
The Gospel of Mark – D-Group 
Content for Fall 2021 

Session #8 (For October 27) 
Mark 11:1 - 12:44 

In this study, we’re looking at the PORTRAIT of Jesus Mark provides through His Gospel. It’s a 
perspective that is similar to the other writers (especially Matthew and Luke), yet with his own unique 
emphases. These guides are looking at the broader text/section we are covering each week with a 
more specific focus on key parts worth a closer look. 

A NOTE about where we are from here onward in Mark: Up to this point in the story, we have 
regularly focused on Jesus’ identity – a key point of emphasis in any Gospel as it provides us with a 
portrait of Him. Along the way, we have also certainly come across some appropriate application-
related themes. For example, we have addressed keeping man-made traditions in their proper place 
(2:23-28), how we respond to God’s Word (4:1-20), inside-out purity (7:1-23), the cost of discipleship 
(8:34ff), guarding against the threat of monetary wealth (10:17-31) and serving others as the 
pathway to greatness in Jesus’ Kingdom (10:35-45). Once we arrive at this climactic section of Mark’s 
Gospel (11:1 and beyond), there is a shift in focus. We will still see some degree of such applicable 
material (e.g. paying taxes to Caesar and the two greatest commandments, both in chapter 12). 
However, those specific items become even more secondary to the real drama that is unfolding. In 
fact, even those parts that have more application-centric content happen within the context of the 
building tension and controversies that lead to Jesus’ death in chapter 15. 

Because of that, the guides for these remaining 4 sections are going to be a bit different. We are 
going to focus our attention specifically on “the broader section” portion – some notes on the text 
as we work our way through it. As important as the more “application” materials are (and we’ll 
highlight them along the way), this is an appropriate approach for us to take given the action that is 
unfolding in these chapters. In light of this, we are potentially weaving in some questions into this 
section as well. 

The Broader Section – Mark 11:1 - 12:44 

READ Mark 11:1 - 12:44 
Some notes on this section: 

Jesus’ Triumphant Entry (11:1-11) … This scene is clearly significant given its placement in all 4 
Gospels, in each one as the opening scene for Jesus’ “final week.” (It is ironic, of course, that we call 
it His “final week” when it’s not actually the end of His earthly existence, but still, the label fits.) We 
can tell that there is significance to this scene simply by reading how it unfolds.  

As you read the scene, what words would you use to describe what is unfolding? 

 



Here’s a good way to capture what is unfolding. It’s a time of great expectation as the Passover is 
near, the act of God’s greatest deliverance when He rescued Israel and made them His people 
(similar to the  mood around July 4th for us as Americans). The Jewish people were living in their 
Promised Land, but as captives under the control of Rome. Everything from the colt (more on this 
below) to the palm branches (a highly symbolic piece of greenery for 1st century Jews) to the cry of 
“Hosanna!” to even the talk of the Kingdom of David had Messianic significance. Everything about 
this scene emphasizes Jesus’ real identity. In fact, even though this scene marks the beginning of 
Jesus’ final week, let’s not forget what has just happened. In the healing miracle at the end of chapter 
10, remember the way Bartimaeus addresses Jesus (see vv. 47-48)? He calls Him the “Son of David.” 
It’s all showing Jesus as the true fulfillment of the people’s hopes for God’s deliverance! 

The significance of this scene becomes even clearer in light of some Old Testament passages that 
are coming to fulfillment with Jesus. In fact, it would be good to read a few of these OT texts as a 
way of supplementing our understanding of this scene: 

Psalm 118 – the whole chapter is one that celebrates the victory the Lord gives to His people. 
There are specific connections to this scene and/or this overall context of Jesus’ final week in 
vv. 19-21, v. 22-24 (this becomes significant in chapter 12) and vv. 25-26 (the cry of v. 25 is 
equivalent to this shout of “Hosanna!” in Mark 12:9). Overall, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is 
the triumphant entrance of the King who brings the Lord’s victory … just in a much different 
kind of way than expected! 

Jeremiah 23:1-8 – this text celebrates the “righteous branch” from David’s line, an 
expectation of the coming Messiah. Additionally, notice the critique of Israel’s leaders in vv. 
1-2; this has significance given what follows in Mark with the cleansing of the Temple and the 
anticipation of the Temple’s symbolic destruction (ch. 13). 

Zechariah 9:9ff – this text anticipates the deliverance that would come one day through the 
Messiah. Matthew (see 21:5) pauses to make this connection obvious (which is fitting given 
His frequent emphasis on the NT). Even though Mark doesn’t make it as clear, it’s impossible 
to miss the connections for those who knew their Old Testament. 

We know where things head from here. Yet, there’s something about this scene that offers us a bit 
of a reminder amidst what is about to unfold. In a way, this has happened before. Amidst predictions 
of Jesus’ suffering, His Transfiguration of chapter 9 reminds us of His radiant glory – this is who He 
truly is! In the same way, as Jesus approaches the cross, this scene in early chapter 11 reminds us 
that He’s truly still the triumphant King who has come to bring God’s victory. Maybe that’s a 
reminder you and I need about Jesus when we’re in the midst of the hard things of life, when the 
victory doesn’t seem close at hand. 

A Markan “Sandwich” – a Fig Tree as an “Enacted Parable” (11:12-26) … Scholars use this term of 
a “sandwich” to describe times in Mark when two connected texts surround another one. In this 
case, it’s a fig tree which becomes symbolic in this scene of the fruitless Jewish religious system as 
represented by the Temple (in chapter 13, we’re going to see more of this as Jesus announces 
coming judgment on the Temple as representative of the broader Jewish system). Mark’s description 
of the fig tree is significant (see v. 13): from all appearances, it should have fruit based on the 
presence of the leaves; and yet, when Jesus comes closer, it is barren. That leads to Jesus’ curse 
upon it (v. 14), noted as being fulfilled by His disciples the next day (v. 21). But again, the point is not 
the fig tree itself, but the fig tree as a symbolic representation of what happens in-between the 



“pieces of bread” – the “meat” of the sandwich, in this case, the cleansing of the Temple (vv. 15-18). 
The OT prophets regularly pronounced God’s judgment on the emptiness of the people’s worship 
(see Isaiah 1:10-17 or Amos 5:21ff). Jesus goes one step further and takes bold action against the 
Jewish leaders’ corruption of the sacrificial system.  

Already, we have seen Jesus taking on the teachers of the Law (i.e. the Pharisees) showing Himself 
to be the authorized and authoritative interpreter of God’s Law. Now, we see Him taking on those 
in charge of the Temple system (i.e. the Sadducees) announcing His judgment upon what they were 
overseeing. No wonder these two groups begin to coordinate in devising a plot to deal with Him (v. 
18)! In the midst of the build-up to the cross, there is much more happening beneath the surface on 
a spiritual/theological level. Yet, on a human level, it is this conflict that leads to Jesus’ death – He 
was a threat to the Jewish “powers-that-be.” This tension is only going to build from here over the 
course of the next few scenes. It’s been building throughout Mark’s Gospel; the back-and-forth 
conflicts intensify culminating in Jesus’ arrest and all that unfolds from there. 

As we consider Jesus’ regular critique of the religious systems (both the teachers of the Law and 
those in charge of the Temple), what are some comparable cautions we must be mindful of as part 
of our faith and worship – what can become a kind of “religious system” in its own way? 

 

 

 

Challenging Jesus’ Authority (11:27-33) … This scene represents the first of a series of questions that 
are going to come Jesus’ way from various Jewish leaders. It’s going to become a pattern: a question 
is asked with improper motives … Jesus navigates His way through the question, even turning it on 
them … those asking the questions are left either without a comeback or impressed by what Jesus 
has said. In this case, they ask Jesus about the source of His authority. This is a big deal, after all, 
what gave Jesus the right to do what He was doing? By pointing to the authority of John the Baptist, 
Jesus makes it clear that His authority comes from the same Heavenly origins. He answers the 
question without answering the question, and even more, by turning the question on them! 

A Parable of Evil Farmers (12:1-12) … There isn’t much about this story that is complicated. A series 
of “servants” (i.e. the prophets) had been sent to the Jewish leaders throughout Israel’s history. To 
one degree or another, they were regularly rejected. With Jesus, the Heir/Son of the Owner had 
arrived; in response, the “tenants” (i.e. the Jewish leaders) intended to kill Him. This is the occasion 
where Jesus quotes Psalm 118 and words about the stone rejected by the builders becoming the 
Cornerstone (see also Acts 4:11 and 1 Peter 2:7; remember the connections back to Psalm 118 earlier 
in the Triumphal Entry). The point of Jesus’ parable was undeniably clear and unmistakably 
recognized by the Jewish leaders. 

A series of 3 questions (12:13-34) … We see three different questions asked of Jesus. In two of these, 
there is a topic that is worth discussion: what Jesus says about our relationship to earthly 
governments (12:17) and the two greatest commands (12:30-31). These are worthy of our reflection, 
for sure, but the materials below are focused on the way these questions are moving the controversy 
between Jesus and the Jewish leaders along. 



1. A question about paying taxes to Caesar. What a great way to put Jesus in the hot seat, a 
delicate question that would either cause Him to side with Rome against the people or to 
be guilty of inciting a rebellion! Yet, Jesus’ answer navigates through the minefield and even 
amazes those who hypocritically asked Him the question in the first place. 

2. A question about marriage after the resurrection. This far-fetched scenario is presented 
to Jesus by a group of Jewish leaders who didn’t even believe in the resurrection. He uses 
the opportunity to point out (rather poignantly, it should be noted) what they missed about 
God – that He is the God of resurrection! While they are offering a pretend “what about?” 
scenario, Jesus is pointing out what they were entirely missing about the God they claim to 
be representing. 

3. A question about the greatest commandments. Of all the questioners, this one comes 
across as far more likeable. It provides Jesus with an opportunity to declare what matters 
most important from the Law. Along the way, we see that this Jewish leader is close to 
“getting it” when it comes to Jesus and His Kingdom. 

Jesus’ Own Question (12:35-37) … After successfully working His way through their questions, Jesus 
poses one of His own – a question that gets right to the heart of the issue of His identity. David 
represented the greatest king of Israel. In all of the Jewish expectations for the Messiah, their 
anticipation was for one of David’s descendants (a lesser one compared to David) to reign. Yet, Jesus’ 
quotation from Psalm 110:1 – the most frequently quoted OT text in the NT – shows that David saw 
the Messiah as actually greater than he. David writes that “Yahweh says to ‘my Lord’ (the One 
greater than I) …” Jesus’ point is that they should expect the Messiah to be of greater origin than just 
a physical descendant of David. Indeed, that’s who Jesus is! 

A Closing Critique and an Example of Genuine Worship (12:38-44) … After the series of questions, 
Mark includes Jesus’ critique of the Jewish leaders – fleshed out throughout Matthew 23. He 
specifically condemns the emptiness of their hypocritical devotion to God. By contrast, He points 
out a widow (notice the connection to v. 40) who provides the right example. 

In general, what questions and/or observations do you have from reading this text? 

 

 

What does this section teach us about Jesus and His identity? 

 

 

APPLICATION-Centered … what does this overall section teach us about following Jesus? For 
example, what are some of the instructions or commands we should live out (note if these are 
specific to an individual or more broadly for any follower of Jesus)? What are the Christ-like 
attitudes and actions this text highlights as appropriate for us to model as His followers? 


