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Southland “FAMILY” News 
What’s coming up in the month of December at Southland: 

“A Church FAMILY Christmas” 
We use this overall “FAMILY” focus for the month of 
December here at Southland. Just as earthly families 
have traditions for celebrating the season, so do we as a 
church family here at Southland. In addition to being 
together for our weekly time of ENCOUNTER at 10:30am, 
there are several other things we do this time of year. 

We have already shared details via flyers available in the 
foyer (you can also click on this for an electronic copy: 
Church FAMILY Christmas flyer). 

Below are the basic details of what’s happening throughout December: 

December 5 Normal 9:15am programming … nursery, Sunday School classes for kids/youth and 
Connect Groups.  

 ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … normal kids’ programming. 

 A church FAMILY “Thanks-Mas Dinner” from 5-6:30pm 
… this is a season for sharing a meal with loved ones, 
and so will we – a time of food, fun and fellowship 
together as a church FAMILY. This event combines two 
special days - Thanksgiving and Christmas - into one 
“Thanks-Mas” gathering. There is nothing you need to 
bring unless you have signed-up to provide a dessert.  

December 10 Southland women’s Christmas celebration at 6:30pm - a fun evening together                
(Friday) for all ladies; see page 13 for more details. 

December 12 Instead of normal 9:15am programming, a fellowship time with breakfast (more 
along the lines of donuts, pastries, etc.) served from 9:15-10am … a time to 
connect with others in the church family. 

ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … a special week with our 
C.O.P. performance as part of our time together.  

For this Sunday, nursery is available up through age 3; 
kids ages 4 & up who are NOT participating in C.O.P. are 
to remain with their families during the service. 

Parents with kids in C.O.P. … make sure you check 
out page 10 for the kids’ schedule leading-up to and 

including 12/12. 

Group Huddle Christmas party from 6-8pm 

December 19 No 9:15am ministry programming. 

 ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … normal kids’ programming. 
(Continued on next page) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/2021_flyer.pdf
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December 24  Christmas Eve Service (6pm) … if you’re still in town, we 
(Friday) encourage you to make plans to be here for this briefer 
 service (~40-45 minutes). We will celebrate Jesus’ birth 
 through music, Scripture, the Lord’s Supper and candle 
 lighting. No nursery or kids’ programming. 

December 26 No 9:15am ministry programming. 

 ENCOUNTER at 10:30am … nursery + “Li’l Kid Encounter” (through 
Kindergarten), but no “Kid Encounter” (students in 1 st through 5 th grades remain 
with their families for this week – a briefer service). 

Our goal in all this is to enjoy this special time together; we hope 
you come and join your Southland FAMILY in celebrating Jesus’ 

birth during this 2021 Christmas season! 

NOTE: No 9:15am ministry programming on January 2, 2022 either (see below for more on 
this special day we call “CCH Day”). 

Some General FAMILY News: 
We’ve made a hire!! … As we’ve been sharing since 
FLOURISH 2021 in late-August, we have been in a process to hire a 
part-time staff member to serve in our children’s ministry. We are 
excited to announce Jessica Young as our hire for this position. She 
is married to Dylan and they have 5 kids: Caden, Benjamin, 
Elijah, Abigail and Hope - all pictured to the left … and yes, it’s 
important that they have the Chiefs’ fandom part right). Jessica 
comes with several years of experience in full-time children’s 
ministry. At this point, a part-time role fits both her and 
Southland. She will begin serving as part of our staff team in early 
January. We certainly look forward to the Youngs coming to join 
us and be a part of our church family as Jessica leads this 
important area of our ministry. 

Ongoing Property-Related Projects ... Since our 2018 property sale, we have been 
addressing various building and grounds projects at Southland - one of our priorities from the 
sale’s proceeds beyond the drastic reduction of our debt. Much has already been accomplished, 
for example these items: new exterior signs, the fellowship hall makeover from 2019, fresh paint 
in various parts of the building (including the stage area) and, most recently, the re-sealing/re-
striping of our parking lot. There is still more that needs to be done and more funds available to 
keep addressing them. There is movement on a few of these items, including planning for a long-
overdue “refresh” of our auditorium. We’ll continue sharing updates about such projects. 

Memorial Gift Donations ... After Jerry Doty passed away in October, his 
family chose to have memorial gifts go to Southland. After consulting with Brenda, we 
chose to use a good portion of these donations to upgrade our tables for the Fellowship 
Hall. These were needed and go really well with the 2019 renovation of that room. We are 
grateful for this way to honor Jerry’s memory as an important part of our church family. 
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We’re looking forward to a special day 
on Sunday, January 2 … “CCH Day.”  

This is a day we have set aside to highlight our 
partnership with Christian Campus House at MSU, 
one of our long-standing local ministry partners.  

Part of being a church FAMILY means having these connections even beyond ourselves here at 
Southland - extended family, if you will. In keeping with that, it’s a good thing for us to take the 
time to highlight these connections. That’s what this day is about as we focus on CCH. 

Unlike in past years, we will not have a combined time at 9:15am, only our 10:30 ENCOUNTER 
service with Dave Embree preaching. During this time, he will share a bit of an update about 
what’s happening at CCH, including news about his own upcoming transition after a long-
standing tenure of service. It’s going to be another great opportunity for us to help promote our 
partnership with Christian Campus House. 

We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the 
Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that 
those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password 
(access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for 
us to maintain connections with others in the Southland family. 

Some additional reminders: (1) If you need help in signing-up, please let a staff member know. 
(2) If you would still like a print version of a directory, just let us know and we can make that 
happen. (3) Along the way, if any of your contact information changes, all you need to do is log-
on and update those details yourself. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers 
a valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this 
exclusively so that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming 
from here. You should be receiving regular communications (e.g. the link to “The Vine,” Sunday 
morning details, reminders, etc.) coming from “Southland Info” and prayer updates from 
“Southland Prayer.” Please let us know if you’re not receiving updates OR you can log-in to 
Planning Center yourself and make sure everything is correct there. 

A “THANK YOU” Note 
In response to how we’ve shown care and concern in various situations, 
we at times receive cards, notes, etc. expressing gratitude to the SCC 
family. Since there is not a great place to display these cards, we share 
them with you here in this section of “The Vine.” 

NOTE: We received the following note from Jerry Doty’s family (we just failed to publish it 
in the November edition of “The Vine”). 

“Dear Family …  Thank you for the plant and awesome meal. The ‘Celebration of Life’ service 
was very special and we really appreciate being able to have [it] at the church. Southland and 
everyone there holds a special place in our hearts. Thanks again! - Brenda and Family” 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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What’s Happening at Southland: 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Weekly ministry happenings - for the entire Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages with CONNECT 

Groups for adults. These are more sporadic this time of year: meeting as normal on 

12/5 + breakfast on 12/12 then not meeting at all for the next three weeks - 12/19, 

12/26 and 1/2/2022. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 14). 

Other weekly events: Group Huddle for MS/HS youth on Sundays (meets 12/12, then resumes 

in January) … CULTIVATE and WSA (Ladies’ Bible Study) are off until January.  

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
Since COVID, we have been using an online platform called 

“Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be accessed through their 

website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or through the app. 

Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland where 

you can give. In addition to regular giving/tithing, this can be used to donate to other opportunities like 

for payment of fees (e.g. CULTIVATE meals, youth conference deposits, etc.). We do ask that you cover 

any charges, especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no 

requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
We’re getting to that time of year again when wintry weather becomes 

more of a possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to 

cancel or adjust our regular schedule. As a result These changes will be 

made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at 

least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:   Obviously, the realities of 2020 have moved us to a position where, even if conditions are not 

good because of weather, we intend always to be able to make available some form of live 

stream on Sunday mornings. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight: 

Make sure to check out plans for each Sunday throughout December on pages 2-3. 

Wednesdays, December 1 and 8 … Children of Praise practices. 

Sunday, December 5 … our annual “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner” (see p. 2).  

Friday, December 10 … women’s Christmas celebration. 

Saturday, December 11 … Children of Praise dress rehearsal (see p. 10 for more details 

about this special practice day). 

Sunday, December 12 … a special day - breakfast at 9:15am followed by our 10:30am 

ENCOUNTER service with our Children of Praise performance of “Christmas: Where, When 

and Why.” See page 2; parents check out page 10 for details. 

Sunday, December 12 … the Group Huddle annual Christmas celebration (6-8pm); see page 

11 for more details. 

Friday, December 24 … Christmas Eve Service at 6pm. 

Saturday, December 25 … “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”  

Saturday, January 1, 2022 …  “Happy new year!” 

RE-LAUNCH DATES as we move into 2022: January 9 for normal 9:15am programming 

       January 9 for the Group Huddle kick-off (1/16 for 

       regular Group Huddle) 

       January 12 for CULTIVATE on Wednesday evenings 

       January 13 for WSA (Ladies’ Bible Study) 

 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For October and November 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: October tithe = $43,234 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,646 

80  

  November tithe = $28,913 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,228 

25  

Fiscal year-to-date (September 2021 onward), our tithe is $103,075 for an average of around $7,930 … at 

this point, this projects to $412,300 annually. 

Our projected need for this year is in the $470,000 range. That is up from last fiscal year’s budget as well 

as the total actual tithe. We do enter this ministry year in a healthy place financially. At the same time, 
we  pay attention to our financial situation and make any necessary expense adjustments along the way. 

Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 



7 

 

What MATTers to me … 
I love the opening words to John’s Gospel - his story about Jesus’ life. Unlike Matthew and Luke, John doesn’t tell 
the traditional Christmas story: there’s no mention of Bethlehem, a manger, shepherds on a nearby hillside, etc. For 
that matter, there’s not even a mentioning of Jesus as a child in John, let alone as a baby. (As a side-note, John was 
the last Gospel written; by the time he wrote, the other three were well-circulated. That’s why we see so much “unique” 
material in John as compared to the other three.) Since others were telling that story, John instead opens by writing 
words packed with significance about Jesus’ coming to the earth … even stretching back to the beginning of time. “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning” (vv. 1-2). “He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize 
Him … His own did not receive Him” (vv. 10-11). “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (v. 14). 
There isn’t the traditional Christmas story, but John opens with these powerful words capturing the divine mystery we 
call the INCARNATION – in Jesus, God became human, taking on our flesh. 

As I’ve reflected on the meaning of Christmas in past years - especially in the midst of our world - verses 4-5 
particularly stand out: “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not overcome it.”1 Throughout Scripture, we see this contrast between LIGHT and DARKNESS. It’s 
especially prevalent in John’s writing.  

• LIGHT symbolizes life, DARKNESS death.  

• LIGHT stands for truth and revelation, DARKNESS for uncertainty, being ignorant and even deception. 

• Behavior characterized by goodness and righteousness shows one “lives in the LIGHT,” while “deeds of 
DARKNESS” come from those whose conduct is morally evil and ungodly. 

• LIGHT represents hope, DARKNESS despair. 

• In light of such contrasts, it’s not surprising that Scripture even calls Jesus, “the LIGHT of the world.” 
Satan, on the other hand, is referred to as the “prince of DARKNESS.”  

Throughout John’s Gospel - from chapter 1 on - we see this contrast that Jesus has 
brought as the “LIGHT of the world.” Even more than the contrast, we also see the obvious 
hints of the struggle between the two. Light comes and shines in the midst of the darkness, 
eliminating its presence; at the same time, in this struggle, darkness strives to overcome the 
light. Listen again to the words John writes: “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness can never EXTINGUISH it” (NLT). There’s only one way for darkness to prevail: if 
the light doesn’t shine! As long as the light continues to shine, the darkness will not be able 
to overcome the light, but instead will be overcome by light! 

At Christmas, we celebrate the story that reminds us God chose to “flip on the switch” in our world of darkness. He 
has sent the Light of the world to shine in the midst of the darkness and overcome it. What a needed encouragement 
for us, worn out and wearied by the darkness all around us. These words from John seem particularly poignant to the 
circumstances of our world. News headlines frequently remind us of the darkness that feels increasingly prominent in 
our world: violence, injustice, mistreatment of those who are powerless, evil acts carried out against innocent people, 
nations harming their own. That’s not to mention the far more “culturally acceptable” forms of darkness that linger all 
around us, nor is it to mention all the ways it creeps around the challenging life situations of so many in our church 
family. The darkness seems both pervasive and as if it were prevailing.  

I wonder if there isn’t a lesson for us in the everyday act of walking into a dark room … we don’t have to somehow 
remove the darkness so that light can shine. No, we get rid of darkness simply by turning on the light! When it shines 
in the midst of darkness, the darkness simply disappears – unable to extinguish the light, but instead it is overcome by 
it. This Christmas season, we celebrate the LIGHT that has come into the world, the LIGHT that overcomes the 
darkness. It’s also a time to remember that Christ has taught us as His people to be LIGHT of the world shining for 
His glory (Matthew 5:14-16). As we celebrate the season, as we are confronted by the obvious darkness around us, 
may our response be to respond to it in the best way we know how. Wherever we are and whatever we’re doing, 
through our lives, may we shine the LIGHT that has come into the world through Bethlehem’s Baby! 
1  Some translations read like the NIV “has not understood it.” The word can mean both grasp in an intellectual way (as in 

“understand”) or in a forceful way (as in “seizing” on to something and overpowering it). Both meanings are possible here. In 
fact, John could have intended it both ways. 
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A note from RICK ... 
Happy Christmas! Thanksgiving is in the past and we’re speeding towards the end of the year. 

I wanted to take a moment and thank you for your help with our Thanksgiving baskets this year. You filled 

31 baskets, providing 31 families with Thanksgiving dinner! Thanks to those that delivered, to those that 

helped pack, and to those that donated food and cash! It’s greatly appreciated and a great way to show 

the love of Christ! 

One of those things that I think about at Christmas is this idea of Santa and the Elf on the Shelf - both are 

known for making a list and checking it twice. I’m watching you. Don’t do anything stupid. Be good …  

Be good. 

It is a statement that I heard a lot growing up and have said several times myself to my children: “Be 

good.” It’s a message that basically means what I said before … “don’t do anything stupid.” It’s almost as 

though we’ve lowered the bar to being good simply means not being bad - staying out of trouble.   

While this is a common message between parents and kids, it is the same message that I hear from many 

sermons and Bible studies. I easily take a lot that I hear, and then, I lump it into this message that I need 

to “be good.” 

However, I have realized that I have a horrible understanding of what it means to be good. I have heard it 

with this connotation of “don’t do anything stupid” for so long that my main goal in my Christian walk is 

merely not to do anything wrong. As a result, oftentimes, all we try to do as a Christians is simply maintain. 

We have our free ticket to heaven and now we just need to make sure we don’t mess it up. We read the 

Bible and listen to sermons focusing on all the things we shouldn’t do. I can find myself bogged down with 

trying not to think about or do the things I am not supposed to. Too often we have made Christianity all 

about the don’ts and as a result we continue to merely exist in a shallow mediocre Christianity. 

But that is just part of it. A small part. 

The fact is that Christianity is all about the “do’s.”  

It is all about what Christ has done and what we decide to do about it.  

And when we focus on the “do’s,” the “don’ts” take care of themselves. 

So what are the do’s?  Here are a few: 

Pursue a deeper relationship with God (Matthew 22:37). Be humble (Philippians 2:3ff). Think about good 

things (Philippians 4:8). Love people with God’s love (1 Corinthians 13). Cultivate the fruit of the Spirit in 

your life (Galatians 5:22-23). Tell people about the salvation you have (Matthew 28:18-20). Basically, be 

like Jesus - look at what He did and do that! 

Merely trying not to mess up in your Christian walk is a shallow and short-sighted goal that at best leads to 

mediocrity and apathy. However, when we set our sights on being like Jesus and letting Him work through 

us, then we take part in a goal much bigger than ourselves. Along the way, we become dependent on God 

to help us … and that is doing some good. 

So here is the question I have to ask myself: What if I stopped merely trying not to do bad and actually 

start to do some good?  
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout the 10:30am time slot; see below about a special day on December 12. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time.  

Kid ENCOUNTER is meeting as normal on 12/5, 12/19 and 1/2 (a new series on Jonah).  

See below about plans for 12/12.* 

On 12/26, grade school students are staying with their families for a briefer service 
on this day after Christmas.  

*  SPECIAL NOTE: On December 12, we will NOT have regular “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” or 
“Kid ENCOUNTER” due to the C.O.P. performance (see below). Nursery care will be 
available for kids up through age 3; all other kids ages 4 and older (i.e. those who are not 
in Children of Praise) will be with their families during this special time.  

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes are available for all ages of kids at 9:15am - in 
addition to nursery care for our youngest ones, we have classes for all kids 
(pre-K, K-2nd grade and 3rd-5th grade). 

We’ll share more details about our plans for the Winter/Spring semester as we head toward 
the end of December and into the new year; Jessica will be leading this time with the kids.

We’ve made a hire for our part-time children’s ministry 
position! Check out page 3 for more about Jessica Young and 
her family. It was great to see how God led throughout this 
process and we look forward to how He will use this hire to 

strengthen our ministry to kids and their families. 
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Les’ latest  
If you think about it, we can define major moments in our lives by how we respond to them. When a 

problem arises, it’s often not the problem itself that impacts us; it’s how we respond to it. When an 

opportunity presents itself, the difference is whether or not you respond by seizing it or letting it 

pass. When we look back at such situations in life, our response can either be seen as right or wrong. 

This idea was exemplified as I recently read Matthew 2:1-6. Here is the familiar story of the wise 

men. Now, you know this story, but I want you to look at it with fresh wonder. I want you to look at 

it with this concept of “reaction” in mind. 

If you had to describe the wise men’s reaction to Jesus, what words would you 

use? Curious? Inquisitive? Seeking? However you describe it, the point is that they 

saw something in the stars they regularly studied; and then, they rightly 

interpreted it as a sign that something spectacular had happened. Their response 

was the right one: they sought out Jesus, the newborn King, to worship Him.   

But look at Herod’s response. How would you describe it? Calculated? Fearful? Power-hungry? Herod, 

the Roman appointed ruler over this region, was a tyrant. Instead of being curious about the spiritual 

implications of Jesus’ birth, Herod’s response was wrong. He was scared that his power would be 

threatened, and he was fearful of who Jesus might become. 

People still respond to Jesus in one of these two ways. They are either curious about who Jesus is 

and what He can do in and through them. Or they are dismissive, fearful or downright apathetic. Our 

lives are a living billboard for Jesus, and the way we live tells the world that we belong to Christ.  In 

the end, people will respond to Jesus in us; their response will either be right or wrong. Jonah’s  

Some CHILDREN of PRAISE Items: 

This year, C.O.P. is using a musical called “Christmas: Where, When 
and Why.” Kids have been working on their songs and their drama lines 
all in preparation for the performance on Sunday, December 12 
during our 10:30am ENCOUNTER service (we do intend to live 
stream this as well). It’s always a great way for us to reflect on the 
story of Jesus’ birth during this season. We have set 12/19 as a back-
up if necessary due to weather (it has almost happened before). 

Here are some important dates to keep in mind leading-up to the performance: 

 Wednesday, December 8 from 6:15-8pm (same as on 12/1) - normal C.O.P. practice. 

Saturday, December 11 from 10am-1pm - dress rehearsal day … lunch is provided 
(pizza) as part of this time. 

Sunday, December 12 - C.O.P. performance during our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am; 
kids should arrive at 8am* for breakfast followed by final run throughs in the auditorium 
until 10am (the kids will be together from then on as they await service time). 

*  When you drop kids off at 8am, we are giving parents an opportunity to reserve seats 
in the auditorium. There will be slips of paper on which you can write your name to put 
on the seats you need to save for yourselves and your guests. If this isn’t done when 
you drop off your child, it will need to wait until the kids are done practicing at 10. 

Parents, the C.O.P. team is communicating some specifics about costumes and other 
items needed for your child(ren) directly with you; please be looking for that.    
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for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am): We have separate Sunday School classes for our 

middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. Classes are not meeting December 12 through January 2. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE resumes Wednesday, January 12. All middle school students 

will be joining the group (6th and 7th grade students participated in C.O.P. in the Fall session). 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 

Typically (see below for exceptions), GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each Sunday – a 

weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His 

love to others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they participate 

in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for upcoming weeks: 

Sunday, 12/5 NO GROUP HUDDLE … Southland’s “Thanks-Mas” church family dinner; 

everyone is invited to attend. 

Sunday, 12/12 Group Huddle “Christmas Celebration” 2021 … Come celebrate the 

birth of our Savior! No gifts; your presence is enough. Come enjoy a great 

evening of worship, food and memorable games. 

Group Huddle does not meet on 12/19, 12/26 or 1/2. 

Sunday, 1/9 Group Huddle Kick-off for 2022 … be watching for more details. 

Sunday, 1/16 Normal Group Huddle resumes 

2022 “MOVE” Conference 
For incoming freshmen (the 2022-2023 school year) 

and current graduating seniors classes of 2022-2026 

July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

It may feel earlier than normal (because it is!), but we’ve been working to get a headcount for those 

interested in attending next Summer’s MOVE Conference for high school students. Registration for 

this Nebraska conference fills up quickly. Because of that, as soon as registration opened in early 

October, we reserved 36 spots (including students and sponsors) based on the number of “YES” 

confirmations we received. We have since been able to grab 4 more. To make sure we have a spot 
reserved, please make sure you get Les a “YES” answer as soon as possible. 

As a reminder: The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $359 plus $20 for a hotel stay that first night 
on the way to the conference. The first preregistration fee of $65.00 is due January 30. This is 

a non-refundable deposit that can be paid any time before the deadline. A second $65 deposit 

is due February 27.  Make checks payable to Southland Christian Church with “MOVE” in the memo 

line; this can also be paid via Tithe.ly (see p. 4) by choosing the “MOVE Conference Payment” option.  

Be watching for dates of the annual youth yard sale - a fundraiser that benefits 

all students attending the MOVE Conference.  
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Southland Women 
It’s Christmas shopping season, and if you’re like me, that means you 
might be spending some time looking at rating stars and product 
reviews. It’s a wise step, after all. If I’m looking at clothes, it helps to 
know if they run true-to-size, the fabric tends to be see-through or some other issue has been noted by other 
customers. If I’m looking for electronics, I’d like to know if the item has worked well for other customers. In this 
day and age of shopping online, it pays to look at other people’s experiences to see if the item you are interested 
in is a good value. We count a lot on these little stars! 

The same can go for restaurants and businesses we might consider patronizing. We can evaluate whether or not 
we want to visit based on what other people have to say and what their experiences were like. If a place has two 
stars, for example, most of us would keep right on scrolling and look for the next entry - one that has what we 
want with more stars and better reviews.  

If we think creatively, can you imagine the stars that Heaven would have? Every star possible, for sure! And the 
reviews would be awesome!! It’s more beautiful than we can imagine. The weather is never bad. And the best part 
is that God the Father is there. Nothing evil is there, there are no tears and no sadness. We cannot read reviews 
about it, of course, because no one who visits gets to come back. But I cannot imagine that even for a second they 
would want to.  

So imagine with me how many stars earth would earn. What do you think? One? Two? It can be nice sometimes, 
and I love many things about it and many people who are here with me on it. But there are a lot of elements 
working against those stars too. I wonder what reviews would people give it?  

“There are so many bugs. Do not visit.”  

“I was sick the whole time. Too many germs and diseases. It was miserable.”  

“Crime is everywhere. You hear every day of murders and shootings and violence.”  

“People have lost all good sense. It feels like everything that could go wrong, HAS.”  

Does that sound like a place YOU would want to visit? Would you book that trip? I know I wouldn’t.  

But Jesus did. He came from absolute paradise to this dirty, germy, violent place. He didn’t have to look at rating 
stars or reviews, He knew full well how awful this earth would be. He made it and had been watching it ever since 
creation; and He knew it was going to be the biggest step-down imaginable. On top of all that, He knew that He 
would be mistreated, hated, beaten and eventually killed. None of us would book THAT trip, I’m sure!  

As we launch into this Christmas season, I am infinitely and eternally grateful that Jesus considered humanity 
worth the awful experience here on earth. His path was one of challenge from the very beginning – no cozy 
accommodations for His birth, a sudden trip in the night just so he could survive a horrible king’s edict ... His 
family was poor, and He had to deal with all the usual package of being human. I’m sure He got sick, dealt with 
some teenage drama, maybe experienced some sibling rivalry. And then we come around again to the nightmare 
that was the last few hours that culminated in His crucifixion. 
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But Jesus chose to come to earth for us. He valued us that much. Hebrews 12:2 tells us “For the joy set before 
Him, He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” WE were 
the joy set before Him. He knew the cost, but He considered us worth the pain and misery … and everything else 
that came with coming to earth.  

Thankfully, His death isn’t the end of the story. He rose again and later was able to return to the paradise of 
Heaven. He did what He came to do and was able to sit down at the right hand of the Father. Our salvation had 
been bought and we could be redeemed by His blood. What an amazing gift!  

I pray this season stirs your heart with thankfulness. He is the best gift we could ever receive because of all He 
went through for us.  

WSA, Ladies’ Bible Study, is on a break during this season (from 
Thanksgiving into the new year ... the normal schedule). The plan is to 
resume WSA sometime in January - either 1/13 or 1/20. We’ll share 
more about those plans in the next edition of “The Vine.” 

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event 
Friday, December 10 
from 6:30-8:30pm  

Each year (at least, each non-pandemic year), 
Southland women gather for a Christmas-themed 
event. It’s an opportunity to slow down and enjoy 
some fellowship - a time to celebrate the season 

together amidst the hustle and bustle.  

Please bring a small gift for a light-
hearted gift exchange! We suggest a 
mug, a Christmas towel or a candle. 

Snacks and drinks are provided  
as is childcare. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
There are no more BTG 
meetings scheduled at 
this point for 2021. 

We’ll share more 
plans for the new 
year as we move 

toward 2022. 
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Our December Preaching Schedule 

In addition to the C.O.P. focus on the Christmas story on 12/12, we’ll be reflecting on the Christmas story in our 
preaching throughout December (not a series per se, but focused on this basic story/theme). 

Les Londeen is preaching December 19 and Dave Embree is preaching January 2 as part of our annual “CCH Day.” 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation (and, as we’ve experienced at times, the LIVE STREAM is still prone to 

technological issues), we do value this option. Whether because of COVID or some other 

reason, we encourage you to stay connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

Beyond that piece, here are a few ongoing implications for how we’re handling things 

during our ENCOUNTER time: 

We continue making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups 

or sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium.  

For OFFERING, instead of passing trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each 

door (you can also mail a check or give using the Tithe.ly platform - see p. 5).  

When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things spaced out as much as 

possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in person (we do 

anticipate a bigger crowd on 12/12 with the C.O.P. performance). 

An ENCOUNTER-related reminder about Sunday, December 12 

Just to make sure you’re aware, our service on Sunday, December 12 is somewhat 

unique. For the past few years now (besides 2020, of course), we have had our 

Children of Praise (C.O.P.) Christmas production as part of the morning service - in 

essence, our kids are preaching the Good News of Jesus as part of our regular 

ENCOUNTER time. It’s a great tradition here at Southland during the Christmas season. 

This year, that is happening through their performance of “Christmas: Where, When 

and Why” (we do intend to live stream this as well).  

All of the normal elements of our ENCOUNTER time will be included. Following the C.O.P. performance, we 

will still be sharing in the Lord’s Supper together to remember what God has done for us through the Baby 

born in Bethlehem. While it’s a much different morning, it’s still about the same basic purpose of meeting 

with our God at His invitation to celebrate the Good news of Jesus! 

Make sure you check out page 2 for more details about our adjusted plans for this particular Sunday. 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

Groups currently meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:15am 
One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together. Since September of 2021, adults have been back in revamped groups during 

this time slot (we do also have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and youth). Here are the groups that 

we currently have:  

(1) The “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults 

(2) In the Great Room, a group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who 

still have kids in the house ... meetings as one group for now  

(3) In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those 

who are nearing or at retirement age ... again, meeting as one group for now 

It’s been good to have these “refreshed” groups back up and running. Along the way, we are working to 

maintain the best of what CONNECT Groups have been here at Southland. We encourage you to come join 

us as we experience church FAMILY in these groups! 

Connect Group schedule for the next several weeks (see pages 2-3 for fuller plans even beyond this time slot):   

 December 5 … Groups are meeting as normal 

 December 12 … Church FAMILY breakfast for all, so no regular Connect Groups (but please do join us!) 

 December 19 - January 2 … Groups are NOT meeting these mornings 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Our Winter and Spring 2022 sessions will continue to include the Deeper Life Group format 

(smaller groups + same gender). We’ll continue using our current groups - although this is a good 

time to incorporate new people or make any other such changes as needed. We’ll share more 

details about our plans as we move toward and into the new year. 
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Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. 

At this point, there are not any specific areas of service to highlight where we have a current 

pressing need for volunteers. Of course, there are several ongoing ways where you can get 

involved; and we encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome 

Center for more details about volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are 

ways you are willing and wanting to get involved in serving. As we move toward the new 

year of 2022, maybe it’s a great opportunity for you to find a way to either get involved in 

serving your church family or even stretch yourself with a new role. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Now that we have wrapped-up our Fall 2021 session of 

CULTIVATE, it’s appropriate to extend a “Thank you!” to so 

many who helped make the delicious meals happen: 

First and foremost, Kristie Martin did a great job taking on the point role of coordinating 

and cooking.  

We also want to extend gratitude toward those who helped in the preparation process 

along the way: Pat Cramer, Mandy Dort, Charlotte Emmerton (Ernie too), Debbie 

Jennings, Anna Randleman and Liz Wood.  

We certainly also appreciate the D-Groups taking turns in helping with clean-up throughout 

the semester.  

This weekly meal time is so valuable to our Wednesday evenings as a church family. We 

are grateful to those who helped make it happen! 

We’ll acknowledge our C.O.P. team in the next edition of “The Vine,” but a “THANK YOU!” 

to our D-Group facilitators and to Les for leading various aspects of our CULTIVATE session. 

A special “THANK YOU!” to all of those who helped with the “Thanksgiving basket” 

effort (led by Rick Randleman). From those who donated supplies/funds to those who 

helped with the distribution of baskets in November, so many hearts and hands were involved 

in lovingly reaching out to those in need within our community.  

During the week of Thanksgiving, staff took a day to get some cleaning and organizing done 

(mainly in the office area and storage room). In part, it was necessary as we move toward 

needing another office space for Jessica. We had some great helpers that day: a “THANK 

YOU!” to Brittany Nothstine as well as the staff kids who were out-of-school and served: Zac 

Jennings + Lex Randleman + Nate, Harmony and Eden Martin.  
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

12/5 Cheryl McAnally Amanda Butler Stefani Hall 

12/12 Julie Brothers Not meeting on 12/12 - C.O.P. program during service 

12/19 Melissa Wilcox Anna Martin Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

12/26 Graves Family Cindy M./Andrea C. Grade school kids in service 

1/2/22 Jenelle Smith Kristin Londeen Sean & Megan Falconer 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for December 2021 (and 1/2/2022) 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

12/5 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

12/12 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

12/19 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

12/26 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

1/2/22 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 

own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body 

is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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We have completed another successful year of collecting supplies and 

distributing Thanksgiving baskets. We were able to put together 31 

baskets for distribution to those in need of such a blessing this year.  

Again, as mentioned previously, “THANK YOU” to all who helped make 

it happen - from organizing the effort to donating supplies/funds to 

helping distribute baskets. A good number of those who received 

baskets from Southland were names provided to us from Crosslines, one of our ministry partners. We are grateful 

for their help in another successful effort to LIVE OUT our faith in this way. 

For the past couple of years, we’ve hosted a “CCH DAY.” It is a day to highlight 

our partnership with Christian Campus House. We are planning our next one for 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 (see p. 4 for more details about this day as it will be a 

bit different this time). We’re looking forward to it!  

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by 

the map). This is really the only way one of our partners can 

communicate with us. Their location makes any online presence too 

risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

A few additional global missions-related notes: 

1. A look back to November 7 and the “International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church” … this 

day provides a great opportunity each year for us to be reminded of this reality facing our global 

FAMILY in Christ. It’s a day when we want to be intentional about raising awareness and praying for 

our fellow believers. It’s also intended to help catalyze an ongoing response. To that end, there are 

some informational sheets available at the Welcome Center from the day. These identify some ways 

(including some websites and other electronic resources) you can continue to be aware and in prayer 

about what’s happening with the persecuted church around the globe. 

2. A look back to November 14 and a day with our partners from North Africa … we were grateful to 

host this family to hear about the work we are a part of and to build a greater sense of connection 

with them. It was certainly an encouragement to hear about the ways that our partnership is helping 

to spread the Good News of Jesus not only to their specific country, but also beyond. If you would like 

to be receiving more information and updates from them, let us know; we’ll help get you connected 

to receive ongoing communication. 

3. A look ahead to future mission trips … While there are no specifics to share yet, we are in the early 

planning stages for another Mexico trip (being preliminarily planned for 2022) and another 

Guatemala trip (likely for 2023). Be looking for updates in this section of “The Vine” as those begin to 
take shape even more. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

