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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.
Our theme for this current ministry year:
What’s Inside …
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Like runners in a relay race, we find ourselves as part
of a long line stretching back to the early church. We
celebrate what has been passed on to us; we
embrace the responsibility to pass it on to others.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on February 26.

As we experienced already on a Wednesday evening in January, we are in the
season when weather can impact our schedule. Make sure you check out page 3
for details about how we communicate any weather-related adjustments whenever
they are necessary.

Southland “FAMILY” News
We want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest
member (placed membership on Sunday, January 19):

Karen Lyons
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key events in the life of the
Southland family. We’re going to highlight them here in one spot to make sure they’re not missed:
MEXICO Mission Trip … this August (specifically, the 1st through the 7th), Rick is
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico. See page 20 for more details about this
opportunity to LIVE OUT faith. It needs to be mentioned this far in advance
because

Part of the reality of planning trips for youth conferences like BELIEVE and MOVE is that they are
costly. To help offset those expenses, our youth group offers some fundraising opportunities. We are
certainly grateful for the generosity of the broader Southland family in those efforts!
On Wednesday, February 5, our middle school students are serving the CULTIVATE
meal from 5:30-6:15 (a taco/nacho bar) as a way of raising money for “BELIEVE.”
Donations are greatly appreciated! Proceeds will help to reduce the cost for those
attending this conference in late March.
For our high school students and their annual summer trip to the MOVE
conference, it’s the annual “YARD SALE” they host each May that is the big
fundraiser. This year’s yard sale will be on Friday, May 1 & Saturday, May 2.
Sometime soon, Les will start accepting donations for the sale from the
Southland family. Obviously, such donations are crucial to making the yard sale a successful
endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way.
There are two other major events we want you to have on your radars:
Sunday, May 3 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see p. 20 for more details).
It’s a day when SERVING becomes our intentional focus church-wide as we go out
into our community to show love through practical action. Please put the date on
your calendars and make plans to join us for this day!
Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30 … our 2020 VBS - “Time Lab.”
Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church family. This year,
it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … from the very
beginning to the very end! We’ve already started preparations. Over
the next few months, we’ll share ways where we need your help. Not only is VBS a great
opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we work together!

GIVING RECEIPTS for 2019
End-of-year giving receipts have been sent out. Please double-check it against your own records.
If you discover a discrepancy, please let the office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also,
if you haven’t yet received a giving statement and should have, please let us know. As a reminder,

we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax purposes
(even though adjustments in tax laws have changed much about this). Still, we want to emphasize
that this is required of us for your benefit; it’s nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving to the Southland FAMILY!!
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Other general Reminders & Info
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility.
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:
 On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org
 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page
 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”
 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.
We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE: If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call
when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405.

What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids
and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal for throughout the
month of February.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time
when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God.
Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; check
out pages 8-9 for specific details (GH is not meeting on February 2).
Wednesdays - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time for ministry programming …
CULTIVATE, our mid-week “GROW DEEP” ministry; see page 16.
Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 … WSA (Women Set Apart) - a study called “The Storm Inside.”

All Events (listed by date):
Wednesday, February 5 … a fundraiser dinner for our middle school youth group’s trip to the
“BELIEVE” Conference in Kansas City (this happens in late March).
Sunday, February 9 … due date for the $75 deposit for those who ; see page 20 for more
information.
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.):
Friday, February 14 … a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-8:30pm at SCC for PARENTS of grade
school kids and younger (down to age 3); see page 7 for details.
Friday, February 21 (7pm) through Saturday, February 22 (7am) … “Rockin’ Winter Lock-in”
for high school students (there is a different event for middle school students in April).
Saturday, February 29 … BTG retreat day.
Sunday, March 8 … Daylight Savings Time begins.
Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28 … “BELIEVE” conference for middle school
students; see page 10 for more details.
A few dates for down the road:
Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2 ... the annual youth yard sale.
Sunday, May 3 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 8 for specific dates).
July 11-15 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 11 for details).
Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... our 2020 VBS.
Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … January 2020
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot
of one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for December = $28,171 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $7,042 75

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $181,863 for a
weekly average a little over $8,260. Our projected budgetary need (based on current realities, etc.) is
about $430,000 to $440,000 for the year which breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week.
Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving!

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more
efficiently: we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to
be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any
staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out.
For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).
Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists.
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What MATTers to me …
Back in early January, I had occasion to speak on the phone with Dave Embree from Christian Campus House.
I’ve known Dave for nearly 10 years now - we connected early on once we had moved to Springfield back in 2010.
Throughout my ministry years here, I have found conversation with him to be quite encouraging. Between our
“CCH Day” on Sunday, January 5 and a retreat CCH had for their student leaders at Southland the next
Saturday, it had given Dave and me a couple of good opportunities to visit.
This particular phone conversation was in the midst of some challenging ministry realities. The chance to visit with
someone who knows the “trenches” of ministry was good for my heart that day … even though a logistical matter
had prompted the call in the first place. As we spoke, I was expressing my gratitude - and even admiration - for
Dave’s long-standing faithfulness to God and the work of CCH. In the midst of difficult seasons, there’s
something inspiring that comes from being able to observe those who have set such an example of endurance as
Dave has over the years. I am far too much of a realist to think that his decades of ministry at CCH have always
been completely fulfilling and nothing but joy throughout. The ability to rely on the power of God’s Spirit to keep
pressing on regardless seemed particularly impressive to me during my own sense of struggle.
It was in that context that Dave shared with me a metaphor that I thought
poignantly captures so much of what ministry (and life) can often feel like:
37 degrees and cloudy. He had jotted this idea down several years ago with
the intent to someday write a refection on it. (I hope he’s okay with me
doing it in this context before he had a chance to do it.) He went on to
describe the way that many enjoy snow - when it’s even colder that 37
degrees, but there’s something positive from the chilly weather as the white
stuff falls from the sky (I know, some don’t even like that at all, but many do). Likewise, even if it’s colder, but
sunny, well, there’s something bright and beautiful about such a day. Of course, many are going to find warmer
temperatures to be far more enjoyable, and thus, preferred. But, who really likes 37 degrees and cloudy?! In
Dave’s opinion - and it’s pretty easy to concur from my perspective – it’s such an unpleasant weather condition.
And yet, here’s the basic reality about weather: we cannot do anything to control it. We can try to understand it
and even predict what it’s going to do. We can change locations on the map in search of weather we might find
more agreeable. But, there’s NOTHING we can do to control it; and so, yes, there are days, perhaps even
stretches of days, when 37 and cloudy are simply what is.
Metaphorically, the analogy of 37 degrees and cloudy is quite appropriate for the parts of life that we find to be
challenging and yet, at the same time, mundane. (Incidentally, we can think about other ways that weather can be
used metaphorically as we talk about the “storms of life” or “when life’s sunny” - it’s even a spiritual connection
we make.) We find ourselves having to trudge our way through struggles, when things are certainly not sunny. We
find ourselves wishing that things would break one way or the other. Even in ministry, I can find myself feeling
discouraged by the realities that we cannot always control - they are not particularly pleasant nor can we find
much good in them, but that doesn’t change the fact that they’re quite real. Such a season is precisely what Dave
and I had been talking about when he introduced me to the metaphor. Rather quickly, I found my heart drawn to
this great way of packaging what I was feeling … it was even enough to produce an initial surge of emotion in me.
We continued the conversation as we reflected more on ministry and life. It was toward the end of it all, though,
that I was unprepared for what Dave would say next … though I should have expected it from a preacher ! He
said this, “But, we can still have shalom when it’s 37 and cloudy.” The Sunday before he had used this Hebrew
word as part of his sermon: it’s peace, not just the absence of conflict, but even more positively, the presence of
wholeness in life through our relationship with God. Indeed, even when the circumstances of life and ministry are
far from what we might choose, because of who He is and what He’s done in Christ, we can find satisfaction and
joy regardless. If we want to remain faithful, that seems a good truth to keep in mind and experience.
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A note from RICK ...
As I’m writing this we’re looking at starting up the second month of 2020 … unreal. It won’t be long
before spring is here with warmer weather. Summer won’t be far behind. Man, life moves fast! Life
can get so busy, can’t it? It’s so easy to move right from one thing to the next. We fill our lives with
so much stuff, so much busyness, that sometimes we forget to sit back and relax. We also forget
the need to evaluate our lives, to reconnect with Christ.
Gordon MacDonald suggests, in his book Rebuilding
Your Broken World, that we occasionally need to
submit ourselves to a spiritual friend and periodically
“check the gauges” of our lives be thinking through
and answering some or all of the following questions.
It can provide a kind of check-up for our spiritual
health. Let these questions provide a fresh perspective
to the activity, priorities, and relationships that you
invest in during this season:
1.

How is your relationship with God right now?

2.

What have you read in the Bible this past week or month? How is He speaking to you
through His Word?

3.

Where do you find yourself resisting God these days?

4.

What specific things are you praying for and who are you praying for?

5.

What tasks/projects are you facing right now that you consider incomplete?

6.

What habits intimidate you?

7.

What are you reading?

8.

How are you engaging in play and rest?

9.

How are your immediate relationships with family (nuclear and extended)?

10. If a person were to ask the person closest to you about the state of your mind, spirit,
and energy level, how would they respond?
11. Are you sensing any spiritual attacks from the enemy right now?
12. Are there any unresolved conflicts in your circle of relationships?
13. When was the last time you spent unhurried time with a good friend?
14. What kind of time have you spent with someone who is a non -Christian?
15. What challenges do you think you’re going to face in the coming weeks?
16. What would you say are your fears at this time?

17. Are you sleeping well?
18. What are you most thankful for?
19. Do you like yourself at this point in your pilgrimage?
20. What are your greatest confusions about your relationship with God?
21. Where are you serving?
It's crucial that we have a spiritual checkup now and then, and when better than at the beginning of a new year
before things get moving too fast?
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To help us with creating a safe environment, we use a check-in process on
Sunday mornings. We need any kids - birth through 5th grade - who are going
to participate in our kids ministries (Sunday School at 9am or during
ENCOUNTER time at 10:30am) to be checked-in. For those who are coming
for the first time, please stop by and provide registration information. For
those who are already in the system, we simply need to get them checked-in.

(1st - 5th grades)
1st through 5th graders (it’s different for those Kindergarten and younger who meet from 10:30
on) start out in our ENCOUNTER service until being dismissed … typically during offering. “Kid
ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of February.
During Kid ENCOUNTER, our grade school students are raising money to support Allen and
Marilynn Todd as they prepare for their mission work in New South Wales, Australia.
In conjunction with Group Huddle on Sunday nights,
we have now raised more than $1,000 as of the end of January!

For our current Spring semester, we are using “3-2-1
Penguins” - available through our subscription to RightNow
Media. After watching the video designed to reinforce
Biblical values (this series began from the original company
that produced Veggie Tales years ago), the kids are having some discussion time
about the lesson. Then, the kids are enjoying a fun environment with games and
other activities to be together with their church friends.
An upcoming FUN opportunity for kids: “Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night”
6-8:30pm on Friday, February 14 (yes, Valentine ’s Day!) - for
parents, it’s an opportunity for a night out; but for the kids, it ’s
all about a night to hang out with friends at church and have a lot
of fun together. Dinner will be served as well. RSVP via Facebook
or at the Welcome Center. There is no charge for this event.
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It’s still a long time until Summer, but plans are underway for
our 2020 VBS (kids age 4 through 8th grade). We wanted to go
ahead and make sure we communicated some preliminary details.
Dates:

Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 (our VBS
runs from 6-8:30 each evening)

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has
always existed and will exist FOREVER!
For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. Of course, we
will have much more to share over the next few months as we head
towards our 2020 edition of VBS.

Dates for the 2020 camp season

Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha
this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar.

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1 )

June 6 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th)

June 11-13 (Thurs. - Sat.)

st

5

th

&6

th

Grade Camp

Middle School Camp (7th-8th)

June 7-10 (Sun. - Wed.)
June 14-19 (Sun - Fri.)

The Summer
2020 camp
theme focuses
on Paul

“RELENTLESS”

Remember: it’s the grade students are entering next school year!

Les’ latest
God’s timing is perfect. I need to remember this, because I’m not the most patient person in the world. It’s not
that I’m impatient all the time. I do okay waiting in line at the car wash or picking up kids at school activities.
But put me behind a slow driver in the fast lane, and my patience goes out the window.
I recently read a passage that assured me, that in my anxiousness, “God’s got this!” Read all of Genesis 15. (It
won’t take you long, and it reveals the greatness of God’s timing.) Here we get a look at how God chooses to
interact with people. God interacts with Abraham in a way that highlights His perfect plan and Abraham’s
imperfect faith. What we see at the beginning of this passage is Abraham asking questions about God’s plans.
He looked at God and said, “I continue to be childless.” In other words, Abraham is impatient. He knows God
has promised him a son. But at this time, God has not yet delivered.
I love how God treats Abraham here. There were a lot of things He could have done. What He did is quite
powerful. God showed Abraham the stars. God, basically said, “If you can count these it will give you an idea of
just how big your family will one day be.” And something in the way God showed this to Abraham got his
attention and assured him of God’s promise. “And he believed the Lord.” But God wasn’t done. What happens
next seems kind of strange to us as 21st-century Christians. God conducts a covenant ceremony to establish
this agreement. There were animal parts and blood, and God represented Himself as a smoking pot and a
torch. It all feels kind of weird to us, right? But this is how God made a covenant with Abraham (a covenant is a
binding promise between two parties).
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The eternal God of the universe, the perfect Creator of all things, made a binding, eternal promise to one of
His imperfect, created beings. God bound Himself to a promise to Abraham, and God always keeps His
promises. Let that sink in. God didn’t shy away from personally interacting with humanity. He doesn’t look at
you and see someone to be avoided. God blesses you with His presence and His promises.
When you are tempted to be impatient with God’s timeline for your life, remember that just like His promises,
His timing is perfect. God will always act for His glory and your good, in line with His perfect understanding of
timing.

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school
and high school students who strive to love Christ and others. It offers a
place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they participate in
meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship.
GROUP HUDDLE MEALS:

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of
feeding several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents
to send $20 for each teen from your household who is
attending (that covers the whole semester, through May).
GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS:
This semester, we are continuing our support of Allen & Marilynn Todd and their upcoming
work in New South Wales, Australia. In January, we crossed the $1,000 threshold in support
raised for the Todds. Well done!
The “Presidential Coin Challenge” will take place on Sunday, February 16
and Sunday, February 23. It’s no secret, this challenge regularly boosts our
missions giving during the Spring semester. Students will be divided by classes
and will deposit their coins in their appropriate jars for these two weeks. So
search under the couch cushions and floor boards of the car for loose change.
All proceeds will assist the Todds. The winning class will enjoy an ice cream treat from Dairy
Queen during their small group. You’ll be amazed how much we can raise by contributing
Lincolns, Washingtons and Jeffersons!
UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES:

February 2

No Group Huddle - enjoy the big game with family and friends

February 9

EAT IT! … “Hot Pockets in Paris” - Bonjour! Enjoy this breaded treat
where each bite is a different temperature.

February 16

PLAY IT! … “Hail to the Chief” - my fellow Americans, come enjoy a
great evening celebrating our nation’s past and present leaders.

February 23

EXPERIENCE IT! … “Sumo, Sumo, Eggroll” - let your taste buds enjoy
an exotic ride on the Orient Express.

March 1

No Group Huddle - enjoy the Winter Jam concert at JQH arena
(we are not going as a group to this).
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Middle School & High school news
WINTER JAM 2020 - Sunday, March 1
This is an annual music tour featuring contemporary Christian artists and a
comedy performance as well as a speaker. This year, the Winter Jam line-up
includes Crowder, Andy Mineo, Hillsong Young & Free plus many more. There’s
no ticket needed and the cost is $15 at the door (doors open at 5pm).

NOTE: This is included for advertisement purposes only; Southland’s youth
are not going as a group.

Middle School & High School CULTIVATE
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:45pm
Meeting in the auditorium with break-out groups as well
The content for this session is a curriculum called “Overcomer” based on a
popular movie of the same title. Many feel they are less than who God says
they are; but, when we understand who God is, we more fully understand who
we are. This is for youth 6th grade and older.

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
“Middle School Mid-Nighter”
Friday, April 17 from 6pm to midnight
Cost is $20
Imagine a semi-trailer full of the latest video games and controllers for you and your friends! Come
enjoy a great evening of food, gaming and miniature golf.

A sign-up sheet is already available at the youth display in the south foyer (down by
the youth School Sunday School classrooms).

The 2020 “BELIEVE” Conference

Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28
at the Kansas City Convention Center
The total cost is $94 - includes registration, hotel and admission to
the college basketball experience (travel meals are additional). If

you somehow missed registration, please contact Les ASAP.

On Wednesday, February 5, the middle school youth and their families are serving the meal as
a fundraiser for “Believe” - a taco and nacho bar! It’s a great way to help defray the cost of
the conference. Dinner is served on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:15pm.
Please note: remaining balance will be due on Sunday, March 8.
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Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL …

The 2020 Rockin’ Winter Lock-in
(this year for high school only!)

Starts at 7pm on Friday, February 21;
ends at 7am on Saturday, February 22
Do you have what it takes to stay awake during a lock-in? We’re mixing high-thrilling entertainment
with bone-chilling conditions. You’ll laugh, snack and create memories with friends.
Cost is $20 – this includes admission to a new release theater movie, old-school gaming and fun
late-night activities.

A sign-up sheet is available at the youth display in the south foyer.

The 2020 “MOVE” Conference
(for students graduating in 2020-2024)

Depart Sunday, July 5
Return Saturday, July 11
This year, we’re returning to the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, NE
This year’s theme for MOVE focuses on “The Holy Spirit” - who He is, how He works, and how high
school students can remain connected to Him in every moment of their lives … check out the CIY
website for more information on this theme: https://new.ciy.com/move/2020 (if viewing “The
Vine” electronically, you can click directly on that link to go there).

NOTE: we have had to close pre-registration for this event.
The total cost for “MOVE” is $369 - this includes registration and the basic housing/food
for the week (a few travel meals are in addition to this cost); the next payment is due
Sunday, March 29.
ATTENTION students and families: Make sure Friday, May 1 & Saturday,
May 2 are on your calendars for the annual “youth yard sale” fundraiser. Each
year, we collect donations for this event. It’s a great way for us to help with the
overall cost of the conference for our students.
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southlandwomen
From Kristie …
WARNING: Uncomfortable content ahead!
Life is full of ups and downs. You know that already; you’re living life too! Sometimes I believe God speaks to
us in the big, grand moments, but I also believe He speaks in the mundane, everyday moments. Every once in a
while, He even speaks in the gross and entirely unglamorous, undignified moments of life. I have one of the
latter type to share with you today. And fair warning, its not a pleasant topic.
A couple of weeks ago, our two younger girls came down with a stomach bug. It hit quickly
and violently. If you are a parent or teacher (or somehow work with children in any capacity)
you likely know the experience. They begin being sick, and you try to help them make it to
the bathroom. If you have girls, you try to hold their hair back, and then you offer
sympathetic words and backrubs and the like. Then you hand them a bowl to be their
companion in case the need hits again, even as you hope they won’t have to be sick anymore. And you repeat
this cycle as many times as necessary until their systems calm down and they are no longer getting sick.
Matt and I worked out a system years ago – without ever really having to talk about it – that I would take the
child and clean up him or her, and he would work on gathering bedding, etc. that needed to be washed. Our
kids are older now, so there is less incidence of not making it to the bathroom, but it does still happen
sometimes. This time was a unique situation to have both girls sick at the same time, so he and I both were
involved in helping them through the very unpleasant symptoms. When you do that, if you are like me, you feel
like a ticking time bomb. You know full well that you have had contact with the germs, and even though I was
spraying antibacterial cleaner and wiping things down with disinfecting wipes, you know the germs are all
around you. We all prayed that the girls would get better quickly and that no one else would come down with
the virus.
After a few days of them recovering and no one else getting sick, it seemed as though we were in the clear.
The girls had been sick on a Monday and by Friday, no one else had begun any stomach symptoms … until
Friday night. Then, my stomach began to hurt, and as “they” say, that was just the beginning.
It was in the midst of dealing with very unpleasant symptoms when I began to have thoughts start to bounce
around in my head. Things like: “I sure wish I hadn’t gotten this.” “When you love people, you are close when
they need you, and then you get these germs.” “I love the girls, but I HATE this.” “I sure wouldn’t choose
this.” “I chose to love them, and this is what happens.” “If I could have avoided this, man, I would have!” “I
wouldn’t choose this in a million years.”
And somewhere in there, spiritual thoughts began add in to the mix, and I don’t think they originated with me:

“Jesus CHOSE this. This sickness, these germs. He CHOSE to take on humanity, knowing it would
involve things like throwing up. He didn’t care for others and hope beyond belief that He didn’t catch
their sickness. He CHOSE sickness - for us! Literal sickness that is part of the package of life in a
human body, but also spiritual sickness. He didn’t have those germs in Himself; He CHOSE to take on
ours so that He could defeat them permanently. He knew full well that sickness and immense suffering
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would be in His life on earth, and He CHOSE it anyway. He could have stayed in perfection where there
are no germs, but He CHOSE to come to earth and then give Himself for us instead. Wow, THAT is
love! Not wimpy love like mine. REAL love. Sacrificial love.”
What a marvel! How it makes my heart praise Him! I am eternally grateful for His choice to love me – and all
of humanity – enough to willingly choose sickness for me. I don’t think I have it in me to do that, but I’m so
thankful that He did!
Consider these words from Isaiah 53:4-6 - words that anticipate what Jesus would do for us ...
4

5

6

Yet it was our weaknesses He carried;
it was our sorrows that weighed Him down.
And we thought His troubles were a punishment from God,
a punishment for His own sins!
But He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.
He was beaten so we could be whole;
He was whipped so we could be healed.
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away;
we have left God’s paths to follow our own.
Yet the LORD laid on Him the sins of us all.

Upcoming women’s ministry events
Be looking for details about our next women’s event (sometime this Spring).
Also, we wanted to mention a women’s conference at Ozark Christian College on Friday,
April 3 and Saturday, April 4 - “Rise Up!” Check out the following link (if viewing “The Vine”
electronically, you can click directly on it): https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event.

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for

Intentional Living.”

Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am (running through March 12 now because of a week missed due to weather).
This session is an 8-week video study called The Storm Inside: Trade the Chaos of How You Feel
for the Truth of Who You Are by Sheila Walsh - because of the format where each individual week
is a “stand alone” lesson, it’s not a problem to join us midway through the study.
This is another opportunity for ladies to "GROW DEEP" as well as form bonds with sisters in Christ and
encourage one another!

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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Mark February 29
on your calendars “LEAP DAY 2020.”
It’s the date for our
annual BTG retreat.
We hope you can
join us for this time!

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

SINGING TRUTH: The Song “Man of Sorrows”
Hello my wonderful church family! I often have the opportunity to speak to you on this platform about
worship and some of the new songs we are singing on Sundays at Southland. As we begin February, I wanted
to take the time to reflect on our new song, “Man of Sorrows” (we introduced it on January 26).
During my research, I came across a worship pastor named Jonathan Parnell (theworshipinitiative.com) who
reflected beautifully on the song. As we think about the song, I wanted to share with you his thoughts:

If we could have seen the cross, I doubt that love would have been the first thing to cross our minds. To
see a man betrayed, a man falsely accused, beaten, mocked, scorned, crucified – we probably would
not have called that love. But sorrow? Yes, we could call that sorrow. We could call the man hung on
the cross – the object of torment, the bull’s eye of God’s fury, the derelict left all alone – we could call
him a “man of sorrows.” But not love.
We couldn’t call that love until we understood something else — something so important that we’d be
astounded to discover it, even confused to the point of embarrassment.
Excuse Me
Imagine, if you will, how this might go — that you are standing there, looking at the cross, seeing Jesus
suffer. You see the ornament of thorns piercing into His head, and the blood that ran down His face,
and you see the abrasions wrapped around His sides from the scourging, and the nails piercing through
His hands and feet. You are looking at Him in sorrow — how terrible you’d feel for Him! That this Man
was betrayed, falsely accused, beaten, mocked, scorned, crucified, and then, almost out of nowhere,
someone walks up to you and says, “Excuse me, but you should know that you were the one who was
supposed to be on that cross.”
You must have misheard him, so, stuttering, confused, you reply, “Wait, what? What do you mean?”
The interpreter comes back, “Yes, it’s true. You were the one who was guilty. You were the one who
sinned, who turned your back on God, who worshiped lesser things instead of Him. You were the one
who was supposed to die and face the wrath of God.”
And at this moment, you are stunned. You lift your head and set your eyes again on the cross, on the
Man who hangs there dying. It’s then that you realize, He has been betrayed, falsely accused, beaten,
mocked, scorned, crucified for me. For me? For me! He has done all this for me.
Right Here, Right Now
You stare at Him again, and then you feel in the depths of your soul, that in and through all his sorrow,
before and beyond all his agony, there is His love — His amazing love.
Jesus has taken your place. He has suffered as your substitute. The fury of God’s judgment that you
deserved has been poured out on Him. All of the weight, all of the shame — it all has been laid on Him.
The cross of sorrow is the cross of your salvation. Grace is being poured out. Mercy is triumphing. Your
debt is being paid, right here, right now, as you watch this Man die. Your debt is being paid in full. The
curse of sin is breaking. The tyranny of sin undone. You are being set free.
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What do we do here? What could we ever say about such a sight?
Imagine, if you will, the cosmic wonder that floods your soul. At this
sight, at this love, you cannot help but cry out, “Hallelujah! Praise and
honor unto thee!”
Let us never lose the wonder of the cross as we continue to reflect on this
amazing act. Let it continue to motivate us towards a life of worship and
awe.
Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy,
Adam Faulkner

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
Our first main series for this new year is “20/20 VISION … Seeing Clearly through Eyes of Faith.”
We all can recognize the value of good eyesight physically; so much of what we are able to do in life depends upon our
ability to perceive things. I don’t know how such statistics are arrived at, but some have suggested that 80% of what
we comes to us through our senses comes through our eyes. For sure, if we were to rate our senses, our sight would
likely be at the top - however much we value the others! Seeing 20/20 isn't as much about perfection as it is clarity.
To see 20/20 means our eyes are working as they are designed to work.
This series is about applying this reality as a metaphor for spiritual perception.
Much is made in Scripture about what we’re seeing … in some cases, what
we’re even choosing to look at in the first place. If we’re going to live faithfully
as followers of Jesus, that begins with our ability to clearly see what God would
have us see. To help with that, He shines the light of His revelation in the
midst of the darkness of our world (it’s one of the ways this metaphor of light
is used in the Bible – for example, in Psalm 119:105). Throughout this series,
we’re considering different themes that God’s Word (a key part of His
revelation) helps us to see clearly so that we can live faithfully as His people!

REMINDER: If you want to listen to sermons you might have missed,
you can do so through the website. Go to the “Online Sermons” tab
through our website (www.gosouthland.org).
From there, you can find the date of the sermon you are looking for.

It’s never the same as being with the church family, but it is a way to
stay connected. You can also navigate to find past sermon series as we
have many years’ worth of sermons archived.
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
One of the ways we try to facilitate healthy relationships within the church FAMILY is through our
Connect Groups that meet weekly at 9am. We are in “normal” groups for the month of February and beyond.
As a reminder, below is a listing of the groups that meet as well as their current location and a brief
demographic description (note: these are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters):
LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults.
The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.
The Refuge (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and
even into college (earliest adulthood).
Free at Last (meeting in the Gathering Room, off of the Great Room) … for those who continue to have
work responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone.
Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage.

For more information about these groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available .

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.

Our Winter and Spring 2020 session continues to include Deeper Life
Groups (of course, it’s a good time to incorporate new people); we are
still using the Core 52 book as our primary content.

Check out the display in the foyer for flyers about Wednesday evenings;
click on this link to view it electronically: CULTIVATE flyer.
We have had to adjust the schedule somewhat (there is an updated one at the display as well). To
make sure we’re all on the same page, here’s what we’re covering in the upcoming weeks:
February 5

Chapter 24 (weather-change)

February 12

Chapter 31 (ch. 33 also?)

February 19

Chapter 34

February 26

Chapter 35

March 4

Chapter 36

March 11

Chapter 37
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people
to serve. As we enter this new year, maybe it’s a great time to find a way you can serve within
the Southland family!
If you are willing to help serve in some capacity, please use one of the BLUE cards
available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch!

A “THANK YOU” to Carol Ricke - in a very quiet way, she
is regularly seen helping out either before or after coming
for WSA on Thursday mornings. Whether it’s helping to reset
rooms after D-Groups on Wednesday evenings or helping to clean-up from the morning, she
certainly blesses us by what she helps to get done! Especially as one who does it so humbly, it
deserves to be acknowledged and appreciated.
A special “THANK YOU” to those who helped with our “CCH Day” in early January. That
includes Kendall Wooldridge and her worship team crew (from CCH). It also includes Dave
Embree who led both a combined Connect Group time and preached on that Sunday.
A special “THANK YOU” to Cary Jones - pre-retirement, Cary worked as an accountant. As
part of Southland, he volunteers in some important ways that are a true blessing. One of those
ways is by doing what we need to do to track giving and handle our year-end giving receipts.
He does his part with the utmost thoroughness and integrity - in such a way that is worthy of our
confidence. In addition to that, he provides helpful advice when financial questions arise from
time to time. Thanks for doing this part as you do, Cary!

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does
its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the
whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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Serving Schedule – FEBRUARY 2020
Greeters
2/2
2/9
2/16
2/23

Welcome Center

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
Refuge (10:15-10:40)

|——–— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) ——–—|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)
Launch (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.

|———— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ————|
Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Ben & Debbie J.

|——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———|
Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40)

A.J. & Terra G.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Nate Jennings

2/2
2/16

Bob & Liz W.

|—— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ——|

Communion Preparation
2/9

Foyer Hosts

Jack & Betty Hein

2/23

(Nursery) Check-in

Nursery workers

2/2 - 8:50-10:00am
2/2 - 10:20-dismissal

Stacy Gambill
Abbi Miller

Stacy Gambill
Amanda/Abbi Miller

2/9 - 8:50-10:20am
2/9 - 10:20-dismissal

Amanda Butler
Debbie Gray

Amanda Butler
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith

2/16 - 8:50-10:20am
2/16 - 10:20-dismissal

Cheryl McAnally
Susan Graves

Cheryl McAnally
Graves Family

2/23 - 8:50-10:20am
2/23 - 10:20-dismissal

Amanda Miller
Julie Brothers

Amanda Miller
Julie/Madison Brothers

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

2/2

Anna Martin and Ezri Smith

Sean Falconer and a helper (t.b.d.)

2/9

Kristin Londeen and Macy Stewart

Andy & Donna Lillard

2/16

Cindy McMillian and Andrea Conboy

Les Londeen and Douglas Arnold

2/23

Traci Prater with Jeremiah S. & Georgia S.

Brad & Ashley Worthy
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.cchonthe.net

www.ccozarks.
org/crosslines

www.417pcc.org

www.occ.edu

www.show-mehome.com

In January, we had the opportunity to highlight a couple of our local ministry partners:
Sunday, January 5 was “CCH Day” - it was a great day as Dave Embree from CCH led a
combined session of Connect Groups and preached during our ENCOUNTER time. It also
included a CCH team leading our worship. All in all, it was a good opportunity for us to
become more aware of CCH and continue our long-standing partnership with its ministry.
On Sunday, January 19, we again recognized “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” It is
a day each year when we re-affirm our commitment to God as the Creator of ALL
human life. As such, we acknowledge that all human beings – regardless of any
factor such as race, social status, etc. – all people have intrinsic value as those
created in His image. Ultimately, a commitment to our heavenly Father means
recognizing His rightful place as Creator! Whatever political debates may happen
and whatever solutions might be proposed (however disturbing they may be!), our commitment in Christ should be
the same: to strive for what is right and just in God’s eyes.
In addition to the vital importance of PRAYER, a key way we can LIVE OUT
this commitment is through our partnership with the ministry of the
Pregnancy Care Center here in Springfield. We encourage you to consider this as a way where you can put hands and
feet to your faith. To volunteer, you can visit their website (www.417pcc.org - the site designed more for those
wanting to volunteer) or call them directly at 417-877-0800.
Also, each year, the PCC hosts an annual fundraiser banquet. This year, it will be in mid-April. Be looking for more
information about this if you are interested in attending with Southland.
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This is one of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland … a day to have a
church-wide focus on SERVICE - living out an active love.
To give you a glimpse of what happens: we meet at 9am for a briefer time of
ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time change is for this one Sunday only!) .
We then leave to spread out and serve in various projects around our community.
Over the next few months, we will be in the process of planning and preparing for
the day. For now, what we want to make sure you do is get the date marked on
the calendar and plan on being here to participate in this special day. Please do

let us know if you have an idea to be considered for a possible project.
We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service!
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
We are not planning a 2020 trip to Guatemala with “Life
of Hope;” however, we are planning one to Mexico. On
one level, this is a good way to fill in the “gap” between
years (the opportunity with Life of Hope cannot happen
every year). On another level, this provides an entirely
different kind of opportunity as it can be one open to
younger people and even entire families.
DATES:

August 1-7, 2020

LOCATION:

Anapra, Mexico

COST:

$300 - a $75 deposit is due February 9

On January 19, Rick hosted a meeting for those who are interested in this trip. If you were unable to
attend, but are wanting more information, please talk to him as soon as possible (especially given the
deposit that's due on February 9).
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