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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside: 
 

2-5 Southland FAMILY News  

5-6 Other Info. + What’s Happening 

at SCC (includes calendar) 

7 "We Do!” 
8-10  ”Southland KIDS” 
10-11 les’ latest with ms/hs 

(and Group huddle) news 
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12 Grow Deep 

13-15 Build Up  (serving schedule) 

15   Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early September. 

Due to a busy schedule recently (e.g. 

the MOVE Conference, preparations 

for the Mexico mission trip and, oh 

yeah, the week that is VBS), this 

version of “The Vine” is somewhat 

condensed. Specifically, we have 

not included any staff articles. 

You’re invited! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Each year - except for 2020 - on the last Sunday of 
August, we come together for our annual FLOURISH 
event. We gather as a church FAMILY to celebrate 
how God has been at work; of course, it’s also about 
moving forward together as He is leading us (see page 
3 for more details about the evening)! 

Please RSVP for the event (starting August 7) so we 
can be prepared for meal/childcare purposes.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

A look back to the month of July: 
Within the Southland family, July was another active month: (1) another great MOVE Conference 
for our high school students, (2) a “Discover Southland” where we hosted several of our newer 
families for dinner + sharing more about who we are as a church and, of course, (3) VBS toward 
the end of the month. All of that is beyond the more ongoing “regular” ways we share life 
together as a church family. As always, it was a month filled with reminders of the many ways we 
find great blessing by being united together as church FAMILY. 

Before moving on to August and beyond, a quick look back to our 2022 VBS - 
“Mystery Island” (for a fuller update on the week, see page 9). It’s always obvious 
just how much this annual week is truly a church FAMILY-wide event.  

Consider these things that happened within the context of this VBS week: 
 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to learn the truth of God’s Word 

about who God is. 
 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to find a place where they could 

experience LOVE - even God’s love - through the conduit of other people. It’s always so 
great to see our church family demonstrating His love in this way! 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, much fun was had, as evidenced by the rampant 
smiling and laughter that filled the building. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, so, so many volunteers (see pages 13-14 for a list) 
came together … each one contributing by doing his or her own part for the good of the 
whole. This includes others who were not able to actually be here for the week itself, but 
helped with donations, prayed, etc. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, along the way, relationships were built or even 
established for the first time … serving together is a great way to connect with others! 

Indeed, while numbers were not what we hoped for (based on preliminary registrations), VBS 
2022 truly was a great week in the life of our church FAMILY; thanks to all who made it happen! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS for the Southland family: 

Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we continue to share about several key upcoming events in 
the life of the Southland family - it’s good to have them in front of the church family. While there 
is more information throughout, we want to make sure we highlight them here up front so that 
they’re not missed: 

Congratulations to the following young people: 

Andrew Arnold (son of James & Donna Arnold)  

and to Kacey Van Amber  

who were immersed into Christ by Les on 7/17! In large part, this 

was a result of their attendance at the 2022 MOVE Conference. 

We rejoice with them in their decision to follow Jesus! 



3 

 

Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 - Mexico Mission Trip 
Rick is leading this trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” We are grateful for the good 
group that is going from the Southland family to be the hands and feet of Jesus as they build a 
house there for the Velazquez family. Thank you to all who have donated to this trip with money 
and/or supplies plus those who are supporting them through prayer. 

Sunday, August 28 at 5pm - FLOURISH 2022 
As mentioned on the front page, our annual 
FLOURISH gathering is an important event in 
the life of the Southland FAMILY. It’s an 
opportunity to share a delicious meal, enjoy 
some time of fellowship together and reflect on 
God’s purpose for us as His church. It has been a 
key event each and every year since 2012. It’s 
strategically located because of how our 
ministry calendar works (September to August) 
- we are ending one year and preparing to 
launch another. That makes this an appropriate night to celebrate what God has been doing and 
look forward to what is ahead. Obviously, much has happened during this past ministry year. 
Much is still unfolding. We come together at FLOURISH to celebrate such things that God has 
done; we also come to continue focusing on His agenda and plans for Southland.  

Of course, a big part of the value of the evening is the time to simply enjoy being together as 
church FAMILY. In fact, as we have done in the past couple of years, we will build into the 
evening some time for intentional relationship connecting. We want to make sure we continue 
incorporating this sense of FAMILY into this night. 

There are aspects of FLOURISH that do make it best for us to get RSVP’s. Because 
we share a meal together, we need to know how many are coming; the same is 
true of our need for childcare for our younger kids. So, please take a moment to 

let us know if you are coming or not (please RSVP “YES” or “NO” - we’d like to know either way). 
You can do that starting Sunday, 8/7 in your Connect Group or at the display in the foyer (it can 
be done on our Facebook page as well - “The Southland Scoop”).  

We’re looking forward to the evening and hope you can join us 
for the time together as a church FAMILY! 

A New MINISTRY YEAR Launches in Late August/Early September 
Every August/September is an important time within the Southland FAMILY as we move into a 
new ministry year. It’s an exciting time of getting back into the swing of things. Just as with 
schools and the football season, it’s a kick-off time for us at Southland - a re-launching as we 
resume much of our normal ministry calendar after a break over the Summer.  

See various sections throughout this edition of “The Vine” for what that looks like within various 
ministries (we have also included a list of kick-off dates on page 6 with the calendar). Overall, 
it’s a great time to become a part of what’s happening within the church family! 

As we head into this new ministry year, please make sure you’re staying tuned-in to “The Vine” 
as well as “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page for all the details about what is happening in 

the life of the Southland family! 
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Re: Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new 
elders. As with anything, the leadership of a church family certainly matters; 
and, as we see in the NT, the role of elder is a key part of God’s design 
when it comes to that leadership.  

As mentioned in last month’s edition of “The Vine,” a name was recommended, but he has declined pursuing 
this opportunity; as a result, there will be no additions to our team of elders for this upcoming 
ministry year. 

Current Elders: Ernie Emmerton, Ben Jennings, Pat Little, Terry Ochs and Bob Wood. Terry is 
scheduled for a one-year sabbatical that begins in September. 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

As a reminder, there are two main avenues we use to communicate ongoing information with the 
church FAMILY (what needs to happen even beyond the monthly editions of “The Vine”): 

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group 
that we call “The Southland Scoop.” We use this regularly for more ongoing 
updates to our church family. If you’re not connected to this, find the page and 
request to join it.  

We also use e-mail as a key means of communication to the Southland family 
(e.g. prayer requests and other general updates). For the past several months 
now, we have been using the e-mail function within the Planning Center 
platform for this purpose - general information and prayer updates - so that 

these all go out to the same database. Let us know if you’re not getting regular updates from 
us – at least one a week - and we’ll help get that resolved. 

Speaking of Planning Center, we have certainly increased our usage of “Church 
Center: PEOPLE” within the Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the 
online directory that those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-
in/password (access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain 
connections with others in the Southland family. Through the access those in the Southland family 
have, it also allows you to personally manage all of your contact information. 

About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation ... 
The long-anticipated auditorium renovation is going to be 
unfoldingly rapidly now that August is approaching. The basic 
work of painting was completed back toward the end of June. 
Dates are on the calendar for the new carpet on the main floor, 
the walls and the stage (August 8-19 - the floor/walls one week 
and then the stage the next week). We’re waiting on 
confirmation for when exactly the sound panel installation will 

happen, but it too should happen this month. We will get the chairs ordered so that they arrive 
at the right time; see below for a reminder on a way we’re inviting you to help us with that 
portion. By the end of the month, we should reach the end of this phase of the renovation effort 
(there is more that can be done, but this is the current priority)! 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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It’s exciting to see the plan all coming together and we are certainly looking forward to the end 
result. Feel free to check out previous editions of “The Vine” electronically for more background 
on this work, including the main funding for the project.  

An OPPORTUNITY for you to contribute:  

While the basic funding for this project has already been in 
place, we’re inviting the Southland family specifically to help 
with the cost of the new chairs being purchased as part of the 
renovation. We’re asking that, as you are able, you give the 
amount to pay for a chair (basically $50/chair; check out the 
July 2022 edition of “The Vine” for more of the details). Within 
the broader work, this seems an appropriate way for us all to 
contribute as we can to help with the overall project. In the 
long run, the less we spend from our available funds, the more we’ll have accessible for other 
ongoing work in the future. Here’s one thing we again request with such an effort: please do not 
divert any regular giving to Southland in order to participate in this; we are asking that this be 
an “above-and-beyond” type of giving if and as you are able.  

As of July 24, we’ve had $5,800 given to this campaign; thank you to those who have so 
generously contributed up to this point. If you’ve not yet had a chance to give yet, we’ll 

still be collecting donations into August, so there’s still time. 

To give to this effort,  you have two basic options:  

1. By using TITHE.LY (see the next page for more on this way to give electronically) … 
choose the “Buy a chair” option in the dropdown menu. 

2. In the regular offering boxes by check (write “chairs” in the memo line to be sure) or with 
cash in one of the envelopes designed for this project - available in the foyer. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our FB 

page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” participation, we do value this 

option. If you are not able to be present with us (whatever the reason), we encourage you to 

stay connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. payments, participating in the “Buy a Chair” effort, etc.). We do ask that you cover any 

charges, especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no 

requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico to build a 

house for the Velazquez family. 

Sunday, July 31 - no normal Connect Groups/Sunday School classes; instead, we’re doing 

donuts & coffee at 9:30am as a church-family-wide time of fellowship + as a celebration of 

VBS week 2022 (the kids are also singing a VBS song during our ENCOUNTER time). 

Sunday, August 21 at 4pm … Group Huddle kick-off event for the new year (see p. 10). 

Wednesday, August 24 at 6pm … meeting for D-Group facilitators as we prepare for 

CULTIVATE which launches the next week (8/31). 

Sunday, August 28 at 5pm … our 2022 FLOURISH gathering (see p. 3). 

Sunday, September 11 after our ENCOUNTER time … our student ministries will be having an 

informational meeting for parents (for students of all ages, K through high school). 

Beyond those specific items, in late August/early September, we launch into our new ministry 

year. For our church family as a whole and within our individual ministries (e.g. children/

youth, women, etc.), we’re looking forward to what will be unfolding at that time. Here are 

some specific dates for when various ministries are re-launching (check out the various 

sections of “The Vine” for more details): 

 Wednesday, August 31 - the first night of CULTIVATE with ministry programming for 

 all ages. We’ll make available a flyer with more details sometime in August. 

 Thursday, September 1 - WSA ladies’ Bible study re-launches. 

 Sunday, September 11 - normal Group Huddle resumes. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 12 for details 

about what’s happening in this area - a different schedule for July 31. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Group Huddle on Sunday nights, Wednesday evening CULTIVATE and Thursday morning 

Ladies’ Bible Study (WSA) are all on a break and will resume toward Fall 2022. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For July 2022 
Due to the timing of when this edition of “The Vine” is being published, July is not yet completed; we’ll 

provide a full update for July and August combined in the next edition of “The Vine.” 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

As with any other area, we believe that leadership should set the pace - it’s to be a higher level of 

responsibility. That’s why a significant part of our covenant deals with the commitments made by SCC 

leaders. In conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders (see p. ___ for a final update), 

this is overall a good time of year to share these. In the June edition, we identified the specific 

commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role. In the July edition, we highlighted those 

commitments made by elders and staff together. So, it seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition 

to share the staff commitments - what have SCC staff members committed themselves to as part of the 

leadership here? We have provided a list in the space below. Again, as a reminder, these are in addition to 

the commitments made by both elders and staff in the “general commitments” section. 

Staff COMMITMENTS — made by ministry staff as part of the leadership team: 

 We covenant to embrace the direction and priorities established by the elders, affirming the unique 

place of leadership God has entrusted to them. 

 We covenant to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance for how we creatively implement His plans in our 

specific areas of ministry. 

 We covenant to partner with other staff members, functioning as a unified team for both greater 

effectiveness and, more importantly, God’s glory. 

 We covenant to work with volunteer ministry leaders and other staff in designing and effectively 

implementing the work of ministry here. 

 We covenant to set the pace for ministry at Southland, being out on the front lines as servant-

leaders carrying-out the special work He has given and gifted each of us to do. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the effort appropriate for servants of Christ investing ourselves in 

eternally significant work (e.g. the right heart, commitment, humility, etc.). 

 We covenant to be “workers worth our keep” (see Matthew 10:10) so that through our faithful, 

diligent service we earn the financial compensation we receive. 

 We covenant to be faithful in how we handle the day-to-day operations of Southland Christian 

Church, living out Kingdom values such as integrity and excellence. 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. See the next page for special details about 
Sunday, July 31 as we wrap-up VBS. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time (typically after prayer time). “Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal 
throughout August - as well as for the whole service on Sunday, July 31 (for VBS day #5; 
see the next page for more on that). 

Lessons for August and September are coming from a study called “Spies of 
the Bible.” Among the many stories found in the Bible, we find some with 
spies, hidden identities and sneaky behavior. As the kids look at such stories, 
they’ll see revealed a God who is in control.  

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each 
week (except for 7/31, see the next page for more as we wrap-up 
VBS week; otherwise, meeting as normal throughout August) - in 
addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class 
for students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

FALL 2022 Wednesday evening CULTIVATE Plans for Kids 
It has become customary during the Fall Cultivate session (re-launches 
on Wednesday, August 31) for our kids ages 4 and up - we’ve not yet 
determined the exact cut-off age for this year - to participate in 
“Children of Praise.” They spend Wednesday evenings rehearsing 
songs, practicing drama and more in preparation for their annual 
Christmas performance (tentatively set for Sunday, December 11). We 
are grateful for Jamie Millican, Jessica and a team of volunteers being 
willing to lead our kids for this! We’ll share more details on this year’s 
program in the future; for now, we hope you plan on being a part of this. 
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A review of our 2022 VBS (July 25-28): 

MYSTERY ISLAND 

Tracking Down 
the One True God  

A wrap-up from Jessica … 

Thank you to everyone who donated items and their time to VBS. We all had so much 
fun. Here’s a look at what the kids learned during VBS.  

 Night 1 theme - God is great; He is the one and only God, the awe-inspiring Creator.  

Night 2 theme - God is almighty; He is all-knowing, all powerful and all present.  

Night 3 theme - God is the Ruler; He is the majestic king who is holy and perfect.   

Night 4 theme - God is Emmanuel, the loving and good Savior who came to earth. 

The kids had fun discovering God’s creation, crafts, science, lessons, missions, games and 
snacks. Each night the kids shared their memory verse with the group and also the 
exciting things they experienced each night. It truly was a great week for those who 
came and participated! 

A reminder about Sunday, July 31 as we wrap-up and celebrate VBS: (1) donuts and a time 
of fellowship at 9:30am + (2) kids are singing a couple of VBS songs toward the beginning of 
service at 10:30am + (3) they will then be dismissed for VBS day #5 in the Great Room (L’il 
Kid Encounter and Kid Encounter are combined for this time on 7/31 only). 

One of the highlights of the week was surpassing our goal and raising over $850 for Casas 
por Cristo. Specifically, this will bless the Velazquez family with air conditioning (and more) 
as our mission trip group goes down to Anapra, Mexico in early August to build them a house. 
Way to go, kids (and parents + others)! 

Here are a few pictures we 
wanted to share from the week 
(more on “The Scoop” FB page): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See pages 13-14 for a list of the volunteers who helped make our 2022 VBS happen! 
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Group Huddle for middle school and high school students does not meet over the Summer. As we 

head into August, though, it’s a good time to start looking ahead to the upcoming year (yes, even 

though that also means thinking about the start of the new school year too!).   

From there, normal Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 11 (6-8pm) - it does not 

meet Sunday, 8/28 (our FLOURISH event) or Sunday, 9/4 (Labor Day weekend). 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Once we get into regular Group Huddle, we’ll again be asking parents to supplement our meal 

costs by sending $25/student for the semester. There’s nothing that needs to be done yet with 

this; we’re just sending out a reminder in advance. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering for this upcoming ministry/school year will continue to 

go to Casas por Cristo. This is the same organization we work 

with for our Mexico mission trips. In addition to facilitating trips, 

there are ongoing ways their work benefits from such financial 

support. We are grateful for the opportunity to bless their ministry 

as the mission partner for our student ministries. 

Info applicable to all kids/youth … 
Attention Southland PARENTS (kids entering Kindergarten 
through high school) … we are having an informational 
meeting on Sunday, September 11 after our ENCOUNTER 
service. It’s a time to share about the year ahead and take 
care of some important details like liability forms for the 
year. Please plan to be there! 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” 

at Incredible Pizza  

Sunday, August 21 from 4-7:30pm  

The cost for the evening (see below for all that is included) is $25. 

It’s time to kick-off a new year and we know just the place to release your back-to-

school excitement! Incredible Pizza is offering another great deal to our group. The $25 allows 

you to enjoy the all-you-care-to-eat buffet, have a game card for playing on some of the newest 

arcade games in the area and be able to enjoy some of their attractions - laser tag, bumper cars, 

and go carts. Make plans to come and join us for this fun, memorable night. 

Note:  Since this is the day before the first day of school for many, we are planning this to be 
done a little earlier in the evening than normal. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 
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Southland Women 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

The first BTG meeting 
for the new ministry 
year will likely be in 

September; more details 
to follow in the next 
edition of “The Vine.” 

After a break over the Summer, WSA (Women Set Apart/Ladies’ Bible 
Study) resumes on Thursday, September 1. It is an opportunity for 
women of all ages and life stages to spend time studying God’s Word 
together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in 

Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.” Even in the midst of the content, we 
want to provide a place for women to experience together-ness and mutual encouragement - realities that 
are especially important in this season. 

We’ll share more details about the content for our Fall session later in August. 

Box Top Girls 

Plans are in the works for September and beyond in our Women’s Ministry. For now, there are some dates to 
share as we look forward to this new ministry year … more specifics to follow. 

MOVE Conference FOLLOW-UP 
Thanks to the support and prayers of the Southland family, the summer 
MOVE conference was another incredible experience for our high school 
students and their sponsors. This year, the group went back to the 
conference at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. In the next edition 
of “The Vine,” we’ll share some reflections from a few of the students 
who attended. It’s a great way to follow-up on the experience! 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Sunday School classes are not meeting on July 31 (donuts and 
coffee at 9:30am for this Sunday), but are meeting as normal throughout August. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE is finished for this school/ministry year. We’ll resume on 

August 31; be looking for more information about what is planned for our youth. 

By the next edition of “The Vine,” we’ll have more to share about the upcoming Group Huddle 
year as well as other Fall plans for our middle school and high school youth.  

Parents, remember the special information meeting on Sunday, September 11. 
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Some notes about 
ENCOUNTER 

CONNECT 
and GROW DEEP 

Due to this more condensed edition of “The Vine,” we have consolidated these priorities 
into a single page. At this point, there is not much new that needs to be shared. 

ENCOUNTER-related information (Sundays at 10:30am): 

Our preaching calendar: Sunday, July 31 A sermon connected to our VBS theme 

 Sunday, August 7 Mexico trip report + Rick sharing 

Beyond that, our preaching plan through September 4 is most likely going to be more of a potpourri ... 

no normal series grid to connect one week to the next.  

Otherwise, we are also working toward our main Fall 2022 sermon series. 

Re: CONNECT Groups (Sunday mornings at 9:15am): 

We are continuing on with the same groups we’ve had for the past several months. They meet on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15am, including through Summer 2022 (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of 

kids and youth at this time as well). There is a group for college-age and young adults (“Launch” - it meets in 

Room 5) as well as two other groups: one in the Great Room (primarily for those who have kids still in the 

house or in that general life stage) and one in the Fellowship Hall (primarily for those who are nearing or at 

retirement age). Please don’t hesitate to ask if you need help deciding which group is best for you.  

Groups are not meeting on 7/31 (donuts/church-wide fellowship at 9:30am); beyond that, groups our 
meeting as normal until Sunday, September 4 - the Sunday of Labor Day weekend. 

The GROW DEEP priority - an update re: the upcoming session of  CULTIVATE: 

 

A note about CULTIVATE in the Fall and beyond: Back in 2019-2020, we used a book 

called Core 52 - a look at a variety of key themes from God’s Word (52 of them, in fact). 

There is now a companion book called Quest 52 - 52 sessions specifically focused on 

Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). Our plan is to use this book as we did 

with Core 52. 
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We typically use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any 

FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace 

opportunities to BUILD UP others through serving. Especially as we move into a new ministry 

year, there are several areas in which we need volunteers for Sunday mornings, Wednesday 

evening CULTIVATE and even beyond those times. See the blue flyer at the display by the 

Welcome Center for more details about volunteer opportunities.  

If there are such ways in which you are willing to serve, please let one of our 

staff members know and we’ll get you plugged-in to that. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  

We have several volunteers that we need to make sure we 

recognize in this section of “The Vine” … so many, that we 

need some of the next page as well! 

A “THANK YOU” to those who served as 2022 “MOVE” sponsors: Douglas Arnold, Ceci 

Austin, Andrea Conboy, Kale Kilgo, Les Londeen, Rick Randleman and Ashley Worthy. 

We so appreciate the time you invested in our high school students for this week! 

A “THANK YOU” to Pat Little for taking care of the weeds at the south end of the building; as 

we prepared to welcome people for VBS, it was great to have that taken care of. 

Our 2022 VBS (“Mystery Island”) is officially in the books. It makes this edition of “The Vine” 

an appropriate time to extend a tremendous “THANK YOU!” to those who were a part of 

making it a success; there are certainly many people (our apologies if we’ve left someone out)! 

It’s what makes this kind of week possible. In fact, it’s a great picture of many parts functioning 

as one team in order to accomplish a common goal.  

“THANK YOU” to  Douglas Arnold, Jonathan Falconer, Megan Falconer, Sean Falconer, 

Kristie Martin (Eden too) and Jessica Millican plus Dylan & Jessica Young for helping to 

decorate/get the building ready for the week. 

Of course, we do want to say “THANK YOU!” to those who gave donations (financial or 

supplies); your generosity certainly is a blessing that helped make the week happen! 

(continued on the next page) 
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(Continuation of the list of those who served - again, our apologies for any omissions): 

“THANK YOU” to Megan Falconer for organizing the effort to get the supplies we needed: 

donations, purchases, etc. 

“THANK YOU” to Kristie Martin along with help from Kaitlyn Graves, Carol Ricke and 

Jessica Young for providing pre-VBS meals for volunteers. It’s a great blessing to have these 

available for those who are serving at VBS. 

“THANK YOU” to those who led the opening and closing: Les Londeen, Rick Randleman 

(leading worship and missions), Kendall Wooldridge and Jessica Young. We also wanted 

to thank our youth who helped with the music: Allie Conboy, Megan Drake, Harmony 

Martin, Nate Martin, Levi Randleman and Luke Randleman. This also includes Nate 

Jennings, Zach Johnson and Dylan Young who helped on the tech end. 

“THANK YOU” to those who served in the Pre-K/K portion of VBS: Amanda Butler, Jane 

Cosgrove, Kristie Martin, Aiden Simpson, Kris & Talia Stone and Vicki Wade. 

“THANK YOU” to those who served in the various grade school rotations: 

Donna Lillard for organizing the lesson rotation as well as our teachers: AJ Gegg, Sean 

Falconer, Jamie Millican and Rick Randleman. 

Stefani Hall for leading the memory work (pre-K/K too). 

Stella Falconer, Brenda Ochs and Anna Randleman for leading the crafts. 

Debbie Jennings for leading the science section with help from Luke Jennings. 

Karen Baadsgaard for leading the snacks with Erika Bojanowski and Carol Ricke 

(again, pre-K/K too). 

Anna Martin for leading games with Douglas Arnold, Libbey Baadsgaard, Sandy 

Baadsgaard, Jake Miles, Nate Martin and Carson Moore (pre-K/K too). 

“THANK YOU” to all of the crew leaders who led the grade school kids to their stations and 

made this a great experience for the kids: Douglas Arnold, Jordan Baadsgaard, Jay Butler, 

Will & Ashley Deckard, Megan Falconer, Madison Lillard, Kristin Londeen, Jamie 

Millican, Levi Randleman, Luke Randleman, Jacob Robbins and Dylan Young. 

“THANK YOU” to Les Londeen who led a middle school section helped by AJ & Terra Gegg 

every night with Javan Londeen for a night as well. 

“THANK YOU!” to Kaitlyn Graves and Kendall Wooldridge for taking pictures for the video 

that Kendall put together. 

“THANK YOU” to Bob & Liz Wood for handling our registration and check-out each night. 

“THANK YOU” to Mike Cosgrove and Ben Jennings for helping with security. 

Finally, a big “THANK YOU” to Jessica Young for all her work in planning, organizing and 

leading VBS; it’s great to have her serving in this role and more here at Southland! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

8/7 Cheryl McAnally Amanda Butler Sean & Megan Falconer 

8/14 Donna Lillard Kristin Londeen Dylan & Jessica Young 

8/21 Melissa Wilcox Anna Martin Stefani Hall 

8/28 Graves Family Andrea Conboy Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for August 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

8/7 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

8/14 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

8/21 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

8/28 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our 2022 mission trip with Casas por Cristo to the Anapra, Mexico area is happening 

Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6. Thank you to all who helped with donations 

for the Velazquez family, including by giving to the VBS offering that raised over $850! 
Please be praying for the Velazaquez family as well as the Southland group that is going - 

for what God will use them to accomplish as well as what He will accomplish in them! 

We have another Guatemala trip with Life of Hope on the calendar for March 2023 as well (that’s 

less than a year away!); we’ll share more details in the upcoming months. 

Two upcoming “LIVE OUT” opportunities with and through our local ministry partners (be watching for more details in 

the next edition of “The Vine” … for now, we just wanted to get the basic information out): 

 The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” fundraiser on Saturday, September 17. Here’s a link to their 

website with more details: https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/. 

 Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament is also on Saturday, September 17 - this annual event helps 

CCH raise funds for their foreign mission trips, a key part of their ministry to students. Here’s a link to their 

website with more details: https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/. 

Unfortunately, these two events are on the same morning. Both of these ministries are valuable local partners and we 

want to support them, even in encouraging your participation in such events. So, instead of just advertising one or the 

other, we’ll share the information about both so you can choose which event fits you and your family the best. 

https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/
https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/

