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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine at the end of August. 

See pages 2-3 for our 
current plans and details. 

What planning feels like right now: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

This entire season continues to be a challenge when it 
comes to planning. At this point in the year, we 
should be making preparations for FLOURISH 2020 
and getting ready for our typically busy fall ministry 
kick-off. And yet, it all continues to be up-in-the-air. 
So, as before, what we have included in this edition 
of “The Vine” represents our current/intended plans 
that are - as is normal during this season - subject to 
continual adjustments. Be watching for updates! 

See pages 4-5 for a couple of key updates re: 
our Southland ministry staff. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

As we did in the last edition, we wanted to go ahead and provide the following 
reminders and updates as we’re re-gathering in this season. Some of these are 
repeats from the past couple of months; anything in red is new. As a reminder, 
during this COVID-19 season, we are trying to implement in a reasonable and 
responsible way the guidelines that have been established (local and national). 
This includes keeping up-to-date with changing information. We want this to be 
safe and healthy as we come back together. 

An important update to highlight (new since early July): 

Our property is within the city limits of Springfield. Accordingly, 
Southland is included under the recently passed mask ordinance by the 
city council. For specific details about this requirement (including ages, 
exceptions, etc.), check out the city’s ordinance at:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417.  

Some big picture guidelines: 

 BIG REMINDER #1 … If you are uncomfortable with a larger gathering, there is no pressure 
for you to do so until you are ready.  

 BIG REMINDER #2 … We are not going to be monitoring every one who comes in to our 
building. Instead, we are going to ask you to respect others and stay home if you are sick or 
showing symptoms. This is a basic way that we can love others around us during this season. 

 We are continuing to take appropriate steps to create a safe and healthy environment. 

 Through it all, be loving, kind and respectful towards others. There are some challenges that 
come from different perspectives. There are difficulties that come in learning how to be 
back together with others. There are plenty of opportunities for showing grace to others. 
Especially now, we as a church family need especially high amounts of such values! 

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

Because there are some who are not able to join us in person, we are continuing to use a HYBRID 
approach - both an “in person” gathering in the auditorium and a live stream at the same time. 
This will continue for the foreseeable future as we know some are still not going to be ready to be 
in such a larger crowd. See page 13 for some updated details about accessing the live stream. 

For now, our focus continues to be on the 10:30 time slot though, Connect Groups are still free to 
meet during this time. Especially if/as this draws on, we will be working to address the need for 
CONNECTING as we move towards September and a new ministry year. 

Congratulations to Allie Conboy and Jocelyn Cosgrove 
who were both immersed into Christ during the middle school 

camp session at Maranatha Bible Camp (late July) - Allie was 

baptized by Les and Jocelyn by her mother, Jane. 

We rejoice with Allie and Jocelyn in their decisions to follow Jesus! 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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Some specific details for Sunday mornings (continued): 

Since early July, we have added in our typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming (see page 9 
for specific details as it relates to “Kid ENCOUNTER” - this includes 5th graders and younger). 

SEATING - this is one of the challenges when attempting to create appropriate distance. Family 
units can obviously sit in close proximity, but we need to allow for more room otherwise. For July, 
we offered more seating (especially in the middle - still distanced appropriately), but continued 
to let those bring in lawn chairs who desired to do so. We are going to keep this same procedure 
in place for now as it helps with both cleanliness and logistics.  

For the Lord’s Supper, we are using the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are in a 
single sealed unit. These are available at the entrances to the auditorium. 

For offering, instead of passing trays, we will have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue to 
use one of the alternative options (we’ve again highlighted these below). 

Other needed adjustments will be obvious and/or properly communicated along the way. 

Especially in the midst of this season, it has become increasingly important for us to make sure we 
have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s all the  
more true as we are needing to keep making adjustments. Make sure you are aware of the following: 

On FACEBOOK, we have our general page (Southland Christian Church) - it is the 
one we are using for our live stream on Sunday mornings. We also have our more 
“internal” group called “The Southland Scoop;” we use it to share announcements 
and other timely communications. If you're not connected to “The Scoop,” we 

encourage you to find the page and request to become a member. We do also have specific 
groups and ministries within the Southland FAMILY that use Facebook as well. 

We also communicate a great deal through e-mail. You should be receiving messages with 
prayer items from prayer@gosouthland.org and general updates from deb@gosouthland.org 
(we are still using this as our general source of information for now even though she has 
retired). If not, please contact the office so we can get that addressed.  

About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

Even as we are re-gathering, the following options for giving are still available for those who 

are not able to come: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website (this initiates a 

check to be sent to us directly from the bank). 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it 

can be accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?

c=1302996) or through the app available at your app store. That will 

take you directly to a page designed for Southland where you can give. 

On page 6, we have given a financial update that covers this whole coronavirus season from 

March through July. Thank you for your ongoing faithful participation in giving during this 

season! Our leadership team is certainly grateful for the ways the Southland family has 

adapted and adjusted to help continue Kingdom work during this season here and beyond! 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996


4 

 

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
As we have shared in the last two editions of the Vine, each summer we go 
through a process designed to help us identify potential new elders for our 
church family. The LEADERSHIP of a church FAMILY certainly matters, 
and the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. Throughout this process, 
we are using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information about 
how it works and to update you regarding our progress. (You can check out the previous editions of “The Vine” for 
more details about this process as a whole.)  

During the July update, we mentioned that 1 name was submitted during this year’s recommendation phase. 
The current elder team is working through our process with this individual in an “interview” stage. Ultimately, 
this process matters because of the importance of this role - just as we would with the hiring of a staff member, 
though in an entirely different leadership capacity. This stage represents an attempt to (a) communicate the 
expectations that go with serving as an elder and (b) help each individual clarify whether or not this is God’s 
calling on his life at this point (both from the perspective of the potential elder and of the existing elders as 
leaders of the church family). By the middle of August, we will have available a list of those who will be serving 
in this role for the next ministry year (September through August). This will include current elders who will 
be continuing on in the role as well as any new elders. This provides a window of time for congregational 
feedback. This doesn’t take the form of a vote, but it gives a format for SCC members to identify Biblical 
reasons why they feel a certain man might not be best-suited for this particular responsibility.   

Beyond this process with a potentially new elder, here’s our list of current elders: Ernie Emmerton, Terry 
Ochs and Pat Little. Bob Wood is nearing the end of his sabbatical year off and will return in September. In 
the role of lead pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

As part of this process each year, we share the LEADERSHIP portion of our Southland “covenant;” it’s a way of 
providing a reminder about what leaders at SCC have committed to do.  After sharing the commitments made 

specifically by elders in May and more generally by elders/staff in June, we have provided the staff-specific 
commitments in this edition  (see the “We Do!” section on page 7). 

2 Specific STAFF Updates ...  

UPDATE #1 - as we mentioned in the previous edition of “The Vine,” Adam is wrapping-up his 2+ 
years of ministry in August (the 30th will be his last Sunday with us). Now that he has completed 
his master’s degree in counseling, he is going to be departing the Springfield area. Be looking for 
some info about how we want to bless Adam and say “THANK YOU!” as he leaves. 

Obviously, his departure leaves a hole in the “point role” of our worship ministry. At the same 
time, we are blessed to have a worship team with people who have both the skills and the heart to 
allow us to continue on in an effective way. And so, for now, our short-term plan is to continue 

A note about FLOURISH 2020: 
Since 2012, FLOURISH has been an important annual event in the life of the Southland FAMILY. 
It’s provided an opportunity to share a delicious meal, enjoy some time of fellowship together 
and reflect on God’s purpose for us as His church (including some typical “congregational 
meeting” types of things). It’s certainly become a great tradition in our church. 

Well, much like everything else, it’s clear that FLOURISH 2020 is going to require some level of 
adjustment. We are continuing to evaluate our options for this night. At this point, we’re going to 
ask you to keep open Sunday, August 30 from 5-7:30pm if you can (that exact timeframe is not 
set in stone other than the basic 5pm start time). As we go along the month of August, we will 
communicate more specifics about what this is going to look like. 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY, Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered 

both as an “in person” option and joining us via the live stream. 

Many specific events have been impacted by COVID. As we move forward into August and 

beyond, that continues; on the next page we have highlighted events currently planned. 

PROPERTY Update - Ongoing Maintenance/Improvements: 
Since we sold a portion of our property back in 2018, we have been able to address some needed projects 

around our building and property. That has included (1) our deductible portion for a new roof after a bad 

storm, (2) a pretty major renovation of our fellowship hall and kitchen areas back in the Summer of 2019, 

(3) replacement of some of our exterior doors, (4) painting around the building and (5) the replacement of 

an HVAC unit. Even beyond such projects, we have also been gradually switching out the ballasts in light 

fixtures in many areas of the original building. Without a doubt, the property sale put us in a position to 

make such things possible. While such projects are not the essence of our ministry, they are certainly 

valuable to our building and the overall life of the Southland FAMILY! 

Most recently, we have been in the midst of upgrading our exterior signage (a process that has been in the 

works now for several months, impacted by COVID-19 realities, for sure). We are at the point where 

sometime in early August, that should be complete. This will include (1) a sign in the “tower” portion of our 

building (above the main entrance - it will be lit at night) and (2) a make-over of our current monument 

sign near the corner of Republic Road and Kansas Avenue. We are grateful for the increased visibility 

these two signs will provide as people are passing by our property. We look forward to seeing the ways God 

uses something even as simple as signs to further our work of ministry.  

(2 Specific STAFF Updates - continued …)  

with our current team being led by a few individuals who are already a part of it. Especially in the 
midst of this COVID-19 season, we have determined that this is a prudent way forward. As things 
re-settle into whatever the “new normal” ends up looking like, we will proceed from there. 

UPDATE #2 - to replace the financial aspect of Debbie Nelson’s role upon her retirement, we have 
hired Debbie Jennings (part-time, 7 hours/week). Over the time she and her husband Ben have 
been a part of Southland, Debbie has served in many different ways within our ministries. Her 
heart and her giftedness make her a great fit in this role as well. We are excited about her joining 
our staff team!  

To help in this area, especially in some of the more technical issues of church finances, we have 
also partnered with an area small business. This company is providing some support as well as 
access to software to help us with our financial processes.  

One more implication from Debbie Nelson’s retirement … with Kristie having already assumed the 
leadership of the women’s ministry, this still leaves vacant some office manager responsibilities 
and a myriad of other ways Deb contributed to the ministry of Southland. We do also have some 
budgetary flexibility with how we are handling things. Again, especially in the midst of the 
uncertainty of this COVID-19 season, we are taking this time to evaluate our staffing needs when 
it comes to carrying-out our work of ministry. As things re-settle, we will be moving forward in 
keeping with the Spirit’s guiding and wisdom. 
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A Few Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Wednesday, August 5 … our third and final VBS-replacement event - a swim party; be looking 

for more details communicated through Facebook. 

Saturday, August 29 at 11am … a memorial service for Warren Burros at Southland. We are 

grateful to have this on the calendar to celebrate his life. Our seating capacity for this event 

will be 200 in the auditorium, but we will have overflow seating available as well as the 

service streamed via Facebook Live. 

Saturday, August 29 (a make-up date, evening) … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual 

banquet - this is now a live-streamed event. 

Sunday, August 30 at 5pm … FLOURISH 2020 (we’ll communicate more details). 

NOTE:   There is still too much uncertainty about where things are to make too many firm 

plans for the resumption of our ministries (typically, many things are re-launching 

as we move into mid-August and then September). As always, we will strive to 

communicate specifics when/as they become more known. Stay tuned! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For March through July 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. We have included together the 
three months directly impacted by COVID-19. This perspective provides a better sense of this season as a 

whole. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME …  Regular tithe for March through July: $156,378 

00  ($32,562 for July) 

   Average weekly (based on 17 Sundays): $7,44651 … not too far off from normal 

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through August) is $376,3919 for a weekly average 

around $8,000 - that average has dropped from where it was before March ($8,460 a week), partly 

because of COVID-19 and partly due to the way our giving typically happens over the course of a year. 
Our projected budgetary need is $430,000 to $440,000 which is $8,200-$8,400 weekly. While we will end 

this year lower, we did enter into it already in a healthy place. God continues to provide what is needed!  

 

For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).  

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists. 

For prayer items, please send requests to prayer@gosouthland.org. It would also be good for you to 
contact the office or a staff member to make sure we are aware. 

http://www.gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

As with any other area, we believe that leadership should set the pace - it’s to be a higher level of 

responsibility. That’s why a significant part of our covenant deals with the commitments made by SCC 

leaders. In conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders, this is overall a good time of 

year to share these. In the June edition, we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in 

their unique leadership role. In the July edition, we highlighted those commitments made by elders and 

staff together. So, it seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to share the staff commitments - 

what have SCC staff members committed themselves to as part of the leadership here? We have provided 

a list in the space below. Again, as a reminder, these are in addition to the commitments made by both 

elders and staff in the “general commitments” section. 

Staff COMMITMENTS — made by ministry staff as part of the leadership team: 

 We covenant to embrace the direction and priorities established by the elders, affirming the unique 

place of leadership God has entrusted to them. 

 We covenant to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance for how we creatively implement His plans in our 

specific areas of ministry. 

 We covenant to partner with other staff members, functioning as a unified team for both greater 

effectiveness and, more importantly, God’s glory. 

 We covenant to work with volunteer ministry leaders and other staff in designing and effectively 

implementing the work of ministry here. 

 We covenant to set the pace for ministry at Southland, being out on the front lines as servant-

leaders carrying-out the special work He has given and gifted each of us to do. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the effort appropriate for servants of Christ investing ourselves in 

eternally significant work (e.g. the right heart, commitment, humility, etc.). 

 We covenant to be “workers worth our keep” (see Matthew 10:10) so that through our faithful, 

diligent service we earn the financial compensation we receive. 

 We covenant to be faithful in how we handle the day-to-day operations of Southland Christian 

Church, living out Kingdom values such as integrity and excellence. 
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What MATTers to me … 
Like with individual messages, many sermon series end up with “I could have gone in this or that direction.” For sure, 
when seeking the Spirit’s leading as to the themes/texts we will address, there are always options that get left out. Our 
“BASICS” series is no different. Some of omitted themes simply fall outside the intended scope of a series; for 
example, this has been a series focused on more practicalities instead of doctrinal matters - there are all kinds of 
directions we could have gone when it comes to our beliefs. Sometimes, it’s a matter of staying within the thematic 
focus of a series; for example, this series has primarily emphasized our interactions with other people in the midst of 
these chaotic times. Still other times, it’s simply a matter of “we only have so many weeks!” 

In a recent elders’ meeting, as we were reflecting on this series and potential themes, there was an idea mentioned that 
caught my attention. It’s not going to fit into the series itself, so I thought I’d address it here. It’s the theme of being 
filled with AWE and WONDER. For sure, this isn’t something kids have to be taught; rather, it’s something that just 
spontaneously seems to happen. Kids are easily captivated - whether it’s an interesting insect or a cool reality in 
nature or what they find to be a fascinating event (“wow, that’s so cool!”). It’s why teaching kids miracle stories from 
God’s Word is such a rewarding experience. Many times with adults, there are all kind of intellectual questions that 
arise, perhaps even out of skepticism ... not so with kids. As adults, we – with our more advanced and “intelligent” 
understanding of how things work - often seem to lose the kind of response that is typical from kids. Side note: the 
best and purest knowledge we gain shouldn’t decrease our sense of wonder, but rather take it to a whole new level as 
we come to grasp just how unfathomable some realities truly are, especially when it comes to the mystery of our God 
and what He has done for us! A quest for truth should ultimately increase our amazement of Him! 

It reminds me of a scene from a movie called “The Kid” with Bruce Willis. It’s a far-fetched story line. Willis’ 
character, Russ Duritz, is a career-driven, narcissistic jerk who comes to encounter the child version of himself. 
Naturally, given the oddness of such an experience, he thinks he’s having some kind of psychotic episode, but, in fact, 
the child version of himself is really there (assuming you can accept the storyline of the movie, that is). It ends up 
being a journey where both of them - but especially the older Russ - learn something important and become a better 
version of who they are. In one particular scene, young Russ is outside expressing utter fascination with the night sky. 
He’s oohing and aahing at what he sees. “Look at the moon! Do you see that?!” It’s a curiosity filled with exuberance 
as he views the brilliant colors with the awe of a nine-year old. Grown-up Russ is far too pre-occupied and 
distracted by his important, sophisticated life to be bothered by such things. The scene captures the contrast of what 
is far too often our experience when it comes to wonder and awe! 

Maybe part of what a “child-like faith” means is a faith that maintains such a sense of wonder and awe - like a child 
often has. Maybe it means a faith that, instead of seeking logical explanations for events, leaves room for the mystery, 
and even the miraculous. Maybe it means a faith that stops in the midst of chaotic life and notices something in God’s 
creation that causes us to marvel at Him as the Creator of it all. It can be anything from a glorious sunset to a 
colorful garden of flowers to a fascinating bug with all of its intricacies. Culturally, it’s probably one of the things we 
lose out on as it seems we are outdoors less and less. Maybe it’s a faith that takes time to get away from lights and 
gaze at the night sky - there’s something about beholding the stars, even with the naked eye, that makes us see our 
own smallness in contrast to His majesty. That’s part of wonder and awe as well! Maybe it’s a faith that doesn’t have to 
have all the answers, but trusts that somehow, someway, God is going to do what He’s promised. Maybe it’s a faith 
that allow a heartfelt response of gratitude and amazement at what God has done for us in Christ to well up within us 
to the point where it is expressed through our words and our tears. 

The book of Psalms certainly invites us to such wonder and awe in response to God (as it’s written in Ecclesiastes 5:7, 
“stand in awe of God!”). In fact, it seems to be a response that is just as important as joyous praise within the pages 
of Psalms. For sure, when we consider who God is and reflect on what He has done for us, it’s fitting for us to 
celebrate that. And yet, it’s also fitting for us in response to who He is and all that He’s done to respond with wonder 
and awe - to bow before Him in humble adoration, to marvel at who He is, to be overwhelmed by His overwhelming 
greatness. And, make no mistake about it, it’s not only because we see His grandeur; it’s also because we come to 
recognize the unfathomable reality that this great God above all things is the same great God who has sent His Son to 
save us, so that we might be called His children. Now that’s AMAZING … and worthy of our wonder and awe! 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Our broader “re-gathering” plans obviously involve our kids - grade school and younger (see 
pages 2-3 for specifics). Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “L’il Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting 
 throughout the whole service. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids in 1st through 5th grades) is back to meeting only during the 
sermon portion of service … just in the Fellowship Hall for now. Kids begin in the service 
with their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time. 

We are taking appropriate steps for cleanliness (both in the rooms/supplies and with the kids 
themselves) and for as much distancing as possible with kids in such formats. 

Southland’s 2020 VBS Plans 
Instead of our typical VBS (it was going to be too challenging during this season), we are 
holding events specifically designed for kids on three consecutive Wednesday evenings. We 
want to provide some appropriate opportunities for our kids and families during this season.  

We began with a picnic at a park on July 22. Then, on July 29, we held a modified VBS night 
for kids at Southland; it was much different than a normal VBS, but still a great time! There 
is one more event in August: a swim party on August 5 from 6-8pm. Watch our Facebook 
pages for more details about this event. We hope you can join us! 

We have resumed our check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who 
are participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade). For 
those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and provide 
registration information to check-in your child(ren). For those who are 
already in the system, we simply need you to stop by, check-in your kids and 
get their sticker. 

Like in so many other areas of our lives, there is still a great degree of uncertainty for the Fall within our 
ministries to kids and youth. Some things have thankfully been able to happen safely this Summer: a three-
day retreat for high school students, camps for our younger kids as well as our VBS-replacement events. And 
yet, very little has taken place as “normal.” It seems as though that’s going to be the case even as we move 
toward the Fall - what is typically a very busy time in these ministries. Because of that, we have yet to make 
firm plans for Cultivate on Wednesday evenings, Group Huddle on Sundays (including an annual kick-off 
event) and much else. So, as we go along and plans become set, we are going to be communicating such 
details in other ways (e.g. via Facebook, e-mail, etc.). Thanks for your understanding in this season! 

Info applicable to all kids/youth … 
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southlandwomen 
“Patience is a virtue.” I think I’ve heard that all my life. I’m not sure it 
really communicates much though. What is a virtue anyway? Its a good 
thing, right? Something we should aspire to possess? Yes. But I think its 
more than that. A virtue can be defined as: moral excellence; goodness; 
righteousness. It can also mean a good or admirable quality or property, 
and patience is certainly that as well.  

I wonder what you think of when you hear the word “patient”? I think of someone who is able to keep their 
cool even when tempers flare or irritations are plentiful. A wife who doesn’t snap at her husband even when 
she’d like to. A mom who doesn’t yell at her kids, even on a stressful day. A driver who stays calm despite 
having other drivers on the road with him or her. I certainly need God’s help in all of those areas of patience, 
and His Word has many reminders of how important patience is as a follower of Jesus. But recently I have felt 
God urging me to another level of patience as I’ve struggled with the times we are living in. 

Every once in a while you come across a new definition of something that takes it a new direction, or gives a 
deeper meaning of a word. Patience is one of those for me. When I was a teenager, I heard a definition for 
patience that has stuck with me all these years. It goes like this: 

Patience:  Accepting a difficult situation from God, without giving 

Him a deadline to remove it. 

As I have recently been struggling with our current realities, that definition has been bouncing around within 
me. I feel like God has been bringing it to my mind and using it to work in my heart.  

Now I need to clarify that I do NOT think God sent coronavirus into the world in any way. That first part of the 
definition, “accepting a difficult situation from God,” could make it sound like perhaps He chose this for the 
world. Getting very far into theology is not my strong suit, but I don’t believe that God sends such things. I 
believe that disease and illness is a result of fallen bodies living in a fallen world. So I’m not suggesting that 
God SENT this difficult situation that we find ourselves in. But He surely allowed this, just as He has allowed a 
myriad of other challenges and world events and natural disasters throughout history.  

So what does to mean to “accept” this difficult situation? As I’ve thought about it, I’ve been convicted that 
while accepting does not have to mean liking or enjoying something, it also does not mean complaining about or 
being constantly frustrated about it. I think I need to work on even that first word of the definition! Synonyms 
of acceptance can be acquiescence, concession, toleration. Maybe right now acceptance is a calm, trusting 
heart that isn’t fighting or stressing but rather is resting in God. 

The next part says that I need to not give God a deadline to remove this set of circumstances - as if I even 
could! But I have found myself feeling that I certainly want to. I have said so many times “I just want to wake 
up from this dream and see that the world is back to normal.” And of course that hasn’t happened, because it 
isn’t a dream. And it’s not over yet. That has been hard to absorb. We have no idea how long this virus will run 

https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/acquiescence
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rampant, and we have no idea what all of its long-term ramifications will be. We may never go back to what we 
used to feel was “normal.” And while I am sad about that and a little fearful of all the unknowns ahead, 
patience says I trust God and wait on Him.  

Consider these two passages that instruct us toward such patience: 

James 5:7  “7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits 
for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 
8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.”  

Psalm 37:7a  “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him.”  

Sometimes we may wait, but it is a stressful, hand-wringing, fretful waiting. I think what God wants from us is 
a calm, peaceful, at-ease waiting, not because we are happy with hard circumstances around us, but because 
we know our strength and confidence rests in a faithful, loving God who will never leave us nor forsake us 
(remember the words of Deuteronomy 31:6 and 8). It’s a waiting that trusts Him. That’s the kind of patience I 
want in my life and heart! 

A NOTE as we move toward a new ministry year ... 
We typically would be sharing at this time of year women’s ministry plans for the fall. However, due to the 
ongoing uncertainty, that planning is still “in process” (as it is in so many other areas of Southland right now). 
There are some ways where ministries like those under the “Southland Women” umbrella are easier to 
facilitate because of the smaller groups that are involved. At the same time, we are continuing to evaluate the 
best path forward and plan accordingly. We are currently planning on a Fall women’s event of some kind; we’ll 
share more about that as we have details. Otherwise, see below for two specific areas. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The current plan is to 
re-launch BTG this Fall. 

We’re still working out 
the specifics as we get 
closer to that time. So, 
for now, plan on it, 
and be looking for 

details later in August. 

This ministry launched last September as a combination of Ladies’ Bible 
Study and MSA. It is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for 

Intentional Living.” Even in the midst of the content, we want to provide a place for women to experience 
together-ness and mutual encouragement - realities that are especially important in this season. 

We are planning a Fall session of WSA that will launch in September; we’ll share more details later in August. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Once A Ragamuffin, Always A Ragamuffin: 

That One That Wraps Everything Up” - by Adam Faulkner 

NOTE:   As we mentioned on page 4, Adam is wrapping up his time of ministry with us here at the end of 

August. That makes this his last official Vine article.  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” - Matthew 5:3 

“And calling to Him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you 

turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself 

like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’” - Matthew 18:2-4 

If you’re tuning in for the first time, welcome! For the past two-and-a-half years, I, your brother in Christ, 

Adam Faulkner, have had every month the incredible and unique honor of being able to sit down and ramble 

about what God has been teaching me about worship in this article space. Along the way, it has hopefully 

encouraged and challenged you as we have grown together. In this season, I’ve been wrestling with the word 

that has defined my life: Ragamuffin. Is it an actual muffin? Sadly no (I was disappointed too after that turtle 

fish ate my honey bun a few weeks back, my hopes were high for the muffin!). So let’s talk again about what it 

means to be a child. 

I don’t know if you have ever had the opportunity to work with children for an extend period of time. If you 

haven’t, definitely take the time to do so! It’s extremely exhausting, but a ton of fun. For a year-and-a-half, I 

got to work with first graders at an elementary school in my hometown. I would regularly get to come into the 

classroom, help with math, art, and the best of them all … RECESS!!! Walking in as a senior in high school, I 

was the coolest guy in the world. They told me stories, always wanted to race me, wanted me to help them 

with their homework, etc. “Adam, I get this is your last devo and you have to be as confusing as all get out, but 

what does working with children have anything to do with this Ragamuffin thing you were talking about?”  

Here’s the thing: young children don’t struggle for acceptance. They don’t fight to be good enough or be the 

best looking. They get themselves into messes some of us can only dream of. At times, they have nothing to 

offer us expect scribbles of drawings and an innocent, wide-eyed awe filled view of the world we live in. They 

don’t worry about what tomorrow will bring, or what happened yesterday, just the here and now. In Jesus’ 

day, they were ignored and marked among the lowest in society along with the beggars and the tax collectors. 

Yet, Jesus took one on his knee, recorded in Matthew 18, and said we must be like them. What does that 

mean? What does that look like? 

If you google the definition of the word “Ragamuffin” this is what you’ll find: 

“a person, typically a child, in ragged, dirty clothes.” 

That’s Us. 

To be a Ragamuffin in the Kingdom of God means to come as a child, with the knowledge that you have 

nothing to offer the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, but scribbles on pieces of paper and raggedy good 
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deeds. It means that the good stuff and the bad stuff - it all has been crucified with Christ; and all that remains, 

undeserved and un-earnable, is the incomprehensible love and grace of God. It means to be humbled and to 

identify with the lowest of the low, the poor in spirit, as we empty out ourselves, throwing out our selfishness 

and hurt, and bringing Jesus to all those with whom we have the gift of interacting. It means to fall on our 

knees in surrender to the upside-down Teacher who is bigger then any box we try to put him in, yet is also 

present with us in the hurt and the heartache. It means choosing to walk with Jesus in the mountains and the 

valleys, and the hardest of all, the everyday mundane. It means to be ok with not having it all together and to 

take off the disguise we hide behind with our brothers and sisters and walk with them through the struggles 

life can bring. Being a Ragamuffin is complete and utter surrender and acceptance to the fact that Jesus Christ, 

2,000 years ago - on the day the sky grew dark, the earth shook and all creation cried out “What have you 

done!?” - He died on that cross, and still looks at you and says “Yes, you did put the nails in My hand, but I love 

you anyway, and not just any love, but a love you cannot even begin to fathom.”  

Being a Ragamuffin means we can then stand in awe and along with the famous Hymn writer Charles Westley 

and ask the question “And Can It Be?” and come to the recognition and declaration along with him: 

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach th’ eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Jesus didn’t come for the people who have it all together. He came for the broken sinners. 

That’s me. That’s you. That’s us. 

When I first started the journey of worship with you, I had no idea what to say. The Lord as always, provided 

the subject, words, and music. I hope he was able to speak to you and challenge you as he has me. I hope if 

you remember one thing from these Vine articles, it is that Jesus Christ died for you and made you a new 

creation and that He remains constant in all the changing seasons. Ultimately, our worship is a response to 

this unfathomable love.  

As I leave you for the last time, I want to leave you with the words of the late Rich Mullins: 

“Go try to be good, but if you can’t (and you probably can’t), then just be God’s.” 

         Your Brother In Christ, 

         Adam Faulkner 

REMINDER: Even as we have resumed our “in person” gatherings, we are 

continuing to offer the LIVE STREAM option as well. This is made available 

through Facebook LIVE. We now have it set-up for you to be able to access 

the live stream directly from the front page of our website:  http://gosouthand.org  (you may 

have to scroll down the page a bit; it can still be accessed through Facebook as well). 

Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid: 

 If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready. 

 However you are participating, you can still use the same giving options (see p. 3). 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating 

virtually. You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets 

available as a PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option). 

http://gosouthland.org/
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

For now (extended through the month of August), we are not officially having our normal 9am programming 

- no Sunday School for kids and youth. Especially with capacity being at 50% for our individual rooms 

(recently extended into October), it is not feasible for us to be meeting in these ways. At the same time, 

as Connect Groups want to meet, we are trying to create spaces where that can happen. Be looking for 

specific communication from the leaders of your Connect Group. If and as these realities extend (especially 

as we head toward September), we are looking at some possible alternatives for CONNECTING. 

Due to the extension of capacity guidelines, we are 

currently unsure of our plans for Wednesday evenings 

(this typically launches in September). The D-Group format 

is certainly more challenging. We will make a decision 

during the month of August and communicate accordingly. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

One of our priorities as a church family is to GROW DEEP roots in our lives of faith (see Colossians 2:6-7). This is a goal that we want 

to see happening throughout our ministries. Since Fall 2015, a specific and focused avenue for accomplishing this has been our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each session is somewhat unique in its 

format (e.g. D-Groups, classes, etc.), they all are designed to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Instead of putting together a regular serving schedule, leaders of different ministry areas are 

contacting volunteers directly for the month of August (as they did in July). Any other needs we 

have for volunteers to serve are being communicated in other ways during this season. 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

The Pregnancy Care Center’s 2020 fundraiser banquet – originally 

scheduled for mid-April – has been re-scheduled for August 29. Further, the 

PCC recently had to make the adjustment to live streaming the event only (instead of doing it in a more traditional 

setting). As we know more, we will share a way for you potentially to participate in this event.  

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Unfortunately, due to realities associated with COVID-19, we had to postpone the Mexico mission trip with 

Casas por Cristo. This will be re-scheduled for sometime during the next 12 months.  

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

There are some things we’ve traditionally done in these months to support our local partners. Moving towards Fall, we 

have typically emphasized some sort of effort to bless CCH as they prepare for a new school year and we have collected 

supplies for Show-Me leading up to their open house. Then, there were also events like the CCH golf tournament and the 

PCC’s Walk-for-Life. Many of these have been/will be impacted by COVID-related challenges. We will share more specifics 

if such things are able to happen this year (e.g. the CCH golf event is still tentatively scheduled for 9/12 as is the Walk-

for-Life for 9/26). As an alternative to such efforts, though, we want you to consider giving a love offering to these 

partners as a way of providing direct support. Such ministries (our local ones, but our global ones too) could certainly 

use such extra gifts right now. To do this, simply use the “memo” line of a check to designate a gift accordingly. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

