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Each year, on the last Sunday of each August, we come 
together for our annual FLOURISH event. We gather as a 
church FAMILY to celebrate how He has been at work; of 
course, it’s also about moving forward together as He is 
leading us! 

Starting Sunday, August 4, we will have a way for you 
to RSVP in the foyer or in your CONNECT Group (you 
can also do it on “The Southland Scoop,” our Facebook 

page). Also, see page 3 for more details.  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on August 28. 

Make sure you check out 

the “LIVE OUT” section 

(pages 15-16). There, 

we’ve highlighted several 

upcoming ways you can join us in 

supporting our local ministry partners. 
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Congratulations to Waylon Doty who came forward at the end of 

service on Sunday, July 14. Later that afternoon, he was immersed into 

Christ by Matt. We rejoice with Waylon in his decision! 

We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest 

Southland member: Megan Williamson. She has been an active 

part of the Southland family for awhile now, but we are certainly glad 

to have her officially join us in this way! 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

Typically, when we think of events in the church FAMILY, we are focusing on 
church-wide events like FLOURISH or other events we have scattered 
throughout the year. In a different way, we typically think of VBS as a 
children’s ministry event - it’s for our young people. Yet, at our 2019 VBS, it 
became obvious once again how much this annual week is truly a church 
FAMILY-wide event. Consider these things that happened within the context 
of this VBS week: 

  As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to learn the truth of God’s Word when it 
comes to our human race - what a timely and relevant message to be passing on! 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, kids were able to find a place where they could experience 
LOVE - even God’s love - through the conduit of other people. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, much fun was had as evidenced by the rampant smiling 
and laughter that filled the building. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, so, so many volunteers - young and not-so-young - (see 
page 13 for a list) came together … each one contributing by doing his or her own part for the 
good of the whole. This includes others who were not able to actually be here for the week 
itself, but helped with donations, prayed, etc. 

 As it’s supposed to be in a FAMILY, along the way, relationships were built or even established 
for the first time … serving together is such a great way to connect with others! 

VBS 2019 truly was a great week! 

Here’s one more highlight: the Southland FAMILY - obviously with help of our guests - raised over 
$1,600 to bless the work of Life of Hope in Guatemala as they provide shoes for kids so they can 
attend school. No doubt about it … VBS once again showed itself to be an opportunity for this sense 
of FAMILY to be a reality at Southland. 

 

A look back at an important Southland FAMILY event: 

Instead of just publishing more updates to the previous directory, we have 
decided to go ahead and work toward a new one. In August (it didn’t 
happen in July, obviously, as we had originally hoped), we will make 
available a draft with the contact information we have on file. During that 
time, please verify or correct that information. We then hope to have the 
new directory available in September. 
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A big “church FAMILY” event in August: 
Sunday, August 25 at 5pm: “FLOURISH 2019” …  

As mentioned on the front page, our annual FLOURISH gathering is 
an important event in the life of the Southland FAMILY. It’s an 
opportunity to share a delicious meal, enjoy some time of fellowship 
together and reflect on God’s purpose for us as His church. 

It has been a key event each and every year since 2012. It’s strategically located because of how 
our ministry calendar works (September to August) - we are ending one year and preparing to 
launch another. That makes this an appropriate night to celebrate what God has been doing and 
look forward to what is ahead. Obviously, much has happened during this past ministry year: 
from staff transitions, to the finalization of the property sale, to the ongoing renovation work 
that resulted form that, to - most importantly - many ministry highlights. Much is still unfolding. 
We come together at FLOURISH to celebrate such things that God has done; we also come to 
continue focusing on His agenda and plans for Southland.  

Of course, in the midst of those points of emphasis, a big part of the value of the evening is the 
time to simply enjoy being together as church FAMILY. In fact, as we have done in the past 
couple of years, we will build into the evening some time for intentional relationship connecting. 
That FAMILY theme we utilized a couple of years in a row is one that we have wanted to make 
sure we continue incorporating. Indeed, this overall sense of FAMILY is a key part of this night. 

There are aspects of FLOURISH that make it best for us to get RSVP’s (e.g. 
because we share a delicious meal, we also need to know how many are 
coming; the same is true of our need for childcare for our younger kids, 
etc.). So, please take a moment to let us know if you are coming or not 

(please RSVP “YES” or “NO” - we’d like to know either way). You can do that starting Sunday, 
8/4 in your Connect Group or at the display in the foyer (it can be done on our Facebook page as 
well - “The Southland Scoop” … find it on FB and ask to join if you’re not already connected). 

Each year, we have a theme for FLOURISH - it is a crucial part of that evening itself as well as a 
point of emphasis we carry forward into the new ministry year. At last year’s FLOURISH, we 
focused on our “STRIVE” theme. For the two years prior to that, we emphasized this idea of 
church FAMILY … it matters! Prior to that, we had an emphasis on “BEYOND!” - our faith is not 
about just what happens within the walls of the church, but how it’s LIVED OUT beyond here. 
This year, we are again going to have such a theme … (DRUMROLL PLEASE): but, we’re not 
going to be sharing it until FLOURISH 2019 itself! We look forward to the ways it will shape our 
night together as well as how we move forward into a new ministry year! 

Two more upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities: 
Sunday, September 1 at 9:30am - join us on Labor Day weekend for 
another “donuts and pastries breakfast” (as we did back in May). Even if the 
food is not the healthiest, it’s a more relaxed opportunity to come connect 
with others in the SCC family. Make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 

“Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” event (the specific DATE/TIME are yet to be determined/
announced … likely a Sunday in October) - we’re looking forward to this autumnal opportunity 
to enjoy time together as a church FAMILY. 
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
As we have shared in the last two editions of the Vine, each summer we go 
through a process designed to help us identify potential new elders for our 
church family. The LEADERSHIP of a church FAMILY certainly matters, and 
the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. Throughout this process, we are 
using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information about how it works 

and to update you regarding our progress. (You can check out the previous editions of “The Vine” for more details about this 
process as a whole.)  

During the June update, we mentioned that 2 names were submitted during this year’s recommendation phase. At 
this point, neither of those is going to pursue the opportunity for this particular year. Many times, this does end up 
boiling down to being simply a matter of timing and availability at this specific juncture in life.  

We have one elder (Bob Wood) going on sabbatical after six years of consecutive service and another elder (Pat 
Little) coming back from such a sabbatical. Pat will join Warren Burros, Ernie Emmerton and Terry Ochs 
as those serving as elders for this upcoming ministry year. As Lead Pastor, Matt Martin is also considered a part 
of this elder team.  

As part of this process each year, we share the LEADERSHIP portion of our Southland “covenant;” it’s a way of 
providing a reminder about what leaders at SCC have committed to do.  After sharing the commitments made 

specifically by elders in May and more generally by elders/staff in June, we have provided the staff-specific 
commitments in this edition  (see the “We Do!” section on page 6). 

PROPERTY Update - Ongoing Maintenance/Improvements: 
Most recently, the main developments from the property sale have come in the MAINTENANCE/BUILDING 

IMPROVEMENTS front. Back in June, we completed the work in the fellowship hall and kitchen. Included 

with this project were the following tasks: new flooring in the main office areas, two exterior doors in the 

auditorium replaced and some work on the outside of the building by the entrance. Now that this major 

project is done, we still have others we are planning to address along the way. Be on the lookout for fresh 

paint, work done on ceilings in the foyer/main hallway and new folding chairs as we continue using some of 

the property sale proceeds to do work on various parts of our building. 

While such projects are not the essence of our ministry, they are certainly valuable to our building and the 

overall life of the Southland FAMILY! 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). We are in normal groups for Summer 2019. At this 

point, the next Sunday when groups are not meeting as normal is September 1 (Labor 

Day weekend - donuts and pastries breakfast). 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. 
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Other Events (listed by date): 

Sunday, August 4 … kids will be singing VBS songs during ENCOUNTER and participating in 

day #5 of “The Incredible Race” during “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” and “Kid ENCOUNTER.” 

Saturday, August 10 … a group serving a meal at Harmony House (later afternoon, around 

dinner time); talk to Tim Prater for more details. 

Sunday, August 11 through Sunday, September 1 … we will be collecting supplies 

for Show-Me Christian Youth Home. Look for the donation table in the foyer 

starting that day. See page 16 for more details. 

Sunday, August 18 … the Todds (upcoming youth mission project) will be at Southland; see 

pages 7 and 8 for details of what this will include for our kids/youth. 

Sunday, August 18 after our ENCOUNTER worship service … our student 

ministries will be hosting an informational meeting for parents (for students of 

all ages, K through high school). 

Sunday, August 18 … Group Huddle’s kick-off event at Springfield’s Incredible Pizza. See 

page 8 for more details. 

Sunday, August 25 at 5pm … our 2019 FLOURISH gathering (see page 3). 

Sunday, September 1 at 9:30am … donuts and pastries breakfast; no Connect 

Groups or kids’ Sunday School classes (normal 10:30 programming). 

Wednesday, September 4 … the first night of our new CULTIVATE year. 

Saturday, September 7 … we have again been invited to join “Show-Me Christian Youth Home” 

for its annual open house; see page 16 for more details. 

Sunday, September 8 … normal Group Huddle resumes for the school year. 

Friday, September 20 … a women’s ministry event (more details to follow). 

Saturday, September 21 … CCH golf tournament; see page 16. 

Friday, September 27 through Saturday, September 28 … Middle School Getaway at Ozark 

Christian College. See page 9. 

Saturday, September 28 … The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk-4-Life;” see page 16. 

Be looking for other details during the month of August and the next edition of “The Vine” 

with specific dates and plans as we move towards a new ministry year. 

INCOME … 

 Regular tithe for June = $35,023 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,004 

60  

 Regular tithe for July = $29,317 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,329 

25  

Our total tithe for the ministry year (September 2018 through August 2019) is $396,555 for a weekly 

average of a little over $8,260 … this projects to a little under $429,600 for the year. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … June and July 2019 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot 
of one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

As with any other area, we believe that leadership should set the pace - it’s to be a higher level of 

responsibility. That’s why a significant part of our covenant deals with the commitments made by SCC 

leaders. In conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders, this is overall a good time of 

year to share these. In the May edition, we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in 

their unique leadership role. In the June edition, we highlighted those commitments made by elders and 

staff together. So, it seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to share the staff commitments - 

what have SCC staff members committed themselves to as part of the leadership here? We have provided 

a list in the space below. Again, as a reminder, these are in addition to the commitments made by both 

elders and staff in the “general commitments” section. 

Staff COMMITMENTS — made by ministry staff as part of the leadership team: 

 We covenant to embrace the direction and priorities established by the elders, affirming the unique 

place of leadership God has entrusted to them. 

 We covenant to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance for how we creatively implement His plans in our 

specific areas of ministry. 

 We covenant to partner with other staff members, functioning as a unified team for both greater 

effectiveness and, more importantly, God’s glory. 

 We covenant to work with volunteer ministry leaders and other staff in designing and effectively 

implementing the work of ministry here. 

 We covenant to set the pace for ministry at Southland, being out on the front lines as servant-

leaders carrying-out the special work He has given and gifted each of us to do. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the effort appropriate for servants of Christ investing ourselves in 

eternally significant work (e.g. the right heart, commitment, humility, etc.). 

 We covenant to be “workers worth our keep” (see Matthew 10:10) so that through our faithful, 

diligent service we earn the financial compensation we receive. 

 We covenant to be faithful in how we handle the day-to-day operations of Southland Christian 

Church, living out Kingdom values such as integrity and excellence. 
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      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

During the month of August, there are a couple of Sundays we need to make special note about 
when it comes to “Kid ENCOUNTER:” 

Sunday, August 4 This will be an extended time (all kids pre-K through 5th grade will 
sing a couple of VBS songs at the opening of service, before being 
dismissed for the rest of the time). Kids will be participating in day 
#5 of “The Incredible Race” VBS as they finish the curriculum. 

Sunday, August 18 The youth mission partners for the new year (Allen & Marilynn 
Todd) will be with us on this day. They will be sharing about their 
upcoming church-planting work in New South Wales, Australia. 
Each week’s offering in “Kid ENCOUNTER” supports this effort.  

Our 2019 VBS is in the books and it was another great 
edition! Each night, kiddos up through middle school came to 
have fun while learning about the incredible human race!  

Among all of the highlights of the week (and there were 
many!), we raised over $1,600 to support Life of Hope’s 
work in Guatemala. Not only did we meet the goal of $1,100 
needed to purchase shoes for kids, we far exceeded that. 
We look forward to hearing how these extra funds are going 
to be used by Life of Hope as part of their ministry efforts 
in Guatemala. 

We are grateful for all who attended. Of course, we also want to thank everyone who made 
this amazing week possible by volunteering their time, talents and loving hearts to make an 
impact in the lives of all the kids who attended (see page 13 for more specific “THANK 
YOUs” related to VBS). It was truly a great team of workers!! 

“Children of Praise” - Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm (starts Sept. 4) 

We are still working through all the specifics, but for now (it’s still a 
tentative set of plans that is subject to change), the plan during Wednesday 
evening “CULTIVATE” this fall, is again to spend the evenings rehearsing 
songs, learning choreography, practicing drama and more, all in preparation 
for their annual Children of Praise Christmas drama and musical. It’s always 
a great experience! 
 

The 2019 Fall Junior Bash (for 3rd-5th graders) at Maranatha is October 5 and 6 (a Friday into 
Saturday). Get the dates on your calendar and be looking for more information coming soon. 

ATTENTION Parents: Check out the top of the next page about an upcoming meeting. 
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Attention all Southland PARENTS … there is an 
informational meeting on Sunday, August 18 after our 
ENCOUNTER service (for parents of kids entering 
kindergarten through high school). It’s a time to share about 
the year ahead and take care of some important details like 
liability forms for the year. Please plan to be there! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” at Incredible Pizza  

Sunday, August 18 from 4:30-9pm (when the vans 

will depart from and return to Southland) 

The cost for the evening (see details below) is $20. 

It’s time to kick-off a new year and we know just the place to release your back-to-

school excitement! Incredible Pizza is offering a great deal to our group. The $20 allows you to 

enjoy the all-you-care-to-eat buffet, have a $10 game card for playing on some of the newest 

arcade games in the area and be able to enjoy 3 of their attractions - laser tag, bumper cars, go 

carts and the tilt-a-whirl. Make plans to come and join us for this fun, memorable night. 

After FLOURISH (Sunday, August 25) and Labor Day weekend (September 1), normal 

Sunday evening Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 8 (6-8pm each week)! 

A Sunday School note for Middle School and High school students - Sunday, August 18 ...  

On this day, these two classes will be combined (likely in the Great Room) as we host Allen and 

Marilynn Todd. The Todds had visited us back in April as our missionaries for this upcoming year 

of Group Huddle. They are going to be involved in a church-planting effort in New South Wales, 

Australia. It worked for them to be back with us on this particular Sunday morning. They will be 

sharing as part of this combined Sunday School time. 

Middle School/High School “CULTIVATE” (Wednesdays) 

A new year of CULTIVATE begins Wednesday, September 4. Later in August, we will be sharing 

more specific details about what this will mean for middle school and high school students. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
The 2019 “Middle School Getaway” at Ozark 

Christian College is Friday, September 27 through 
Saturday, September 28. 

 

The “Getaway” is a great experience designed especially for middle school students (those in 6th-8th 
grades). The registration cost is $35. There is a sign-up sheet at the display in the south foyer. 
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MOVE Conference FOLLOW-UP ...  
Thanks to the support and prayers of the Southland family, the 

summer MOVE conference was another incredible experience for our 

high school students and their sponsors. This year, the group went to 

the conference at John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 

The following entries are from a few of those who attended this year’s MOVE Conference and were 

asked to share about the experience: 

From Madi Brothers (incoming high school freshman) …  

MOVE conference was a beneficial and enjoyable experience. Many people opened-up and grew during 

the week. The worship music was beautiful and the sermons were inspiring. We grew in old 

relationships and began new ones. The whole environment was happy and inviting. This conference 

gave us the right amount of pressure to move us on the path that leads us to God. 

From Kristin Londeen …  

After a 14-year absence from MOVE conferences, I thoroughly enjoyed spending this week with our 

youth and sponsors. We learned about Elijah and how God continued to use Him for His purposes. We 

were challenged to let God use us for His purposes. Our stories (as the theme went) are all “To be 

CONTINUED …” As we seek to do God’s will, I pray that we remember this Psalm: “Those who know 

Your Name trust in You; for You, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek You.”  

From Jonathan Falconer (outgoing senior - last year of MOVE) …  

Every year, CIY brings something new to learn and experience. Considering that this year was my last 

year to be able to attend, I’ve had time to reflect on how God has worked within me these past few 

years. With the big music and powerful altar calls, church camp tends to be a highly emotional 

experience. For a majority of my CIY experiences, that was what I wanted – that “religious high” as we 

often call it. Going into this year, however, that was the last thing I was after; I sought wisdom and 

wanted God to give me clarity about what direction to take my life.  To put it bluntly, God had a 

different idea.   

At every camp I’ve gone to this summer, I’ve had an agenda for what I wanted God to do. Through 

multiple experiences, God slowly broke down my pride and understanding to teach me two things: (1) 

that He is the one in charge and (2) to be patient. During the week, I was gradually reminded that I 

need to stop talking and to simply listen. Within all my planning and chatter, I left no room for God to 

just be God and reveal Himself. It’s something I’m still trying to work on.        

As the week progressed, God showed up in many beautiful ways. I felt His joy and power whenever I 

would see someone find salvation and invite God into their lives. I felt awe and wonder at the sound 

of 930 voices singing the same song as one. And if you’ve never had the chance to hear that, it’s a 

glorious sound. I saw God’s power at work this year in a different but wonderful way. CIY is what you 

make it, and if you’re willing to listen and engage, He will work in you. Every new year brings a new 

lesson, and what I’ve learned this year is that though God doesn’t always work the way you want 

Him to, He still works nonetheless.   
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southlandwomen 
A NOTE as we move toward a new ministry year ... 
Kristie and the women’s ministry team are continuing to work on plans for September and beyond. In the midst 
of other women’s ministry plans, part of this will include Wednesday night CULTIVATE “Deeper Life Groups” - 
an opportunity for Southland ladies to join others in a small group format for this opportunity to study God’s 
Word, pray and build relationships. 

The next women’s ministry event on Friday, September 20. 
A part of the women’s ministry plan is to offer about four different events throughout the 
year. The goal of these is to provide a time for Southland ladies of all ages to come 
together - often in a relaxed context - to enjoy time building relationships with one another 
(like the “Summer Sundae Sunday” event back in July). At times, this may include a speaker; 
other times, it may be a craft-themed event, or something different yet. 

The next event is on the calendar for Friday evening, September 20. We will communicate 
more details as we get closer, but the plan is to offer an artistic opportunity as we 
participate in a fall-themed decorative painting project. 

We hope you have the date on the calendar and join us for this time! 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
Plans are in the 

works for the new 
ministry year with 
Box Top Girls (BTG). 

In August, we will 
communicate dates 
for the first meeting 

of the new year.  

A NOTE about the men’s ministry:  While we continue to work towards identifying the best way to do men ’s 

ministry at Southland (e.g. service projects, times to do something fun together, etc.), here are a couple of 

features that are going to be part of things moving forward: 

We are going to continue the meals at Harmony House once a quarter (at least through the end of 

2019, we’ve committed to this length of time). The next one is Saturday, August 10; see Tim Prater if 

you are willing/able to help with this. After that, the next one is in November. 

As mentioned above, we are going to continue the Deeper Life Groups format as part of CULTIVATE on 

Wednesday nights (resumes Wednesday, September 4). These include opportunities for guys to be 

together for reflecting on God’s Word, praying together and building relationships - realities that 

should certainly be foundational building blocks for men’s ministry. 
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Some notes about 
ENCOUNTER 

CONNECT 
and GROW DEEP 

Due to this condensed edition of “The Vine,” we have consolidated these priorities into a single 
page. At this point, there is not much new that needs to be shared … except what is below. 

ENCOUNTER-related information (Sundays at 10:30am): 

Our preaching calendar: Sunday, August 4  Preaching our VBS theme 

     Sunday, August 11  Rick preaching 

Beyond that, our preaching plan through September 1 is more of a potpourri … no series/theme 

connecting one week to the next. We are also working toward our main Fall 2019 sermon series.  

NOTE: we are still considering a different kind of service (e.g. an extended time of praise) on the 

morning of FLOURISH 2019 - Sunday, August 25.  

Some notes about CONNECT Groups (Sunday mornings at 9am - Sunday School 
classes for kids/youth at the same time): 

 We have been in “normal” Connect Groups for the whole summer (except for the day of the Guatemala 
 trip report - July 21). This continues as we move forward. Check out the flyers in the foyer for more 
 information about our Connect Groups more broadly and where different groups meet. 

 There is a possibility that we do a church-wide curriculum - still in these normal groups - once we get to 
 September and beyond. 

 The only upcoming date when groups will not be meeting as normal is Sunday, September 1 - the Sunday of 
 Labor Day weekend … the morning of another church “FAMILY” donuts and pastries breakfast. 

The GROW DEEP priority - an update re: the upcoming session of  CULTIVATE: 

As we did last year, we are again going to be using the “Deeper Life Group” format: groups of 5-7 

people - men together and women together (we have had a hybrid/mixed option as well) - for Bible 

study, relational encouragement and prayer. Be looking for more information to be communicated 
sometime in August. Plans for our young people are shared in the relevant section for kids/youth. 

If you can help with CULTIVATE meals, we are re-formatting how we do those this year. See the note 

on the next page (“BUILD UP” section), for more details about volunteering to serve in this way. 
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve.  

Here are some specific “holes” we have as of now: 

 For CULTIVATE meals on Wednesday evenings … we are needing the following role 

filled: (1) someone to coordinate/lead a team that will prepare meals - either one point 

person for sevearl weeks or volunteers to lead 2-3 weeks each + (2) some people/teams 

who can take care of the sides needed for meals when we order pizza and/or have 

something catered. 

 We are also needing someone to handle the purchasing of kitchen supplies as we 

coordinate between meals for CULTIVATE, Group Huddle and other normal church use. 

 Those who are interested in serving with our C.O.P (“Children of Praise”) team on 

Wednesday evenings during Cultivate … for grade school and pre-K kids. 

 Those who are willing to help by serving at the Welcome Center. 

If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards available 

by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 

We have several volunteers that we need to make sure we 

recognize in this section of “The Vine” … so many, that we 

need the whole next page as well! 

A “THANK YOU” to those who served as 2019 “MOVE” sponsors: Julie Brothers, Kale Kilgo, 

Les & Kristin Londeen, Kendall Wooldridge and Brad Worthy. 

A “THANK YOU” to Pam Foster plus the team she organized to take care of the funeral meal 

for Pat Burge’s family. 

A “THANK YOU” to those who helped with the Randleman’s move in July - way too many 

individual volunteers to list, but certainly a great crew. 

A well-deserved “THANK YOU” to Simeon Martin and Nate Martin for helping to construct the 

carts and organize our new folding chairs (just one of many “behind-the-scenes” ways they 

regularly serve as “volunteers” … or, perhaps better put, as those “voluntold” by their Dad). 

Our 2019 VBS (“The Incredible Race”) is in the books. It makes this an 

appropriate time to extend a tremendous “THANK YOU!” to so many people 

who were a part of making it a success. This kind of week is only possible 

through the investment of many people willing to serve; in fact, it’s a great 

picture of many parts functioning as one unit. See the next page for a full list. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 
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Below is a list of those who served (our apologies for any omissions.): 

“THANK YOU” to Megan Williamson who played a key role assisting our STAFF TEAM in 

the overall organization/leadership (this includes handling various tasks along the way). 

“THANK YOU” to Debbie Nelson and Liz Wood for providing pre-VBS meals for workers. 

“THANK YOU” to Kristie Martin for coordinating the Pre-K portion of our VBS along with a 

team of volunteers: Andrea Conboy, Sara Emmerton, Becky Goeringer, Abi Hoenshell, 

Debbie Hoenshell, Katie Kilgo, Amber Neil, Traci Prater and Carol Ricke. 

“THANK YOU” to those who served in the various grade school rotations (the underlined 

names are those who took the point in planning/preparing these areas in advance): 

Stella Falconer, Ronna Ford and Brenda Ochs for leading the crafts. 

Tim Cobb, Lisa Deckard and Will Deckard for leading the science section. 

Caroline Stewart for leading the snacks with help from several of the Empty Nesters: 

Vera Bridgeford, Peggy Clayton, Kristi Cribbs, Betty Hein, Joan Humphries, 

Brenda MacLachlan, Sue Malina, Edith Moody and Merilyn Morgan. 

Donna Lillard for leading the “Refueling Station” (LESSONS) as well as our teachers: 

Sean Falconer, A.J. Gegg and Matt Martin. 

Stefani Hall for leading the memory work area. 

Simeon Martin with Billy & Jessica Constantine for leading the games. 

Ashley Worthy for leading the missions section - Devin Chance from Life of Hope was 

with us on Wednesday evening as well. 

“THANK YOU” to all of the crew leaders who led the kids to their stations, building 

relationships, showing God’s love and making this a great experience for them: Amanda 

Butler, Marsha Foster, Terra Gegg, Mike Goeringer, Thomas Hall, Tommy Hall, Cary & 

Linda Jones, Ken Nelson, Terry Ochs and Cheryl Wuerch. 

“THANK YOU” to those who led the opening and closing time: Les Londeen and Brad 

Worthy with an assist from Carson Moore as well as those who helped with the music: Adam 

Faulkner, Anna Martin, Nate Martin and Jessica McAnally (with junior “motions assistants” 

Harmony and Grace); this also includes Rick Randleman who ran the tech end of things. 

“THANK YOU” to our photographers: Anna Martin and Rick Randleman (he also put the 

video together). 

“THANK YOU” to the registration team of Julie Brothers, Cheryl McAnally, Jill Sims and 

Jenelle Smith with an assist from Madi Brothers, Linda Longo and Kira Smith. 

“THANK YOU” to Abbi Miller and Ezri Smith for helping in the nursery area. 

“THANK YOU” to Les Londeen who led a middle school section helped by Micah Brothers, 

Adam Faulkner, Javan Londeen, Kristin Londeen, Lauren Marsh and Brad Worthy. 

“THANK YOU” to our security team:  Brad Foseter, Andy Lillard, Matt Neil and Tim Prater. 

“THANK YOU” to those who invested time decorating before VBS (specifically Sean 

Falconer, Kristie Martin, Debbie Nelson, Megan Williamson, Brad & Ashley Worthy and 

many more) and cleaning-up/resetting the building at the end of Thursday evening . 

Other various VBS volunteers:   Douglas Arnold, Sandy Arneson, Mike Cosgrove, Kale 

Kilgo, Mike Owsley, Anna Randleman and Emily Weber. 
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Serving Schedule – AUGUST 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

8/4 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

8/11 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——–— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) —–——| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

8/18 
2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)  |—–—— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ——–—| 

Launch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

8/25 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Volunteers needed (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

8/4 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Cheryl and Sean Boland 
8/11 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

8/18 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

8/25 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

8/4 - 8:50-10:00am 
8/4 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Susan Graves 

Cheryl McAnally 
Graves Family 

8/11 - 8:50-10:20am 
8/11 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

8/18 - 8:50-10:20am 
8/18 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Abbi Miller 

Amanda Miller 
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller 

8/25 - 8:50-10:00am 
8/25 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Megan Miller 

Amanda Miller 
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

8/4 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Stefani Hall & Les Londeen (VBS Day 5) 

8/11 Kristin L. - Macy S. Tim & Traci Prater 

8/18 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Les Londeen with Andy & Donna Lillard 

8/25 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Brad & Ashley Worthy 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. We want to provide you with some specific ways you 

can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.showmehelping

kids.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we provided a preliminary total for the “Baby Bottle 

Boomerang” fundraiser to support the Pregnancy Care Center (it ran from Mother’s Day 

through Father’s Day). It's another way for us to be involved in living out God's values 

and priorities when it comes to the sanctity of human life. 

The total collected through the 2019 “Baby Bottle Boomerang” was $779  
51. Great 

job Southland family; thanks for your generosity in supporting the PCC in this way! 

We are grateful to partner with the PCC in service to Christ in our community. 

In past summers at “back-to-school” time, we collected cookies to help CCH in their efforts to 

reach out to new students; but, they no longer do that specific project. However, as they start a 

new school year, it’s still a great time to be in prayer for their ministry. It’s also a time when we 

can help support the work they do. So, if you would like to specifically give to CCH during this particular season, we 

would encourage you to consider giving a “love offering.” Just indicate somehow (by writing “CCH” in the memo line of 

a check or by putting it in an envelope with “CCH” on the outside) that you are giving to them. Any money donated in 

this way will be sent on to specifically bless their back-to-school ministry work this year. 
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The “Empty Nesters” Connect Group is once again leading an effort to support the Show-Me 

Christian Youth Home near Sedalia, Missouri. From Sunday, August 11 and through Sunday, 

September 1, there will be a display in the alcove (north end of the auditorium) where we will 

be collecting donation items. Whatever comes in will be taken to the Show-Me open house on 

Saturday, September 7. 

As far as what to donate (there will be a list available at the display with more specifics), it would best to donate 

household items like trash bags, paper towels, toilet paper, band-aids, etc. or food items like breakfast cereals, canned 

goods, etc. Really, it’s the kinds of things that any large family would use on a routine basis. There is supposedly even 

a way that you can check out their “wish list” at amazon.com - just search for “Show Me Christian Youth Home” to 

access that. 

Speaking of Show-Me’s open house (see details about the event to 

the right), let the office know if you would like to join the group 

that is going up for that event. The event is Saturday, September 7 

from 10am to 3pm. As the donations are delivered, it also offers a 

great opportunity to find out more about the great work being 

done through Show-Me, one of our local ministry partners.  

In addition to such service-oriented opportunities, there are also a couple of “FUN” opportunities during the upcoming 

weeks and months to help support our ministry partners. 

Saturday, September 21 (actual start time is 8am) 

A 2– person scramble at the Bill & Payne Stewart 

Golf Course in north Springfield 

Cost is $65/person (all-inclusive) 

Proceeds go to support CCH’s mission trips. 

If  you are interested, you can sign-up directly with CCH or talk to Rick. 

At 9am on Saturday, September 28 the Pregnancy Care Center will 

be hosting its annual “Walk 4 Life.” This year, it will again be at the 

PCC facility at 1342 E. Primrose. Be looking for more details as the 

event gets closer. For now, just make sure you have the date in 

mind. It’s a great way for us to support the work of the PCC! 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really the 

only way one of our partners can communicate with us. 

Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. 

It’s another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

