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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 
As with many families, we have many traditions that are part of our yearly Christmas 
celebration here at Southland. As with many families, COVID-19 has brought drastic changes to 
whatever might be typical with such traditions. It’s all part of what we’ve called “A Church 
FAMILY Christmas.” Usually, we have the C.O.P. program on a Sunday morning with a hot 
breakfast served; it’s been something we look forward to each year. There’s normally a women’s 
Christmas event and an afternoon for caroling at Quail Creek. Yet, like with so much else in 
2020, those plans are just different this year. Even with all that isn’t happening, we’re grateful to 
still have our Sunday morning gatherings as well as the following two events: 

In past years, we’ve come together in early December (between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day, hence the name “Thanks-
Mas”). Typically, this is a church-wide dinner, like one you’d 
share with your earthly family in this season. Due to COVID, 
that didn’t seem very feasible or appropriate, especially with 
the cost associated with catering a meal had we chosen to go in 
that direction. So, we’ve modified our plans for the evening. 

Here are some specifics: 

 Instead of a full dinner, we are providing snacks and desserts (think of it as a “sweet and 
salty” Thanks-Mas!). These will be pre-packaged or served on individual plates. 

 We will have good coffee options (including decaf) as well as hot chocolate. 
 We chose this direction partly because it seemed more appropriate to donate some of the 

funds we would have otherwise spent on a meal for ourselves. So, that’s what we’re doing 
in this season of need. We are going to send a gift to Crosslines to help them in their efforts 
to bless others. If you want to join us, there will be a way to do so at Thanks-Mas as we’ll 
collect a love offering; we’ll send this on with the other funds we are going to send them. 

 Overall, we have designed this to be a low-key evening without much formal structure 
(there will be some kid-friendly activities). We simply want this to be an opportunity for 
our church family to enjoy being together. 

As throughout this season, we are planning this event keeping proper health guidelines in mind. 
Of course, as always in this time, we encourage you to use your own wisdom and discretion in 
determining whether or not to participate. We’re looking forward to a great time together with 
whoever comes. 

This is another traditional part of our annual Christmas 
season at Southland. We come together to worship Jesus as 
we celebrate His coming (not just His birth, of course, but the 
greater reason for why He came!).  
As is typical in this season, we will live stream this service as 
well for those who are unable to attend “in person.” 
There is no nursery or kids’ programming for this service. 
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As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following 
reminders and updates in this gradual re-gathering phase. Much of this is 
repeated from previous months (new material is in blue). As we mentioned 
before, during this season of COVID-19, we are striving to implement in a 
reasonable and responsible way the guidelines that have been established. 
This includes keeping up-to-date with changing information. We want to be 
as safe and healthy as possible even as we move forward as a church family. 

An important update to highlight (for now, extended at least into early January): 

Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, Southland is 
included under the city’s mask ordinance. For specific details about this 
requirement (including ages, exceptions, etc.), you can access it here:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417.  

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

We continue to take a HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering and a live stream 
at the same time. Check out page 13 for information about the live stream option. Both 
formats are available for our 2020 Christmas Eve service as well (see p. 2 for more on that). 

We continue to work to maintain appropriate spacing with our chairs (as much as possible). 

For the Lord’s Supper, we are using the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are 
in a single sealed unit. These are available at the entrances to the auditorium. 

For offering, instead of passing trays, we still have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue 
to use one of the alternative options (we’ve again highlighted these on page 5). 

We have resumed our typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming. 

A new item as we move toward January 2021: 

Since March, we have primarily focused on our 10:30 ENCOUNTER gathering. Capacity 
guidelines and other factors have caused us to pause our other “typical” ministry 
programming (i.e. Sunday mornings at 9am and Wednesday evenings).  

Leadership has determined that it’s time to resume - at least somewhat - 
our more normal Sunday morning schedule with this modification: we will 
be meeting at 9:30am instead of 9. We are still working out the specifics, 
but this will include Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well as options 
for adults. Since we are not resuming Wednesday evenings at this point, 
this will be a bit of a combination of CONNECTING and GROWING DEEP.  

See page 14 for more specific information (e.g. details and our rationale). 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure 
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s 
all the  more true as we are needing to keep making adjustments.  

On FACEBOOK, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called “The 
Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to the Southland family. If you’re 
not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date.  

We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and other 
updates); please make sure we have your best address. 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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A December 2020 graduate to recognize: 

Congratulations to Timothy Cobb (son of Alex & Jill)! 

Tim is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Truman 

State University. He will begin a master’s degree (secondary education) in this 

upcoming Spring semester. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

We’re looking forward to a special day 
on Sunday, January 3 … “CCH Day.”  

This is a day we have set aside to highlight our 
partnership with Christian Campus House at MSU, 
one of our long-standing local ministry partners.  

Part of being a church FAMILY means having these connections even beyond ourselves here at 
Southland - extended family, if you will. In keeping with that, it’s a good thing for us to take the 
time to highlight these connections. That’s what this day is about as we focus on CCH. 

As part of this day, Dave Embree is sharing during a combined Connect Group time at 9:30am 
(this will be the first week we return to our pre-10:30 ministry programming). Then, during our 
10:30 ENCOUNTER time, our worship will involve many from CCH and Dave is preaching. It’s 
going to be a great day for us to help promote our partnership with Christian Campus House. 

PROPERTY Update: 
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property. If you’ve 

been to the church building recently, you’ll notice there has been a good deal of 

work happening with the development next to us. Within the next several months, 

we’ll end up having a new free-standing Starbucks as our neighbors. Obviously, the 

process of construction has ongoing implications for us.  

 Already, our entrance has been impacted - for the time being, the drive from Republic Road is 

really not accessible. It’s why we have encouraged you (and continue to do so for the time 

being!) to use the entrance off of Kansas Avenue instead.  

 In general, things are just more hectic and messy as this process unfolds.  

We continue to be a part of the conversations when it comes to the overall plan. While it’s not the 

same as having the empty parking lot fully available, we do believe it’s going to work out well for us. In 

fact, at this point, it appears we’re going to end up with even more parking spaces on our property 

than we previously had thought. That’s in addition to some other improvements that will come to the 

property in general. We do ask for your continued patience; it’s a part of how we can be good 

neighbors through it all. 

NOTE:   We do still have funds set aside from the property sale to continue addressing property 

improvements (e.g. re-sealing and re-striping the parking lot) and other maintenance needs. 
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About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

The following options for giving are still available: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather becomes more possible. 

Unfortunately, there are times when we have to cancel or adjust our 

regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be 

made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at 

least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 On the front page of our website:  www.gosouthland.org  

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”  

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call 

when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405. 

NOTE:   Obviously, the realities of 2020 have moved us to a position where, even if conditions are not 

good because of weather, we should always be able to make available some form of live stream 

on Sunday mornings. Just a small side benefit from the realities of 2020. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Many of our 

normal events have been impacted by COVID. We are adjusting accordingly; below, we have 

highlighted events currently planned. 

WEEKLY, Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered 

both as an “in person” option and joining us via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings from 6-8pm (typically; see p. 9 for the schedule at the end of 2020 into the 

start of 2021) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, December 4 … BTG meeting from 6-8:15pm. 

Sunday, December 6 … our annual “Thanks-Mas” gathering; check out page 2 for details 

about this event. 

Sunday, December 13 … Group Huddle Christmas celebration (6-8pm; see p. 10 for more). 

Thursday, December 24 … Christmas Eve service at Southland (6pm), more details to follow. 

Friday, December 25 … Merry Christmas! 

Friday, January 1, 2021 … Happy New Year! 

Sunday, January 3 … “CCH Day” at Southland - a day to celebrate our partnership with 

Christian Campus House (see p. 4). This is also the day when we will start our 9:30 ministry 

programming; see page 3 for more details on this. 

Sunday, January 10 … winter kick-off for middle school/high school; see page 10. 

Thursday, January 14 … a new session of WSA begins. 

NOTE:   As always, we will strive to communicate specific adjustments when/as they become 

more known. Stay tuned! 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For November 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Now that we have entered a 
new ministry year and things have long-stabilized with our giving, we are going to go back to giving just 

month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Regular tithe = $42,478 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,495 

60  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $111,950  

00  

  Average weekly tithe = $8,610 

00  which projects out to around $447,800 annually. 

For this new ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021), our projected budgetary need is again 

in the $430,000 range. This is based on our definite expenses plus some potential additions as we move 

through this year. That breaks down to somewhere in the $8,200-$8,300 weekly range. In spite of the 
pandemic, we are obviously off to a great start so far in this year as well. 

As with last year, we again carried forward into this ministry year a very healthy balance in our accounts. 

This great first quarter of a new fiscal year helps us continue to be in a great spot financially.  

This continues to be an especially good season to make sure we bring attention 

to RightNow Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here 

at Southland. The content available through RNM provides a great way to help 

you feed yourself spiritually. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland 

can have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an 

online connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). Please send a 

request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and if you would like your own access. 
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What MATTers to me … 
I’m not exactly the most sentimental or festive guy in the world when it comes to the Christmas season (I 
know, I know, shocker!). Yet, truth be told, there’s typically something in the month of December - usually, it 
has to do with some reflection on the story of Jesus’ coming and the implications of that event - that truly 
grabs my heart. I suppose it’s the closest I ever get to the reality called “the Christmas spirit.” In the midst of 
2020, as I sit at the beginning of the month, I find it feeling especially distant this year.  

As I told Kristie recently, “Everything just feels weird.” It’s not that I have a “Bah, humbug!” attitude. It’s just 
that Christmas in the midst of current realities seems so hard. There it is again; the word I keep coming back 
to: HARD. Given the current circumstances, it becomes challenging to even think about how Christmas should 
be in this kind of year. A season that’s supposed to produce warm fuzzies seems destined for more 
challenges. Family gatherings seem uncertain … should we even do it? Words like JOY and PEACE and HOPE 
seem like wishful thinking. Maybe you find yourself in a similar spot. 

Yet, maybe this current spot helps us to be right where we need to be when it comes to Christmas. Maybe our 
2020-influenced feelings are exactly the kind of feelings we need to have. After all, when we think about the 
true meaning of Christmas and the story of Jesus’ birth, it’s not about circumstances being good or even 
things feeling “just so.” At the very heart of it, Jesus’ coming is only necessary because of the mess we 
human beings had created and because of how broken things had become because of sin. What if a hard and 
challenging season is precisely the perfect time to celebrate this story? What if the realities of 2020 provide 
just the right backdrop we need to really experience what Christmas is all about - not mere sentimentality, 
but the tremendously and truly wonderful GOOD NEWS that comes with Jesus. We celebrate at Christmas 
not mere feelings, but the reality of what God has done for us because of His love. 

One of my faith heroes of the 20th century is Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He was a believer in Jesus amidst Nazi 
Germany, one who struggled against Hitler and his regime. In the midst of a complex world, he constantly 
strived to embrace the costly path of following Jesus (it’s even the title of one of his books: The Cost of 
Discipleship). As a result of his choices, he ended up in a German prison. In November of 1943, as the 
season of Christmas/Advent was looming, he wrote from that prison a letter containing these words: 

“A prison cell like this is a good analogy for Advent. One waits, hopes, does this or that - 
ultimately negligible things - the door is locked and can only be opened from the outside.” 

I have always appreciated these words ever since coming across them. In the midst of this 2020, they seem to 
communicate an even more poignant message! We go about our lives in the midst of this world; we are not 
imprisoned literally, but there’s so much that seems to be restricting us - chief among those problems, of 
course, is sin. In the midst of it all, we wait and hope … knowing full well that the ultimate solution is not just 
the gradual progression of things getting better. Whatever is true about the way that our current earthly 
realities get solved, the biggest issue of sin with all of its tentacles is one that can only be solved by Someone 
intervening from the outside. Indeed, far beyond just longing for a better 2021 and an end to the current 
pandemic-related realities, our truest hope in Christ is for what He alone provides. 

So it was around the time of Jesus’ birth. Against the backdrop of a fallen world with broken humanity 
struggling under the realities of sin, from the outside, God sent Someone to intervene. In that sense, what 
Christmas represents is an INVASION to use a metaphor from Chuck Colson in his book titled The Faith (he 
writes about D-Day as an analogy to what God did through Jesus). Jesus as God in the flesh enters into 
our world from the outside to become the solution to our biggest problems and the fulfillment of our deepest 
hopes. It’s not mere sentimental feelings; it’s the deepest joy, peace and hope that can possibly come as we 
celebrate the reality of this story. We find ourselves in this hard year; my Christmas prayer is that it puts you 
right in the perfect spot to experience what the season is truly all about. May we keep looking beyond; may we 
keep waiting for the One from the outside. He has come and He is coming. Merry Christmas, indeed!  
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting 
 throughout the whole service. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service 
in the Great Room. Kids begin in the service with their families and are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. For December, lessons are focused on the Christmas story. 

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 9 (the “Group Huddle Missions” heading) for 
a reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year. 

 

A Note about Kids’ Sunday School Classes: 
As mentioned on page 3, once we get to January 2021, we are planning to resume (in a modified 
way) our ministry programming prior to our 10:30 ENCOUNTER - just at 9:30am instead of 9am. 
For our kids, childcare for our youngest ones and kids’ Sunday School classes. To start with as 
we get into 2021, our age breakdowns are going to be somewhat different than they were 
previously. We will communicate specifics in the January 2021 edition of “The Vine.” For now, we 
are encouraged about the ability to resume this portion of our kids’ ministry! 
 

A Note about “Children of Praise” (C.O.P.): 
Again, as mentioned previously, while we are resuming in a modified way a more normal Sunday 
morning schedule, we have decided NOT to do the same with Wednesday evenings in early 2021.  

For our kids, we had tentatively planned on having “Children of Praise” as part 
of Wednesday evenings in the Winter/Spring – for kids up through 6th grade. 
With the decision not to resume CULTIVATE, that obviously includes C.O.P. 
We are still willing to consider an alternate time (as in one not connected at 
all to a time when we have broader ministry programming) for C.O.P. if we 

have interest, volunteer availability, etc. Otherwise, we will plan on our next 
C.O.P. in the Fall of 2021 on Wednesday evenings. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and 
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).  

For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop 
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker. 
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GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students. Typically, Group 
Huddle meets from 6-8pm each Sunday (see the specific schedule below). 

GROUP HUDDLE in December: 

Sunday, 12/6 No GROUP HUDDLE … Southland FAMILY “Thanks-Mas” gathering. 

Sunday, 12/13 Christmas Party (see the next page for details) 

After some time off, GROUP HUDDLE resumes with a winter youth kick-off on 
Sunday, January 10 (again, see the next page) followed by normal meetings 

on January 17 and beyond. 

Les’ latest  

A few summers ago, Kristin and I planned a short family vacation to the city of Chicago. We spent most of our 

time taking in the typical tourist attractions. I pride myself on my sense of direction and typically maneuver 

around without any type of GPS or map. I thought I was ready to conquer the streets of the city of wind and 

skyscrapers. Unfortunately, I misguided my family on more than one occasion. The results of my endeavors led 

me to flag down an UBER driver for a ride back to the hotel. Sometimes it takes a while to grasp our 

surroundings. 

On Saturday, October 30, 2010, shoppers filled a Macy’s department store in Philadelphia. It was a normal 

shopping day until, without any fanfare, over 300 singers from the “Opera Company of Philadelphia” began 

singing Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” At first, shoppers appeared confused as they came to see what was 

happening. The singers were not on a stage but were interspersed among the shoppers. People recorded the 

event on phones and cameras, and it soon went public via the internet. This random act of culture may have 

looked spontaneous, but it took much effort to make it  happen. Again, sometimes it takes a while to grasp our 

surroundings.   

When Jesus appeared on earth, it initially looked like a random birth on the surface. Though a few people 

knew of Jesus’ coming, most were unaware of the plans that had been made in heaven in order to bring us a 

Savior. The first chapter from the Gospel of John gives us a glimpse into the background planning that went 

into bringing Jesus to us. The birth of Christ was far more than a simple 

occasion of a young woman giving birth in a stable, to which shepherd 

and wise men came to visit. This was an occasion that God had 

choreographed to rescue people from all nations. Let’s rejoice today, for 

God made his dwelling on earth for us! His presence comforts us no 

matter our surroundings.  

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14).” 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this new school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North 

African country, just highlighting another amazing team member. Lisa is a music teacher in an 

international school, a Bible study instructor, worship leader and a part of the broader team of 

missionaries as she does discipleship work with young women. We look forward to our 

upcoming SKYPE conversations to learn more about what God is doing in North Africa. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR MS/HS ... 
As mentioned on page 3, once we get to January 2021, we are planning to resume (in a 

modified way) our ministry programming prior to our 10:30 ENCOUNTER - at 9:30am 
instead of 9am. For our youth, that includes separate Sunday School classes for our middle school 

and high school youth. 

On January 3, Dave Embree from Christian Campus House will be sharing during this time; 
and so, the high school students will be included in this combined time. Otherwise, youth 

Sunday School classes will be meeting. 

UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE-RELATED EVENTS: 

“The ‘Pa Rum Pum Pum Pum’ Party” 

2020 Group Huddle Christmas Celebration 

Sunday, December 13 (normal time - 6-8pm) 

Join us as we wrap-up this Group Huddle semester and celebrate Christmas! 

It’s a full evening of worship, festive food, games and an inexpensive gift 

exchange (make sure to bring your gift). 
 

2021 Winter Youth Kick-off 

Bowling night - cost is $10/student (includes shoes) 

Sunday, January 10 from 5-8pm 

“Let the good times roll with the winter youth kick-off.” Roll on over and show us your 

skills. No matter if it’s a gutter ball, a strike or a spare, we hope to see you there! Concessions 

are available: hot dogs, nachos, popcorn and more. 

NOTE:   Appropriate COVID-related precautions will be taken for this event both by Southland 
the host bowling alley. 

2021 ciy conference updates ... 
Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference: Unfortunately, CIY has already made the 

decision to suspend their “BELIEVE” Conferences for the Spring of 2021. This includes 

the one we would typically attend. The impacts of COVID-19 make it too challenging to 

move forward with planning, especially given the uncertainty that looms into the first 

portion of the new year. 

High School “MOVE” Conference: At this point, CIY is moving ahead with their Summer “MOVE” 

conferences (this will be for the classes of 2021-2025). Here are the details: 

WHEN:  Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 25 

WHERE:  John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

COST:  The total cost is $334/student; a non-refundable deposit of $65 

is due on Sunday, January 17 (this is non-refundable even if CIY has to 
cancel the conference). 
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southlandwomen 
2020 has been a hard year. I know that isn’t news to you, my dear reader. We have all dealt with hard 
realities that are completely new. But we have also dealt with challenges that are part of our “normal.” When 
you add those together, I would guess that the difficulties have felt overwhelming for you at times. I know they 
have for me.  

So much of this year since early March has felt like one piece of bad news after another. Positive cases began 
hitting closer and closer to home. We lost a dear, wonderful friend. Work, school and church were drastically 
changed or put on hold. Social interactions suffered. We became hesitant to touch other humans – something 
even science would tell you is absolutely imperative to good health and well-being. We stayed close to home. 
Travel was severely impacted. The economy took a hard hit. Other health concerns had to wait, in some cases. 
Many lost jobs. Loved ones were separated from each other, especially across the generations. We were told 
to cover our faces – yet another step that felt like we were beginning to view other humans more as “walking 
germs” and less as people. Perspectives varied and tension was on the rise in many arenas of life. So much 
bad news.  

I think most of us were holding out hope that things would get back to “normal” fairly quickly. And as time 
went on, that hope was dashed. If there had been a slight rush of adrenaline as we faced our metaphorical 
“foes,” that eventually wore off and I think a sense of depression began to settle. Even in recent days, cases 
and hospitalizations have risen and we’ve been reminded that these realities are not going away very soon.  

Have we ever needed good news so desperately?! 

Amid the hard things of 2020, I received news about my dad’s health that was very concerning. After multiple 
tests and times of waiting for results at each step, we waited for what felt like the biggest piece of his 
diagnosis – whether or not he had cancer … and if so, what kind? The questions swirled. I know it’s a reality 
everyone has to face at some point, but we as a family had to face my dad’s mortality in a way we hadn’t 
before. He has always seemed almost super-humanly strong. These health concerns caused a paradigm shift 
that was challenging for us.  

We prayed for good news. On Friday, November 13, my parents, and in turn the rest of the family received 
that good news we had been praying for - he did not have cancer! His condition was still serious, but treatable, 
and not with the same challenges that a cancer diagnosis would have meted 
out. I am SO thankful for that good news! It changed my outlook on the 
holidays and the near future and maybe even the more distant future!  

But I need to tell you, my heart had to prepare, as best I knew how, for bad news. And one of the ways I felt 
God speak to me in that time was with the knowledge that, in spite of every single part of this hard year, He 
had given us good news - eternal good news. Good news that outshines any dark shadow that we face. Good 
news that doesn’t magically “fix” a person’s health, but that holds the power to change their destiny. Good 
news that meant no matter what diagnosis might have come, my dad is in Jesus’ care and would be with Him 
one day. Good news that doesn’t remove any of the hard aspects of this year, but that gives us hope for a 
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better reality beyond this life. Good news that even when someday a diagnosis IS bad, this good news still 
vastly outweighs that bad news. 

Matt recently shared with us a sermon series on Revelation and the hope it calls us to. It’s a hope that, no 
matter what this earthly life may bring, Jesus will one day make everything right again for those who trust in 
Him. It’s a hope that no matter how dark and dire this life may seem, there is an eternity of restoration and 
perfection that He promises to us. That hope began with good news in Genesis 3 with the guarantee God 
announced of a promised offspring for the woman, One who would “crush the head” of the serpent (Gen. 3:15 
… the first prophecy about the coming Messiah). The good news continued through the family of Abraham and 
the Jewish system and held out hope for a better covenant. 

Then we turn to the New Testament and at the beginning of the story, we read 
what the angel spoke after Jesus was born:  

(Drumroll, please.) from Luke 2:10 … “But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 

all the people.’” 

Have you ever heard better news?! That tiny baby brought the BEST good news!  

From there, its all through the Gospels; it’s mentioned over and over that Jesus was bringing “the good news 
of the kingdom” or “the good news of God.” The news that you and I don’t have to strive for salvation on our 
own - and that’s a good thing, because none of us would ever make it! The good news that we can have the 
presence of Jesus with us at all times through the Holy Spirit. The good news that no matter what hard things 
this life brings us, we can have peace in Him. The good news that this life isn’t all we have to look forward to.  

Has 2020 left you crying out for some good news?! It’s here! It’s in Jesus. The Good News Himself who came 
to earth for us, who suffered and died for us, and who arose from the dead for us.  

That’s the very best news. I pray this Christmas season shines even a little brighter after the darkness that 
has pervaded 2020. Rejoice with me in the ultimate GOOD NEWS!  

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
After December, the 
next BTG meeting 
will be in January. 

BTG meetings are 
from 6-8:15pm and 
dinner is included 

(no cost). 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for 
Intentional Living.”   

The next session of WSA will begin Thursday, January 14, 2021 (a 6-week session). 



13 

 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  
For Christmas 2020, we are doing a sermon series called “The GIFTS 
of Christmas … What Came Wrapped with the Baby in the Manger.” In 
this season of gift-giving, it’s appropriate to consider the gift God has 
given to us through Jesus. He is, after all, what the season is all about. 
With His arrival, some of God’s greatest gifts have also come for us to 
receive through our faith in Him. For each of the three weeks leading-up 
to Christmas, we will be considering a different one of these gifts:  

JOY (12/6) … PEACE (12/13) … HOPE (12/20) 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - both “in person” gathering and online. 

We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM option through Facebook LIVE. 

We now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream directly 

from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of course, it can 

still be accessed through our main Facebook page as well. 

Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid: 

 The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have pre-packaged kits with 

the bread and juice in a single-sealed unit; these are available at each of the auditorium 

entrances. If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready. 

 OFFERING … We also have boxes at each entrance to collect offering. Whether participating 

in person or online, you can still use the other giving options we’ve highlighted on page 4. 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating virtually. 

You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets available as a 

PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option below). 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role on 

Sunday mornings: Rick Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just 

like in other areas of our ministries, we are grateful to have people willing to use their God-given giftedness to 

serve and BUILD UP others. Even as we move into 2021, this is our plan within our worship ministry. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or 

Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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A REMINDER about these priorities here at Southland: 

When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call 

“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland.  

CONNECT Groups (these mainly on Sunday mornings) are designed to be a context where people 

can discover Christian community and experience a smaller sense of FAMILY here at Southland. 

It’s a place of relationship-building, prayer and reflecting together on God’s Word.  

Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (most recently with D-Groups as the format) is about 

helping us plant deep roots down into Christ and Scripture within an even smaller context.  

For most of 2020, we have had to streamline our schedule due to capacity guidelines and other factors 

related to COVID. That has meant that we have put a long-term pause on these specific ministries. While 

there have been some adjustments made within certain portions of the Southland family, for the most part, 

these vital pieces have been missing. Within our overall ministry, we believe that these priorities of are key. 

That’s part of what has made 2020 such a challenging year - we are not able to operate anywhere close to 

normal at a time when such things are all the more necessary. While the pause has been necessary on many 

levels, we are ready to continue moving forward. 

Ideally, we would be resuming everything as we move toward 2021 … and, in fact, that had been our plan. 

However, given some of the ongoing realities of COVID-19, we have made the decision to resume a more 

normal schedule, but only in part. Here’s what that will look like specifically: 

 Starting January 3, 2021, we will resume our Sunday morning schedule, but starting at 9:30am 

instead of 9am. This means our Sunday School classes for kids and youth will re-start as will the 

college-age group called “Launch.” We are continuing to work on the specifics beyond that, likely 

some elective classes in addition to whatever groups keep meeting as before. We’ll communicate the 

specifics as we get toward January and get all the details worked out. (Note: on Sunday, January 3, this 

time slot will be a combined time for high school students and older in the auditorium with Dave 

Embree as part of our 2nd annual “CCH Day.”)  

As for Wednesday evening CULTIVATE … we have decided for now to wait on 

resuming that, likely until we get to September of 2021 – that’s when we would 

typically re-launch after taking-off the Summer months. Of course, while we are not 

formally getting back to this, there is nothing that keeps smaller groups of people from forming their 

own D-Groups (what had become our custom on Wednesday evenings) even in this season. 

Obviously, we are not getting everything back to where it was pre-COVID; but, at least for now, this will be a 

chance to be moving back in that direction. In the end, we are just glad to be able to be offering these 

opportunities to be together again – connecting in relationships and growing deep in His Word! 

CONNECTING 

and GROWING DEEP 
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we continue moving back (slowly!) toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of 

service within our church family. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to fill. 

And yet, there are regular ways you can serve - for example, we could still use additional 

volunteers to serve as greeters in this season (let us know if you’re willing to help).  

Otherwise, our intention (at this point, anyway) is to resume our more normal serving 

areas once we get to 2021 and resume a more normal schedule for Sunday mornings. So, 

as we move toward that point, we will be needing to get our areas of service filled again, 

a task that’s certainly more challenging in this season. If you are already back, please let 

us know if there are ways you are willing to volunteer as we move toward January. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

NOTE:  Instead of putting together a regular serving schedule during this season, leaders of 

different ministry areas are contacting volunteers directly (as they have in recent months). 

A special “THANK YOU” to Pam Foster along with Rick 

Randleman for organizing our annual “Thanksgiving 

Baskets” effort.  

 Pam especially took on a key role (again) in working to make this all happen - helping 

with the display, keeping track of donations, assembling the baskets, finishing the 

shopping for items we still needed, etc.  

 Of course, thank you also to all of you within the Southland family who helped by 

 donating supplies and/or funds as well as those who distributed baskets to those in 

 need during the Thanksgiving season! 

THANK YOU to Carolyn Burros for coming in to decorate the foyer and auditorium for  

Christmas. Even in the midst of a different kind of year, it’s good to have things looking festive 

as we enter this special season of celebrating Jesus’ coming. 

A “THANK YOU” to our “Kid ENCOUNTER” teachers who have continued leading our 

grade school students even during this season:  Les Londeen, Andy & Donna Lillard, Brad & 

Ashley Worthy along with Jamie Millican and Anna Randleman who serve together as a 

team within this ministry. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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We have completed another successful year of collecting supplies and 

distributing Thanksgiving baskets. We were able to put together 32 baskets for 

distribution to those in need of such a blessing this year. With all the 

uniqueness of the season, we were grateful to be able to maintain this same 

level. THANK YOU to all who helped organize the effort and to all who donated 

supplies or funds to help make it happen. Many of those who received baskets from Southland were names 

provided to us from Crosslines, one of our ministry partners. We are grateful for their help in another successful 

effort to LIVE OUT our faith in this way. 

Back on the first Sunday of 2020 (remember then, pre-COVID?!), we hosted a 

“CCH DAY.” It was a day to highlight our partnership with Christian Campus House. 

Because it was such a great day, we decided to plan another one for Sunday, 

January 3, 2021 (see p. 4 for more details). We’re looking forward to it!  

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

www.indiamission.org    www.lifeofhope.org 

 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

