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Who we are:  A church family where together 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early March 2023. 

As we’ve experienced with Wednesday evenings, we are in the season of 
the year when weather can impact our schedule. Check out page 4 for 

details about how we communicate weather-related adjustments. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout the course of the year, we have various events for the whole church family. As it 
works out, these are mainly on the calendar annually between June and December. Without such 
specific events, there’s not quite as much to advertise in this space.  

There is obviously still a lot happening within the life of the Southland family - through our 
regular ministry programming and within individual Southland ministries. Many such events are 
for everybody (either they include everyone or they are ones that everyone should be aware of) 
and are a great way to participate in the goodness of our church family life. Throughout this 
edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events - some of them are not 
until later this Summer, but it’s good to have them in front of you even now. While there is much 
more information on the pages that follow, we want to make sure we highlight them here in one 
spot so that they’re not missed: 

GUATEMALA Mission Trip … March 11-19 (Spring Break week), Rick has 
been organizing this trip with Devin Chance from Life of Hope. The group 
will be representing the Southland family as they serve within the 
ministries we’re connected to in Guatemala City through Life of Hope.

Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE” 
Conference (part of the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how the 
broader Southland family can support our young people is through the 
annual YOUTH YARD SALE. 

The yard sale is the fundraising event for our students attending MOVE. This year’s sale will be 
May 5 and 6; Les will formally start accepting donations for the sale from the Southland family on 
March 5. Obviously, such donations are crucial to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so 
we encourage you to help out in this way. Once the right time comes, you can bring items to the 
south foyer of the church. If you would like to have your items picked-up from your house, call 
Les to arrange a time (417-773-1650). 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 7. It’s a great day here at 
Southland as SERVING becomes our intentional focus church family-wide. We 
adjust the schedule of the morning so we can go out into our community to show 
love through practical action. Please put the date on your calendars and make 
plans to join us for this day! 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27; it’s 
our 2023 VBS - Each Summer, this is a key event in the 
life of our church family. This year’s VBS is an opportunity for kids to learn 
more about the Bible, “the coolest book on the planet!” While it’s designed 
for kids (both our own Southland kiddos as well as others), a successful VBS 
requires help from the entire church family. Over the next few months, 
we’ll share ways you can help - from volunteering to donating supplies, etc. One of the cool 
things that happens during VBS is it becomes a great way for us to grow as we work together to 
bless and serve our younger ones! Be watching the calendar page as Jessica will start having VBS 
meetings with various teams of volunteers (e.g. with the core leadership team on February 19). 
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A Special Donation and Financial Blessing to Southland 
Karen Lyons was a member of Southland who passed away 
back in 2022. (Kristie wrote her article about Karen’s impact 
and legacy back in the October edition of “The Vine.”) Not 
long after she started attending Southland, there was 
something very important to her that she wanted to take 
care of. She wanted to make sure that her car - a Kia 
Optima - was titled over to Southland when she passed 
away. It mattered to Karen to make this happen as a way of blessing her church family in a 
tangible way (she also had many items that ended up as yard sale donations). And so, that’s 
what happened after she passed away in mid-September. As a result, we were able to sell the car 
in accordance with her wishes for a significant amount of money. In the midst of where we are 
giving-wise, it was a timely and gracious blessing.  Karen valued her Southland family; this was 
one last way she could express that heart. 
In this “FAMILY” section of the Vine, we often recognize memorial gifts given to Southland in 
someone’s name. In that spirit, it seemed especially appropriate to acknowledge this tremendous 
donation and blessing from Karen herself as well.  

An Important Online Tool -  “Church Center: PEOPLE” 
We continue using this tool that’s part of “Planning Center” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (you can access it here: 
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app 

called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the 
Southland family. It also allows anyone with access to manage contact information. 

We also use the e-mail platform from the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center for 
communications. We are able to send messages to the full lists we’ve created. All of 
our family-wide e-mail communications now are coming from here: general 
information/updates and prayer requests. 

Another Online Tool for Communication: 
We have our general page that is public/visible for some basic information about 
us (this is what we use for our weekly live stream as well - see page 13 for more on 
that). We also have a page called “The Southland Scoop.” On this page, we share 
more specific church family-related information. If you’re not connected to this 
page, we encourage you to find it and connect with us in this way.  

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
2022 GIVING RECEIPTS … These have been sent out via e-mail (as with last year’s statements, 

the system we’re using now allows for such delivery; and so, that’s what we did). Please let us 
know if you didn’t receive one or if you need a paper copy as well. Also, let us know if there is 
something wrong or missing with your receipt. Thank you for your faithful participation in giving! 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for 

other purposes like payment of fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, Group Huddle meals, MOVE Conference 

payments, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make such a payment, we do ask that you 

cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it 

available for those who choose to use it. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For January 2023 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: January monthly tithe = $25,879 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $5,175 

80  

Fiscal/ministry year-to-date (September 2022 onward), our tithe is $177,361 for a weekly average 

around $8,060… at this point, this projects to a little over $419,200 annually. 

This lower January tithe - especially for a 5-Sunday month - comes on the heels of a great December 

to wrap-up 2022. That December tithe along with proceeds from the sale of the car titled over to 

Southland by Karen Lyons (see page 3 for more on that blessing) allowed us to be in a spot where 

we could manage through a down month.  

As a reminder, due to the previous fiscal year being “down,” we had entered this year without much 

buffer in our General Fund. We did have a couple of layers of designated reserves. In the midst of it 

all, Southland’s leadership continues to work to manage where we are overall with wise 

stewardship - being realistic while still prioritizing ministry.  

NOTE:   These tithe totals do NOT include special love offerings we’ve received for the Guatemala 

trip (2 in late 2022) and for an external sign fund. The proceeds from the car sale are not 

included within that amount either. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
As we’ve experienced with mid-week ministry programming (e.g. January 25 

and February 1), we’re in that time of year when wintry weather impacts 

become more of a possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to 

cancel or adjust our regular schedule as a result. These changes will be made 

as soon as reasonably possible (we try our best to have a decision made at 

least 2 hours prior to start time) and then communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.  

NOTE:   If/when conditions are not good on Sunday morning because of weather, there is always the LIVE 

STREAM option. See page 14 for a reminder of how/where to access that. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 15 for specifics 

about groups that are meeting now. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (meets weekly from 6-8pm - not meeting “Super Bowl Sunday,” February 

12) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; see page 11 for more details).  

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week which includes D-Groups studying 

Quest 52. Check out page 15 for more information. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 13).  

Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, February 10 … Kids’ Winter Event (see p. 9 for details). 

Saturday, February 18 … BTG retreat day (9am to 2pm); see page 13 for more on this event. 

Sunday, February 19 … lunch meeting at noon for the VBS core team. 

Sunday, February 19 and Sunday, February 26 … the “Presidential Coin Challenge” for 

Group Huddle students - a way to bolster missions giving for this semester (see p. 12). 

Sunday, February 26 … due date for the 2nd MOVE deposit ($65). 

Sunday, February 26 … brief meeting (15-20 minutes) at noon for all volunteers who work in 

the nursery/Li’l Kid Encounter area; this will be in the Fellowship Hall. 

Friday, March 10 and Saturday, March 11 … “Super Start” for kids in grades 4-6 (see p. 9). 

Saturday, March 11 through Sunday, March 19 … mission trip to Guatemala (see the note at 

the bottom of Rick’s article on p. 7). 

Sunday, March 12 … Daylight Saving Time begins; it’s time to “spring forward.”  

Friday, April 7 through Saturday, April 9 … Easter weekend 2023. 

Saturday, April 15 … “Bullfrogs and Butterflies” at Maranatha Bible Camp for 1st and 2nd 

graders (see p. 9 for more details about this event). 

A few dates for down the road so you can have these on your calendar: 

Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 6 ... the annual youth yard sale; see pages 2 and 12. 

Sunday, May 7 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”  

Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 10 for specifics). 

July 17-21 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 12 for details). 

Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27 ... “Operation Arctic,” our 2023 VBS. 
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What MATTers to me … 
At one point in my life, I would have called golf one of my main hobbies. I wasn’t ever a great golfer (it’s hard to 
be when you play sporadically), but good enough to find it frustrating when I didn’t do as well as I thought I 
should. There’s a reason that it has been said, “Golf is a good walk spoiled” (Mark Twain often gets credit for 
the quote, but I’m not sure who really said it). Of course, even the “good walk” part is spoiled by the presence of 
golf carts what are now so common; but, I digress. Like with so many other areas of life, there’s something about 
golf that can provide us with good analogies for our spiritual lives of faith. I want to share one of those that’s 
actually connected to where we’ve been recently in our series on the Holy Spirit. 

One of the remarkable things about professional golfers is their amazing ability to land shots right where they 
want to. They may not always execute (and, it’s a bit comforting when even they fail), but they typically have such a 
good idea of how to hit the ball so that it lands right where they want it to. The word PRECISION comes to mind. 
So, how do they do it? Part of it, of course, simply has to do with their time spent in practice. They know what 
distance they hit each of their clubs: how to take it off, how to add a bit, how the wind impacts it all, etc. There’s 
something else, too: a yardage book – it contains a map of each hole on the course and gives distances from 
various landmarks on the hole to the green.  

Decades ago, famous golfer Arnold Palmer and his caddy began drawing rough yardage charts with little pictures 
of trees, fairways, greens, sand traps and such of the various holes on all the courses they played. It was Jack 
Nicklaus who really made yardage books popular. Today, golfers would feel lost without their yardage books (if 
you’ve ever watched golf on TV - and stayed awake, of course - you’ll occasionally see a golfer pull one out and 
look it over). One current golfer once described himself as feeling “naked” without it, even referring to as his 
“golf bible.” There’s great value in having that knowledge for playing a course, especially when you add-in past 
experience. Indeed, in some cases, even being off by a measly yard can have a huge impact. One former caddie 
has even made a business out of driving around the country and charting distances of some 1,000 golf courses 
and publishing his data in a book that is now available to the public. 

As one writer reflected on the role of the yardage book for a golfer, here’s the analogy he made: 

Wouldn't it be nice to have yardage books for the tough decisions we make in life? Should I date this 
person or not? Should I go to this or that school? Should we buy this house? In our technological age, we 
want specifics. We want everything mapped out. We want to remove all the uncertainties from life. We want 
to be able to use our past experiences to predict exactly what will happen in the future.  

But God hasn't chosen to work with us in that way. He has given us an essential book of guidance (i.e. the 
Bible) that we can't do without, but we still have to use judgment in how to apply what it teaches. Most 
importantly, we need to be walking with God in prayer and trust. 

 

I love the analogy and the application of it. We may want the Bible to have every specific reality mapped out so 
that our obedience can be precise. Yet, that’s not what we’ve received. Even still, what we do have in God’s Word 
is certainly sufficient for navigating the course of life - avoiding the hazards, knowing where to aim our focus, 
having a good sense of where we find God’s will, etc. Indeed, as a “lamp to our feet and a light to our path” (see 
Psalm 119:105), we don’t walk in darkness, but in the light of all He has revealed to us. 

But, let me extend this analogy one step further. Because we have the Holy Spirit, we have more than just the 
book to give us guidance and direction. We also have a divine caddy with us to help us use the Word in 
discerning, understanding and applying its message so we can live our lives of faith well! Like a caddy, He is a 
constant presence while we are “on the course of life.” He knows both the Book and us inside-and-out. What is 
more, He actually wrote the Book, the same presence who dwells within us, revealing God and His will to us, as 
well as guiding our steps. Even more, He just so happened to be involved in designing the course of life at the 
beginning as well. 
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A note from RICK ... 
Here we are already a month into 2023. Maybe you’re tired of hearing by 

now that phrase that we say to ourselves each year (or at least hear 

others say): “New Year, New You!” We promise ourselves to eat better, 

to move more, to be better with our priorities and to be a kinder, nicer, 

better version of ourselves. The new year is a good time to reset. 

And we often do well the first week, maybe even month. Some of you with very good self-control even make it 

several months in before getting distracted or tired or busy or stressful situations come up and we fall right back 

into the old habits. Why does this always happen? Why do we let situations beyond our control send us into a 

tailspin and a return to our old habits? 

Romans 12:1-2 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the 

pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

Ephesians 4:22-24 – “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which 

is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the 

new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 

How do we put off the old? We do it through the renewing of our minds. The behaviors and habits change only as 

we focus on the renewing of our core, the heart and mind.   

How do we renew our minds? We do it through time spent with God. Reading our Bible, not just reading for 

reading’s sake, but soaking in what it means and allowing it to change our hearts and minds. Spending time in 

prayer and worship. Letting the presence of God change who we are. Then, our life patterns change.  

We have to daily work to renew our minds. Old mindsets keep us following old habits, returning to the same 

grooves and patterns that makes us comfortable, but don’t really challenge us. When we really allow what God 

says and who He is to change the way we think, it will change how we react and respond in every area of our 

lives. The more time we spend with Jesus, the more we will look like Jesus to a world that is thirsty for Jesus.  

On another note: We have a team preparing to visit Life of Hope 

ministries in Guatemala next month. We’ll be doing a medical clinic and 

spending time loving on the children at Life of Hope. Please be praying 

for our team (Douglas Arnold, Doug and Susan Graves, Ben and Debbie 

Jennings, Kristie Martin, Evan and Brittany Nothstine, Rick and Luke Randleman) and for Life of Hope! Pray for 

opportunities to share the gospel, to show the light and love of Jesus, for travel mercies, and for our hearts to be 

ready! Also, another trip is already on the calendar for Spring of 2025. Start praying now about being involved! 

 

We experience so many blessings in life because of the Holy Spirit’s presence in us; this role of helping us 
navigate the course of life is without a doubt one of them. You may wish for even more specifics so you could be 
even more precise, but without a doubt, through the Word and the ongoing presence of the divine caddy, we have 
what we need. May we remember to consult both along the journey of life. May we allow God’s Word to saturate 
our minds and hearts. May we live in constant communion with the Spirit as He leads us to the right path 
through that same Word. We have what we need; let’s make sure we use it!  
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every Sunday. 

(Attention nursery/L.K.E. volunteers: see page 5 about a meeting on Sunday, Feb. 26.) 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout February. 

Lessons for February are focusing on stories of Jesus’ life and ministry (a continuation from 
material in January) . 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School Classes for kids (9:15am on Sundays) 

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids each week 
(meeting as normal throughout February) - in addition to nursery for 
our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for students in K - 2nd 
grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

Kids up through 5th grade have their own programming as part of CULTIVATE - 6:30-7:45 on 
Wednesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall (see p. 15 for broader church-wide details about 
what is happening). 

The main content for this Winter/Spring session is a series called “13 Very 
Awesome Promises and How God Always Keeps Them.” Kids are learning 
how God kept His word to people like Abram, David, Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
They are also being reminded of the promises God makes to us when we’re 
afraid, lonely, sick or in any tough situation.  
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An Upcoming Event for Kids (age 2 through 5th grade): 
 

 

 

Friday, February 10 
from 5-8pm 

 

Playing snow games … making snow cones and snow(!) … eating dinner together … watching a 
movie. It’s going to be a great night; and, parents can even drop off their kids and enjoy a date 
night while their kids are entertained. We’re looking forward to some winter fun together! 

Please make sure to RSVP by either communicating to Jessica or simply signing-up your kid(s) 
using the sheet at the kids’ check-in counter. 

An Upcoming Event for 4th through 6th Graders: 

C.I.Y. “Super Start” 
in Tulsa, OK 

March 10-11 

“Super Start” is a high-energy C.I.Y. event designed especially for pre-teens. 

A few details: Cost is $70 (this includes all meals, any merchandise will need to be purchased 
by students separately) 

 We’ll stay overnight at a church in the area (you’ll need to pack a sleeping bag, 
pillow, etc. in addition to clothes and bathroom supplies) 

 Leaving at 2pm on Friday, March 10 and returning at 8pm on Saturday, March 11. 

 

An Upcoming Event for 1st and 2nd Graders: 

“Bullfrogs and Butterflies” 
at Maranatha Bible Camp 

Saturday, April 15 
(times to be announced later)  

Come discover how God changes things! 

This is a day specially-designed for younger grade school students. It includes lunch, snacks, 
materials and activity supplies. Cost is $25/camper; this covers the student and     1 parent 
(if a 2nd parent wants to attend, it’s an additional $10 to cover food cost, etc.). 

To register, use this website: https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/ (the 
normal camp registration one - you can click directly on it if viewing this electronically). Please 

remember to select the “pay by cash” option and get the payment to Jessica. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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Les’ latest  
In the last couple weeks of Group Huddle Bible Study, we’ve challenged our 

young people to think about groups of people who are neglected, oppressed and 

forced to leave the place they call home. These studies coincide with the mission 

partners were supporting this semester. On the last Sunday in January, we 

worked through the passage found in Luke 10:29-37. 

This text challenges us to think: “Who does the Lord command me to love?” God’s people have asked 

these questions for thousands of years. For the nation of Israel, the assumption was the neighbor 

was a fellow Israelite. It’s those who would share the same practices of faith and hygiene. They 

would eat the same foods and live according to the same laws. While the neighbor may disagree on 

some peripheral issue, neighbors’ fundamental beliefs and practices would be similar, if not the same.   

Jesus did not endorse this exclusive understanding of loving one’s neighbors. Furthermore, Jesus did 

not support much of what the Israelite nation practiced and preached. They focused on knowing the 

law, but Jesus wants to see love demonstrated to others … even if they don’t look like us, talk like us 

or believe like us. 

Dates for the 2023 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha 

this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

* It’s the grade students are in for the 2023-2024 school year! 

For the April edition of “The Vine,” we will share information about registration for 

the 2023 camp season. 

Camp Session (ages/grades)* Dates (days of the week)  

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 10 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 15-17 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 11-14 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 18-23 (Sun - Fri.) 

A Look Ahead to 2023 VBS - July 24-27, evenings: 
Believe it or not, our 2023 VBS is just around the corner. 
We’ve selected “Operation Arctic” as our theme for this 
year. During this VBS from Answers in Genesis, kids will 
explore the coolest Book on the planet - God’s Word. The 
Bible is an important part of our lives; this material will 
help it come to life in a fun way.  

If you are interested in serving as a VBS volunteer, we’d 
love your help; please contact Jessica. There will be 
several meetings over the next few months as we prepare 
for VBS, including one for our core team on February 19 
at noon (lunch provided). 
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GROUP HUDDLE has resumed. It’s a weekly time (6-8pm) for middle school and high school students 

who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for students to connect 

and dive into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE Plans for the Upcoming Weeks: 

Sunday, 2/5 “Pajama Party” - It’s not a complete night without a pillow fight; come 

lounge with us! 

Sunday, 2/12 No Group Huddle; enjoy this year’s Super Bowl with your family 
and friends … and, go Chiefs! 

Sunday, 2/19 “Hail to the Chief” - No classified documents here, just a grand night of 

honoring our nation’s leaders. Happy Presidents’ Day! 

Sunday, 2/26 “Everything is Better with Ketchup” - If tomatoes are a fruit … does 

that mean ketchup is a smoothie? 

Sunday, 3/5 “The Southland Derby” - And they’re off! Join us for a night of horsing 

around. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several 

hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $30 for each 

student (this is an increase due to rising costs; this covers through May). Make 

checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through Tithe.ly by choosing 
the “Group Huddle meals” option; please cover the fee for this if you are using this option (see p. 3 
for more on using Tithe.ly). Parent volunteers are also welcome/needed to help with meals. 

 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 

A lawyer came to Jesus to inquire what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus then turned that 

question back to him to what had been written. The lawyer gave a great answer: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, 
and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). Great answer, but this guy didn’t really get it. In his 

pride, the lawyer asked Jesus to define who his neighbor really was. He assumed he could check that 

box as completed - until Jesus told this well-known, but challenging parable of the “Good Samaritan.” 

You know the story. A priest and a Levite (both religious leaders in Israel) see a fellow Israelite who 

has been beaten and left by the side of the road. Both leaders see the man and yet continue on their 

way. In contrast, there is the Samaritan man - an enemy of the Jews and the last person expected to 

help. Yet, it was this supposed enemy who had great compassion, stopped, and helped this Jewish 

man at his own cost.  

Who was the neighbor - the priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan man? Once again, the lawyer 

answered correctly: “The one who showed mercy” (verse 37). Jesus told him, “go and do 
likewise.”  

Your neighbor is that person God calls you to love despite your differences of opinions and life 

choices. They are the one who may be hard to love, yet is the very one God is calling you to extend 

mercy, forgiveness, and grace to today. Who is that neighbor who is hard for you to love? Ask the 

Lord to fill your heart with His love and mercy, then extend that love and mercy to them today. 
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for high school students 
The High School “MOVE” Conference 

At John Brown University - July 17-21, 2023 

The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $384 which includes the conference as well as some help 

with transportation cost. 

A second $65 deposit for 2023 attendees is due on Sunday, February 26.  

 You can pay via checks (payable to Southland Christian Church with “MOVE”) in the memo line; 

 this can also be paid via Tithe.ly (see p. 4) by choosing the “MOVE Conference Payment” option 
… as with any other payments such as this, we do ask that you cover the fee for this.  

Make sure Friday, May 5 & Saturday, May 6 are on your calendars for the “youth 

yard sale” fundraiser. Each year, we collect donations for this event (see p. 2); it’s a 

great way for us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students. 

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Meeting as normal throughout February. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45 each week). It’s been a choppy start to this 

semester due to weather. As we really get into the semester, our middle school/high school youth are 

using season 2 from the popular series “The Chosen” as their content. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering is currently going to support Open Door Libraries/Reading for All. 

They offer a welcoming environment filled with Christian books, media and other 

resources for all ages. These are places where people can read, listen, relax and 

socialize in Amman, Jordan; Berlin, Germany and Prague, Czech Republic. 

See previous editions of “The Vine” for more information about these organizations and their 

ministries. Their basic goal is to provide resources for seekers and believers alike in places where 

there are few evangelical churches and Christian material is limited. Recently, they have been able to 

serve the increasing refugee populations from neighboring countries like Syria and Ukraine. Their 

work also has a component of equipping pastors as well as training local Christian leaders. 

We are partnering with Open Door Libraries and Reading for All throughout the Winter/Spring 

semester. We encourage you to give generously in our weekly offering - this includes offering 

collected in both Kid ENCOUNTER and Group Huddle. 

The “Presidential Coin Challenge” will take place on Sunday, February 19 and 

Sunday, February 26. Each year, this challenge regularly boosts our missions giving 

during the Spring semester. This friendly contest will have our young people 

searching for coins under the couch cushions and doing extra chores around the 

house. They’re simply gearing up for this annual challenge that’s part of our 

missions support. This friendly contest encourages students to give in creative ways. There are no 

losers in this competition, because when we support world missions, everyone wins!  
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Southland Women 
“Blessed are those who are flexible, for they shall not break.” Have you heard that adage before? I said some form of 
that to Nate last Sunday morning, after scraping the windshield of the van with a Walgreens card …and breaking it in 
the process. Sometimes, we mean literal flexibility – if something doesn’t bend when pressure is applied, it will break. 
Often we think about trees in that context. They may be tall and stout, but if they are not able to bend and be flexible, 
when strong winds come they are likely to have limbs break or even break at their trunks. Flexibility is important in 
life. Sometimes we talk about metaphorical flexibility, meaning the ability to adjust to change and “roll with the 
punches.” That kind of flexibility can be very challenging. And what time of year calls for lots of flexibility? Yep, you 
guessed it. WINTER! 

We just went through a stretch of time when school and church activities were canceled due to weather. Icy and snowy 
roads made travel dangerous, especially travel on our church parking lot! I know there are differing perspectives on 
canceling events, but we always want to make sure our people are as safe as possible. 

I hope your time at home because of the weather was peaceful. Maybe you used the time to get extra sleep to bank 
rest and refreshment. Or maybe you were extremely productive and tackled tasks you’ve been meaning to get to for 
awhile. Maybe you played games or watched movies. Maybe you broke up fights while your kids were all home together! 
Maybe you baked treats and warmed your kitchen, while also filling the tummies of those you love. And maybe you did 
some of all the above! In whatever way you spent these days, I hope you felt at peace, with the Holy Spirit abiding with 
you, guiding you and reassuring you in whatever was going on around you. I hope He filled you with hope: “May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 

We never know what the next day will hold. Truthfully, we likely don’t even know what all of today will hold! But we can 
choose to have a heart of flexibility and trust that God is at work, both in us and in the world around us. He is faithful, 
true and unchanging. May you feel His presence with you in busy, active days as well as quiet, peaceful days.   

Box Top Girls 

WSA (Ladies Bible study) meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; we 
finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. We are currently in a session on 1 

John (started back in January). 

Girls ages 8-15 (as well as their moms/grandmas!) are invited to the annual 
BTG retreat day at Southland on Saturday, February 18 from 9am to 2pm: a 

“Pajama Party!” Come in your warm and cozy pajamas for a fun day of 
prizes, fellowship and discipleship. We hope you’re able to join us! 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

For January and February 2023, we’re in a sermon series on the Holy Spirit. We’re not 
nearly as familiar with this 3rd person in the Trinity, especially when contrasted with 
God, the Father, or Jesus Christ, the Son. Yet, within our experience of a life of faith, 
He’s really the One who is nearest to us according to the New Testament. Indeed, He is 
God’s ongoing/indwelling PRESENCE in each of us as followers of Jesus (hence the title 
for this series!). Throughout this series, we’re highlighting the beautiful reality of His 
presence, as one author has called Him, our “inside-companion” as we live out our lives of 
faith here on earth. Even beyond that, we’re considering ways the NT teaches that He’s 
active and at work as God’s presence within us. Through His presence within us, we have what we need to flourish in 
our lives of faith. This series helps us discover His activity so we can experience it to a greater degree - and even more, 
so we can participate with what He’s working to bring about in us and through us. This is what we’re calling our 
“response-action,” how we can be cooperating with Him. 

After an introductory sermon on January 8, we’re now considering different ways He is active in us: 

February 5 (Rick preaching) - He REFRESHES … Jesus uses the imagery of water that will flow forth from 
our hearts because of the Holy Spirit’s life-giving presence within us (see John 7:37-39). 

February 12 - He TRANSFORMS … He renovates us, helping us to reflect the character of Christ. 

February 19 - He GIFTS (His people for ministry) … His presence is not just for our own benefit; it’s also so 
we can bring blessing and benefit into the lives of others around us by using the gifts He’s given us to serve. 

February 26 - He EMPOWERS … we find energy for life, ministry and mission through our reliance on Him. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC/WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

We continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship service 

through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

general/public Southlnad Facebook page. Even though this format 

is not as ideal as “in-person” participation - the much better way for our family to be 

together to worship - we do value this online option as an alternative. Whatever the reason 

you are not able to be present, you can still stay connected to your church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should still be accessible at this location 

even without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland


15 

 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

Because of what we see about this in the New Testament, we emphasize this within our process statement as 

one of the key ways we can grow and be equipped in faith. That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all 

about - a small group relational context for reflecting on God’s Word and praying together. These are a great 

place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are our Connect Groups - they meet at 9:15am (we do have Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group started in September 2022) … in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house and/or still in more of the career stage-of-life … in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Connect Groups are meeting as normal throughout the month of February. 

 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 

We previously shared a flyer with details about this session; you can find it using this link: Winter/

Spring 2023 Cultivate Session (paper copies are also available at the display in the foyer).  

For our D-Group content, we are continuing on in a book called Quest 52 - sessions 

specifically focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). At the display in 

the foyer, we have made available a schedule of the chapters we’re using for this 

semester through the end of April; it has been revised to reflect weather-related changes. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring-Winter_2023_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring-Winter_2023_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

In so many different ways, just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-

hearted people who BUILD UP others through serving. At this point, there are not any specific 

areas of service to highlight where we have a current pressing need. Of course, there are 

ongoing ways where you can get involved; and we encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer 

at the display by the Welcome Center for more details about such opportunities. Let the staff 

team know if there are ways you are willing and wanting to get involved in serving.  

It regularly happens at church as it does in any home, we 

experience maintenance issues at out building (like with a 

busted water pipe recently). Dan Gray is consistently who 

we call when such things arise. In light of that, it seems appropriate to highlight him for his 

ongoing service in this way; it certainly makes a difference. So, thanks, Dan! 

Also, we mentioned this back in January, but it deserves being highlighted again. Due to a 

change in life circumstances (i.e. a job change) Jared Wilson has transitioned out of his role as 

part of our worship team leadership. It’s a good time to say “Thanks, Jared, for your service!” 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

2/5 Melissa Wilcox Andrea Conboy Sean & Megan Falconer 

2/12 Donna Lillard Amanda Butler Jessica Young 

2/19 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Stefani Hall 

2/26 Susan Graves Anna Moore Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for February 2023 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

2/5 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

2/12 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

2/19 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

2/26 
A.J. & Terra Gegg 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one 

of our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. 

Through our connection to them, we are partnering with those on the ground in 

Guatemala. In addition to an upcoming mission trip (scheduled for the week of Spring 

Break in March; check out Rick’s article on page 7 for a bit more on this), don’t forget their child sponsorship 

program. Check out their website for more details. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

On Sunday, January 22, we again recognized “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” It is a day each 

year when we re-affirm our commitment to God as the Creator of ALL human life. As such, we 

acknowledge that all human beings – regardless of any factor such as race, social status, etc. – 

all people have intrinsic value as those created in His image. Ultimately, a commitment to our 

heavenly Father means recognizing His rightful place as Creator! Whatever political debates 

may happen and whatever solutions might be proposed, our commitment in Christ should be to 

strive for what is right and just in God’s eyes (click here for more about this day). 

In addition to the vital importance of PRAYER, a key way we can LIVE OUT this 

commitment is through our partnership with the ministry of the Pregnancy Care 

Center here in Springfield. We encourage you to consider this as a way that you can put hands and feet to your faith. To 

volunteer, you can visit their website (www.417pcc.org - the site designed more for those wanting to volunteer) or call 

them directly at 417-877-0800.   

SAVE the DATE! One of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland is what we call our “LIVE OUT: 

Service Day.” For several years now, it’s been a day for us church-wide to be intentional about focusing 

on SERVICE - living out an active love. The date for this year’s service day is Sunday, May 7. We’ll be 

sharing much more about plans for this day as we get more into the Spring. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/SOHL_flyer_2023_.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0lC6iLrMXWyAeAA8dyguPXPCo00COljWQzA_UGTTZUF0XsaIxP0rSSSIU
http://www.417pcc.org

