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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine at the end of August. 

 

Due to a busy schedule recently (e.g. 

the MOVE Conference, preparations 

for the Mexico mission trip and, oh 

yeah, the week that is VBS), this 

version of “The Vine” is somewhat 

condensed. Specifically, we have 

not included any staff articles.  

You’re invited! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Each year - except for 2020, of course - on the last 
Sunday of August, we come together for our annual 
FLOURISH event. We gather as a church FAMILY to 
celebrate how He has been at work; of course, it’s also 
about moving forward together as He is leading us 
(see p. 3 for more)! 

Be looking for details during the month of August 
about how you can RSVP for the evening.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
A look back at 2 July FAMILY events: 
The month of July saw two important events in the life of the Southland family; we thought it good to 
point back to those briefly. 

First, on Sunday, July 11, we held our annual church FAMILY picnic at 
Living Memorial Park. We had to dodge some raindrops, but all-in-all 
the weather was great (there was even a spectacular rainbow that 
caught most everyone’s attention!). Kids played on the playground 
equipment. People of all ages played 9-square. Others played cornhole 
or washers. It was a time of delicious food and great fellowship as we enjoyed being together. After a 
year when we missed so many of these opportunities, it was great to be together like this! 

Of course, as is our custom around here, July also saw our 2021 VBS. Once 
again, it became obvious just how much this annual week is truly a church 
FAMILY-wide event. Consider these things that happened within the context 
of this VBS week: 

  As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to learn the truth of God’s Word when it 
comes to Jesus, the One who has existed from eternity past to eternity future! 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to find a place where they could experience 
LOVE - even God’s love - through the conduit of other people. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, much fun was had as evidenced by the rampant smiling 
and laughter that filled the building. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, so, so many volunteers (see page 13 for a list) came 
together … each one contributing by doing his or her own part for the good of the whole. This 
includes others who were not able to actually be here for the week itself, but helped with 
donations, prayed, etc. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, along the way, relationships were built or even established 
for the first time … serving together is such a great way to connect with others! 

Here’s one more highlight from the week: the Southland FAMILY - obviously with help of our guests - 
raised over $625 to bless the work of Life of Hope in Guatemala as they provide shoes for kids so they 
can attend school. 

Indeed, while small in numbers, VBS 2021 truly was a great week in the life of the Southland FAMILY! 
Thanks to all who helped make it happen! 

What’s Upcoming within the Southland FAMILY: 
As we head into August, there’s much still to come at Southland. That’s especially true as we get to 
the end of the month into September and a new ministry year. Here are some Southland FAMILY 
events to keep on your radar: 

Saturday, July 31 through Saturday, August 7 - Mexico Mission Trip 
Rick is leading this trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” We are 
grateful for the good group that is going from Southland to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus as they build a house there for the Garcia family. Thank you to all 
who have donated to this trip and who are supporting them through prayer. 
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Saturday, August 14 from 2-4pm - A “Celebration of Life” 
(for Wilber Kaylor) … hosted at Southland with Wilber’s family 

Wilber passed away toward the beginning of July. He was obviously an important part of the 
story of Southland and is missed by us as he is by his earthly family. As part of the events to 
celebrate his life, his family wanted to host this kind of gathering in lieu of a typical visitation. 
The Southland FAMILY is invited to this event hosted in conjunction with Wilber’s family - a way 
to come together to celebrate his life. You are encouraged to bring your favorite homemade ice 
cream (one of Wilber’s favorites), cookies or toppings to share.  

Sunday, August 29 at 5pm - FLOURISH 2021 
Each August, we come as a church family 
for this annual event. As with so much else, 
after missing this event in 2020, we’re 
excited to see it happen this year. We share 
a delicious meal and enjoy an evening 
together. Even beyond the food, fun and 
fellowship, part of this is a time when we 
focus on where we’ve been and what’s 
ahead in the life of the Southland FAMILY. 
Obviously, this has been quite the unique 
and challenging season overall. FLOURISH 
becomes a time when we look back, but also when we look toward what is ahead. As we move 
toward this event and a new ministry year starting in September, we are excited about what is 
on the horizon Whether you are a long-time member or someone newer to Southland, you are 
invited to join us for this evening. We hope you make plans to do so! 

We will be sharing more about this evening in the weeks leading-up to FLOURISH, 
including how you can RSVP for the evening. This is helpful for us to know how many to 

expect when it comes to dinner and childcare. 

A New MINISTRY YEAR Launches in September 
Every September is an important time within the Southland FAMILY as we move into a new 
ministry year. It’s a time for a refresh and a re-launch church-wide and within various ministries. 
That’s all especially true this September. It’s a time when we are moving back fully to what is our 
regular ministry schedule (i.e. back to CONNECT Groups - albeit, refreshed and revamped ones - 
and CULTIVATE on Wednesday evenings).  

See various sections throughout this edition of “The Vine” for specifics dates within various 
ministries (we have also included a list of kick-off dates on page 6 with the calendar). Of course, 
we’ll share even more specifics toward the end of August. 

Sunday, September 5 - Donuts and Pastries Breakfast at 9:30am 

We invite you to join us on Labor Day weekend for a “donuts and 
pastries breakfast.” On Summer holiday weekends in years past, this 
has been a good way for us to come together for fellowship, albeit not in 
our typical CONNECT Group setting. Even if the food is not the 
healthiest, it’s a more relaxed opportunity to come connect with others.  
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A “THANK YOU” Note 

…

Re: Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new 
elders. As with anything, the leadership of a church family certainly matters; 
and, as we see in the NT, the role of elder is a key part of God’s design 
when it comes to that leadership. As mentioned in last month’s edition of “The 

Vine,” there were no names submitted for recommendation this year. Accordingly, there are no adjustments 
to our elder team as we move into this new ministry year at Southland. 

As we’ve been sharing, we are using a great new tool called “Church 
Center: PEOPLE.” It’s connected to Planning Center - a platform which 
is already used by our worship team and as our kids’ check-in system. 
For sure, one of the more helpful aspects of this is how everything is 
integrated. In addition, it also allows people within the Southland 
family to update and manage their own information. Over the past 
several months, we have been working to update directory information 
(please let us know if you need help with this step). If you’ve already done this, you now have 
online access - through a secure log-in/password - to church directory information by logging-on 
to https://people.planningcenteronline.com/. As mentioned before, there is also an app (called 
“Church Center App” … you can find it in your app store) that is available; you can use this to 
access such information as well. If you would like a print version of a directory, just let us know.  

We tend to emphasize quite often the reality of church as FAMILY. It’s 
part of God’s design for what we are to experience in Christ - both the 
privileges and the responsibilities of being connected to others in Him. 
Indeed, there are times when it becomes especially important for us to 
care for one another as church FAMILY.  

We’ve been in a season like that with the Neil family. As most of you 
are aware, Isaiah is in the midst of his chemo journey after being 
diagnosed with a form of cancer earlier in 2021. Treatments are 
scheduled to go until sometime in November. Many of you have been faithfully praying for 
Isaiah as well as Matt and Amber and the rest of the family. Many of you have also done what 
you can to give generously to bless them. This seems a good time - in the midst of the Neil’s long 
journey - to encourage you to continue keeping them in mind. And yes, we are still more than 
happy to pass on funds you would like to send their way to bless them.  

May we continue to come alongside of the Neils and love on them as their church FAMILY! 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
A reminder about GIVING during this season … 

Even now that we are beyond most of the COVID-related impacts, there are a few things we are going to 

continue moving forward. One of those relates to offering: even beyond COVID, we will be continuing to 

collect offering without actually passing trays in service. When you enter the auditorium, there is a box by 

the door - no matter which door you use - where you can put your offering. 

As a reminder, the following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in 

person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

There are two main avenues we use to communicate ongoing information with the church 
FAMILY (what needs to happen even beyond the monthly editions of “The Vine”): 

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group 
that we call “The Southland Scoop.” We use this regularly for more ongoing 
updates to our church family. If you’re not connected to this, find the page and 
request to join it.  

We also use e-mail as a key means of communication to the Southland family 
(e.g. prayer requests and other general updates). Up to now, we’ve been 
sending those out via one of our _____@gosouthland.org addresses. Sometime 
soon, we will start using the e-mail function within the Planning Center 

platform for this purpose - general information and prayer updates - so that these all go out 
to the same database. So you know, these will arrive to your e-mail inbox in the same way as 
the invitation e-mail came from Debbie Jennings in the process of updating directory 
information. We’ll let you know when we make this switch. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am … ministry programming for all ages (see p. 13 for details), 

meeting as normal throughout the month of August. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 12). 

To help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently, please send 

those such requests to prayer@gosouthland.org.  PRAYER 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Saturday, July 31 - Saturday, August 7 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

Saturday, August 14 from 2-4pm … an ice-cream social “Celebration of Life” for Wilber 

Kaylor hosted at Southland with Wilber’s family (see p. 3 for more information). 

Sunday, August 22 after our ENCOUNTER time … our student ministries will be having an 

informational meeting for parents (for students of all ages, K through high school). 

Sunday, August 25 at 5pm … our 2019 FLOURISH gathering (see p. 3 for more details). 

Sunday, September 5 at 9:30am … donuts and pastries breakfast; no 9:30am ministry 

programming for this morning (normal 10:30). 

There are other events in September highlighted throughout as well; 

we’ll list those here next month. 

Beyond those specific items, in early September, we launch into our new ministry year. Every 

year, this is an important season; this year, as we intend to be fully resuming our typical 

ministry programming at Southland, it’s all the more important. For our church family as a 

whole and within our individual ministries (e.g. children/youth, women, etc.), we’re looking 

forward to what will be unfolding at that time. Here are some specific dates for when various 

ministries are re-launching (check out the various sections of “The Vine” for more details): 

 Wednesday, September 1 - the first night of CULTIVATE with ministry programming for 

 all ages. 

 Thursday, September 9 - WSA ladies’ Bible study re-launches. 

 Sunday, September 12 - refreshed Connect Groups begin; a new start time of 9:15am 

 for these as well as our ministry programming for kids/youth. 

 Sunday, September 12 - Group Huddle’s kick-off event at Springfield’s Incredible Pizza. 

 See page 8 for more details. 

 Sunday, September 19 - normal Group Huddle resumes. 

 Friday, September 24 - the first BTG meeting for this new ministry year. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For July 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Monthly tithe = $31,102 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,775 

50  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $415,170  

00  

 A weekly average of a little over $8,830  which projects to a little under $460,000 annually; 

even a conservative weekly average for the month of August puts us at or near $450,000 

for this ministry year. 

We started with this year’s projected budgetary need being about $430,000 to $440,000; that breaks 

down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. We entered in a very healthy place financially. It has obviously 
been a good year in this regard; it has certainly made a difference here and across the globe. Thank you, 

Southland family, for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 



7 

 

One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

As with any other area, we believe that leadership should set the pace - it’s to be a higher level of 

responsibility. That’s why a significant part of our covenant deals with the commitments made by SCC 

leaders. In conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders (see p. 4 for a brief update), this 

is overall a good time of year to share these. In the June edition, we identified the specific commitments 

made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role. In the July edition, we highlighted those commitments 

made by elders and staff together. So, it seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to share the 

staff commitments - what have SCC staff members committed themselves to as part of the leadership 

here? We have provided a list in the space below. Again, as a reminder, these are in addition to the 

commitments made by both elders and staff in the “general commitments” section. 

Staff COMMITMENTS — made by ministry staff as part of the leadership team: 

 We covenant to embrace the direction and priorities established by the elders, affirming the unique 

place of leadership God has entrusted to them. 

 We covenant to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance for how we creatively implement His plans in our 

specific areas of ministry. 

 We covenant to partner with other staff members, functioning as a unified team for both greater 

effectiveness and, more importantly, God’s glory. 

 We covenant to work with volunteer ministry leaders and other staff in designing and effectively 

implementing the work of ministry here. 

 We covenant to set the pace for ministry at Southland, being out on the front lines as servant-

leaders carrying-out the special work He has given and gifted each of us to do. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the effort appropriate for servants of Christ investing ourselves in 

eternally significant work (e.g. the right heart, commitment, humility, etc.). 

 We covenant to be “workers worth our keep” (see Matthew 10:10) so that through our faithful, 

diligent service we earn the financial compensation we receive. 

 We covenant to be faithful in how we handle the day-to-day operations of Southland Christian 

Church, living out Kingdom values such as integrity and excellence. 



8 

 

       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time (SS classes at 9:30am): 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout the month of August. 

Through August 8, the curriculum will be called “Training Camp.” This summer, athletes 
from all over the world will come together and compete to receive a medal. In Kid 
Encounter, we will be challenging our young people to carry the torch of the Gospel to 
those around them. Students will enjoy Olympic-themed crafts and physical activities 
while studying and memorizing God’s Word. Ready … set … go change the world around you! 

 From there, August will have a variety of Kid Encounter lessons before starting into a 
new curriculum in September. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

We just completed another great VBS week. As always, it was a fun time as 
kids discovered Jesus from eternity past to eternity future. Thanks for 
letting your kids join us! See page 2 for a VBS report as well as pages 
14 and 15 for a list of all of our volunteers who helped make it all happen! 

 
ATTENTION Parents: Check out the top of the next page about an upcoming meeting. 

 

We continue to have regular kids’ Sunday School classes - starting 
at 9:30am each Sunday during the Summer.  We’ll continue that 
once we get to the month of September with a new start time 
beginning on September 8 of 9:15am. 

 

The resumption of CULTIVATE on Wednesday, September 1 includes ministry programming 
for our kids as well. We’re still in the midst of determining what that will specifically look like 
(whether Children of Praise or some other option). We’ll share that information later in the 
month of August as we move toward September.  
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Info applicable to all kids/youth … 
Attention Southland PARENTS (kids entering Kindergarten 
through high school) … we are having an informational meeting 
on Sunday, August 22 after our ENCOUNTER service. It’s a time 
to share about the year ahead and take care of some important 
details like liability forms for the year. Please plan to be there! 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL:  We continue with our ministry programming prior at 9:30am. For our youth, 

that includes separate Sunday School classes for our middle school and high school youth. The 

middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school class meets in Room #6. 

Once we get to the month of September (effective 9/8), we’re moving 
our start time on Sunday mornings to 9:15am. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE:  With a new ministry year in September comes the resumption 

of our mid-week ministry that we call “Cultivate” on Wednesday, 9/1. That includes ministry 

programming for middle school and high school students (be watching in August for more details). 

 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” at Incredible Pizza  

Sunday, September 12 from 5-9pm  

The total cost for the evening (see all the details for 

what’s included below) is $20. 

It’s time to kick-off a new year and we know just the place to release your back-to-

school excitement! Incredible Pizza is offering another great deal to our group. The $20 allows 

you to enjoy the all-you-care-to-eat buffet, have a $10 game card for playing on some of the 

newest arcade games in the area and be able to enjoy 4 of their attractions - laser tag, bumper 

cars, go carts and the tilt-a-whirl. Make plans to come and join us for this fun, memorable night. 

Normal Sunday evening Group Huddle will then resume Sunday, 

September 19 (6-8pm each week)! 

MOVE Conference FOLLOW-UP ...  
Thanks to the support and prayers of the Southland family, the 

summer MOVE conference was another incredible experience for our 

high school students and their sponsors. This year, the group again 

went to the conference at John Brown University in Siloam Springs, 

Arkansas. On the next two pages, we have shared reflections from 3 of our students who attended 

this year’s MOVE Conference. We thought it was a good way to follow-up on the experience. 
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MOVE Conference Reflections: 

From Luke Randleman (high school junior) …  

I’ve had great experiences with the CIY MOVE Conference. I really enjoy getting to know people on 

these type of trips and sharing experiences for a full week. MOVE has proven to be a lot of fun, while 

still presenting opportunities for real conversations about Jesus. I appreciate the devotions we receive 

and the time we receive to do them.  

The MOVE Conference removes most of the distractions, so it’s much easier to spend time meditating 

on spiritual stuff and hanging out with other people. MOVE not only helps me and the people around 

me grow in Christ, but also helps us grow together. Going to MOVE is one of the things that I look 

forward to each summer and has consistently challenged me to grow in my faith.  

From Zach Johnson (another high school junior) …  

MOVE 2021 is a week I intend to remember. The raw power of the services and simply coming together 

as a group was an incredible experience and made for a fun week.   

Aside from the amazing quality of each service (worship, sermon and games alike), the most 

memorable moments happened when our group came together, allowing us to be honest and, at 

times, goofy with one another. We’ll remember the heartfelt night of everyone expressing why we like 

each other or doing really stupid things in a cafeteria. In our small groups we shared heart-to-heart 

conversations  as well as intense card games. These experiences for me, were the highlight of the 

MOVE conference. 

Between an auditorium of teens dancing their hearts out, moments of reverent worship, our youth 

group being more unified than ever and my roommate staying up late - this year’s MOVE was at the 

least, a very … MOVE-ing … experience!  

From Ezri Smith (outgoing senior - last year of MOVE) …  

The MOVE conference isn’t like any other church conference or camp I have ever attended. I’ve had the 

opportunity to attend every summer starting as an incoming high school freshman. This time around 

was bittersweet because it was my last time going as a student.  

MOVE is a week full of Scripture, worship, fellowship, and growing a relationship with God. This year 

the theme focused on the power of the Gospel message. Stating that no matter who you are … no 

matter where you’re from … no matter how good you think you are … or how bad … the Gospel is still 

for you. The gospel is FOR ALL … FOREVER! It focused on how God is for everyone and each day we 

talked about a different aspect of the theme. Tuesday was about how God is for all. Wednesday was 

about God being for you. Thursday was about how God is for us as a church body. Lastly, on Friday we 

talked about how God is forever. Throughout this week I was able to see how God is for all forever and 

it was an amazing thing to experience. I was able to form a connection with my whole youth group that 

has shown me the importance of a church community. That is why I highly suggest that if you are able 

to go to a MOVE conference you should, at least once.  

MOVE is something that has changed my life in many ways. It has helped me form a deeper connection 

with God and others in my youth group. It has shown me that whenever I’m in need of help I have so 
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Southland Women 

MOVE Conference Reflections (continued - Ezri Smith): 

many people I can turn to for guidance and also I am able to be a person that people can turn to when 

they need guidance. Year after year it has shown me that, even as a teenager, I can still be a “Kingdom 

Worker.” It shows me that I need to grow my connection with God so I can fulfill his plan for me. MOVE 

has also taught me how I need a strong connection with God and my church so, whenever I may be 

weak, I have a community to lean on. I will forever take all the things I have learned from my many 

years of going to MOVE as I go forward into my young adult life. I will always have great memories to 

look back on like when we all worshiped together with our arms around one another. Also, I will always 

remember the group times we spent playing games or having conversations with one another.  

These are just a few examples of the memories I will take with me forever. With these memories MOVE 

has shown me how to live a life of service for God.  

Thank you for everything from yard sale donations to prayers to any other ways you’ve supported the 

high school youth’s trip to the MOVE Conference. We are grateful for those who went as sponsors 

(see a list of these on page 14) and for the broader support of the Southland family in helping to 

make these life-changing experiences happen! 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

The first BTG meeting 
of the new ministry 
year will be Friday, 

Sept. 24. More details to 
follow in next month’s 
edition of “The Vine.”. 

After a break over the Summer, we will be resuming WSA (Thursday 
morning ladies’ Bible study) in September. It is an opportunity for women 
of all ages and life stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a 
“GROW DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The 

tagline is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.” Even in the midst of the content, we want to provide 
a place for women to experience together-ness and mutual encouragement - realities that are especially 
important in this season. 

This session is scheduled to begin on Thursday, September 9; we’ll share more details later in August. 

Box Top Girls 

The next women’s ministry event will be Monday evening, September 
27 (more details will be shared in next month’s edition of “The Vine.” 

Kristie and her women’s ministry team are continuing to work on plans for September and beyond. For now, 
there are some dates to share as we look forward to this new ministry year … more specifics to follow. 
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Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons and More) 

We wrap-up our “Red Letter CHALLENGE” series in early August. For the rest of the month, the preaching calendar 
will be more of a “potpourri” (individual sermons without a specific series framework). Here are a few highlights for 
what’s coming up this month:  

Sundays, August 15 and 22 - Rick Randleman preaching … one of these days will likely involve a follow-up 
report from our Mexico mission trip team. 

Sunday, August 29 - the morning of FLOURISH 2021 … we’ll be reflecting on our theme for that evening. 

From there, we will be launching our main 2021 Fall series (as is our custom, it will be through a specific book/section 
of the Bible). We’ll share more details about those plans in the September 2021 edition of “The Vine.” 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of COVID or simply during this 

season of being out-of-town, we encourage you to stay connected in this way. 

Beyond that piece, we continue with these ENCOUNTER-related modifications during this 

season. We are making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups or 

sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium. For OFFERING, instead of passing 

trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each door (we have also highlighted other 

options for giving on page 5). When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things 

spaced out as much as possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in 

person. We are continuing these practices for the foreseeable future. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach 

out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT 

and GROW DEEP 

When we’re fully operating at “normal” at Southland (i.e. without COVID-19 impacts), these priorities that we 

call “CONNECT” (an emphasis on building relationships with others in the church family) and “GROW 

DEEP” (an emphasis on planting deep roots in Christ and God’s Word) are valuable parts of our church 

family life. They each have even had their own separate slots on our typical ministry calendar (Sunday 

mornings before ENCOUNTER for CONNECT and Wednesday evenings during the school year for GROW DEEP).  

A key part of our planning for our new ministry year (launches in September of 2021) involves these 

two time slots and what they’ll look like: Sunday morning pre-ENCOUNTER plus Wednesday evening 

CULTIVATE. See below for some basic information about our plans. 

For now, we continue to bring these priorities together on Sundays with a 9:30am start time. We are offering 

our normal Sunday School classes/groups for college-age and younger. For adults, we have two class options: 

 Alex Cobb continues to lead a group studying the OT minor prophets (this will run throughout the 

Summer, clear through the end of August … meeting in the Great Room). 

 The other option that started in June is a look at Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5-7); it will 

be led rotationally (this too will run through the end of August … meeting in the Fellowship Hall). 

At this point, we are not offering an online/live stream option for these 9:30am classes. 
 

Resuming our more regular (but refreshed) CONNECT Groups: 

After a “donuts and pastries” breakfast on Labor Day weekend (Sunday, 9/5 at 9:30am), we will launch our 

refreshed CONNECT Groups on Sunday, September 12. Here are a couple of adjustments we’ll be making:  

We will change our start time to 9:15am (again, this is effective September 12). Prior to the 

COVID-season, we began these at 9am. Here in 2021, we’ve been using 9:30am as our 

start time. While a bit unique as a start time, we believe that 9:15 allows us to find the 

right balance and make sure we’re providing adequate time for the priorities of CONNECT 

Groups. This start time does include our Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well. 

We will also be adjusting some of our groups. Much has shifted in the life of the Southland family since 

early 2020. Additionally, this overall season of re-launching simply offers an appropriate opportunity to 

re-shape these groups. Because of such reasons, we’ll revamp what our CONNECT Groups look like as 

part of the refresh. Just know there will still be a place for everyone in these groups. We’ll be sharing 

more about this as we approach early September. 

We are still working through all of the specific plans (be looking for more information as we work our 

way through the month of August). For now, we just wanted to make sure we got the word out. 
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

Especially as we move toward September, we’re going to be resuming our Welcoming 

Ministry with greeters, people serving at the Welcome Center (for about 25 minutes 

around the start of ENCOUNTER - from 10:15-10:40) and foyer hosts (those who remain in the 

foyer throughout the time slot for greeting people, etc.). We’ll be recruiting volunteers for 

these roles - both those who have done it before plus new ones. 

Otherwise, we’re also going to be recruiting volunteers as we move toward the re-launch of 

our more typical ministry schedule: Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (e.g. D-Group 

facilitators, volunteers to work with the kids, meals potentially, etc.) and beyond.  

If there are such ways in which you are willing to serve, please let one of our 

staff members know and we’ll get you plugged-in to that. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

We have several volunteers that we need to make sure we 

recognize in this section of “The Vine” … so many, that we 

need some of the next page as well! 

A “THANK YOU” to those who served as 2021 “MOVE” sponsors: Abi Hoenshell, Kale 

Kilgo, Les Londeen, Kendall Wooldridge and Brad Worthy. We so appreciate the time you 

invested in our high school students for this week! 

Our 2021 VBS (“Time Lab”) is officially in the books. It makes this 

edition of “The Vine” an appropriate time to extend a tremendous 

“THANK YOU!” to those who were a part of making it a success; there 

are certainly so many people! It’s what makes this kind of week 

possible. In fact, it’s a great picture of many parts functioning as one team in order to 

accomplish a common goal.  

Of course, we do want to say “THANK YOU!” to those who gave donations (financial or 

supplies); your generosity certainly is a blessing that helped make the week happen! 

“THANK YOU” to  Megan Falconer plus Sean Falconer and Brad Worthy for the pre-VBS 

organizational work with donations, decorations, etc. 

See the next page for more of those who were part of the week in a “hands-on” way.  
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Continuation of the list of those who served (our apologies for any omissions): 

“THANK YOU” to Kristie Martin and her team for coordinating the Pre-K portion of VBS: 

Andrea Conboy, Abi Hoenshell, Debbie Hoenshell, James Hoenshell and Liz Kilgo. 

“THANK YOU” to those who served in the various grade school rotations (the underlined 

names are those who took the point in planning/preparing these areas in advance): 

Anna Randleman and Stella Falconer for leading the crafts. 

Debbie Jennings for leading the science section with help from Luke Jennings. 

Kristi Cribbs for leading the snacks with help from Carol Ricke. 

Donna Lillard for leading the lessons rotation as well as our teachers: A.J. Gegg, Jamie 

Millican, Sean Falconer and Rick Randleman. 

Jamie Millican for leading the memory work. 

Anna Martin, Jake Miles and Kendall Wooldridge for leading the videos and games 

with the help of Nate Jennings and Nate Martin. 

Ashley Worthy for leading the missions section - Devin Chance and Nancy Hutson 

from Life of Hope were with us on Wednesday evening as well. 

“THANK YOU” to all of the crew leaders who led the grade school kids to their stations and 

made this a great experience for the kids: Amanda Butler, Terra Gegg, Jake Miles, Kaylee 

Schuhart, Ezri Smith, Kira Smith, Caroline Stewart and Jeff Stewart. 

“THANK YOU” to those who led the opening and closing: Les Londeen, Rick Randleman 

and Kendall Wooldridge with an assist from some from the youth band: Allie Conboy, 

Harmony Martin, Nate Martin, Levi Randleman and Luke Randleman. This also includes 

Nate Jennings who helped with the tech end of things. 

“THANK YOU” to the registration team of Cheryl McAnally and Jenelle Smith. 

“THANK YOU” to Les Londeen who led a middle school section helped by A.J. Gegg, 

Kristin Londeen and Brad Worthy. 

“THANK YOU” to Andy Lillard for providing security help. 

“THANK YOU” to Kristie Martin with her team of Kristin Londeen, Carol Ricke, Pam 

Sewell and Liz Wood for organizing and providing pre-VBS meals for volunteers. 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

8/1 The Graves Family Kristin Londeen Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

8/8 Melissa Wilcox Anna Martin Les Londeen & Stefani Hall 

8/15 Julie Brothers Cindy M./Andrea C. T.B.A. 

8/22 Cheryl McAnally Amanda Miller T.B.A. 

8/29 Jenelle Smith Amanda Butler Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for August 2021 

Below, we have listed some roles of service we have specifically scheduled (the COMPUTER and 

SERVING TEAM LEADER are following the same schedule as is typical). 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

There are a couple of opportunities to support our local partners coming up this Fall: 

A 2-person scramble at the Bill & Payne Stewart Golf Course 

Cost is $65/person (all-inclusive) 

Proceeds go to support CCH’s global mission trips. 

If you are interested in participating,, you can sign-up 

directly with CCH or talk to Rick. 

On Saturday, September 18 the Pregnancy Care Center will be hosting its annual 

“Walk 4 Life.”  

This year, it will again be at the PCC facility at 1342 E. Primrose; 

registration at 9am with the two-mile walk at 10.  

Be looking for more details as the event gets closer; for now, we just want to make 

you aware of the date. It’s a great way for us to support the work of the PCC! 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, we strive to provide updates when 

available in the auditorium (by the map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly make 

their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. 

It’s another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

After postponing our Mexico mission trip last year, we are excited that it is happening here in 2021! Our 

group leaves Saturday, July 31 and returns the next Saturday, August 7. They will be working with Casas por 
Cristo in Anapra, Mexico (across the boarder from El Paso, TX). Thank you to those who donated supplies or 

funds for this trip. We encourage you to keep the team in your prayers; we look forward to hearing the ways 

that God was at work through them with the Garcia family in Mexico. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

