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There is much that still feels different and odd. There
is some that may never be the same (as they say, it’s
going to be a “new normal”). In still other ways, there
is still a long way to go. Yet, it is so, so good to be in
this season when things are at least headed back in
the direction of “NORMAL” here at Southland!
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we have shared
plans as we continue heading in that direction within
our overall ministry here at Southland here in 2021.
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We will publish the March edition of
The Vine at the end of February.
Summer seems far away … and it is.
Nonetheless, we have communicated
several dates for May through August.
So, go ahead and embrace your inner
Olaf (“Frozen” movie reference!) and
start thinking about SUMMER!

Southland “FAMILY” News
Congratulations to Kayleigh Krueger (daughter of Mark and
Melissa Wilcox; grand-daughter of Tim and Carol Ricke).
Kayleigh was immersed into Christ by Les at Southland on Friday,
January 8. We rejoice with her in her decision to follow Jesus!

As we’ve moved into 2021, we are looking forward to returning - when and as appropriate - to a
greater sense of normalcy. That includes resuming so much of what we have traditionally done
together as part of our church FAMILY life (so many things last year were obviously adjusted or
canceled altogether). Whether it’s a special event or our normal ministry programming, we will
continue striving for the balance. We want to make sure that what we are doing is safe/healthy/
wise. At the same time, we want to remain focused on carrying-out the ministry and mission of
Southland, within our church FAMILY and beyond. We have been striving for this goal
throughout this COVID-impacted season. May His blessings be upon us as we continue on in 2021!
As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following
reminders and updates in this gradual re-gathering phase. Much of this is

repeated from previous months, but we wanted to make sure we keep it in
front of our church family as more people are returning to participate with us
“in person.” As we have mentioned before, during this season of COVID-19,
we are striving to implement in a reasonable and responsible way the
guidelines that have been established. This includes keeping up-to-date with
changing information. We want to be as safe and healthy as possible even as we move forward
as a church family.
An important update to highlight (for now, extended at least into April):
Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, we are
included under the city’s mask ordinance. For specific details
about this requirement (please note that there are exceptions

related to criteria such as age, pre-existing conditions, the
possibility of appropriate distancing, etc.), you can access it here:
https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417

Beyond those specific exceptions, we ask that people adhere to the masking regulation
whenever they are participating in our church family life at Southland.
Some specific details for Sunday mornings:
We continue to take a HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering and a live stream
at the same time. Even with some of our elective classes at 9:30am, we are making an online
option available for those who have not yet returned in person.
Throughout our ministries, we continue to work to maintain appropriate distancing as much
as possible. Within our 9:30am ministries, we are using the 50% capacity guidelines for our
rooms; in some cases, that may not mean a full 6-feet of separation (masking especially
applies to such scenarios) though we will do our best. During our 10:30am ENCOUNTER, we
also continue to work to provide adequate seating with as much spacing as possible.
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Some specific details for Sunday mornings (cont.):
We have resumed our pre-ENCOUNTER ministry programming - now with a 9:30am start
time. As part of this, we are in a round of two-month elective classes for adults (for details,
click on this link: Sunday mornings at 9:30 (early 2021) - paper copies are available at the
Welcome Center as well).
See page 16 for more information about how we are approaching various aspects of our
ENCOUNTER gatherings at 10:30am.
At this point, we have fully resumed all typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming.

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s
all the more true as we need to keep making adjustments.
On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called “The
Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to the Southland family. If you’re
not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date.
We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and other
updates); please make sure we have your best address.
One of the privileges and responsibilities we have in Christ is
belonging to one another as church FAMILY. It’s part of God’s design
for what we are to experience in Christ. As a result, there are
particular times when it becomes especially important for us to care
for one another as church family.

Here at Southland, we are in one of those seasons now as a church
family with the Neils. As we have been sharing via prayer updates,
Matt and Amber’s son Isaiah has recently been diagnosed with a form
of cancer. During this time, there are all kinds of ways that we want to encourage you to be a
blessing to them. Most importantly, please continue praying - it’s the most practical thing we can
do on their behalf. Beyond that, there are other specific ways you can help as well. Instead of
identifying all of those again here, we ask that you check out what we have communicated via
Facebook (within “The Southland Scoop”) and e-mail toward the end of January. If you’ve missed
that information or cannot access it, let the office staff know and we’ll get it to you.

Throughout the next several months, may this be a time when we truly come
alongside of the Neils and love on them as their church FAMILY!

Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family:
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life
of the Southland family. While there is much more information elsewhere, we want to make sure
we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed:
MEXICO Mission Trip … July 31 - August 7 (Saturday-to-Saturday), Rick is
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” See his article (p. 8)
and page 19 for more details about this opportunity to LIVE OUT faith. The
work of planning has to start now for this kind of trip to come together.
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Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE”
Conference (part of the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how the
broader Southland family can support our young people is through the
annual YOUTH YARD SALE. This is the big fundraising event for our students
attending MOVE. This year’s sale will be on Friday, April 30 & Saturday, May 1. Les is already
accepting donations for the sale from the Southland family. Obviously, such donations are crucial
to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way. You
can bring items to the south foyer of the church. If you would like to have your items picked-up
from your house, call Les to arrange a time (417-773-1650).
Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 2. It’s a great day within the
Southland FAMILY as SERVING becomes our intentional focus church-wide. We go out
into our community to show love through practical action. Please put the date on
your calendars and make plans to join us for this day!

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29; it’s
our 2021 VBS - “Time Lab.” Each Summer, this is such a key event in our
church family. This year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s
story … from the very beginning to the very end! We have brought this
theme forward from our canceled 2020 VBS. Over the next few months, we’ll share ways that we
need your help. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us
to grow as we work together!

Other general Reminders & Info
A GIVING-RELATED Reminder
End-of-year giving receipts have been sent out for 2020. These should include any means of giving (i.e.
any donation/contribution) whether it has come in electronically or in the form of a check. Please
double-check your receipt against your own records. If there is a discrepancy, please let the office
know and we will work to get it corrected as soon as possible. Please also let us know if you haven’t yet
received a giving statement and should have.
As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to for tax purposes (even though
recent adjustments in tax laws have changed much about this). Still, we want to emphasize that this is
required of us for your benefit; it’s nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving to the Southland FAMILY!!

About GIVING during this season (a reminder) …
The following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in person or not:
1.

You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807.

2.

You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website.

3.

We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be
accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or
through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page
designed for Southland where you can give.
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PROPERTY Update:
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property development
and projects. Here at the end of January, we have a new free-standing Starbucks - at
least the external shell of one - as our neighbors. Obviously, the process of construction
has ongoing implications for us.


Our main entrance/driveway off of Republic Road is now re-opened and available for use. We
are going to have to wait and see how the traffic flows once they officially open this Spring.
Please do remember that the other access off of Kansas Avenue remains available even should
things become congested otherwise.



Part of the overall development includes a newly-asphalted area along the south edge of our
parking lot. This includes a new row of parking for us.

Obviously, this whole process has had an impact on us and our property. Thank you for your patience
in this process and do ask that it continues; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all.
NOTE: We do still have funds set aside from the property sale to continue addressing property
improvements (e.g. re-sealing/re-striping our parking lot) and other maintenance needs.
Now that the overall property improvements are done, we’ll be moving more on such items
in the weeks and months ahead.

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is possible. Unfortunately, there are
times when we have to cancel or adjust our regular schedule because of the inclement
weather. These changes will be made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to make a
decision at least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:


On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org



Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page



Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”



We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please let the
office know (via phone call or e-mail) if you wish to be contacted in this way.

Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make your travel unsafe, we
certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE:

Obviously, the realities of 2020 have moved us to a position where, even if conditions are not
good because of weather, we should always be able to make available some form of live stream
on Sunday mornings. Just a small ongoing side benefit from the past year.

What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Many ministries
and events are impacted by COVID; below, we have highlighted what is currently planned.
Sunday mornings at 9:30am (re-launched in January) … our pre-ENCOUNTER ministry
programming has resumed. See page 16 for more information.
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Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we
gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered both as an
“in person” option and joining us via the live stream (see pp. 15-16).
Sunday evenings from 6-8pm (see pp. 11-12 for the schedule) … Group Huddle for middle
school and high school youth.
Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am (the current session runs through February 18) …
WSA (Ladies’ Bible study); see page 14.

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date):
Friday, January 29 … BTG (6-8:15pm).
Friday, February 12 … a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-8:30pm at SCC for PARENTS of grade
school kids and younger (down to age 3); see page 9 for details.
Sunday, February 21 … a meeting for those interested in participating in our 2021 Mexico
mission trip. See Rick’s article (p. 8) and page 19 for more details.
Saturday, February 27 … BTG retreat day.
Friday, March 5 … a women’s ministry event (see p. 14).
Friday, March 5 and Saturday, March 6 … Jr. Bash for kids in 3rd-5th grades (see p. 10).
A few dates for down the road:
Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 ... the annual youth yard sale.
Sunday, May 2 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 10 for specifics).
July 19-24 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 12 for details).
Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 ... “Time Lab,” our 2021 VBS.
Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Since we have not yet wrapped-up the month of January 2021, we have not included an update for
the month (we did provide one for the month of December 2020 last time). We will provide a further
update in the next edition of “The Vine.”

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more
efficiently: we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY
to be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the
office or any staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out.
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What MATTers to me …
It seems like with every sermon series we do, there are particular “risks” inherent … with some series, far more
so than others. With a series in Revelation, I see the risks in how we make sense of the text in a way that shows
the practicality of the message. With a more thematic series, it’s the risk of fitting a theme into a text instead of
making sure that we’re letting the text speak on its own. With our current series (“WISE FOOLS,” see page 15),
it’s a risk directly related to the wrong way the whole concept could be taken. Please allow me to explain.
The whole concept of this series highlights a common theme in Scripture: a life of faith
regularly leads God’s people to make choices that don’t make sense to others around
them. It’s not that we automatically do anything and everything differently from others
around us just to be different. It’s that - because we see things through a different
perspective and because we live by a different set of values and because we allow the
reality of eternity to shape our here-and-now lives - we simply will choose a different
course of actions than those who are of the world. We see it with Noah in Genesis 6-9. We see it with Daniel and
his 3 friends. We see it with Paul and his commitment to the mission Jesus had given him, a commitment that led
to great suffering for the sake of the Gospel. We see it with countless others like Abraham, Joseph, King
Hezekiah and Queen Esther, just to name a few. In other words, many of our heroes of the faith would have
received the label of “FOOLS.” Yes, that’s simply part of what seems to happen when God’s people faithfully live
out a life of faith.
In 1 Corinthians 1, Paul even goes to the point of saying that as believers, we embrace the message of the cross, a
message that is fundamentally foolishness. Elsewhere in his letters to the church in Corinth, he writes about the
ways that his commitment to Jesus actually seems to attract such attention from others - the kind of attention
that causes others to shake their heads at the folly (see 1 Cor. 4:9-10). In some ways, to follow Jesus faithfully is
to invite this kind of response from others. In fact, it seems like if such a response isn’t present on any level,
then we might want to ask “Are we too much like those around us who are of the world?” Yes, we want to
maintain an “honorable” kind of reputation with others outside. And yes, we need to be able to have enough
credibility with unbelievers that we have the opportunity to influence them for Christ. Yet, that should never
become an opening for us to lose our all-important distinctiveness because of Jesus!
Here’s where the particular risk comes in: all too easily, we can begin to think in such a series that any
foolishness automatically becomes Christ-honoring. Let’s be honest, there are many, many examples throughout
church history (and even today!) where people may think they are honoring Jesus through their outlandish
behavior, but in reality, they’re just being flat-out foolish. It’s kind of like the reality of persecution; there’s a big
difference between suffering because of Jesus and His righteousness vs. receiving mockery because we’re just
being odd. A theme like the one we are looking at in this series should certainly challenge us when it comes to
our level of commitment in our faith. It should lead us to consider whether or not we are following Jesus as
faithfully as we should. However, it should never lead us to the point where we make the mistake of thinking
anything outlandish we do in life is automatically blessed by Him.

So, maybe these are the kinds of questions we should consider when it come to our “foolish” lives of faith:
(1) Are my actions that others might label as FOOLISH truly coming from obedience to Christ and my
commitment to Him? Is it consistent with His Word and the counsel of other mature believers?
(2) Are my “foolish” choices really the result of being faithful to Jesus, His priorities and His values?
(3) Is my behavior genuinely for Him and His glory or is it simply to draw attention to myself?
(4) Does my life, when it seems peculiar to others, still help to reflect positively the goodness of Jesus?
In the end, being a “WISE FOOL” is all about the choices we make because of our faith in Christ. Make no
mistake, faithfulness to Him may seem like foolishness to others. Yet, it’s only when such a life is truly flowing out
of our commitment to Him that being such a FOOL ends up being the WISEST choice we could ever make.
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A note from RICK ...
2020 kicked a lot of plans to the curb, but it’s looking like things may normalize, at least somewhat, as we move
through 2021. Let’s hope so, anyway! One of the plans impacted here at Southland was an opportunity to be a part of a
mission trip to Mexico.
Since 2009, I have been connected with a ministry and a network of churches, pastors, and families in Anapra, Mexico.
Anapra is just outside of Juarez and is situated just across the border from New Mexico. It’s one of the poorest
communities in the area. It’s impoverished. It’s sandy. It’s hot. There’s trash everywhere. But it is a place that I have
come to love because of the people who live there.
People like Alicia Zuñiga, who, when given a new house to help her and her
family, immediately began to use it as a way to reach out to the single moms
in her neighborhood.

People like Pastor Ezekiel who led his financially poor church to raise money
and build a house for another family and another church across town.
People like Julio and Hector (who recently passed away) and more who
spend their days loving their neighbors in Jesus’ Name.
Good people … who love Jesus even in hard circumstances.
Over the years I’ve fallen in love with this place and these people. And I’d like to introduce you to them as well!
So, after postponing the trip last year, we are rescheduling the trip to Anapara, Mexico through “Casas Por
Cristo” for this summer (Saturday, July 31 through Saturday, August 7). Casas is an organization based in El
Paso that connects teams with pastors and families to build a house that the family wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford
for themselves. We will be able to come in, meet a new family and build them a home from the ground up. The nice
thing is that Casas has it down to a science and we don’t have to have much in the way of construction experience to
build the house. If you can swing a hammer and listen to instructions, then you’re capable. When we’re not building the
house, we will spend our evenings visiting other families, hanging out with the kids (so many kids!), providing food,
worshiping with the church there and more.

I’m looking to take a team of at least 10-15 people, so if you and/or your family have interest in a short-term
mission’s trip for this summer, I’d like you to join us for a meeting on February 21st just after church. I’ll have
some information to give you – details plus odds and ends – and provide a time for you to ask questions. It’ll be a fairly
short meeting. I promise . Again, we are looking at that first week of August. We will be driving, which will help keep
our individual costs to around $300 per person.
Be praying about this opportunity for you and your family. I’m excited about what’s in store!
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We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).
For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).
For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker.
REMINDER: we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please check your
kids in when you first arrive. Of course, you only need to do it once each morning.

(1st - 5th grades)
Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot:
Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting
throughout the whole service.
“Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service
in the Great Room. Kids stay with their families at the beginning of service and are
dismissed at the appropriate time.
Our kids are using a curriculum called simply “Books of the Bible.” Over 12
weeks, they are learning about the different 66 books. These lessons include
creative teaching ways to help kids remember what each of the books is about.
We’re grateful for Les and the rest of our volunteer team who work to help
our kids grow in their knowledge of God’s Word!
A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 12 (under “Group Huddle Missions”) for a
reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year.
Here in 2021, we have resumed our Sunday School classes for kids - starting at 9:30am instead
of 9am. See the signs in the hallways if you need to know where your child’s age group meets
(remember that all kids need to check-in at the nursery counter).
An upcoming FUN opportunity for kids:
6-8:30pm on Friday, February 12 - for a nyone with young
kids, the advertising angle is a “Parents’ Night Out;” but for
the kids, it’s all about a night to hang out with friends at church
and have fun together. Dinner will be served as well.
This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a children’s
ministry event, there is no charge. You can RSVP on the Facebook posts (either
in “The Southland Scoop” or the “SouthlandKIDS Parents’ Page”).
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March 5-6 (Friday/Saturday) - for 3rd-5th graders
It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun activities, worship and learning about God and His Word at
Maranatha; this session’s theme deals with the tower of Babel. As is typical for these Jr.
Bash sessions, there’s again a science-based emphasis.
Registration is $45 (SCC covers $10/child) if registered by February 23.
NOTE: there is no guarantee that we will have a group go; of course, you and your child
can attend even without a larger group from Southland. A lot will depend on the level of
interest that we have. Talk to Les if you have any questions.
To register, go to the following website (it’s the normal one for camp registrations so you
can use previous credentials): https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/; you
can click directly on it if viewing this electronically. Please remember to select the “pay by
check” option and get the money to Les.
Plans are underway for our 2021 VBS (kids age 4 through 8 th
grade). Since we lost our 2020 VBS to COVID, we’ve brought
the theme from last year forward to this year. We wanted to
go ahead and communicate some preliminary details.
Dates:

Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 (our VBS
runs from 6-8:30 each evening)

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has
always existed and will exist FOREVER!
For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. Of course, we
will have much more to share over the next few months as we head
towards our 2021 edition of VBS.

Dates for the 2021 camp season
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha
this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar.

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st)

June 12 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2 -4 )

June 17-19 (Thurs. - Sat.)

nd

5

th

&6

th

th

Grade Camp

Middle School Camp (7th-8th)

June 13-16 (Sun. - Wed.)
June 27 - July 2 (Sun - Fri.)

Remember, it’s the grade students are entering next school year!
There are high school sessions that students can attend as well, but we do not take a group
to any of these. Our youth group attends the CIY “MOVE” Conference instead.
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Les’ latest
Earlier this month in “Kid Encounter,” our young people were guided through the compliance of Joshua in the
face of the intimidating fortified city of Jericho. The lesson was enhanced with our young people marching
around the room with imaginary trumpets. As we consider the details of the story in Scripture, this would have
been an incredible experience.
The two most important elements of this text include trusting God and obeying His commands.
Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and
its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have
seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around
the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long
blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse
and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”

- Joshua 6:2-5
Joshua needed God’s guidance as he faced one of the most crucial moments of his life. He already knew the
outcome of the battle against Jericho since the Lord had promised him success. The specific strategy God gave
him, however, was so unorthodox that it must have left him scratching his head. Battles were not typically
won by merely marching in a circle around a city’s walls. Despite any concern, Joshua and his entire army
believed the Lord and followed the unusual plan.
Although we won’t face that exact situation, there will be times when obedience to God’s Word will be a
challenge because it goes against our natural reasoning. We hesitate, rationalize or make excuses as to why
we cannot possibly do what the Lord asks. Consider these commands:


“Don’t be anxious about anything, but pray about everything” (Philippians 4:6).



“Forgive one another just as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 4:32).



“Consider it joy when you encounter trials” (James 1:2).

Yet, just as God’s instructions to Joshua did not seem like a strong battle strategy, these directives do not
always make sense to us either; and yet, God insists they’re for our good. As Joshua did, we simply need to
trust His wisdom and obey.

GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who
strive to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into
God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship.

Group Huddle meets from 6-8pm each week (see below for an exception).
GROUP HUDDLE themes in January and February:
Sunday, 1/31

CHEER IT! … “Mascot Mayhem” (We’ve matched silly costumes with
ridiculous competitions; don’t miss it!)

Sunday, 2/7

No Group Huddle (Enjoy the big game with family and friends)

Sunday, 2/14

TASTE IT! … “Ooh, La, La, Paris” (Bonjour! Enjoy the ambience of a
Parisian café. You can almost taste the bagels.)
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Sunday, 2/21

PLEASE RISE! … “Presidential-palooza” (Hail to the chiefs! Enjoy a
great night recognizing our founding fathers and leadership throughout our
nation’s history.)

Sunday, 2/28

WEAR IT! … “Smells like school spirit” (We’ve got spirit, yes we do;
we’ve got spirit, how ’bout you? Represent your school with flair.)

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS:
Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding
several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25
for each student attending from your household (that covers the
whole semester, through May).
GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS:

For this current school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North
African country, just highlighting another amazing team member named Lisa.
The “Presidential Coin Challenge” will take place on Sunday, February 14
and Sunday, February 21. Each year, this challenge regularly boosts our
missions giving during the Spring semester. So, don’t be alarmed if you find
your teenagers looking under the couch cushions for change or even asking
for their allowances early. They’re simply gearing up for this annual challenge
that’s part of our missions support. This friendly contest encourages students to give in creative
ways. There are no losers, because when we support world missions, everyone wins!

2021 ciy conference updates
The Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference: As we communicated last month, CIY
made the decision to suspend their “BELIEVE” Conferences for the Spring of 2021.
Unfortunately, this includes the one our middle school students would typically attend.
The impacts of COVID-19 make it too challenging to move forward with planning,
especially given the ongoing uncertainty even in this new year.
High School “MOVE” Conference (for the classes of 2021-2025): This
year’s theme for MOVE is “FOR ALL - FOREVER!” No matter who you are … no
matter where you’re from … no matter how good you think you are, or how bad
… the Gospel is still for you. Check out the CIY website for more information on this year’s theme:
https://new.ciy.com/move/2021 (if viewing electronically, you can click directly on that link).
WHEN:

Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 24

WHERE:

John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas

COST:

The total cost is $334/student; a second deposit of $65 (after the original
one from January) is due by Sunday, April 28.
ATTENTION students and families: Make sure Friday, April 30 &
Saturday, May 1 are on your calendars for the annual “youth yard sale”
fundraiser. Each year, we collect donations for this event (see p. 4). It’s a great
way for us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students.
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southlandwomen
Happy New Year! I’m sure by now you’ve adjusted to the new year; we’re almost a month into 2021. As a new
year begins, many of us make resolutions. Often, those resolutions don’t carry us very far. Some people avoid
resolutions altogether; others of us may stop short of formal resolutions, but we still set some basic goals and
work to improve some area(s) of our life. A new year just seems like an ideal time for a reset or for making
an adjustment.
I would guess that many of us want to spend more time in God’s Word this year. I am one of those! Many of us
have likely been reading the book of Genesis again in this new year. I bet you would agree with me that there
are some hard stories and themes within Genesis! I don’t think I have ever felt that quite as keenly as this
year, because my newly-turned-twelve-year-old is in the same reading plan and has been reading the same
hard passages!
But the book of Genesis is also rich in the history of God’s relationship with His people. We learn about God
and we meet key characters in the story God is writing. One of the characters we meet is Abram (who would
later have his named changed to Abraham), and a passage about him that seemed to jump off the page for me
this time through is found in Genesis 15:6 …
“Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness.”
WOW! In the context of the story, Abram had been chosen by God and told
that he will have many descendants. They will be blessed, and eventually all
the nations of the earth will be blessed through him. But at the time God had
spoken these words, Abram had no child and therefore no heir. In this scene
from Genesis 15, God has just told Abram that he will have a son and Abram
believed God.
Now, if you know the story, you know that this is not the end of it. There is drama still to come: humans
making choices based on faulty human thinking instead of fully trusting God’s promise. And the world at large
is still dealing with the aftereffects of those human decisions. But in that moment, Abram BELIEVED God. And
though the rest of the story played out the way it did, New Testament authors many years later would point to
the significance of Abraham’s belief in God (see Romans 4:3, Galatians 3:6 and James 2:23). James even
adds this dimension “and he was called God’s friend.” His example becomes a model for our simple trust and
embrace of Jesus, a faith in Christ that God uses to save us because we believe Him and His promise.
The thought has pulsed in my mind since reading this passage “I want to believe God.” I want to believe that
He is all-powerful, that He is at work, that He is faithful, that He has things within His control. I would even
say that most days I do believe God. But I have my moments when I have to admit I don’t believe Him nearly as
well as I want to or as I should. I can become discouraged and doubtful when circumstances overwhelm me.
When situations are hard. When I don’t know the outcome. Or even when my feelings blind me to the truth of
His goodness. I need that belief and I need God to credit it as righteousness. I know what my own
“righteousness” is like! I echo Isaiah, “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
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acts are like filthy rags …” (Isaiah 64:6). That reminds me of Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” I certainly qualify. I need Jesus to wash away my sin, and I’m so thankful that He
gave Himself to purchase my salvation and do that for me!
Thank goodness for God’s mercy and grace! And our response starts with believing God. Believing that He
exists. Believing that He is good. Believing that He loves and saves through Jesus and leads us to His best.
That He has a plan. That He is still at work. That He is faithful. As the world’s issues swirl around me, as I
seek to live for Jesus, as I strive to tune in His voice and tune out the world, I cry out with the father whose
son needed Jesus’ healing in Mark 9:24 “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event
We schedule occasional events to provide an
opportunity for ladies to come, relax and enjoy some
time together.

Our Spring event is Friday, March 5 from 6:30-9pm.
Come make a modern hoop wreath (sample
to the right) - no need to bring any supplies.
Childcare and snacks are provided.
This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to spend time
studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with
sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.”
Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am … the current session runs through February 18.
It is a 6-week video series called Uninvited: Living Loved when You Feel
Less Than, Left Out and Lonely by Lysa TerKeurst
Coffee and supplies for hot tea are available during WSA - in addition to growing
deeper through the study, it’s an opportunity to grow relationships with other
Southland women as well. The next session of WSA will launch sometime in March.
After 1/29, the next
regular BTG meeting is
in March (see below
for the retreat date).
BTG meetings are
from 6-8:15pm and
dinner is included.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.

The annual BTG retreat day is Saturday, February 27 from 9am to 2:30 or 3pm.
Be looking for more details (information will be communicated more directly).
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ...
At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role: Rick
Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just like in other areas of
our ministries, we are grateful to have people who are willing to use their God-given giftedness in this way.
If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or
Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers!

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
We’re currently in a sermon series called “WISE FOOLS” - a paradox,
or perhaps, even an oxymoron. Two words that are contradictory on the
surface. Yet, they do fit together within a life of faith; we see this on
display regularly in God’s Word. There are numerous times when faith
produced in a specific individual (e.g. Noah or Caleb/Joshua) a course
of action that certainly seemed FOOLISH to others around them. But,
in the end, these people and their choices were, in fact, truly WISE,
especially when factoring in God’s perspective and His response.

These stories speak to our situation as 21st century followers of Jesus. For sure, as we live out the lives we are called to
in Christ, there should be a faith-produced distinctiveness - a contrast to those in the world around us. As it did for
those in the stories of Scripture, it should at times cause others around us (especially unbelievers) to find our choices
peculiar and odd. They likely may even label us as “FOOLS” for the fruit of our faith. Yet, within the context of
spiritual realities we know to be true (e.g. who God is, His promise to reward faith, the existence of eternity, etc.),
these choices that seem foolish to others are actually quite WISE, indeed, even the wisest way life can ever be lived!
We’ll be in this series through the end of February as we consider different characters in God’s Word. As we come to
these stories, we want to learn what it looks like for to live as such “WISE FOOLS” in our world today.
NOTE: If you are looking to catch past sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through our main
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available there on the
main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion.
Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - both “in person” gathering and online.
We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM option through Facebook LIVE.

We now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream
directly from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of
course, it can still be accessed through our Facebook page as well.
See the next page for some specifics about how we are approaching different aspects of our
ENCOUNTER time during this COVID-impacted season.
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Some specifics about how we are approaching things in this season:


The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have shifted how we are
approaching this time - still offering the pre-packaged kits for those who prefer this
option, but also using trays (see the update we have communicated on our Facebook
pages). If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready.



OFFERING … We also have boxes at each auditorium entrance to collect offering. Of course,
however you are participating (in person or online), you can still use the giving options
we’ve highlighted on page 4.



We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating virtually.
You can use your own supplies. Or, we are making note sheets available as a PDF that you
can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option mentioned on page 6).



As far as SEATING goes, we are committed to doing what it takes to make sure our seats
are appropriately spaced out while still facilitating those who are joining us in person.

CONNECT
and GROW DEEP
When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call
“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland.
CONNECT Groups (these mainly met on Sunday mornings) are designed to be a context where
people can discover Christian community and experience a smaller sense of FAMILY.
Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (most recently with D-Groups as the format) is about
helping us plant deep roots down into Christ and Scripture within an even smaller context.

For most of 2020, so much of our focus has been directed toward our ENCOUNTER worship time - these other
ministries unfortunately had to remain paused.
As we’re now in 2021, we have resumed our fuller Sunday morning schedule … now
with a 9:30am start time. Obviously, everything on our ministry calendar is not back
to where it was pre-COVID. Yet, at least for now, this 9:30am time slot has provided
more of an opportunity for connecting in relationships and growing deep in God’s Word together. It has been
so encouraging to get back into more of a normal rhythm of things!
Here’s what it looks like:
Sunday School classes for kids and youth
“The Launch” Connect Group for college-aged students in Room #5
Beyond that, we are offering three specific elective options in lieu of normal CONNECT Groups.
For more details, check out this flyer: Sunday mornings at 9:30 (early 2021) (click on the link to access
the PDF electronically; paper copies are also available at the Welcome Center).
As we move toward the end of February, we’ll share more about the elective plans for beginning in March.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
As we continue moving back toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of service
within our church family. That’s especially true here in 2021 as we’ve moved to a fuller/more
normal schedule on Sunday mornings. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to
fill. And yet, there are regular ways you can serve. Please let us know if there are ways you
are willing to help in this season - whether ways you previously served in the past or perhaps
in a new way.

SERVING SCHEDULE for February 2021
We are still not back to publishing a full serving schedule. Below, we have listed some roles of
service we have specifically scheduled. Please note: during this season, we are still needing
people to serve as greeters - our preference would be from both 9:15-9:40 and 10:15-10:40 - as
well as foyer hosts throughout our ENCOUNTER worship service.

Greeters/Foyer

Computer

Serving Team Leader

Still working to put this
together; please let the
office staff know if
you’re willing to serve
in this capacity.

Sonya Simpson

Mark Miller

Dan Gray

Doug Graves

Simeon Martin

Ben Jennings

Nate Jennings

Les Londeen

Nursery workers
(all morning)

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER

Kid ENCOUNTER

(age 3 - K)

(1st - 5th grades)

2/7

The Graves Family

Kristin Londeen

Stefani Hall

2/14

Amanda Miller

Traci Prater

Les Londeen

2/21

Julie Brothers

Andrea Conboy

Brad & Ashley Worthy

2/28

Jenelle Smith

Anna Martin

Jamie Millican/Anna Randleman

2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As
each part does its own special work, it helps the other
parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.ccozarks.
org/crosslines

www.cchonthe.net

www.417pcc.org

www.occ.edu

www.show-mehome.com

A look back to a couple of significant days in January:

It was a privilege to host Dave Embree as part of our 2 nd annual “CCH
DAY” on Sunday, January 3. This is a day when we highlight our
partnership with Christian Campus House, one of our long-standing
local ministry partners here at Southland. We encourage you to
continue lifting up in prayer this ministry to college students.
On Sunday, January 17, we participated in the annual “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.”
It’s an important day to speak out against any way that our culture diminishes the value
and dignity of human life. At the same time, it’s a day to affirm our commitment to life,
especially because of God’s place as Creator, the One who has made each and every
person in His image. (Check out this flyer for more information about the day: “SOHL
2021 Flyer” - click on the link to access it electronically; as is our custom, there are also print versions of this at
the Welcome Center). Part of the day includes an opportunity to highlight the Pregnancy Care Center. It’s a great
ministry that we have the privilege of partnering with here at Southland. We certainly encourage you to be informed
about their work and, if you are interested in getting involved, to volunteer to be a part of what they do.
One of our favorite days on the calendar is what we call our “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It’s a
day for us church-wide to be intentional about focusing on SERVICE - living out an active love.

This year’s “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is going to be Sunday, May 2
Over the next couple of months, we will be planning and preparing for the day; be looking for
more details. After missing on this day in 2020, we’re certainly looking forward to it this year!
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners,
we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This
is really the only way one of our partners can share with supporters
as their location makes any online presence too risky from a security
standpoint. Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-

19 realities impact their locations as well!

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Unfortunately, there were several COVID-related postponements in 2020.
One such event was a Mexico mission trip scheduled for last Summer. Well,
good news: we have been able to re-schedule it for 2021! We know that
things are still not “normal” and there are still questions about what this
might all look like, especially with a border crossing involved. At the same
time, we feel like this is an appropriate opportunity for us to pursue. Plus,
the only way that can happen is if we start the planning process now.
DATES:

Leaving Saturday, July 31 and returning Saturday, August 7

LOCATION:

Anapra, Mexico (across the border from El Paso, TX) with “Casas por Cristo”

COST:

$300/person after the portion that Southland is covering for materials, etc.
On February 21, Rick is hosting a meeting for those who are interested in this trip.

See his article on page 8 for more about Rick’s heart for “Casas” and what will be involved.
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