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Our auditorium is getting 
a facelift - among other 

improvements - over the 
next several months! 

Check out page 2 for details as we’re in the 
preliminary planning stages of this exciting 

(and overdue) project. 

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in late February. 

We are in the season of the year when weather can impact our schedule. 
Make sure you check out page 4 for details about how we communicate 

any weather-related adjustments whenever they are necessary. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation... 
If you were with us on Sunday, January 23, you heard us announce information about this 
upcoming project that will be unfolding over the course of the next several months. (It was before 
Matt’s rather noteworthy quick exit stage right.) We’ve been mentioning this off-and-on 
recently, but are now ready to move more fully into this process. In light of that, we wanted to 
share a bit more information about where we are in the process, what we’re planning, how long 
it might take, etc. 

Step 1 in the process is to deal with our south wall and its problems (a water issue that really must 
be addressed from the outside). The inside work really needs to wait until this is taken care of so 
we can do it all in the right order. Fixing this issue requires attention to the concrete blocks on the 
outside (one of a few items that need attention on the exterior of our building itself as well). 
Sometime this Spring, this part of the process will happen. 

Once that is done, we can move on to the auditorium itself. Even now, we have started the basic 
planning process so that we can move forward when the time comes. In the next few weeks, we 
are going to bring in some people to help us capture what the end product will look like. From 
there, we’ll begin addressing the different work that needs to happen from later Spring into the 
Summer months. Here’s the list of early-on priorities in this renovation process: 

 Re-painting the walls 

 Replacing the carpet, including the dark purple carpet on the stage and walls 

 Addressing the sounds panel situation so that we have better coverage (that also improves 
the aesthetics) 

 Upgrading our chairs - we’ll replace the lighter purple chairs so that all of our chairs are 
the newer style (i.e. like the darker purple chairs though we’ll be transitioning to a gray) 

 Some stage improvements 

Part of this whole process will be a move away from the purple toward a more updated look as 
part of the refresh of the room as a whole. 

Some of you may be asking the good question, “How are we paying for this?” It all goes back to 
our properly sale at the end of 2018. Since that time, we’ve had a reserve fund for various projects 
that need attention on our property. We’ve been addressing some of those along the way. 
Coupled with some other financial realities - including the ongoing faithful giving of the 
Southland family during the pandemic - we are in great shape to be able to pursue this 
renovation work. Some of the broader plan will have to unfold in stages depending on actual 
costs. We certainly have enough to begin tackling this project overall. And the best news is that 
we can do it through these reserve funds without impacting our ongoing ministry. 

We’re excited about how this is all going to unfold and what it will look like once completed. In 
the end, we hope it drastically improves the look of the room … just like we care about such 
things with our homes, it should matter to us about this shared space as well as a church family. 
Among other things, it’s part of the important first impressions we can make on guests. In the 
end, something like this can go a long way! We’ll be sure to keep you updated about the process. 
In fact, once we have some better images of the overall plan, we’ll be sure to share those with you 
as well. We’re looking forward to what’s ahead. 
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life 
of the Southland family - some of them are not until later this Summer, but it’s good to have 
them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages that follow, 
we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 1. It’s a great day within the 
Southland family as SERVING becomes our intentional focus church-wide. We 
adjust the schedule of the morning so we can go out into our community to show 
love through practical action. Please put the date on your calendars and make 
plans to join us for this day! 

Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE” Conference (part of 
the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how the broader Southland family can support 
our young people is through the annual YOUTH YARD SALE. 

The yard sale is the big fundraising event for our students attending MOVE. 
This year’s sale will be May 6 and 7; Les will start accepting donations for the 
sale from the Southland family on March 6. Obviously, such donations are 
crucial to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to 

help out in this way. Once the right time comes, you can bring items to the south foyer of the 
church. If you would like to have your items picked-up from your house, call Les to arrange a 
time (417-773-1650). 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28; it’s our 2022 
VBS - “MYSTERY ISLAND.” Each Summer, this is a key event in our church family. 
This year, it’s an opportunity to learn about the one true God. Over the next few 
months, we’ll share ways you can help. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for 
kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we work together! 

MEXICO Mission Trip … July 30- August 6 (a Saturday to a Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with Casas por Cristo. The work of planning 
has to start now for this kind of trip to come together; there is an informational 
meeting on February 6 for those who are interested in going.

We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the 
Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that 
those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password 
(access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for 
us to maintain connections with others in the Southland family. 

Along the way, if any of your contact information changes, all you need to do is log-on and 
update those details yourself; please make sure you do so when that occurs. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a valuable 
communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send messages to the full lists 
we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and control if you don’t want things sent to 
a specific address). We are now using this exclusively so that all of our family-wide e-mail 
communications are coming from here. Please let us know if you’re not receiving updates OR you 
can log-in to Planning Center yourself and make sure everything is correct there. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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A GIVING-RELATED REMINDER 
2021 GIVING RECEIPTS … Receipts have been sent out via e-mail; that’s the most effective and efficient 
way for us to do this with our new Tithe.ly system. These receipts include any giving (i.e. any donations/contributions 
however you gave them). We used the e-mail address on file Planning Center for this receipt. Please find the e-mail, look 
it over and double-check the amount against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please let the office know 
and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you haven’t received a receipt and need one, please let us know (we can 
certainly provide a paper copy even, if it’s needed). Thank you for your faithful participation in giving!! 

As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax 
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own use. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used to for other purposes like for 

payment of fees (e.g. CULTIVATE meals, youth conference deposits, etc.). We do ask that you cover any 

charges, especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no 

requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
We’re in that time of year again when wintry weather becomes a 

possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to cancel or 

adjust our regular schedule as a result of it. These changes will be made as 

soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2 

hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Weekly ministry happenings - for the entire Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School classes for all kids and youth). See page 14 for 

details. Even as we’re a month into a new year, it’s still a great time to get connected 

to others in one of these groups. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland (cont.): 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. See page 13 for more. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry - A new session 

started January 12 … 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 for ministry programming. See 

page 14 for more details (as well as the kids’ and youth sections for specifics 

about what’s happening in those areas). 

Other weekly events: 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; see page 

10 for more details. Group Huddle does NOT meet on Sunday, February 13. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 12). 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening in addition to all of our 

normal ministry programming that are back up to full speed at this point. 

Sunday, January 30 … Les is having a parent informational meeting about the 2022 “MOVE” 

Conference; this is also the due date for the non-refundable $65 deposit. 

Sunday, February 6 … Rick is hosting a meeting for those interested in our 2022 Mexico 

mission trip (see p. 14). 

Sunday, February 27 … the due date for a second $65 deposit for those attending the 2022 

“MOVE” Conference. 

Friday March 25 into Saturday, March 26 … Jr. Bash for 3rd through 5th graders at 

Maranatha (see p. 8). 

Friday, April 1 into Saturday, April 2 … a women’s conference at Ozark Christian College in 

Joplin (see p. 12). 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Sunday, May 2 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”  

 Friday, May 7 and Saturday, May 8 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 9 for specifics). 

 July 10-16 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 10 for details). 

 Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 ... “Mystery Island,” our 2022 VBS. 

 Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
We have not yet wrapped-up the month of January 2022 so we do not have an update for the 

month yet. We will provide a further update in the next edition of “The Vine.” 
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What MATTers to me … 
The story of creation seems so basic. If you grew up in church, between Sunday School classes (even at very 
young ages) and other settings, you probably learned about what God made on each of the 6 days several times. 
For anyone picking up a Bible for the first time, when you start, the story of creation is where it begins. 
Obviously, the same is true for any “through the Bible” in the year that moves from start to finish; “in the 
beginning” is the beginning. Creation seems so basic. 

It’s true in another way as well: not only is creation basic because it’s at the beginning, it’s 
also so basic because it’s so foundational to the story of God’s Word and how we understand 
life. It’s why we’ve taken a couple of weeks in January for a mini-series of sermons we’ve 
called “CREATED.” If we’re going to get the story of Scripture - including the central theme 
connected to the GOOD NEWS of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection - we have to have this 

starting point right. (After all, even the story of salvation focuses on God’s plan to redeem His rebellious created 
ones through Jesus.) Indeed, God’s truth about the world and life, our Christian worldview (how we see the world 
as believers in Jesus) rests upon this conviction. As one author has put it, “The idea that God is the Creator of 
all things is the indispensable foundation on which the other beliefs of the Christian faith are based.” Everything 
builds upon that opening statement of Genesis and God’s Word as a whole: “In the beginning, GOD created.” 

I wanted to come back to that theme in this space to reflect on an implication of this truth; it says something 
about God’s place - as Creator, He is above all things . That makes a point about His authority. This is where 
many would struggle and perhaps, the reason many would rather opt for a worldview of random chance where 
there is no outside authority to whom we are accountable. To recognize God as Creator is to recognize that He’s 
in the place of the One who gets to call the shots. Right and wrong are not mysteries for us to figure out, but 
what He establishes. Beyond that, it also makes a point about His sovereignty as the KING who reigns above and 
over His creation. This is a common theme in God’s Word, especially in Psalms. And, can you guess what is often 
a key point of emphasis in such texts? That God is the Maker of all things is the reason He is also the King over 
all things, including us (e.g. see Psalm 95:1-7). What an important truth for us to remember in the midst of what 
we face in this world! Our beginning is not subject to random chance, but is the result of God’s intentional 
creation. Likewise, history is not meandering aimlessly by random chance, but is being purposefully guided by 
God’s sovereign hand. It’s true of human history as a whole and our own stories individually. That doesn’t mean 
each step of the way is going to make sense; it does mean that in the midst of it all, the same God who created is 
the same God who is moving. He’s also the same God who will make sure it gets to His intended destination. 

I remember reading Philip Yancey as he described this truth. He compared it to playing chess against a chess-
master. He described the way that any move he made was met by a response from his opponent that ended up 
working against him. Here’s what he writes as he connects the analogy to God’s sovereignty: 

Although I had complete freedom to make any move I wished, I soon reached the conclusion that 
none of my strategies mattered very much. His superior skill guaranteed that my purposes inevitably 
ended up serving his own. 

Perhaps God engages our universe, his own creation, in much the same way. He grants us freedom 
to rebel against its original design, but even as we do so we end up ironically serving his eventual 
goal of restoration. If I accept that blueprint … it transforms how I view both good and bad things 
that happen. Good things, such as health, talent, and money, I can present to God as offerings to 
serve his purposes. And bad things, too - disability, poverty, family dysfunction, failures—can be 
redeemed as the very instruments that drive me to God. 

You and I, like every other created person (all of us!), have the freedom to choose - free will. It’s part of why we 
end up experiencing some of the junk we do in life. Another reason has to do with the basic reality of a fallen 
world due to the presence of sin. Yet, in the midst of it all, God’s place as the sovereign King guiding history is 
secure … whatever move is made, He inevitably uses to serve His own purposes and lead to His intended end. And 
it all builds on the foundation that this same God is Creator - our good God, our benevolent Father, the One in 
whom we can confidently trust all along the journey. 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout the 10:30am time slot. 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time. 
“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of February. 

For February and March, kids are in a series called “Level Up” 
during their “Kid ECOUNTER” time. These lessons teach about the 
Israelites’ journey to the Promised Land. Kids will learn how God 
will take care of them too as He walks with us every day of our 
earthly journeys. 

 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

A quick note from Jessica: 

Summer is just around the corner and I am looking forward to Vacation Bible School. There will be a 

meeting on Sunday, February 27 for all the core leaders of Vacation Bible School. We will meet 

right after church and lunch will be provided (see p. 8 for more about this year’s VBS). In the next 

couple of months there will be opportunities for you to help. We will need volunteers to help during 

VBS and we will also need supplies donated for the event. 

Thank you to everyone who helped us move into our house. Our kids are adjusting and love the 

school they are attending. We are all excited to be a part of Southland. We look forward to getting to 

know everyone and thank you for welcoming us. 

Have a wonderful February and God bless! 

Regular Sunday School classes have resumed for all ages of kids 
at 9:15am - in addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we have a 
pre-K class, a class for students in K - 2nd grade and a class for 
students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 
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Grade school kids (K-5th grade) have their own programming as part of CULTIVATE. For 
this first session (now through March 9), kids are learning about Jesus’ parables. They are 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall. As part of the lessons, kids will participate in a memory 
verse, a craft and a game each week, including some fellowship time. The last night in this 
session will be a trivia night/party. We’ll share plans for the next session (3/23 on) later. 

Our 2022 Vacation Bible School - It’s still a long time until Summer, but plans are 
underway for VBS (we offer it for kids age 4 through 8th grade). We wanted to go ahead 
even now and communicate some preliminary details. 

Dates:  Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 (6-8:30 each evening)   

This year’s theme is “MYSTERY ISLAND 
… Tracking Down the One True God” 

It’s an opportunity for kids to learn more about our 
amazing Creator and Father in heaven who loves us. 
For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. 
Of course, we will have much more to share over 
the next few months as we head towards our 2022 
edition of VBS. 

March 25-26 (Friday/Saturday) - for 3rd-5th graders 

It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun activities, worship and learning about God and His Word at 
Maranatha. This session’s focus is on Jesus’ death and resurrection with an emphasis on why 

we believe what we do 

Registration is $45 (SCC covers $10/child) if registered by March 21. 

NOTE: we do plan on taking a group, even if it’s a small one; talk to Jessica if you have 
questions. We will need a male sponsor if you're interested and available. 

To register, go to the following website (it’s the normal one for camp registrations so you 
can use previous credentials): https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/; 

you can click directly on it if viewing this electronically. After logging-in, you will have to 
choose the “retreat season” option (not the summer camp one) to register. Also, please 

remember to select the “pay by check” option and get payment to Jessica. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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Camp Session (ages/grades)* Dates (days of the week)  

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 11 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 16-18 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 12-15 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 19-24 (Sun - Fri.) 

Dates for the 2022 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha 

this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

* It’s the grade students are in for the 2022-2023 school year! 

Les’ latest  
The Old Testament character Hannah is an excellent role model for how to get real with God. Her 

story is especially encouraging for those times when burdens rob us of Christ’s peace. Hannah was 

one of Elkanah’s two wives. Because she was childless, Hannah was taunted by Elkanah’s other wife.  

Although Elkanah tried to comfort Hannah with his love and provision, she was miserable to the point 

that she couldn’t eat (1 Samuel 1:7). So what did Hannah do with this all-consuming, peace-stealing 

grief? She went to the temple to have a talk with God. She dramatically poured out her pain to the 

Lord. In fact, she was weeping so hard, Eli the priest thought she was intoxicated.   

Hannah explained to Eli the reason for her sadness and shared her heartfelt prayer for a child. After 

this, Eli offered her kind and reassuring words. He said to her, “Go in peace, and may the God of 

Israel grant your petition that you have made to Him” (1 Samuel 1:17). Even more amazing than 

what Eli said is what Hannah did. Right away, she changed her demeanor and embraced the peace 

Eli had offered her. 

Hannah’s encounter with God in the temple marks the height of conflict in her life story. Without any 

tangible proof that God would positively answer her prayer, she walks out, leaving her burden 

behind. Hannah’s peace is restored, not because God has yet answered her prayer, but because, with 

the help of Eli, she handed her burden to God and trusted Him with it. This is good news for those of 

us who are carrying a great burden.  If we are as authentic with God as Hannah, we can present our 

burdens to the Lord and wait for the way He answers us. We can have the same type of peace that 

Hannah experienced. 

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their 
troubles. - Psalm 34:17 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am) - The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6.  

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45) - Our MS/HS youth are going to be using a Bible 

study series based-on the popular video series “The Chosen.” 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

2022 “MOVE” Conference 
July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $359 plus $20 for a hotel stay that first night on the way.  

 The first preregistration fee of $65.00 is due January 30 … a non-refundable deposit. 

 A second $65 deposit is due February 27.  

 You can pay via checks (payable to Southland Christian Church with “MOVE”) in the memo line; 

 this can also be paid via Tithe.ly (see p. 4) by choosing the “MOVE Conference Payment” option 
 … as with any other payments such as this, we do ask that you cover the fee for this.  

REMINDER:  there is a parent MOVE meeting on Sunday, January 30 after service. 

Make sure Friday, May 6 & Saturday, May 7 are on your calendars for the “youth 

yard sale” fundraiser. Each year, we collect donations for this event (see p. 3). It’s a 

great way for us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students. 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each Sunday – it’s a weekly time for middle school and 

high school students. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for upcoming weeks: 

Sunday, 1/30 “Snow Day Slumber Party” … a night of warm pajamas, hot soup and 

study with your small group. 

Sunday, 2/6 “Wacky Winter Olympiad” … Go for the gold! Or just simply participate 

in quirky activities without getting hurt. 

Sunday, 2/13 No Group Huddle; enjoy the big game with family and friends; 
and, of course, go Chiefs! 

Sunday, 2/20 “Presidential Coin Challenge” … Don’t miss this money-raising 

competition for world missions. Help us reach the $1,000 goal for Booke 

Effland, mor partner in Eastern Europe 

Sunday, 2/27 “Lumberjacks and flapjacks” … Looks like flannel, smells like maple 

syrup. Guaranteed memories with ax-throwing fun as well. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH: It’s expensive feeding teenagers! And so, each 
semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several 

hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 for each 

student (that covers through May). Make checks payable to Southland. 

You can also do this through Tithe.ly by choosing the “Group Huddle meals” option … please 

also cover the fee for this if you are using this option (see p. 4 for more on using Tithe.ly). 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this school/ministry year, our missions’ offering - again, it’s for both Group Huddle and our 

Kid Encounter offerings - continues to support Brooke Effland with Team Expansion. So far, 

they have raised nearly $700; great work and keep it up! 
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Southland Women 
I love that we’re beginning 2022 with a study of 
Proverbs. This Wednesday night Cultivate setting is a 
great time to consider wisdom, how to obtain it, how to 
apply it, and the rewards for using it. The book of 
Proverbs contains wisdom for so many areas of life 
and we get to study those together. During our first 
session of D-group, we discussed proverb-type sayings 
that we throw around in our culture, short pithy 
phrases packed with a message. Some may be a little 
out-dated, but we still hear them occasionally.  

~ A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.  ~ A penny saved is a penny earned.  

~ Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.  ~ Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.  

~ The early bird gets the worm. 

Sometimes we read “proverbs” written by famous people, so we take notice: 

 “Better three hours too soon than a minute too late." - William Shakespeare 

 “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” - Mother Theresa 

 “The future depends on what you do today.” - Mahatma Gandhi 

Some of you, like me, probably have phrases that you say often enough that your family and friends might 
identify them as your personal proverbs. One of mine is “If you can’t laugh at yourself, you’re taking life too 
seriously.” This one I coined because I have SO MANY opportunities to laugh at myself, so I better make peace 
with it! 

I recently read a quote that I felt had a “proverb-like” quality to it. It said: “Replace the fear of the unknown 
with curiosity.” I like that. Rather than approaching the future with trepidation, why not wonder what good will 
happen? Where will you see God at work?  

You may have heard this proverb: “Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not break.” Maybe you feel, like me, 
that this current season is requiring a TON of flexibility. In this calendar year so far, we have had so many 
events cancelled or postponed. The plans you make might happen, or they might not! Each date on the calendar 
could very well have a big question mark on it. It feels like everything must be held with an open hand.  

But in the life of a believer, is that really such a bad thing? Proverbs 16:9 says: “In their hearts humans plan 
their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.”  

Or consider the words of James: “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you 
ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2016%3A9&version=NIV
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Be looking for more details about the annual BTG retreat day - morning and 
early afternoon on a Saturday in February or March (specific date still t.b.a.).  

Box Top Girls 
The next regular BTG 
meeting scheduled for 
Friday, January 28 
has been postponed. 
We are still making 

plans for a retreat day 
in February or March. 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning 
for Intentional Living.”   

Details about the current session of WSA: 

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room); 
we finish by noon, but occasionally close even before then. 

We recently started a 6-week video series (using RightNow Media) called Captivating by John and 
Stasi Eldredge; it’s a study about what it means to be created by God as women. 

I don’t think there has been a season of life when this has been more true. We truly never know what a day 
may hold. But I take comfort in knowing that God is still in control, and He’s always the best One for that job. I 
love pondering Psalm 139:16 - “All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them 
came to be.” 

God is never surprised or caught off guard. He is directing our steps, even the ones we didn’t expect or plan. 
Take comfort in His love and care for you, and lets strive together to stay flexible, so we don’t “break.” 

An Upcoming Opportunity:  The “Women’s Conference” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin is April 1-2 

We are not formally attending this as a group. However, we did want to 
make sure you were aware of the opportunity in case you want to attend 
yourself or with someone else. Cost is $30 for the conference if you 
register by the end of February (it’s $35 after that).  

For more details and to register, check out the website: https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event. 

Women’s Ministry Events 
At this point, we are looking toward Spring (likely in April) for our next women’s 

ministry event. We’ll communicate more as we get closer to that time. 

https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event
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Our Upcoming Preaching Schedule 
After a mini-series called “Created” in January, we launch a fuller series on February 6 - a 
look at various Psalms. This was ancient Israel’s songbook. We don’t have the musical notes 
to add that extra level of heart; what we do have are these lyrics that express the heart of 
people in relationship with God … “lyrics FROM and FOR the heart!” 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of heath concerns or some other 

reason, we encourage you to stay connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

As we’ve experienced, this tool can be a challenge; it is far more complicated than it 

might seem. For example, in January, we dealt with an “out-of-the-blue” update that 

completely kept us from even to do a live stream (it was the Sunday when we later 

posted a recording of service). We ask that you continue to be patient with us as we 

continue to strive to make this available with good video and clear audio. 

Here are a few ongoing implications for how we’re handling things during our ENCOUNTER 

time at this point in our world’s COVID journey, especially as numbers are higher:  

We continue making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups 

or sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium.  

For OFFERING, instead of passing trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each 

door (you can also mail a check or give using the Tithe.ly platform - see p. 4).  

When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things spaced out as much as 

possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in-person. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

Groups currently meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:15am 
One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  

Here are the groups that we currently have meeting (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and 

youth at 9:15am as well):  

(1) The “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults 

(2) In the Great Room, a group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who 

still have kids in the house ... meetings as one group for now  

(3) In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those 

who are nearing or at retirement age ... again, meeting as one group for now 

As we continue on into the new year, this is an especially good time to make connecting with others in your 

church family a priority; these groups are a great place for that to happen! 

After a “choppy” start in January (we resumed on 1/9, then didn’t meet on 1/16), we’re 

excited to be back into the  normal rhythm at 9:15am. Groups are meeting as normal for 

the next several weeks unless circumstances arise that dictate we make an adjustment. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Cultivate meets each Wednesday … 5:30-6-15 for meal and 6:30-7:45 for ministry programming.  

We’re a few weeks into this session, but it’s not too late to join us. Adults are studying Proverbs in D-

Groups. There is also ministry programming for kids and youth (see their corresponding pages for 

more details re: each age group). There is a flyer available with an overview of this session; you can 

access it through this link if you’re viewing the Vine electronically: Winter 2021 Cultivate Session. 

Paper copies of each upcoming week’s guide for Proverbs can be found at the display in the foyer; a 

PDF version can also be accessed electronically here: http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Winter_2022_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate
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Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. 

At this point, there are not any specific areas of service to highlight where we have a current 

pressing need for volunteers. Of course, there are several ongoing ways where you can get 

involved; and we encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome 

Center for more details about volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are 

ways you are willing and wanting to get involved in serving.  

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

2/6 Melissa Wilcox Anna Martin Sean & Megan Falconer 

2/13 Cheryl McAnally Kristin Londeen Andy & Donna Lillard 

2/20 Julie Brothers Cindy M./Andrea C. Dylan & Jessica Young 

2/27 Jenelle Smith Amanda Butler Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for February 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

2/6 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

2/13 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

2/20 
Pat & Debbie Little 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

2/27 
Doug & Susan Graves 

Great Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part 

does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 

that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of 

love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

In January, we had the opportunity to highlight a couple of our local ministry partners: 

Sunday, January 2 was “CCH Day” to celebrate our partnership with Christian Campus House. Dave 

Embree preached during our ENCOUNTER time. In case you missed it, this is his last school year in 
his current role in leading CCH; we are certainly grateful for our relationship with Dave as part of our 

connection to CCH (one we look forward to continuing even after he’s done at CCH)! Ben Bunton, another staff member 

at CCH, also shared about what’s happening in the ministry. All in all, it was a good opportunity for us to highlight CCH 

as we continue our long-standing partnership with its ministry. 

On Sunday, January 23, we again recognized “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” It is a day each year 

when we re-affirm our commitment to God as the Creator of ALL human life. As such, we 

acknowledge that all human beings – regardless of any factor such as race, social status, etc. – all 
people have intrinsic value as those created in His image. Ultimately, a commitment to our heavenly 

Father means recognizing His rightful place as Creator! Whatever political debates may happen and whatever solutions 

might be proposed, our commitment in Christ should be the same: to strive for what is right and just in God’s eyes. 

In addition to the vital importance of PRAYER, a key way we can LIVE OUT this 

commitment is through our partnership with the ministry of the Pregnancy Care 

Center here in Springfield. We encourage you to consider this as a way where you can put hands and feet to your faith. 

To volunteer, you can visit their website (www.417pcc.org - the site designed more for those wanting to volunteer) or 

call them directly at 417-877-0800.   

SAVE the DATE! One of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland is what we call our “LIVE OUT: 

Service Day.” For several years now, it’s been a day for us church-wide to be intentional about 

focusing on SERVICE - living out an active love. The date for this year’s service day is Sunday, May 1. 
We’ll be sharing much more about plans for this day as we get more into the Spring; for now, we want 

to make sure you get the day marked on your calendar and be planning to participate! 

http://www.417pcc.org
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by the 

map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their newsletters available 

as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

A REMINDER - a way to bless children Guatemala through Life of Hope: In case you are not aware and are 

interested, this ministry does offer a child sponsorship program; for $30/month, you can support a child 

through their work. Southland people already sponsor several children through this program. Participating 

in such a program to support a child is a great thing to do … and doing it through trusted partners like we 

have with Life of Hope is a great way to do it! For more details and/or to sign-up, check out their website 

(click on the “Child Sponsorship” tab). 

An upcoming mission trip opportunity: Plans are in the works for another mission 

trip to the Anapra, Mexico area this Summer with Casas por Cristo. 

 The trip will be Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 

 Rick is hosting a brief informational meeting on Sunday, February 6 to share 

more details about the trip (e.g. cost, deposit due date as well as other 

specifics) and answer any questions. Please make sure to attend if you are 
interested in this year’s trip.  

Also, so you’re aware, we are in conversation with Life of Hope about another Guatemala trip sometime in 
2023 as well (yes, that’s still a long way off); we’ll share more details when it’s appropriate. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

