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Session #10 (For November 10) 
Mark 14:1 - 15:15 

NOTE: After a different guide for the discussion on Mark 13, we’re back to more of a “normal” 
format this time around. At the same time, it’s still part of this section of Mark’s Gospel 
where the focus is clearly on the action of the story … the unfolding drama leading up to 
Jesus’ death. We noted this back when we started looking at the events of His final week 
in Mark 11. It’s less about application – though, again, there certainly are pieces that are 
both relevant for us and applicable (e.g. the worship of Jesus in early chapter 14) – and 
more about the story of what’s happening. And so, we want to work our way through this 
material in such a way as to highlight what Mark does. The overall pace certainly slows as 
these scenes play out. As we look at the action, some reflection questions focused on the 
significance of certain sections are introduced. 

The Broader Section – Mark 14:1 - 15:15 

Especially when it comes to the reflection questions in this section, these are far more for your benefit 
if you find it helpful to jot such things down as you’re reading. What matters most here in this part is 
actually reading the text itself. 

READ Mark 14:1 – 15:15 
Some quick notes on this section: 

Jesus anointed at Bethany (14:1-11) … This scene focuses on a right response of worship toward 
Jesus; it’s similar-but-different compared to the scene in Luke 7:36-50 where He was anointed by a 
sinful woman as a guest at Simon the Pharisees house. John records a similar scene (albeit placed 
on a timeline before Jesus’ Triumphal Entry) when Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha, does this 
same act of worship. It’s possible these are two separate events, but more likely that Lazarus 
(according to John) and Simon the Leper (according to Mark) are co-hosting a banquet for Jesus 
when this happens. Mark has not introduced Lazarus, Martha and Mary onto the scene while John 
has, making the mention of Lazarus and his sisters more appropriate or John. Mark, interestingly 
enough, chooses not to disclose the identity of the one who does this to Jesus at all … even though 
we read the words we do in verse 9. 

Before getting to the scene itself, here’s one explanation for how we understand the timeline. John 
records events as they happened chronologically while Matthew and Mark (Luke doesn’t have this 
scene at all) position it here instead for a more thematic reason. Remember, the events in the 
Gospels are not always arranged in a strictly chronological way; so, it is okay to see it this way. In 
this case, Matthew and Mark arrange the material as follows: (1) introducing the plot to kill Jesus 
(Mark 14:1-2) … (2) Jesus is anointed (14:3-9 – it’s easy to read Mark’s words as if he is looking back 



in the rearview mirror to something that had happened previously – as in “back when He was in 
Bethany”) … (3) Judas deciding to betray Jesus (Mark 14:10-11). It forms another Mark “sandwich” 
as we saw with the fig tree and the cleansing of the Temple. This scene is put here perhaps to connect 
Judas’ cooperation with the plot to kill Jesus with what he has seen as wasteful extravagance. Even 
if that’s not specifically the link, somehow, this scene connects Judas’ decision with what happens. 

Either way, the presence of this story helps to emphasize a right response of worship to Jesus – a 
right response of costly and lavish love. For this woman, it’s the very cost of the perfume that 
properly expresses what she sees the value of Jesus to be; showing this extravagant worship may 
not seem economically wise, but pouring out this perfume on Jesus shows He’s worth it in her heart 
and mind! And isn’t that what worship is about fundamentally? Yes, it’s choosing to acknowledge 
who God (or Jesus) is and to respond accordingly. This causes some to become irritated at what 
could have been a great source of benevolence funds. Yet, Jesus highlights her actions as being quite 
appropriate: in fact, even beyond the worship piece, it’s a preparation of Jesus’ body for burial. In 
other words, even if she doesn’t fully grasp what is happening, her lavish worship is properly 
recognizing Jesus as truly being who He claims to be, even as He is about to die. Likewise, our worship 
must not be according to our preferences or desires about Jesus, but about who He truly is! 

How would you capture the significance of this lavish worship happening with Jesus’ death 
looming both chronologically and symbolically (it’s a preparation of His body for burial)? 

 

 

 

How does this scene challenge you and your worship of Jesus? Reflect on how you could lavishly 
respond to Him in a similar expression of worship (don’t get caught up in it being expensive … focus 
more on the heart being expressed). 

  

 

 

The Last Supper (14:12-26) … This scene is loaded with significance in connection to the Passover 
(see also 14:1), the event celebrating God’s greatest act of deliverance in Israel’s history with the 
exodus from Egypt (see Exodus 1-14). This celebration – established back in chapter 12-13 – was 
filled with symbolism. It also represented a time of national fervor, much like July 4th for Americans, 
a day to celebrate independence. Jesus celebrates this occasion with His disciples, but infuses it with 
an even greater level of significance. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is identified early on as “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world.” Here in Mark 14, Jesus’ giving His life as a sacrifice (as 
the Passover lamb did with its blood – see also Mark 10:45) symbolically represents God’s new act 
of deliverance through the Lamb. This scene culminates in Jesus instituting a new “meal” of 
remembrance – what we call communion or the Lord’s Supper – a new symbolic celebration of God’s 
saving activity. He uses the bread and the cup to represent symbolically His body and blood.  



 Jesus predicts disciples’ abandonment and Peter’s denial (14:26-31) … These words from Jesus are 
going to have fulfillments in verses 50 (the disciples flee) and 66ff (Peter’s denial). Part of the strategy 
of this section is the “control” of Jesus over the events that are unfolding. Even His ability to 
anticipate what is going to happen shows that these events are not what is happening to Him (as 
much as this is part of it), but what Jesus Himself is choosing in faithfulness to God’s plan. Once 
again, this reality calls to mind Mark 10:45 – while Jesus was killed on one level, on another level, 
He very much voluntarily chose to give His life as a ransom for us. There is an even greater example 
of Jesus’ death as a voluntary choice in the scene that follows. 

Jesus prayer in Gethsemane (14:32-42) … This is an incredibly powerful scene. In it, we see Jesus’ 
humanity fully on display with the obvious agony and distress that He is experiencing; indeed, He 
solidifies His choice, resolving to be committed to the Father’s plan amidst great angst. Three times, 
He goes away to pray. Each time, it is the same basic prayer: “Abba, Father, everything is possible 
for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what You will.” The “cup” is symbolic of the 
suffering and wrath awaiting Him; yet, there’s even more: it represents God’s righteous anger being 
poured out. Jesus’ choice to embrace the cross as God’s will for Him meant receiving His punishment 
for the sins of the world. It is impossible to quantify that burden … or the cost incurred by Jesus in 
order to receive the Father’s righteous wrath. From this point on, His choice is confirmed and the all 
that’s left is for the events to unfold. In some ways, given the advanced knowledge Jesus had 
regarding His destiny (remember the predictions of His death in 8:31; 9:31 and 10:33-34), this scene 
may be a bit surprising. Yet, in this Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus fervently seeks an answer saying 
there is a way out. When none comes, Jesus fully decides of His own volition to choose the path of 
the cross. There’s nothing about this scene that supposes the decision was anything less than His to 
make, albeit in faithfulness to the Father’s will!  

Do you see Jesus as really having a choice of His own to make in Gethsemane? 

 

 

 

When it comes to Jesus’ resolve amidst great agony (making the hard choice at great personal 
cost), what stands out to you about this scene as it points to the depth of His sacrifice for us? 

 

 

 

How does the example of Jesus in this scene encourage and motivate you when it comes to 
faithfulness to the Father’s will? Identify some ways where you need to make the same choice even 
when it is hard. One of the powerful reminders for us from this scene is that God’s will for our lives 
might often come about in a way that is incredibly costly to us. After all, it was for Jesus. 

 



Jesus’ arrest (14:43-52) … Judas arrives in the Garden of Gethsemane leading a delegation to arrest 
Jesus – in some ways, they come as a mob set for a fight. Ironically, amidst their posture that is 
prepared for battle and even the initial response from one of Jesus’ companions, Jesus’ words 
demonstrate His intentions. He is not set on a rebellion that can be fought by weapons of this world; 
after all, He’s the One who is giving His life as a sacrifice. Especially on the heels of the previous scene 
in Gethsemane, we understand the deeper realities at work as Jesus is arrested … and everything 
else that unfolds following this event. 

Jesus on trial – the Jewish phase (14:53-65) … When we piece the story together from the 4 Gospels, 
there are about 6 stages total to Jesus’ trial. Part 1 is the Jewish phase – perhaps before two different 
influential individuals separately and then before the whole Jewish Sanhedrin collectively. Part 2 is 
the Roman phase – before Pilate, then before Herod (according to Luke’s account) and then back 
before Pilate. Mark condenses it all down into the two basic phases. The Jewish leaders had no basis 
to put Jesus to death. So, in order to carry-out their plans, they had to identify first the charge that 
was worthy of death before taking Jesus to the only one with the authority to execute Him, the 
governor Pilate.  

As this scene unfolds, there are so many ways it becomes clear that this is a matter of trying to find 
a crime worthy of the pre-established punishment. In fact, there are even examples of a blatant 
disregard of Jewish law for a trial. Accusations are made by witnesses whose testimony was 
inconsistent. But eventually, the high priest asks Jesus a question directly: “Are you the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed One?” There is zero hint of uncertainty in Jesus’ answer. In fact, not only does 
He claim to be this, He even extends it further referencing an OT powerhouse scene from Daniel 7. 
Ironically, it’s Jesus’ acknowledgement that this is His identity (which it truly is who He is!!) that 
produces the charge needed by the Jewish leaders – blasphemy. They’ve found what they were 
looking for, not through the dishonest accusations of false witnesses, but through the truthful and 
direct words of Jesus Himself. That seems significant for our understanding of His death – it came 
about because He acknowledged the unavoidable truth about who He truly is! Given the emphasis 
on this theme overall in Mark (starting in 1:1), that is a big deal. 

Peter’s denial (14:66-72) … Given what we know from the Gospels about Peter’s impulsiveness, his 
staunch rejection of Jesus’ words predicting his denial fit (see v. 31). Seeing how he appears in the 
Gospels as a disciple who is in a way representative of the ups-and-downs of following Jesus, this 
scene feels perhaps familiar to us. Given how he is restored and assumes the place of prominence 
he has in the early church, it’s a great reminder of the grace and mercy of Jesus even when His closest 
companions not only desert, but also deny Him. It’s a simple scene, but in the midst of the story that 
is unfolding, it helps us be reminded of this great and comforting reality about who He is!   

Jesus on trial – the Roman phase before Pilate (15:1-15) … Space does not permit much comment 
on this section. There’s further clarity about Jesus’ identity. There’s the interplay between Pilate 
(taking a posture of control) and Jesus (passively demonstrating a calm). There’s the failed attempt 
to release Jesus, leading to the crowd’s demand for Him to be crucified. At the end, Pilate gives his 
consent and authorizes Jesus’ execution – what he alone on an earthly level could do. 

As you consider this whole section, what are your reflections about Jesus and what He experienced 
on our behalf through these events? 


