
The Book of Proverbs – D-Group 
Content for Winter 2022 

Session #2 (For January 19) 
“Wisdom Has Value … and so, Pursue It!” 

For some of the guides in this series, we’re using a resource from Life.Church’s “Open Network.” That 
site allows for the incorporation of such materials into this kind of format. Along the way, we’ll be 
sure to note what – if anything from week-to-week – comes directly from them. 

WISDOM, a Re-Introduction 

Last week, we provided some materials in D-Groups that laid the foundation for this important 
theme of WISDOM in Proverbs (a beige sheet). From the beginning of the book and then throughout, 
we see an emphasis on wisdom. The first 9 chapters particularly are spent celebrating its value and 
benefits in our lives; frequently, it’s done by way of a contrast with FOLLY. It becomes quite clear 
that this wisdom from God should be embraced by those who are His. (We’re not going to get to 
these sections, but 1:20-33 and all of chapter 8 are particularly powerful as wisdom is personified as 
a women offering a call out to be embraced.) We don’t want to be redundant, but it’s worth coming 
back to this foundational theme for Proverbs again in this guide. 

As you think about wisdom’s contrast – FOLLY – what are some examples of “foolishness” that you 
have seen on display (either in your own life or others)? 

 

 

Folly seems to be so much a part of the human condition; we make mistakes. Sometimes, it can be 
humorous looking back on it; we all could share stories about such times. It’s what the insurance 
company Liberty Mutual once highlighted with a series of commercials showing people doing foolish 
things … things that naturally required the use of insurance. However, on many occasions, our FOLLY 
as human beings gets us into very difficult situations – ones that sometimes have gnarly 
consequences. We’ve all been there too. Proverbs comes along as part of God’s revelation and 
invites us to learn from His WISDOM so as to avoid such consequences as much as possible in life 
and find the path to life that He blesses (see Proverbs 3:5-6). 

RE-READ Proverbs 1:1-7 
In last week’s material, we saw an emphasis on these 3 characteristics of wisdom: 

1. It is MORAL. Wisdom should lead to a life of pursuing what is good, right and just in life. It’s 
not some craftiness that allows us to escape and evade responsibility; it’s what God grants 
so we live in a way that avoids immorality (what is wrong in His eyes) and honors Him. That’s 
why we see so many places in Proverbs 1-9 where its presence in people’s lives produces 
positive fruit/outcomes. 



2. It is PRACTICAL. In keeping with that first characteristic, the word has connections to the idea 
of being “SKILLED” … as in one of the craftsmen in Exodus 31:6 – who had such “wisdom/skill.” 
In other words, the focus is not on the intellect alone (e.g. knowledge, understanding or 
insight – important words in Proverbs on their own). Rather, it’s about the ability of skill to 
apply such knowledge to life. That’s why Proverbs consistently offers very simple instruction 
for how to go about life in a way that is skillful – in a way that is wise! 

Here are a few definitions: 

“Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know 
a great deal, and are all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great as a 

knowing fool. But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom!” – Charles 
Spurgeon 

“Wisdom is the art of living skillfully in whatever actual condition we find 

ourselves.” – Eugene Peterson 

“Wisdom is the practical know-how in the hard realities of living with others before 
God in the world that He has created.” – John Kitchen 

Notice how each of these definitions are going to move from mere information to the proper 
application of it into our lives. It’s why the resource we are using to supplement this D-Group 
material calls it “Wisdom for Living.” Particularly from chapter 10 onward, we see practical 
principle after practical principle in various areas of life – everything from our work to our 
speech to our relationships (i.e. marriage, parent/child, friendship, etc.) to our use of money 
to alcohol to self-control … on and on the list could go.  

3. It is THEOLOGICAL. This is the point of 1:7 (see also 9:10 where the first part of the verse is 
repeated almost word-for-word). In this case, the “fear of the Lord” is not just reverence, it’s 
about an overall posture we take in which we recognize Him and His place … and where we 
are in contrast. It’s what one person has called “square one” for wisdom; if we want to attain 
it, then we must have a right relationship with God because that’s where it truly starts! 

Here is how one commentator captures what “the fear of the Lord” means: 

“To cultivate in us a FEAR of the Lord … [is] to stand in reverential awe of Him, 
submitting to Him and humbling ourselves before Him … [It is] to have the mind 
of a subject in a Kingdom, recognizing His power and authority (our lives are totally 

in His hands) … to recognize that He is the One who authored our lives and will 
determine when they are over/done … to accepts His rule over us. In other words: 
“The fear of the Lord is the foundation of knowing how life really works and being 

able to LIVE it OUT!” – Bruce Waltke  

It really is a pretty simple principle: if God is truly the Creator of life (and He is), then if we 
want to understand how He intends for it to work, then we have to have Him in the right 
spot! For us in Christ, of course, we recognize that Jesus Himself is the full embodiment of 
God’s wisdom. He has revealed Himself to us in Jesus; and, as we have Him in the right place 
in our lives, we come to find real wisdom and knowledge for life. 

Reflect on these 3 characteristics of WISDOM. What stands out to you that may help you re-shape 
your understanding of what it’s all about? 

 



The Benefits of Wisdom 

Proverbs does more than just define wisdom, though; it reminds us of its value. That’s another key 
aspect of the first 9 chapters of the book. These words are intended to create in us a thirst for the 
kind of life it describes – to seek after wisdom in order to find it. Take some time to read through 
the following chunks of Proverbs. Use the space provided to write down what wisdom produces … 
it’s what makes it so valuable and beneficial for life. 

READ Proverbs 2:1-22 
The value/benefits of wisdom: 

 

READ Proverbs 3:13-18 
The value/benefits of wisdom (notice the comparison to jewels and the “tree of life” imagery): 

 

READ Proverbs 4:1-9 
The value/benefits of wisdom: 



As you consider those texts, what stands out to you about the value/benefit of wisdom? 

 

 
 

How does that positive outcome contrast with the results of FOLLY – what so often characterizes 
our lives as humans? 

 

 
 

This contrast is so foundational to Proverbs (it’s also the contrast that Jesus develops in the “Parable 
of the Two Builders” in Matthew 7:24-27 – folly vs. wisdom leads to drastically different outcomes). 
When we try to rely on our own knowledge, we find the way of folly and all of its gnarly 
consequences. When we instead live according to God’s wisdom, we find the path of life that He 
blesses = a positive destination. It’s a life that is thriving and flourishing. This is the real point of 
Proverbs 3:5-6. As true as it is that we can trust Him in hard times, this text is about something 
different. Instead, it’s about trusting in HIS perspective instead of our own (i.e. “leaning on your own 
understanding”). It doesn’t mean life will always be as we want it to be; it does mean that, over time, 
doing things God’s way leads to far better results in the end. 

This is why we’re focusing on Proverbs in this series. In Christ, we want our lives to be characterized 
by wisdom (see Ephesians 5:15) – a life built upon what God has revealed through Jesus. Paying 
attention to the wisdom of Proverbs helps us to do just that. A lot has changed since the days of 
Solomon, but there is a timelessness about these powerful sayings. Indeed, still today, this wisdom 
has great value and benefit … as long as we embrace it. 

Our Pursuit of Wisdom 

In the midst of celebrating the value/benefits of wisdom, these texts are going to weave-in some 
commands about our pursuit of wisdom. Because it has such value, we should chase after it 
accordingly! It’s the point of what we read in Proverbs 3:14-15. Just as such valuable metals and 
gems would be pursued because of their value, so should be our quest for God’s wisdom. 

RE-READ Proverbs 2:1-4 and 4:5-9 

As you think about those words, how would you characterize the kind of pursuit we should have 
when it comes to God’s wisdom? 

 

 

We could summarize the instructions in these verses with these 3 words:  DESIRE wisdom … SEEK 
wisdom … APPLY wisdom (after all, it’s the only way it will have its value/benefit in our lives is if we 
put it into practice!). Which of these 3 words do you most need to hear and live out? 


