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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early January 2023. 

From your Southland Christian Church Family 

See pages 2-3 for all the details about this 
special season when we celebrate Jesus’ birth 
together as a church family. As with earthly 
families, we have certain “traditions” here at 

Southland during the month of December. 

December at Southland: 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
We want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest Southland 
members:   

Kris & Talia Stone (with daughters Silvy & Savvy) 
——————–——————————————————————————————————— 

As a church family, we were part of child dedications with the Stone family 
as well on Sunday, November 20 - a time for setting apart Silvy and Savvy 
as belonging to the Lord and for Kris & Talia dedicating themselves to the 
task of raising them up accordingly.  

A note about baby/child dedications: we are more than happy to facilitate this for families 
who desire to signify their commitment through this act. However, we don’t initiate this as a 
church since it’s not something we insist upon happening (even though many see it as a 
valuable human tradition). Please let a staff member know if you would like to participate in 
such a ceremony with your child(ren). 

What’s coming up in the month of December at Southland: 

“A Church FAMILY Christmas” 
During the month of December, we use this overall “FAMILY” 
focus for our celebration of the Christmas season here at 
Southland. Just as earthly families have traditions for celebrating 
the season, so do we as a church family here at Southland. In the 
midst of whatever your earthly family does to mark the season, 
we hope you’ll make it a priority to join us as well as we honor the 
birth of Jesus, God’s gift to us and the world.  

In addition to being together each Sunday morning for our weekly time of ENCOUNTER at 
10:30am, there are several other traditions we have for this time of year. Below are the basic 
details of what’s happening throughout December: 

December 4 Normal 9:15am programming … nursery, Sunday School classes for kids/youth and 
Connect Groups.  

 ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … normal kids’ programming. 

 A church FAMILY “Thanks-Mas Dinner” (5-6:30pm) … this is a 
time of year for sharing a meal with loved ones, and so will we 
as a church FAMILY – a time of food, fun and fellowship 
together. This event combines these two special days - 
Thanksgiving and Christmas - into one gathering/meal.  

 Southland is providing the meat (pork and chicken) as well as baked beans and 
homemade mac-and-cheese as side dishes. Here’s what we need you to bring:  

  Last names A-K:  a side dish  Last names L-Z:  a dessert 

NOTE:   No Group Huddle for this week as our youth are invited to join in our 
church family-wide “Thanks-Mas” event. 

(Continued on next page) 
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December 8 Southland women’s Christmas party/gift exchange at 6:30pm - it’s a fun evening                     
 (Thursday) together for all ladies; see page 13 for more details. 

December 11 Instead of normal 9:15am programming, a fellowship time with a hot breakfast 
served from 9:30-10:10am … a time to connect with others in the church family. 

ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … a special week with our C.O.P. 
performance (“A Play in a Manger”) as part of our time 
together. Each year on this Sunday, the kids help remind us of 
the true story at the heart of Christmas.  

For this Sunday, nursery is available up through age 3; kids 
ages 4 & up who are NOT participating in C.O.P. are to 
remain with their families during the service. 

Parents with kids in C.O.P. … make sure you check out 
page 9 for specifics re: the kids’ schedule leading-up to 

and including 12/11. 

Group Huddle Christmas party from 6-8pm (see p. 10 for details). 

December 18 No 9:15am ministry programming. 

 ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … normal kids’ programming. 

No Group Huddle - resumes Sunday, January 8. 

Saturday, December 24 (6pm) & Sunday, December 25 (10:30am) ... Since Christmas is on a 
Sunday this year, we’ll do as we’ve done in the past: have an identical service on Christmas Eve 
and on Christmas morning; you pick which one to attend with your family. Whichever time you 
choose, the service will be approximately an hour. It will include singing, a shorter message, the 
Lord’s Supper and a candle-lighting (yes, in both). Kids age 4 and older will remain with their 
families for either one as well; we will have nursery care for kids age 3 and younger during both. 

Our goal in all this is to enjoy this special time together; we hope 
you come and join your Southland FAMILY in celebrating Jesus’ 

birth during this 2022 Christmas season! 
NOTE:  No 9:15am ministry programming on January 1, 2023 either (or Group Huddle, for 

that matter) - just our regular ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am with normal kids’ 
ministry programming. 

A December GRADUATE in the SCC family: Carson Moore 
This year, we have a mid-year graduate we want to recognize (he will 
actually walk in May, but he’s done this month). Carson is graduating 
from Baker University this December with a B.A. in Business 
Administration with a Management Concentration and a Leadership 
Studies Minor … and then graduate from the “unmarried ranks” at the end 
of the month. Congratulations, Carson! 

As is typical for us at Southland, we’ll recognize the rest of our graduates in May; please 
do let us know if there is a December graduate we missed. 
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A “THANK YOU” Note 
In response to how we’ve shown care and concern in various situations, 
we at times receive cards, notes, etc. expressing gratitude to the SCC 
family. Since there is not a great place to display these cards, we share 
them with you here in this section of “The Vine.” 

NOTE: We received the following note from Dorothy Marti after her back surgery. 

“Dear Southland Family …  Thank you to everyone for your prayers, cards and support over 
my recent surgery and recovery. Thank you especially to the meal team for the meal you 
brought me. I am so thankful I no longer have pain!” 

NOTE: We received the following note from Brad & Marsha Foster after his knee surgery. 

“To Our Southland Family …  Thank you so much for the calls and texts and prayer that you 
have lifted up for [Brad] during his recent knee surgery. Also, thanks for the delicious meal 
that was provided for us. We appreciate your thoughtfulness in blessing our family.” 

An Important Online Tool -  “Church Center: PEOPLE” 
We continue using this tool that’s part of “Planning Center” within the 
Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that 
those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (you 
can access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us 

to maintain connections with others in the Southland family. Through the access those in the 
Southland family have, it also allows you to personally manage all of your contact information. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this 
exclusively so that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here: general 
information/updates and prayer requests. Please let us know if you’re not receiving updates. 

Another Online Tool for Communication: 
Facebook is another tool that we use for communication here at Southland. We 
have our general page that is public/visible for some basic information about us 
(this is what we use for our weekly live stream as well - see p. 13 for more on 
that). We also have a page called “The Southland Scoop.” On this page, we 
share more specific church family-related information. If you’re not connected 
to this page, we encourage you to find it and connect with us in this way.  

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an exciting 

ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. RightNow Media gives us digital 

access to a vast digital library of Biblical content through online video streaming. 

Through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have an individual log-in with FREE 

access to all the content. To get set-up, please send a request via e-mail to info@gosouthland.org). 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For November 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: October monthly tithe = $31,230 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,807 

50  

Fiscal/ministry year-to-date (September 2022 onward), our tithe is $97,604 for an average of around 

$7,500 … at this point, this projects to a little over $390,000 annually. 

This is the second month in our new fiscal year; obviously, it was a much better one giving-wise than 

September. As a result of the previous “down” fiscal year, we enter this year without much buffer in 

our General Fund. At the same time, we have two layers of reserve: a fund with some savings in it as 

well as another truer emergency fund. We continue to work to manage where we are overall with 

wise stewardship - being realistic while still prioritizing ministry. We encourage you to continue 

being in prayer about where things are and give as you are led and are able. We are certainly 

grateful for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

A GIVING-Related Note:  Changes to tax laws have limited some incentive for year-end charitable 

giving. Nonetheless, it’s a good time to provide a reminder that anything 

dated/sent to us by December 31 will be counted as a 2022 donation. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make such a payment, we do 

ask that you cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful 

to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
We’re getting to that time of year again when wintry weather becomes 

more of a possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to 

cancel or adjust our regular schedule. These changes will be made as soon 

as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2 hours 

prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:   Even if conditions are not good because of weather, there is always the LIVE STREAM option. See 

page 14 for a reminder of how/where to access that. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Sunday, December 4 … our annual “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner” at 5pm (see p. 2). 

Wednesday, December 7 … Children of Praise practice is still happening even though 

CULTIVATE is not meeting more broadly (see p. 9 for a schedule). 

Thursday, December 8 … Southland Women’s Christmas Party; see page 13 for details. 

Saturday, December 10 … Children of Praise dress rehearsal from 9am-12:30pm. 

Sunday, December 11 … a special morning that includes a FAMILY breakfast and our 2022 

Children of Praise production “A Play in a Manger.” See page 3 for all the details re: this 

special morning. 

Sunday, December 11 … Group Huddle Christmas Party from 5-9pm; see page 10 for all the 

details about this year’s celebration. 

Saturday, December 24 … Christmas Eve Service at 6pm (identical to our Sunday morning 

service at 10:30am on Christmas Day). 

Saturday, December 25 … Christmas Day Service at 10:30am (identical to our Christmas Eve 

service on Saturday). 

Saturday, December 25 … “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”  

Saturday, January 1, 2022 …  “Happy new year!” 

RE-LAUNCH DATES as we move into 2023: January 8 for normal 9:15am programming on 

Sunday mornings 

       January 8 for the Group Huddle kick-off (1/15 for 

       regular Group Huddle) 

 January 11 for our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE 

for all ages 

       January 12 for WSA (Ladies’ Bible Study) 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 15 for specifics 

about groups that are meeting now - only meeting on Sunday, 12/4 this month. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Other weekly events: Group Huddle for MS/HS youth on Sundays (meets 12/11, then is “off” 

until January) … CULTIVATE and WSA (Ladies’ Bible Study) are “off” until January as well.  
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What MATTers to me … 
If you open the Gospel of John expecting to find the Christmas story, it’s not immediately obvious, but it really is 
present. After all, there’s no mention of Bethlehem or Mary or shepherds or even a manger … for that matter, 
there’s not even an explicit mention of a Baby at all. Rather, John begins with a highly theological reflection on 
“the Word” - the One who was with God; indeed, the One who was (is!) God (John 1:1). It’s this Word who was 
involved in creation. It’s this Word who brought light and life to the world. By the time we get to verse 14, we 
discover it’s this same Word who “became flesh and dwelt among us” - what we call the “INCARNATION,” the 
divine taking on human flesh. No, there may be no mention of the traditional aspects of the Nativity, but what 
John writes is all about the marvelous mystery of God entering into our world. Even though Christmas itself is a 
bit incognito, what John writes about is certainly what we know to have taken place through Jesus’ birth.  

Over the years, I have collected numerous stories to help illustrate the GOOD NEWS of Christmas and the 
mystery of the INCARNATION. I’m not entirely sure where I came across this particular picture of what we 
celebrate at Christmas, but it’s a reflection from Tim Keller. It’s a great analogy for the way that God has entered 
into the story of the world He created on a mission. 

It’s a story about a 20th century English author named Dorothy Sayers, well-known for detective/crime novels. 
One of her most prominent series was about a 1930’s fictional aristocrat detective named Lord Peter Wimsey, a 
successful sleuth and solver of crimes. Here’s what Keller highlights in particular: 

About halfway through Sayers’ Wimsey detective series, a woman suddenly shows up in the 
novels. Sayers new character is named Harriet Vane, a female mystery writer and one of the 
very first women to get through Oxford. Along the way, Harriet and Peter fall in love. Until that 
point, Whimsey was an unhappy, broken bachelor, … but when Harriet Vane shows up, her love 
starts to heal his broken soul. 

It's interesting because Dorothy Sayers, like her fictional creation, was one of the first women to 
graduated from Oxford. Like Harriet Vane, Dorothy Sayers was a writer of mystery novels. 
Dorothy Sayers looked at her character, Lord Peter Wimsey, and saw that he needed someone 
to help him out. So who did she put in there? A detective novelist, a woman, and one of the first 
women to go through Oxford.  

Who was that? She put herself into her own stories. She looked into the world that she had 
created and she fell in love with the chief character, Peter Wimsey, and she wrote herself into 
that story so she could heal him. 

Obviously, no analogy is perfect, especially when dealing with the INCARNATION, the most fascinating mystery of 
all human history! And yet, isn’t this what happened at Christmas? God creates humanity; He begins writing the 
story of human history as we know it. Unfortunately, a part of the story is sinful rebellion, the rejection of the 
boundaries that the Author of Life put in place. And, oh, what a mess we humans made out of things (in fact, it’s 
still messy and chaotic all around the globe - ongoing symptoms of this ultimate issue)! Yet, into that reality, the 
Good News first announced by angels reminds us of what God has done. Because of His love, grace and mercy, 
God looked into the world He created and chose to “write Himself” into the story. Even more than that, He really 
puts Himself into the very real life action in the person of Jesus Christ whom came to heal the broken people that 
He loves. The Word took up residence here among us in the very world He created. 

Of course, there are a couple of major distinctions we could make between Christmas and this analogy. First, from 
the very beginning, this had been the Author’s plan. Second, and more importantly, the only way for God to bring 
about the healing of humanity was by doing more than just entering our story. Without a doubt, we simply cannot 
allow our brains and hearts to disconnect Christmas from the rest of Jesus’ life, culminating in His death (and 
resurrection). This mission of healing and restoring humanity required that He become one of us, fully embracing 
our humanity, then bearing our sin upon Himself and taking it to His death. Indeed, He wrote Himself into our 
story as a sacrificial Savior. This Christmas, may the depths of His great love capture your hearts as you marvel 
at the mystery - the how and the why - of Jesus’ INCARNATION. 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time; see below re: some adjustments for December.  

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal on 12/4, 12/18 and 1/1/2023; see below. 

Lessons for December are focusing on Jesus’ birth. Christmas is the fulfillment 
of what God’s prophets had foretold hundreds of years before His arrival, like 
those from Isaiah and Micah. This series helps kids discover how God’s promises 
came true.  

A special kids-related scheduling note for December: on Sunday, December 11 (the 
C.O.P. production, see below) as well as for our hour-long Christmas Eve (6pm) and 

Christmas morning (10:30am) services, “Li’l Kid Encounter” and “Kid Encounter” are not 
meeting - only nursery care available (up to age 3 for these occasions). 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each week 
(meeting as normal on 12/4, then off from 12/11 through 1/1/23 
resuming on January 8, 2023) - a class designed for all ages of kids. 

Children of Praise - “A Play in a Manger” 

Our kids (up through 7th grade) and the C.O.P. leadership team have been 
working hard leading-up to their performance on Sunday, December 11.  

This year’s program tells the story of a Christmas Extravaganza that doesn’t 
quite go as intended. What was supposed to be an epic production becomes 
an epic fail. And yet, amidst it all, the beauty and power of the simple truth 
of Jesus’ birth are still present. 

See the next page for important dates and reminders 
as the 2022 production date approaches. 
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An Upcoming Event for kids 4th through 6th grades: 

C.I.Y. “Super Start” 
in Tulsa, OK 

March 10-11, 2023 
“Super Start” is a high-energy C.I.Y. event designed especially for pre-teens (again, for 
students in 4th, 5th and 6th grades). Years ago, we annually took groups to this event; we’re 
excited about doing it again. Jessica needs to know by January 1 who wants to go (both kids 
and any parents who might attend as sponsors). This will help us make sure we get registered 
before space fills up. 

A few details: Cost is $70 (this includes all meals) 

 We’ll stay overnight at a church in the area (you’ll need to pack a sleeping bag, 
pillow, etc. in addition to clothes and bathroom supplies) 

 Leaving at 2pm on Friday, March 10 and returning at 8pm on Saturday, March 11. 

Les’ latest  
The other night, I couldn’t sleep. The congestion in my head made it hard to breathe, so I sat on the 

couch admiring the Christmas décor that Kristin and I put up earlier - some of it placed on the 

fireplace mantle and some of it still in opened boxes. There’s nothing to watch on television at 4am, 

so I turned on headline news just for white noise. I was saddened to hear of wars, natural disasters 

and political unrest as I read a stack of Christmas cards from last year. A contrast between the bleak 

reality of the world and the hope found in Christmas.  

One of the cards carried the angels’ words to the shepherds that first Christmas: 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you Good News of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:10–12) 

 

Important C.O.P. dates to keep in mind: 

 Wednesday, December 7 - C.O.P. practice (6:15 - 7:45pm). Please note the time; 
reminder: no normal Cultivate supper. 

Saturday, December 10 (9am - 12:30pm) - a mandatory dress rehearsal; lunch included. 

Sunday, December 11 - C.O.P. presents “A Play in a Manger” during our ENCOUNTER 
service at 10:30am (kids need to be at Southland by 8am for a final run-through; they will 
be served breakfast as part of the morning). 

*  PARENTS: When you drop kids off at 8am, we are giving you an opportunity to reserve 
seats. There will be slips of paper on which you can write your name to put on the 
seats you need to save for yourselves and your guests. If this isn’t done when you drop 
off your child, it will need to wait until the kids are done practicing. 
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GROUP HUDDLE Plans for December and Beyond: 

Sunday, 12/4 No Group Huddle … youth are invited to join the Southland family 
for the church-wide “Thanks-Mas” dinner. 

Sunday, 12/11 The 2022 Group Huddle Christmas 

Party with indoor sand volleyball at 

Volleyball Beach Ozark 

 We’ll meet at the church at 5pm and 

then return at 9pm 

 Cost is $5/person + some money for 

dinner at Braum’s 

Group Huddle is not meeting for the next 3 Sundays (12/18, 12/25 and 1/1/2023). 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 Winter Youth Kick-off - bowling at Sunshine Lanes 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 Normal Group Huddle resumes 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

If Christ’s work had stopped with His birth, it would have been 

remarkable but not redemptive. But, He didn’t stop there; our King 

didn’t just come to rescue a few. News of His arrival didn’t stop with the 

shepherds. Jesus came to bring Good News to all people. What is the 

Good News? That Jesus was willing to do whatever it took to become 

our Savior. But what did He save us from? Matthew 1:21 says, “She 

will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for He will save his people from their sins.” In the 

end, Christ wasn’t born to deliver us from our current situation, but to deliver us from sin and death. 

For a span of 400 years, God’s prophets stopped prophesying. Little is known about the priests or 

kings. It was the darkest moment on the entire timeline of history and a stark reminder of the state of 

the kingdom before Jesus came. Everyone needed a permanent remedy for their sin problem. We 

needed to be saved from the spiritual death that sin inevitably brings. When things were getting bad in 

the kingdom, God didn’t just send a message. He came Himself with a message of hope through 

Jesus. He was the message we needed. 

Here’s what Paul writes in 1 Timothy 1:9-10 ... 

He has saved us and called us to a holy life - not because of anything we have done but because 

of His own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 

time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel. 

You probably won’t find those words on a cute Christmas card, but we need to be reminded that we 

are indeed sinners. Without Jesus, we’d all be forced to walk in perpetual and eternal darkness. 

Christ was born for this: for our fractured marriages, for our rebellious spirits, for our broken systems 

and our chronic pain. But here’s the Good News: Jesus chose to wrap Himself in humility, in 

weakness and in humanity to save us from our sins. Christ was born for this! 
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for high school students - “move” 
The High School “MOVE” Conference 

July 17-21, 2023 

(for the graduating classes of 2023-2027)  

This next year, we are again returning to John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas for 

“MOVE.” Because of how quickly registration fills up, we have already reserved spots based on an 

initial head count Les did in the Fall (students and sponsors … we will deal with changes to our list of 

those attending as necessary/possible along the way). Southland has “floated” the funds for these 

spots for the time being. As a reminder, a non-refundable $65 pre-registration deposit due 

from 2023 attendees is due on Sunday, January 29 with a second deposit due later on.  

We know it’s early to be figuring out next Summer’s plans; we’ll do all we can on our end to 
work with families. However, the initial $65 is non-refundable from CIY. So, please do your 
best to let Les know as soon as possible an initial answer (if you haven’t yet done so) and if 

that answer needs to change along the way.  

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Only meeting on December 4, then off from 12/11 through 
1/1/2023; normal Sunday School resumes on Sunday, January 8, 2023. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45 each week). We resume on January 11, 2023 

after a break during this season. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS - About Our Next Partner: 

Open Door Libraries and Reading For All offer a bright, welcoming 

environment filled with Christian books, media and other resources for adults 

and children. These are places where people of all ages can read, listen, 

relax and socialize. They offer a place of real hope in the following cities: 

Amman, Jordan; Berlin, Germany and Prague, Czech Republic. 

In these cities, there are few evangelical churches and Christian resources are limited.  These 

libraries help fill the gap by providing resources that would otherwise be unavailable, presenting 

Jesus Christ in intellectually and culturally appropriate ways for seekers and believers alike. 

Most recently, all three library locations have been a huge resource for the increasing refugee 

populations from neighboring countries like Syria and Ukraine. These libraries help facilitate 

desperate people with reliable, safe organizations assisting in resettlement.  In the process, refugees 

visiting the libraries are met with compassionate care, prayer and hope in the Word of God. 

Along the way, Open Door Libraries and Reading For All double as centers for equipping pastors 

train local leaders in Biblical studies and Christian counseling.  These unique libraries are responding 

to refugees with real hope.   

We are partnering with Open Door Libraries and Reading For All throughout the Winter/Spring 

semester. Be sure to give generously in our weekly offering on Sunday evenings. 
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Southland Women 
 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! I’ve heard the Christmas story all my life. Probably you have too! But with each Christmas 
season, I feel new aspects of it hit me. Perhaps you feel that way? 

Christmas had never been so poignant as in 2000, when I was carrying Anna and due to deliver shortly before 
Christmas. The thought of travel by walking or donkey, being unsettled and beginning labor, finding a place to 
give birth, experiencing the protective instincts of new and first-time motherhood - it all made me marvel at 
God’s plan and at Mary’s ability to carry out her part in it. She had always held my admiration, but never more 
than that year.  

Today we arrive at another Christmas season, and a new perspective emerges. I’m confident I’ve considered it 
before, but the thought has hit me hard this year: God knew every pain Jesus would endure on this earth, yet 
He still sent Him. He considered us worth the pain and rejection and separation that He knew would follow. 
And I marvel at the thought.  

In the midst of parenting, I think we all experience times of wishing we could protect our kids from pain. We 
want to rise to their defense or aid, and if we could prevent any negative experience in their lives, we probably 
would. As a parent, I know that doing hard things is good for them - for growing “grit” and tenacity and 
strength - but I can know those things and still hate to see them suffer. For me, the “Mama Bear” is strong. I 
strive to keep her at bay as much as possible, but often I’m not very successful! My kids are not perfect – no 
one is – but when I hear about one of them being treated unfairly, unkindly, or just going through the “hard 
knocks of life,” it’s very difficult to handle with grace.  

I’ve discovered that this isn’t just an issue when our children are little, either. There were times I stood up 
for them or spoke us as their advocate at that stage. But, I find it’s just as hard today even as some of them 
are in a young adult stage, for me to stand idly (and calmly) by as they experience something hard or painful. 
My loyalty lies with them. No matter the relationship, if someone treats my children badly, I’m going to have to 
work very hard to be kind to the perpetrator, even if they have good intentions. And heaven help us if they 
have bad intentions! 

With this in mind, it’s difficult for me to fathom that God foreknew every bad thing that Jesus would 
experience and yet sent Him anyway. He knew every rejection, every angry word, every scheming thought, 
every physical pain Jesus would endure, all the way from His birth through the crucifixion. I’m so thankful God 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Due to some scheduling 
logistics, BTG is not 
meeting through the 

end of 2022. 

It resumes in January. 

Box Top Girls 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life 
stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW 
DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ.  

When in session, WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am 
in the Gathering Room. 

WSA is currently on its regularly scheduled break during this time of year. The plan is to resume on Thursday, 
January 12; leading-up to then, we’ll share more details about the curriculum for our next session. 

the Father is well, GOD, and doesn’t struggle in the same ways I do! Because I don’t think there’s any way I 
could let my child go through that pain if I had the power to prevent it. But He knew the purpose and the goal, 
and Jesus did too. They considered humanity – weak, sinful, selfish, violent humans – worthy of love, 
redemption and salvation. And I’ll be forever grateful for God’s plan and the fortitude it required – on the part 
of both parties - to carry it out.  

This Christmas may you marvel at God’s goodness. May you revel in how very loved and valued you are. May 
you ponder various aspects of the story and let new facets come to light. And may you worship the God who 
considered us worth so much pain and sacrifice to purchase our salvation. Merry Christmas to you all! 

The 2022 Women’s Ministry Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 8 

starting at 6:30pm  
Each year, Southland women gather 
for such a Christmas-themed event. 

The theme for this year’s gift exchange is “My 
Favorite Things.” Gifts should be something that 
is a favorite of yours (suggested amount of $10). 

Please come join us for a fun, relaxing night to celebrate 
Christmas with your sisters-in-Christ. We’ll provide 

snacks and childcare (please let us know if it’s needed).  
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Our Upcoming ENCOUNTER Calendar (especially re: our preaching) 

Here’s what’s coming as we move into December and toward the end-of-2022: 

 December 4 … we’ll transition into the Christmas season while wrapping-up our “Inside-Out GIVING” series. At 
the heart of the Christmas story is God’s giving of Jesus as a gift and Jesus’ sacrificial giving through His 
coming to earth. Our hearts should be motivated from the inside-out to imitate such giving. 

 December 11 (see above) … our 2022 Children of Praise production - called “A Play in a Manger.” 

December 18 … a Christmas-related focus (likely united somewhat with the next weekend as well). 

December 24 at 6pm/December 25 at 10:30am (both services around an hour) … two identical opportunities 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth with your church family; both will include singing, the Lord’s Supper, a message as well 
as a candle-lighting time. Kids ages 4 and older will remain with their families for these briefer services. 
January 1, 2023 … Les Londeen is preaching. 

It’s a great time of year to celebrate the Good News - the story of Jesus’ birth that leads eventually to His death and 
resurrection as our Savior; we look forward to the opportunity to do it together this season! 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, the much better way to participate all the way around, we do value this 

online option as an alternative. Whatever the reason you are not able to be present, you can 

still stay connected to your church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should still be accessible at this location 

even without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

An ENCOUNTER-related reminder re: Sunday, December 11 

Our service on Sunday, December 11 is somewhat unique. For the past few years now, we 

have had our Children of Praise (C.O.P.) Christmas production as part of our morning worship 

service. In essence, our kids are preaching the Good News of Jesus as part of our regular 

ENCOUNTER time. It’s a great tradition here at Southland: celebrating the Christmas season as 

a church family with our kids helping to tell the story. This year, that is happening through their 

performance of “A Play in a Manger” (we do intend to live stream this as well).  

All of the normal elements of our ENCOUNTER time - besides a full sermon - will be included. We’ll sing 

together toward the beginning of service. Then, following the C.O.P. performance, we will still be sharing in 

the Lord’s Supper together to remember what God has done for us through the Baby born in Bethlehem. 

While it’s a different kind of morning, it’s still about coming together to celebrate the Good news of Jesus! 

Check out page 3 for more details about all that’s happening on this particular Sunday morning. 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are our Connect Groups - they meet at 9:15am (we do have Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group as of September 2022!) … in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house … in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Connect Groups are meeting as normal through Sunday, December 4. However, due to our broader Christmas 

season plans  (see pages 2 and 3 for more specifics), we will not have normal 9:15am programming from December 

11 through January 1, 2023. We’ll resume as normal on Sunday, January 8, 2023. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 
As is our custom, we wrapped-up our Fall 2022 Cultivate session in mid-November. After a break 

during this current season, the plan is to resume on January 12. As we move toward that, we’ll 

communicate more details. We will continue using Quest 52 in D-Groups. Even if you weren’t able to 

join us in the  Fall, that will be a great opportunity to get involved on Wednesday evenings. 
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

In so many different ways, just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-

hearted servants who BUILD UP others through serving. See the blue flyer at the display by the 

Welcome Center for details about specific, ongoing opportunities. Let the staff team know if 

there are ways you are willing and wanting to serve.  

Especially as we move toward January and the new year of 2023, maybe it’s a great time for 

you to find a way to either get involved in serving your church family or even stretch yourself 

with a new role. 

Now that we have wrapped-up our Fall 2021 session of 

CULTIVATE, it’s appropriate to extend a “Thank you!” to so 

many who helped make the delicious meals happen: 

First and foremost, even though it’s part of her role as a staff member, Kristie Martin 

deserves our appreciation for a great job in coordinating and preparing meals each week 

(with a couple of grilling assists from Rick Randleman and Dylan Young).  

We also want to extend gratitude toward those who helped in the preparation process 

along the way: Charlotte Emmerton (Ernie too), Debbie Jennings, Carol Ricke and Liz 

Wood. An extra special “Thank you!” to Kaytlin Deckard and Kaitlyn Graves who 

stepped-in to serve as regular weekly helpers mid-way during the Fall session. 

We certainly also appreciate the D-Groups taking turns in helping with clean-up 

throughout the semester. It’s a great way to share this part of the load.  

This weekly meal time is so valuable to our Wednesday evenings as a church family. We 

are grateful to those who helped make it happen! 

We’ll acknowledge our C.O.P. team in the next edition of “The Vine,” but a “THANK YOU!” 

to our D-Group facilitators and to those who worked with our students during this past 

session of CULTIVATE. 

A special “THANK YOU!” to all of those who helped with the “Thanksgiving basket” 

effort (led by Rick Randleman). From those who donated supplies/funds to those who 

helped with the distribution of baskets in November, so many hearts and hands were involved 

in lovingly reaching out to those in need within our community.  

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

12/4 Melissa Wilcox Andrea Conboy Jessica Young 

12/11 Cheryl McAnally Not meeting - C.O.P. program during service 

12/18 Julie Brothers Amanda Butler Jessica Young 

12/24 Kristie Martin Not meeting for our Christmas Eve and Christmas morning 

services (kids age 4 and older remain with their families). 12/25 Susan Graves 

1/1/23 T.B.D. T.B.D. Sean & Megan Falconer 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for December 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

12/4 
Staff coverage 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

12/11 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Kids from the C.O.P. program 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

12/18 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

12/24 Welcoming/foyer responsibilities 

will be covered by staff for 

Christmas Eve and Christmas day. 

Nate Jennings 
T.B.A.  

12/25 Simeon Martin 

1/1/23 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 

special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one of 

our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to them, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. In 

addition to an upcoming mission trip (scheduled for March of 2023), don’t forget their child 

sponsorship program; check out their website for more details. 

We have completed another successful year of collecting supplies and 

distributing Thanksgiving baskets. We were able to put together 26 (or 

so) baskets for distribution to those in need of such a blessing this 

year.  Again, as mentioned previously, “THANK YOU” to all who helped 

make it happen - from organizing the effort to donating supplies/funds 

to helping distribute baskets. A good number of those who received 

baskets from Southland were names provided to us from Crosslines, one of our ministry partners. We are grateful 

for their help in another successful effort to LIVE OUT our faith in this way. 

Back in early November, we participated in the “International Day of Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church.” It’s a day to raise awareness about the reality of persecution 

around the globe and, more importantly, to pray for those who “share our faith, but 

not our freedom. Part of what we highlight on that day are some resources that are 

available online that can help spur your awareness of and prayer for the persecuted 

church. As much as we focus on this one specific day, we ultimately want it to be a 

catalyst for what happens even beyond it. So, even though we are past the day, we thought it appropriate to 

share these tools again. Here are two specific websites you can bookmark and consult from time-to-time (you 

can click directly on the electronic link): 

www.opendoorsusa.org (“World Watch List”)       www.persecution.com (“The Voice of the Martyrs”) 

Open Doors has also developed a “Prayer app” that can provide more regular updates (daily) reminding you 

to pray for the persecuted church. It’s easy to find (search for Open Doors prayer app) and download. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.opendoorsusa.org
http://www.persecution.com

