
The Book of Proverbs – D-Group 
Content for Winter 2022 

Session #6 (for February 23) 
“Money Matters – God’s Financial Wisdom” 

At this point, we are considering some key themes in Proverbs – various moral and practical areas 
where we need to choose the path of wisdom God has revealed to us. It’s all part of the command 
to “acknowledge/submit to Him in all your ways” (3:6a). In session #4, we looked at our FEET as a 
symbol of the kind of life we live and the choices we make as well as our HEARTS, the source of all 
we express in our lives: true integrity that is inside-out. In session #5, we focused on our MOUTHS, 
LIPS and TONGUES – symbols for the words we use. In this session, we consider MONEY. As in God’s 
Word more broadly, this important category of our lives is one that matters in Proverbs. In fact, it 
becomes a type of barometer that reflects the condition of our hearts (remember the words of 4:23; 
Jesus directly connects money and our hearts in Matthew 6:19-24). We need God’s wisdom to live 
skillfully when it comes to our finances. As we emphasized with our words in last session, handling 
our money wisely is not about what we do to earn our salvation. Rather, it’s another area – indeed, 
all areas of our lives should be included – where we are to submit ourselves to God, the Lordship of 
Jesus and the control of the Holy Spirit because of who we are made to be in Christ! It’s part of how 
we live because of our new identity in Him. Even as followers of Jesus, the wisdom from this OT book 
of Proverbs has much to teach us about this theme. 

The Book of Proverbs on Money 

As with our words, there is significant space devoted in Proverbs to the theme of money. Ideally, 
again, as with our words, we would best get the scope of this book’s wisdom through an inductive 
study on money where we simply read every text on the theme. However, that’s tough to do. So, 
instead, we simply want to establish a broad overview of the basic themes emphasized in the book. 
That will give us ample material for discussion and reflection.  

Overall, Proverbs has a very “balanced” view of money, recognizing that it is a blessing from God 
while also identifying some limitations, dangers and challenges that can come with it (this latter 
emphasis seems far more prominent in the NT). Here are some observations we can make; taking 
the time to reflect on this should open the door for good discussion in your D-Group conversation: 

• Wealth is a form of God’s blessing (see 10:22 & 11:18) that often comes either (a) in response 
to right actions (as in proper giving to Him of the first fruits; see 3:9-10 or even generously giving 
to others; see 11:24-26 and 22:4) or (b) as a basic result of following His wisdom (e.g. as a by-
product of diligence and hard work, etc. … see 8:18-19; 10:4-5; 14:24; 15:6; 21:5; 27:23-27 and 
28:19-20). It’s consistent with the rest of God’s Word: providing for His people is simply part of 
what God does as Creator and Sustainer, as Jesus would later emphasize, as our Father in heaven. 

• At the same time, wealth can also come thru improper means (e.g. injustice in 16:8 … deceit in 
20:17 and 21:6 … or fraud in 13:11).  



• On the flip side, poverty can be the product of folly – as in laziness (6:10-11; 10:4-5; 20:13 & 
24:30-34). See also 14:23-24; 21:5, 17; 26:13-15; 28:19 and 29:3. 

• But, poverty can also be the product of oppression and/or injustice (13:23; 22:16 and 22-23). 

• Wealth can make our journey through life easier (10:15-16 and 14:20). 

• Greed and trusting in wealth and riches will not work (11:28; 15:27; 18:11; 23:4-5 and 28:25). 

• Generosity is a non-negotiable for those with wealth (11:24-26; 14:21, 31; 19:17; 21:13; 22:9; 
25:21-22; 28:27; 29:7 and 14). 

• There is danger in loaning money – both from the one loaning (6:1-5; 11:15 and 17:18) and the 
one being loaned to (22:7 – become a slave to the lender). 

• God shows concern for the hungry/poor (10:3 and 22:22-23). 

• There is value in leaving a good inheritance (13:22); but, there’s no telling what will happen to 
it in the end! 

• The righteous learn contentment (30:7-9), but the wicked cannot get enough (13:25 & 21:20). 

• God is the Maker of both the rich and the poor (14:31; 17:5; 22:2 & 29:13) 

• Wealth can influence how people see a person and how “friendly” they are (19:4, 6-7). 

• Ill-gotten wealth cannot last and cannot be trusted to save you (10:2; 11:4; 13:21 and 18:11). 

• There are things far more valuable than riches (e.g. wisdom in 3:13-16; 8:10-11, 18-21; 15:16-
17; 16: 16; 17:1 and 28:6 + righteousness in 11:4 and 16:8 + fear of the Lord in 15:16 + humility 
in 16:19 + peace/quiet in 17:1+ integrity in 19:1 and 28:6 + honesty in 19:22 + a good name/ 
reputation in 22:1). 

What most stands out to you from these observations re: money in the book of Proverbs? 

 

 

 

When we read many of these observations, we tend to nod in agreement: “Yep, that’s how life tends 
to work.” For sure, that’s a regular occurrence with Proverbs’ wisdom. Other times, though, there is 
a perspective that is counter-cultural and perhaps even counter-intuitive – it not only goes against 
the grain of our culture, but also what we might find ourselves thinking internally. That’s where it 
becomes especially important that we choose to follow His way, not our own (remember 3:5-6)!  

Find a way to mark/note the ones that may be more in this category.  

What does that communicate to you when it comes to God’s wisdom re: money and the 
importance of choosing to follow His way instead of our own? 

 

 
(On the next two pages, we have provided some supplemental content from “Wisdom for 

Living,” part of Life Church’s “Open Network;” it can help us with an overview of this theme … 
permission is granted for such use – any highlighted material has been added.) 



If we are going to be obedient followers of Jesus, we need to learn to see money for what it is: a blessing 
from God, a tool for serving Him and others, but a lousy lord. Because money is so central to our lives, 
the Book of Proverbs provides numerous wise sayings to help us learn to see money [properly]. 

The Provision of Money 

• Seek God, Not Money - Money is a good thing. Proverbs recognizes that money provides 
security (see 10:15). Problems come when we mistake the source of our money. Proverbs 10:22 
says, “It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.” This doesn’t 
mean that all who are rich are blessed by God. It reminds us to see God as the ultimate source 
of security. Seeking money or security outside of God’s provision will result in heartache. God 
promises to provide, and what He provides does not come with the problems of ill-gotten gain. 
(Think Matthew 6:33 in the broader context of 6:19-34). 

• Trust God, Not Money (18:10-11) – Proverbs 18:10-11 highlights the tension between the true 
security of hoping in God and the false security of hoping in wealth. Proverbs 18:10-11 says, 
“The Name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe. A rich man’s 
wealth is his strong city, and like a high wall in his own imagination.” Notice that there are two 
strongholds in the verses: one provided by God and one provided by wealth. The difference is 
one is real (the righteous run to it and are safe); the other is illusory (a high wall in his own 
imagination). Wealth provides an illusion of protection. (See 1 Timothy 6:17-19.) 

• Seek Contentment, Not Greed (15:16) –The security we are seeking in money is a lie. The only 
place security is found is in the hands of God. Proverbs 15:16 says, “Better is a little with the fear 
of the Lord than great treasure and turmoil without it.” If we seek God and learn to trust Him to 
provide what we need, we will find more peace and security than with all the riches we might 
think we want. (See Luke 12:15 and 1 Timothy 6:6-10; notice also the way “greed” is connected 
to idolatry in Colossians 3:5.) 

The Problem of Money 

In 1 Timothy 6:10, Paul writes, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing 
for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” Money is a good 
thing, but loving money leads to problems. It [brings] all sorts of griefs into our lives. Proverbs is full of 
examples of problems that arise when we trust in money. Here are just a few examples: 

• Loving Money Won’t Save You (see 11:14) – Money is useful for a lot of things. But money 
can’t buy everything. Loving money will convince you that anything can be bought. You can’t 
buy a relationship with God. You can’t buy your way into God’s favor or into right relationship 
with Him. (Consider Jesus’ parable in Luke 12:13-21, especially the closing line.) 

• Loving Money Will Make You Arrogant (see 28:11) – Money convinces you that you are its 
master, that you acquired it by the sweat of your brow and by the ingenuity of your mind. Money 
will make you think you are special, different and better than people who have less than you. 

• Loving Money Will Make You Lie (see 11:1) – … The constant call of money is to believe that 
all your problems will be solved if you just had a little more. To get more, we will treat other people 
unfairly. We will exploit and deceive them and call it business sense. We will justify it because 
of the arrogance that has grown in us. 

• Loving Money Will Make You Hoard (see 11:24) – Money will make you think you can’t live 
without it. You will wait as long as possible to pay what you owe. You will try to stockpile as 
much of it as you can for some later day and justify it by using words like nest egg, retirement, 
and investment. There is nothing wrong with any of it. (In fact, Proverbs itself seems to point to 
the value of wisely saving for the future in 6:6-11.) Leaving a financial legacy for the next 
generation is a very biblical thing. Loving money, though, consumes you and makes you think 
about it all the time. You will miss the chance to serve others now because you are hoarding for 
the future. (Remember the balance of investing in “eternal” things from Matthew 6:19-24.) 



The Purpose of Money Proverbs (11:24-28) 

Consider Luke 12:16-21. The rich man in this parable exhibits many of the negative characteristics 
described above that are produced in us by loving money. He is arrogant, thinks his money will save him, 
and wants to do all he can to get a little more. The parable invites us at the end to become “rich toward 
God.” Becoming rich towards God begins when we realize the dangers of loving money and learn to start 
seeing money and ourselves in the correct light. Money is a good thing but it is not the greatest good. It is 
not the source of good. Money is a tool. When we stop seeing it as a tool for other things, we are in danger 
of considering it as a greater good than it is. Proverbs 11:24-28 shows us how to use wealth correctly. 

• Giving Causes True Prosperity (see 11:24-25) – Money is meant to be spent. We aren’t 
supposed to waste it, but we need to realize that increase comes when we invest it in kingdom 
things. God gives to us to bless us. He also gives to us so that He can give through us. (Again, 
consider Matthew 6:19-21.) 

• Giving Causes True Security (see 11:28) – We hoard money in a hope of possessing this 
elusive thing called security. True security is found when we stop trusting our money, and start 
trusting God to continually provide daily bread. Seeking security in wealth leaves us deceived 
and in danger. (Consider 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and Revelation 3:17-18.) 

The message is clear. We have been given money not just as a blessing to us, but so that we can be a 
blessing to others. (Proverbs would also point to money as a way we express our worship – see 3:9-10.) We 
are promised that if we will learn to trust God more than money, and learn to use money for what it is for, 
God will give us what we need both to live and to serve Him through investing it in Kingdom endeavors. 
(Consider Jesus’ words in Luke 16:10-11 as well as 2 Corinthians 9:6ff.) 

 There truly are so many different approaches for seeing what Proverbs says about wisdom. Here’s 
one more way we could package the over theme in the book (this one comes with the caution against 
seeing any one single text in Proverbs as representative of the entire theme). These observations are 
from Tremper Longman III in his commentary on Proverbs: 

1. God blesses the righteous with wealth (see 8:18-19). 

2. Foolish behavior leads to poverty (6:11 & 10:4-5 … directly in contrast to #1 in 14:24). 

3. The wealth of fools will not last and cannot save you (11:4, 18; 13:11). 

4. Poverty can be the result of injustice and oppression (13:23). 

5. Those with money must be generous (28:27; 29:7, 14). 

6. Wisdom is better than wealth – wealth has definite limitations (see also #3 above … 3:13-
16; 8:10-11, 18-21; 16:16 and 28:6). 

7. Wealth has limited value (11:4; 13:8) 

Summary and Reflection 

This week’s material is intended to give an overview of this theme: God’s wisdom for our finances. 
Instead of just relying on “common sense” or what seems right, we want to make sure that we’re 
being guided by His perspective. It matters how we view and approach this area of our lives; indeed, 
may it be one more way that we choose to follow His way and not our own! 

On a broad level, what from this material do you need most to embrace and apply, allowing it to 
impact both your perspective and your choices? 


