
Southland Christian Church Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response 
Effective March 14, 2020 

We wanted to begin communicating how the situation with the coronavirus impacts what is 
happening at Southland. Like everyone else, we are doing our best to get the right 
information. That includes listening to health care professionals and government officials 
about appropriate actions we can take in the midst of it all. While there is a lot of uncertainty 
at this time, we will continue to strive to be well informed and respond accordingly. 

More broadly, this seems to be producing a wide range of responses from fearful panic on 
one end to even some nonchalance on the other. We certainly want to avoid either extreme. 
As part of a regularly scheduled leadership meeting on Thursday (3/12), we identified what 
we believe to be the best way for us to navigate this time with faith and godly wisdom.  

Above all, we want to emphasize faith in Christ (He is SUPREME over coronavirus!) and trust 
in God (He is still sovereignly on His throne – both unsurprised by all this and plenty capable 
of making sure His purposes are not thwarted by this). Really, this is the right response with 
any situation, especially one such as this. We also want to remind you that all of this provides 
a tremendous opportunity for us as followers of Jesus to shine the light of Christ. Others are 
watching how we as believers are responding to this. So, let us be embracing opportunities 
to show love, to be kind and encouraging, to serve others, to demonstrate trust and peace, 
etc. 

At the same time, there are some practical actions steps and precautions that we’ve 
determined are wise to take in the midst of this. We want to show love especially toward 
those in our church family and broader community who are particularly vulnerable to such a 
virus. That’s why it is appropriate for us to do what we can to promote an extra-healthy 
environment at this time.  

Of course, all of this is subject to change as the situation continues to unfold. But, for now, 
here are some specifics of how we are responding: 

1. For Sunday, March 15, we are going to meet at Southland, but with a modified 
schedule – ENCOUNTER (worship service) at 10:30am with normal ministry 
programming; but no 9am Connect Groups or Sunday School classes for kids/ 
youth. At this time, we are below the 250 person threshold that has been 
requested by Greene County officials. In light of that, we think it’s appropriate to 
provide this sense of normalcy (though see #2 below). Because this situation 
seems ever-changing, we will wait to announce any appropriate adjustments 
beyond this weekend as they become warranted. 

2. Please know that we are taking extra steps to clean and disinfect things. This is 
an ongoing priority for us, but one we are paying extra attention to in this season. 
From chairs in the auditorium to door handles to bathrooms, etc., we are doing 



what is reasonably possible to have things thoroughly cleaned. We cannot 
guarantee a germ-free environment – especially as people gather on Sunday – but 
we are doing what we can on that front. Also, a more limited schedule allows us to 
focus our attention in cleaning on those areas that will be used (as opposed to all 
of the classrooms that would be needed if we met as normal at 9am too). 

3. We do want to encourage extra caution at this time: if there is good reason for 
you to avoid a crowd like church, please do so. If you are feeling sick, please stay 
home out of respect for others. If you are in a “higher risk” category, please 
consider doing the same.  

To help facilitate this, we are planning to provide a means for virtual 
attendance this Sunday morning (and beyond, however necessary it is). 

We are sharing those details separately as we identify exactly what it will 
require from you. 

4. We are going to make some adjustments to how we do things on Sunday to 
encourage “social distancing.” This is currently seen as the best practice to help 
limit the opportunity for spreading germs person-to-person. We will communicate 
the specifics as we go along on Sunday morning. Just expect that some aspects of 
our normal church life will be different even when we are together at Southland. 
Within this, though, we do encourage you to find a way still to communicate 
warmth, love and encouragement … albeit from a distance. 

5. In addition to all this, follow recommendations for what you can do to encourage 
good health – for yourself and for your kids. There are plenty of other avenues 
providing specifics as to what this means. We do certainly want to encourage that. 

Our goal is to maintain effective communication of what we’re doing with enough of the 
“why” behind the specific steps were taking as well. As we are sharing with you, please make 
sure you are also sharing with us if/as you are impacted by this. You can communicate with 
us through Facebook, through e-mail or by phone call (the church number is 417-881-7405 
or using an individual cell phone for staff or elders). 

There is no doubt that this feels like an unprecedented season – nothing seems particularly 
“normal” to us in some ways because of what is happening. At the same time, this is precisely 
the time when our church family matters so much. It’s a time when we need to be reminded 
of the God whom we call our Father in heaven, the God in whom we have placed our trust. 
It’s a time when we need the strength and encouragement from relationships with one 
another – even if those connections have to be experienced differently than normal. It’s also 
a tremendously large opportunity for the church to shine the light of Christ into the darkness 
that is around us. May we continue to strive to do just that as a church family! 

Blessings, 
The Southland Christian Church Leadership 


