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Mark 15:16 - 16:8 (20) 

NOTE: This is the last stop in our journey. As has been the case for the past few chapters, it’s a 
section of Mark’s Gospel where the focus is clearly on the action of the story … the 
unfolding drama leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. That’s so much of the focus 
from Mark 11 onward with the events of Jesus’ final week. It’s less about specific 
instructions for application and more about the story of what’s actually happening. Of 
course, along the way, Mark has a way of reminding us of the significance and relevance 
of these events for us as readers – this is the unfolding of the GOOD NEWS, what God has 
done through Jesus to bring salvation. And so, we want to work our way through this 
material in such a way as to highlight what Mark does. As we look at the action, some 
reflection questions focused on the significance of certain sections are introduced. 

The Broader Section – Mark 15:16 - 16:8 (20) 

Before we get into the text, let’s identify an important aspect of it. This specific section contains 
Mark’s account of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. These are obviously significant events for 
us; indeed, it’s how God has accomplished our salvation. (In fact, we’ll look later in the guides at 
some other texts from elsewhere in the NT to remind us of what is happening behind-the-scenes of 
these events.) Here’s an analogy someone has used: the Gospels tell the story like watching a movie; 
the rest of the NT is like watching the movie with the director’s commentary on – describing what a 
scene was meant to capture, etc. It’s not a perfect analogy, but it does help to capture this basic 
relationship between the Gospels and the rest of the NT. We’re dealing with the story itself as part 
of this session in Mark; and yet, we do so with a sense of the broader significance in view. We’re not 
just reading about any ordinary 1st century Roman execution. We’re reading about the events that 
are at the foundation of our faith and the heartbeat of our story in Christ. 

Here’s what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15 – words that capture the significance of these events: 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 

the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. (More resurrection appearances are listed out in vv. 6ff). 

- 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (ESV) 

It’s about the GOOD NEWS – verses 1-2 remind us of the basic significance … verses 3 and following 
identify the significant events. As we read this section of Mark, let’s remember that this is the center 
of the “GOSPEL” = the GOOD NEWS of what God has done for us in and through Jesus.  



Here’s an important reminder for us (from Michael Horton): 

“The Gospel (Good News) is not good instructions, not a good idea and not good advice. 
It is an ANNOUNCEMENT of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ!” 

It is easy for us to focus on what we’re supposed to do as Christians. Without a doubt, our response 
of active obedience is a part of our faith in Christ on some important levels. Yet, at the foundation 
of it all is our simple trust and confidence in what He has done for us through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. It is this GOOD NEWS that is the power of God for the salvation of all who believe 
(Romans 1:16). As we read this section of Mark’s Gospel, it’s most appropriate for us to do so 
recognizing this GOOD NEWS being announced. 

How do you respond to this reality that the Gospel is an announcement of Good News? How is that 
different than perhaps you’ve thought about the Christian faith before? 

 

 

Why is that reminder important when it comes to our faith in Christ (especially in contrast to other 
religious belief systems)? 

 

 

How does it change the way we read these events when we have the broader significance in view 
… in other words, how do you read the events of Jesus’ death and resurrection differently when 
you remember your place in the story – that this is what God has done FOR US through Jesus? 

 

 

What matters most here in this part is actually reading the text itself. As you do, it might be good to 
identify ways by which Mark is highlighting the significance of these events. 

READ Mark 15:16 – 16:8 (20)* 
*  Without getting too technical, it is likely that Mark’s original version (which doesn’t exist in a 

single document at this point) stops at verse 8. The other endings – what are called the 
“shorter ending” and the “longer ending” in most English versions – were likely added along 
the way by scribes to provide more of a proper wrap-up to an otherwise abrupt stop. There 
is a whole section of Bible scholarship called “textual criticism.” It is designed to make sure 
that the Greek text currently being used is as accurate and close to the original as possible. 
Scholars evaluate the manuscript evidence according to a set of criteria to come to their 
conclusions. For our purposes, we’re going to focus on the text through verse 8 since that is 
what the evidence supports as Mark’s original writing. That being said, none of this makes 
the material in vv. 9ff bad or wrong per se – just most likely not a part of the original text.  



Some notes on this section: 

A mock coronation (15:16-20) … After Pilate hands Jesus over (in this capacity, Pilate acts as the 
judge who hands down a sentence), the Roman soldiers take over from there. For those serving in 
Jerusalem, there was often a level of disdain for the Jewish people who certainly felt the same way 
toward their occupiers. In light of that, it’s not surprising to see such rough treatment of Jesus – in 
addition, of course, to the fact that a non-Roman citizen had few “rights,” especially if he was a 
condemned criminal headed for execution. This scene shows the mockery and ridicule that Jesus 
endured (as Hebrews 12:2 points to, it’s part of the shame). Their activities were designed to mock 
Him as a “king.” There’s some irony, of course, in this: what they intend as mockery represents the 
truth about Jesus and what He deserves … even in His present condition! 

Jesus’ death by crucifixion (15:21-41) … there’s so little detail in this scene included by Mark. His 1st 
century readers didn’t need the details because crucifixions were intentionally public events done 
in full view of the people as a deterrent to bad behavior. It’s part of the strength Rome demonstrated 
in order to maintain an orderly society. Here is some additional information to consider as we read 
this part of the text: 

 Those crucified would often die of asphyxiation (inadequate oxygen supply). Remember, 
Jesus has already been flogged (see v. 15 – a whip with bones, glass, metal, etc. embedded) 
and beaten in the previous scene (see v. 19). Add to all of that what was likely a sleepless 
night and His body has already endured great pain. A crucifixion could be quick, but it could 
also intensify the agony already present. 

 In fact, crucifixion was not designed to be a quick and painless death, but a long agonizing 
process. There were far more efficient ways of executing a person, but again, it was all part 
of Rome’s strategy. Nails would have been strategically placed in the wrist area and the feet 
(perhaps think more a single nail through both heels twisted to the side than one foot on 
top of the other). Such placement maximized pain, but also allowed a victim to survive 
longer by pushing his body up – or pulling it up using the nails in the wrists – for better air 
supply. Eventually, it would be too much on a person and death would come. 

Part of this scene continues this emphasis on Jesus’ identity even in His death. The written notice of 
verse 26 is not meant as a charge against Jesus – what He claimed; and yet, it’s ironically true. The 
same can be said for the mockery from the Jewish leaders (see v. 32) as they taunted Jesus as “the 
Christ, the King of Israel.” It becomes established even further through the declaration of the 
centurion in verse 39: “Truly this man was the Son of God.” 

Perhaps one of the simple ways Mark highlights the significance of these events is through the words 
spoken in verse 31. They are intended as a put down from the Jewish leaders, part of the insult and 
ridicule that Jesus experienced as part of these events. Again, ironically, they capture the very 
heartbeat of the Good News – what we call Jesus’ “vicarious sacrifice” (what He did in our place): 
“He saved others, but He cannot save Himself.” Isn’t that the Good News? In order to save us, Jesus 
couldn’t save Himself – not in the sense that He lacked the capacity to do so, but rather in the sense 
that dying (not saving Himself) was the only way He could save others. 

It is helpful to read this chapter against the backdrop of Psalm 22. The opening words are cried out 
by Jesus in Mark 15:34 (“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?”). Other portions of that 



Psalm fit so well as a description from hundreds of years before Jesus to these events at Golgotha 
(e.g. see specifically Psalm 22:7-8 and 12-18). Of course, don’t miss the turn that Psalm 22 makes 
toward the end – not only does it describe affliction, but also a more hopeful and joyful conclusion 
at the end of it all. Even that fits well with this scene, given the events that flow from here.  

What stands out to you about the way Mark re-tells the story of Jesus’ death? 

 

 

Jesus is buried (15:42-47) … Joseph of Arimathea (a part of the Jewish leadership, but one that 
obviously saw something in Jesus) took it upon himself to bury Jesus properly instead of allowing His 
body to experience the disgraceful treatment typically shown toward a criminal’s body. Jewish burial 
customs usually happened in two stages. In the first stage, a body is wrapped and anointed – much 
like our embalming process. It is then laid in a bigger area of a tomb that is cut out of the rock (often 
belonging to a specific family). In stage two, after decay had happened, bones would be put in an 
“ossuary box” and placed in a different part of the tomb. Of course, Jesus’ bones wouldn’t make it 
to this stage. Among other things, this simple scene affirms some key facts to the story: Jesus was 
truly dead (see vv. 44-45) and the women knew the location of the tomb (v. 47). 

Jesus’ resurrection (16:1ff) … as much as we recognize the significance of Jesus’ death, what He did 
only matters in the end because of what happened on the third day (see 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 for 
a reminder of what is at stake with Jesus’ actual bodily resurrection!). Some have rightly noted the 
levels of differences between the 4 Gospel accounts of the resurrection. At the same time, these 
two facts remain. First, there are no direct contradictions where 1 claims something that is 
impossible to fit with the others. Second (even more importantly!), all 4 Gospels are unified in their 
description of Jesus’ resurrection as a fact of history.  

We may struggle a bit with the ending of verse 8 – it’s quite an abrupt way to end the story, especially 
on such a negative note (the women are trembling, bewildered, quiet and afraid). While that may 
be a bit mysterious to us, in no way does it call into question what had happened. 

As you reflect back through these scenes, what are some ways where you see Mark highlighting 
the SIGNIFICANCE of these events (what it means for us as readers – beyond just a series of events 
that happened to Jesus)? 

 

 

To supplement your reading of the story itself, here are some additional verses to read to help with 
the significance of the story: Mark 10:45; Romans 3:21-26; 1 Corinthians 15:1-19; Ephesians 2:1-10 
and 1 John 4:9-10. 

How does this overall ending of Mark (Jesus’ death and resurrection) bring resolution to the overall 
story and themes we’ve seen throughout the Gospel? 


