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The youth yard sale is coming 
soon … DONATIONS are needed 

(see page 4 for details)! 

Join us as we celebrate the 
Good News of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection! 

Good Friday - April 2 … service at 7pm 

Resurrection Sunday - April 4 … one 

service at 10:30am. We will have our normal 

ministry programming for kids and overflow 

seating available, if necessary. 

Our 2021 “LIVE 
OUT: Service Day” 
is Sunday, May 2. 

See page 17 for more 
information about this day; 
we’re looking forward to it! 



2 

 

Southland “FAMILY” News 
We are excited to continue moving - when and as appropriate - toward a 
greater and greater sense of “normal” (whatever that even is anymore). As it 
is in so many other aspects of life, so it is here within the Southland FAMILY. 
We’re getting there, for sure! That includes resuming so much of what we have 
traditionally done together as part of our church life. Whether it’s a special 

event (many in May through the Summer) or our normal ministry programming, we will keep 
striving for the right balance. We want to make sure that what we are doing is safe/healthy/wise. 
At the same time, we want to remain focused on carrying-out the ministry and mission of 
Southland, within our church family and beyond. We have been striving towards this end 
throughout this COVID-impacted season. May His blessings be upon us as we continue to do so! 

As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following 
reminders and updates in this gradual re-gathering phase. Much of this is 
repeated from previous months, but we wanted to make sure we keep it in 
front of our church family as more people are returning to participate with us 
“in person.” As we have mentioned before, during this season of COVID-19, we 
are striving to implement in a reasonable and responsible way the guidelines 
that have been established.  

An important update to highlight (still in force as of the publishing of this edition in late March): 

Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, we are included under the city’s 
mask ordinance. For specific details about this requirement (please note that there are 
exceptions related to criteria such as age, pre-existing conditions, the possibility of 
appropriate distancing, etc.), you can access it here:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417 

Beyond those specific exceptions, we ask that people adhere to the masking regulation 
whenever they are participating in our church family life at Southland.  

During this season when there are still some who have not yet felt comfortable returning to a 
place with a larger crowd of people, we continue to take a HYBRID approach as much as possible 
- both an in-person gathering and an online option. Even with our elective classes at 9:30am, we 
are making these available online. 

Otherwise, throughout our ministries, we continue to work at adhering to appropriate COVID-19 
guidelines. For example, see page 15 for ongoing impacts on our ENCOUNTER gatherings. 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make 
sure we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. 
That’s all the more true as we keep making adjustments.  

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called 
“The Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to our church family. If 
you’re not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member.  

We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and 
other updates); please make sure we have your best address. One of the best ways 
you can do this is by using our new online platform; see the next page for details. 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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One of the privileges and responsibilities we have in Christ is 
belonging to one another as church FAMILY. It’s part of God’s design 
for us in Christ. There are particular times when it becomes especially 
important for us to care for one another as church family.  

We’ve shared about this before, but here at Southland, we are still in 
one of those seasons now with the Neil family. Matt and Amber’s son 
Isaiah was diagnosed with a form of cancer earlier in 2021. It is 
treatable and the prognosis is good; yet, it’s still a challenging 

journey, for sure. We want to continue encouraging you to be a blessing to them during this time. 
Most importantly, please continue praying - it’s the most practical thing we can do on their 
behalf. We do communicate occasional updates through our prayer e-mail. Beyond that, there 
are other specific ways you can help as well: namely, sending cards and giving financially to bless 
them. We ask that you check out what we have communicated previously (e.g. it’s still included 
as an “announcement” within “The Southland Scoop” on Facebook). If you happened to miss that 
information or cannot access it, let the office staff know and we’ll get it to you.  

May this continue be a time when we truly come alongside the Neils 
and love on them as their church FAMILY! 

As we shared last month (and wanted to highlight again), we are getting 
ready to launch an exciting new tool called “Church Center.” It’s part of 
Planning Center which is used by our worship team and as our kids’ check-
in system. For sure, one of the more helpful aspects of this is how 
everything can now become integrated. This will also allow us to keep 
directory information more up-to-date … even something you as an 
individual or household can manage directly on your own! Along the way, we will be able to 
share directory information electronically, even on your phone via an app. Yes, there will also be 
a way to print copies of the directory as well for those who prefer a paper copy. 

In this process, we need your help. Specifically, here is what we need you to do (thank you to 
those who have already done this!): 

 You should have already received an invitation (it will be identified as coming from 
“Debbie Jennings [Southland Christian Church]”); if you don’t receive this, please e-mail 
 info@gosouthland.org and let us know. 

 That invitation will prompt you to log-in using your cell phone number or e-mail which 
will match you to the information we already have pre-loaded into the system; this will 
 initiate a verification code being sent to you. 

 Using that code, you will then be able to access the directory information and edit the 
details that are pre-loaded into the system. We have already entered the contact details 
that we had on file. If you would, please also upload a picture of yourself/your family. 

PLEASE NOTE: As part of that process, you will also be able to control what gets shared 
publicly with others in the Southland family. The default does allow your contact 
information to be seen by others within our Southland family. 

This is going to be such a helpful tool as more and more people complete this process! 

As mentioned before, there is even an app (called “Church Center App”) that is available to 
allow you to log-in and update your info in an even easier way. You should be able to find it in 
your app store. There are all kinds of ways this is going to add to the benefit of “Church Center.” 
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life 
of the Southland family. While there is much more information elsewhere, we want to make sure 
we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the 
“MOVE” Conference (part of the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, 
and part of how the broader Southland family can support our 
young people is through the annual YOUTH YARD SALE. This is the 
big fundraising event for our students attending MOVE. This year’s 
sale will be on Friday, April 30 & Saturday, May 1.  

Les is already accepting donations for the sale. Obviously, such donations are crucial to making 
the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way. You can bring 
items to the south foyer of the church. If you would like to have your items picked-up from your 
house, call Les to arrange the logistics required for making this happen (417-773-1650). We’re 
looking forward to another successful fundraiser fueled by your generosity! 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 2 (see page 17). It’s a great day 
within the Southland family as SERVING becomes our intentional church-wide focus. 
We go out into our community to show love through practical action. Please put the 
date on your calendars and make plans to join us for this day! 

Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 are the dates for our 2021 
VBS - “Time Lab.” Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church 
family. This year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … 
from the very beginning to the very end! We have brought this theme 
forward from our canceled 2020 VBS. Over the next few months, we’ll share ways that we 
need your help. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us 
to grow as we work together! We are having a lunch meeting for VBS leaders on March 28. 

Graduation Recognition … Part of what we do each year is 
celebrate our graduates - after all, it’s part of what a FAMILY does! As 
we prepare for the 2021 season, we are trying to make sure we have 
not left out the names of any graduates (high school or college) who 
are connected directly to the Southland family. Here’s the list we have: 

2021 high school graduates:  

 Elijah Bailey (Willard H.S.)  Luke Bryant (Parkview H.S.) 

 Ian Deckard (Republic H.S.) Simeon Martin (New Covenant Academy) 

 Hannah McKinney (Homeschool)  Tristyn Sanderson (Willard H.S.)    

 Truman Seal (Kickapoo H.S.)  Ezri Smith (Willard H.S.)   

PARENTS of 2021 high school grads:  please see the note on page 12. 

Please let Les (high school) or Rick (college) know if there are other graduates directly 
connected to the Southland family that we have missed so we can recognize them as 

part of our 2021 graduation recognition. 
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.): 
MEXICO Mission Trip … July 31 - August 7 (Saturday-to-Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” See page 18 for more 
details about this opportunity to LIVE OUT faith. The work of planning is well 
underway for this trip. 

In addition to these events, there will be others that we add to the calendar for this 
Summer as it gets nearer (e.g. our annual church family picnic typically in June and our 
annual FLOURISH gathering - set for the evening of Sunday, August 29). We are excited 

for such events to happen after missing so many of them last year! 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

The following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

PROPERTY Update: 
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property development and other 

projects. We now have a Starbucks - at least the external shell of one - as our neighbors; it should be 

opening sometime soon. Obviously, the construction process has had ongoing implications for us; 

while the work impacting our entrance is now completed, it’s going to continue impacting us. 

 Once they are operating normal business on Sunday mornings, it is going to create some 

potential issues when it comes to traffic flow and our Republic Road entrance. That’s 

especially the case because of the way their drive-through traffic will exit. There will likely be 

some occasional bottle-necks. We do, of course, still have the right to use this entrance.  

Here are a couple of options if/when that happens: (1) Once you enter, if you continue on 

through their parking lot (on the west side of their building), you will eventually be able to 

connect to the south edge of our property; this is a part of the overall development. (2) Please 

do remember that the other entrance off of Kansas Avenue remains available as well. 

We encourage you to be aware and use caution as we become acclimated to the traffic flow. 

 Sometime in the next few months, we will be re-sealing and re-striping the rest of our parking 

lot. This is something that simply needs to happen occasionally.  

Obviously, this whole process has had an impact on us and our property. Thank you for your patience 

in this process and do ask that it continues; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am … ministry programming for all ages; see page 15 for more 

information including details about our current round of electives (for March and April). 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see pp. 14-15). 

Sunday evenings from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see 

pp. 11-12 for the schedule and more details). 

Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am … WSA (Ladies’ Bible study - a new session launched 

on March 25 and runs through April 29); see page 13. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, March 26 … regular meeting of Box Top Girls (6-8:15pm). 

Friday, April 2 … Good Friday service at Southland (7pm). 

Sunday, April 4 … Resurrection Sunday - for 2021, only 1 service at 10:30am. 

Friday, April 9 and Saturday, April 10 … senior high lock-in (see page 12). 

Saturday, April 10 … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet; for information about 

how to participate in this year's event, see page 17. 

Friday, April 23/30 … the next regular monthly meeting of Box Top Girls (6-8:15pm). 

Sunday, April 28 … due date for the 2nd “MOVE” Conference deposit ($65 due to Les). 

Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

Sunday, May 2 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see page 17); on this day, we have a 

briefer ENCOUNTER service at 9am followed by serving in the community. 

A few more dates for your Summer calendar: 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see page 10 for specifics). 

 July 19-24 ... the high school “MOVE” Conference (see page 12 for details). 

 Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 ... “Time Lab,” our 2021 VBS. 

 Saturday, July 31 through Saturday, August 7 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For February 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Regular tithe = $47,645 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $11,911 

25  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021, up through and 

  including Sunday, March 21) = $278,835 

00  

  A weekly average of around $9,600  which projects out to a little under $500,000 annually. 
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What MATTers to me … 
We need Easter. I’ve found myself reflecting on that as we’ve been heading toward early April. I’m not referring to 
bunnies, the hunt for eggs, dressy clothes, family gatherings (though, those should be even sweeter if they are 
able to happen this year), etc. I mean what it’s really all about: we need Easter because we need the resurrection.  

Think about it. If this isn’t part of the story, the entirety of our faith has no foundation. Paul makes this point in 1 
Corinthians 15 (it’s such a rich and powerful section of Scripture) - he writes that the resurrection is absolutely 
essential to our faith in Christ; without it, there is really nothing worth following about Jesus. Indeed, everything 
rises and falls with the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. It affirms His divine identity. It validates His ministry and 
teaching. It demonstrates His victory over death and His enemies (a reality that is already completed while also 
guaranteed for the future). It assures us that His promise to us is true. Our faith in Christ needs Easter. 

Typically, I think about it in such a mind-oriented, theological sense - not in any way divorced from the realities 
of life, but just on this kind of foundational level. Here recently, though, I’ve found myself thinking about it in a 
far more heart-level kind of way. We need Easter because our hearts need to be reminded that the obvious and 
evident realities around us are not the full picture or story. That’s hard for us to remember in the midst of life.  

Part of what I do leading-up to each edition of “The Vine” is take a look back to the same edition from the 
previous year. The end-of-March was when we were in the midst of “two weeks to flatten the curve” and the 
issuing of stay-at-home orders. It was a time of great uncertainty and concern. Truth be told, so much of the 
past year has continued down that trajectory; chaos has reigned amidst ongoing racial strife, increased political 
tensions, long-term economic unpredictability, etc. In addition to all of that, we’ve lost people close to us. 
Personal relationships have been stretched and strained, some to the breaking point. Family and church life have 
been weird. Much of what we took for granted as “normal” has been turned upside-down. So many foundations 
of life have felt shaken amidst it all. Even more, we have seen an increasing movement in our culture away from 
the things of Christ toward secularism. An ongoing rapid decline in commitment to Jesus seems undeniable. In 
mere decades, some of our convictions grounded in the teaching of God’s Word have gone from being the 
majority opinion to being seen as outdated, intolerant and even hateful. It all can lead to that spot where we’re left 
weary and wondering if we’re even on the right side - because it sure doesn’t seem that way where we live. 

Amidst all of that, along comes the reality that we celebrate at Easter - we need this story of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Contrary to all that seems so obvious and evident around us, it reminds us of a truth that is deeper and more 
foundational than can be impacted by the circumstances surrounding us in our world. It reminds us that no 
matter what chaos might be swirling around us, Jesus is who He says. His words can be trusted as a sure 
foundation. His victory guarantees ours in the end. His promise is sure. Our hearts need that kind of resurrection 
reassurance in the midst of what is happening around us. 

It’s part of what Jesus seems to have had in mind the night before His death. Amidst what is known as His 
“Farewell Discourse,” He speaks these words in John 16:33 - “In this world, you will have trouble; but, take heart, 
I have overcome the world!” It’s as if Jesus knew that His followers would need that reminder over the course of 
the next several hours when they would see Him arrested, sentenced and killed. Everything that they had come to 
count on was going to disintegrate before their very eyes. And yet, in the midst of that “trouble,” it was Jesus’ 
way of reassuring them - they could have confidence even then because He had overcome. For sure, for those 
first disciples, His resurrection reversed and transformed it all. Sorrow gave way to joy. Disappointment became 
confidence. Defeat was swallowed up in victory. Death gave way to life. All because of Jesus’ resurrection. 

So for us as His followers today. In the midst of the troubles we are experiencing in our world right now, the 
powerful reality of Jesus’ resurrection continues to remind us to see beyond what is obvious and evident around 
us. Indeed, our hearts can be encouraged. Our confidence can be bolstered. Our commitment can be firm. Our 
victory is certain; our “foolishness” will be vindicated and shown to be wisdom in the end. We need Easter. It’s 
here and it is true: Christ is risen; He is risen indeed! 
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A note from RICK ... 
I love it when I read a passage from the Bible that I’ve read dozens of times and notice something completely new. 

It happened for me just the other day. I was reading through the book of 1 Thessalonians and I stumbled across a 

phrase, and a challenge, that I hadn’t given much, if any, thought to. 

Paul wrote this letter to the Thessalonian church while he was in Corinth, right around the halfway point of the first 

century. The church in Thessalonica was a young, small church in a very large and pagan city. These early 

Christians faced several challenges to their faith at every turn – including persecution and social pressures; 

temptations from their old, previous lifestyles; conflicts with other Christians and more. What we know about the 

situation facing the first readers of Paul’s letter sounds pretty familiar to our culture today. 

In the first chapter, Paul is expressing his thanksgiving for the believers in this church, sharing how they labored 

and endured in the face of the trials they were experiencing. Paul writes of how they were chosen by God and how 

they became imitators of the Lord, in spite of their severe persecution and suffering. 

Then, he writes these words in verse 7: “And so you became a model to all the believers …” 

A model … How many times have I read this passage and never noticed this phrase? 

Paul uses the churches he writes to in a similar 

manner on several occasions. He holds up 

specific churches as examples for others to 

see, using them as an encouragement for 

others to emulate. But he does it differently in 1 

Thessalonians. Here, he states that they are a 

model. By extension, I believe that this applies 

to us as well. As believers, we are called to be a 

model to other believers. 

Originally the Greek word used here referred to 

a mark or an impression made by striking 

something, like the image on a coin. In an 

ethical sense, this word referred to a model or a pattern for others to follow. And that’s how Paul uses it here. The 

Thessalonian believers did such a great job of imitating Christ and also Paul, that they became an example for the 

rest of the believers in their region. They became the example for others to follow, even as they followed and 

imitated Christ. 

As believers, we are called to model our faith for others, too. We are to live such lives, closely resembling what we 

find in the Scriptures and in Christ, so that others look to us and see what it is to live for and follow Him. 

Sometimes that means we have to model difficult things. It’s not always easy to model teachings like taking up our 

cross daily. Or turning the other cheek. Or helping those less fortunate than ourselves. Or enduring through 

persecution. Or giving even when money’s tight. Or loving the unlovable. Or praying for your enemies. Or …  

But, regardless of how easy or hard it may be, we are called to model our faith. 

So, what are you modeling? 
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We have resumed kids’ Sunday School classes - 9:30 start time each 
Sunday. See the signs in the hallways for classroom locations (please 
remember that all kids need to check-in at the nursery counter). 

 

       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time - kids will remain in service on 4/11 and 5/2 (see p. 14 for more on these two days). 

For April through June, our kids are using a curriculum called “Jesus 
Fixed It!” The focus of this series is on Jesus’ miracles recorded in the 
book of John (it’s an 8-week series, but we’re supplementing it to cover 
this whole time period). He came into our broken world to “fix” what was 
wrong, especially when it comes to the problems caused by our sin. We’re 
grateful for Les and the rest of our volunteer team who work to help our 
kids grow in their knowledge of Jesus through God’s Word! 

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 11 (under “Group Huddle Missions”) for a 
reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some of the registration information) or regulars.  

REMINDER: we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Plans are underway for our 2021 VBS (kids age 4 through 8th 
grade). Here are some preliminary details. 

Dates:  Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 (our VBS 
runs from 6-8:30 each evening)   

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has 
always existed and will exist FOREVER! 

For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. Of course, we 
will have much more to share over the next few months as we head 
towards our 2021 edition of VBS. 
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Summer Camp 2021 - Registration Details 
While the camp season was able to happen last year, we’re certainly 

looking forward to a more normal 2021 camp season at Maranatha 

Bible Camp. And, believe it or not, it is fast approaching. We’ve 

already been communicating the dates of the sessions Southland will be 

attending (they are listed below again). For now, though, what’s most 

important is that we let you know tht registration for Maranatha is 

happening during the month of April! 

Here again are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

REGISTERING for camp: Maranatha uses an electronic registration system and 
we need to provide some information about that process. There is some 
uniqueness to the way we handle things at Southland that requires some more 
details. So, instead of using paper forms, we are again sending you to their website to 
register. Use the address below for your child(ren) as well as yourself if you are planning to 
go as a sponsor (we do always appreciate such volunteers who are willing and able to serve 
in this way; please contact Les in advance if you are wanting to sponsor). 

 https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding  
(if viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on the link) 

 If you already have an account, you should be able to log back in with those credentials and 
go from there. Otherwise, you will be prompted to create an account and then proceed to 

complete the registration process. 

2 special instructions to help us with our own internal processes (e.g. scholarships, etc.): 

1. Make sure you (and any friends) choose “Southland Christian (Church).” This really is 
the only way we can know who has signed-up to attend with us. 

2. Also, select the “pay by check” option. This should make the convenience fee 
disappear (assuming everything’s the same as past years). Also, this is what needs to 
be done because we are still handling the payment process as we have in the past 
with scholarships, etc. Once all the registrations are in (the deadline is the end of 
April), we figure the amount owed by each family based on available scholarships. We 
then communicate the amount owed for each family and collect that by mid-May. 

Towards the end of April, we can make a station available to help with this electronic 
registration process if it’s needed. Of course, feel free to ask if you need any assistance. 

Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 12 (Saturday) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 17-19 (Thursday through Saturday) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 13-16 (Sunday through Wednesday) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 27 - July 2 (Sunday through Friday) 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding
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GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who 

strive to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into 

God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

Group Huddle meets from 6-8pm each week (see below for an exception). 

GROUP HUDDLE themes in January and February: 

Sunday, 3/28 TASTE IT! … “Jeepers Peepers” (Hang with all of your favorite peeps 

and enjoy sweet marshmallow treats.) 

Sunday, 4/4 No Group Huddle (Group Huddle is not meeting; celebrate Resurrection 

Sunday with your family!) 

Sunday, 4/11 PLAY IT! … “Outrageous Olympiad” (Throw on some gym shorts and 

lace up some kicks; party like a champion during our zany Olympics!) 

Sunday, 4/18 EAT IT! … “Cereal Killer” (L’eggo those Eggos because this evening is 

about cereal - crunchy, flaky, puffy and sweet cereal; don’t miss this 

magically delicious night that will leave you cuckoo for Cocoa Puffs!) 

Sunday, 4/25 CHEER IT! … “Graduation Recognition” (A cap. A gown. A diploma. 

Our grads are getting ready for a whole new chapter in their story.) 

Sunday, 5/2 PUTT IT! … “End of the Semester” (We wrap-up this Group Huddle 

year with mini-golf; make sure you bring money for Andy’s frozen custard.) 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, parents help defray the expense of feeding several hungry 

teens at Group Huddle. We request $25 for each student attending 

from your household (that covers the whole semester, through May). 

Please get this turned-in if you haven't yet done so. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this current school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North 

African country, but highlighting another amazing team member named Lisa. 

In addition to the ongoing weekly support, Group Huddle hosts an effort called 

the “Presidential Coin Challenge” each February. It typically takes place on 

the Sundays either side of Presidents’ Day (extended due to weather one of 

those weeks). This year’s challenge was a friendly competition between our 

students’ Group Huddle small groups:  MS girls, MS boys (the winners!), HS 

girls and HS boys. Students brought in pounds of pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters (not to 
mention bills as well!) - creative ways to raise money for this year’s mission project in North 

Africa. The end result was over $700 raised during this challenge alone! 

Combined with the other ongoing giving from this year (in conjunction with “Kid Encounter”), 

the total raised for Lisa is now at nearly $1,387 with still a few months left. 

Thanks for your support and generous giving! 
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The “MOVE” Conference (for senior high students - the classes of 2021-2025):  

This year’s theme for MOVE is “FOR ALL - FOREVER!” No 

matter who you are … no matter where you’re from … no 

matter how good you think you are, or how bad … the Gospel 

is still for you. Check out the CIY website for more information 

on this year’s theme: https://new.ciy.com/move/2021. 

WHEN:   Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 24 

WHERE:   John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

COST:   $334/student; a second deposit of $65 is due by Sunday, April 28 (we have 
already collected the initial $65 for each student); the remaining balance will be 

communicated after we factor-in proceeds from the yard sale. 

ATTENTION students and families: The annual “youth yard sale” 
fundraiser is Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1. Each year, we collect 
donations for this event (see p. 4 for more on this). Overall, it’s a great way for 

us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students. 

The 2021 Senior High Lock-in 

7pm on Friday, April 9 
through 7am Saturday, April 10 

Cost is $20 (sign-up in the foyer) 

Do you have what it takes to stay awake during a lock-in? We’re mixing high-thrilling 
entertainment with refreshing temperatures. You’ll laugh, snack and create memories with friends. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
Attention next year’s middle school students and parents … please check out page 10 for 

information about the 2021 camp season at Maranatha Bible Camp. The middle school session 

(for kids entering 7th and 8th grades) is June 27 through July 2. Registration is happening in April. 

Specifically for HIGH School … 

Graduation Recognition for our 2021 seniors … As we 

prepare for this year’s graduation season, we want to recognize our 

Southland graduates - it’s part of what any family does! Please check out 

page 3 for a list of Southland-connected graduates. 

In addition to the Group Huddle recognition on 4/25, we will highlight our graduates in the May 

edition of the “The Vine” and there will be a display in the foyer around graduation season.  

So, PARENTS, we do need you to submit electronically a photo to Les (e-mail to 

les@gosouthland.org) so we can include that with our annual recognition. 

https://new.ciy.com/move/2021
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Southland Women 
Spring is here!!! I love spring! Maybe it’s because of the warmer temps after the cold of 
winter, maybe it’s the flowers blooming and the grass becoming green again. These days, 
maybe it’s watching my boys play baseball; actually, it’s probably a combination of all these 
factors - and more - that makes me love spring so much.  

I’m so glad God gave us seasons. I can’t imagine living in a climate where I wouldn’t experience the seasonal shifts. 
The novelty of each one, with the unique elements it brings, helps us appreciate what is special about it. And then 
the change from one season to the next is welcome and anticipated. It’s like God knew we humans would crave 
novelty and newness, while still thriving in routine and predictability! Within the year of seasons, we have both! 
There are things I love about each season, but I really think spring takes the cake for me.  

We have now been through an entire calendar year with the realities of COVID-19. We began the hard journey last 
spring and experienced each season with its effects. I hope you have seen God’s goodness in the midst of all the 
hard parts, and I hope your spirit is feeling strong now. It seems that some parts of “normal” are returning, 
though I think we’ve all come to realize that we have been forever changed by what this year has taken us through.  

A couple of weeks ago I was driving to church and the sun was shining brightly. I basked in the sunshine that 
morning, and as I drove, I noticed that one of our fellow church parking lots was FULL. It seemed more so than in 
other recent weeks, and I was struck by how lovely it looked. The cars shone like jewels as the sun shone on 
them, and it made my heart sing to see that we are getting back to having full church parking lots! What a blessing 
to see that God’s people are getting together, worshipping Him and encouraging one another! 

As you are enjoying the blessings of the spring season – the grass, the flowers, the birds, the trees, etc. - as 
people are getting their vaccinations and maybe circulating more, I hope you’ll make a priority of being with your 
church family on Sunday mornings! We need you! We’ve missed you!  

“ And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
After 3/26, the next 
regular BTG meeting 
is Friday, April 23. 

BTG meetings are 
from 6-8:15pm and 
dinner is included 

(no cost). 

Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am (in the Great Room) 

A new session of Bible study started on Thursday, March 25. We are 
doing a study of the book of James, using a RightNow Media series by 

Francis Chan (a 6-week series through the end of April). 
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Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons and More) 
For March, we have continued our basic “WISE FOOLS” theme, considering it especially in connection to Jesus and His 
cross - “Embracing the Way of Jesus’ Cross.” Faith in Christ means believing in the GOOD NEWS of grace that is 
foolishness to the world. Even more, it also means following Jesus on this path as we live out Christ-like values that are 
quite opposite from the way of the world; indeed, it’s counter-cultural. The way Jesus took headed to the cross - a way 
of faithfulness to the Father’s will, a way of others-centered self-LESS-ness and a way of sacrificial love - is the way 
that we are to take as His followers. It may be seen as FOOLISHNESS by those around us; but, in the end, it’s the 
WISEST path to take. Each year leading-up to Easter Sunday, we focus on Jesus and the GOOD NEWS of what God 
has done through Him. Here in 2021, this is an appropriate way for us to do just that as we consider the path He 
traveled for us and what it means for us to follow His example. We wrap-up this series on Sunday, March 28. 

Sunday, April 4 (Easter) - we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection - what happens “on the third day” vindicates His path as it 
ends in His victory; it promises the same for us … indeed, this is why following Him is truly WISE in the end! 

Sunday, April 11 - we are using this day for one of our special worship ENCOUNTER services (no traditional sermon 
for this week); it’s a time focused on music, prayer, reading of Scripture and other elements. NOTE: grade school 
students will remain with their families for the whole service on this day instead of having their “Kid Encounter” time.  

Sundays, April 18 and 25 - a brief mini-series (theme/topic still T.B.D.). 

Sunday, May 2 (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) - a briefer ENCOUNTER service at 9am (note the special start time) 
before going out to serve in our community. Grade school students will remain with their families again on 5/2 as well. 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - gathering both “in person” and online: 

We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM through Facebook LIVE. You can 

now access it directly from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-

online or still through our FB page. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role: Rick 

Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just like in other areas of 

our ministries, we are grateful to have people who are willing to use their God-given giftedness in this way. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or 

Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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When we are operating as normal (i.e. without COVID-19 impacts), these priorities that we call “CONNECT” 

and “GROW DEEP” are valuable parts of our church family life. They each have their own separate purpose 

and slot on our typical ministry calendar. For now, we are bringing them together on Sunday mornings. 

We have resumed our fuller Sunday morning schedule with a 9:30am 

start time. It has been so encouraging to get back into more of a normal 

rhythm of things!  

We will not have our 9:30 programming on Easter Sunday (4/4). 

Here’s what it looks like through 4/25 at this point (during the  month of April, we’ll share more about what 

this will look like for May into the Summer months). 

 Sunday School classes for kids/youth plus “The Launch” Connect Group for college-aged students  

Beyond that, we are offering three specific elective options in lieu of normal CONNECT Groups 

 “The High Bar of the Low Profile” based on Jesus’ example in Philippians 2 - led by Alex Cobb 

 A study of Ephesians led by Pat Little 

 “Grace is Greater” (using a RightNow Media series by Kyle Idleman) - led by Matt Martin 

All 3 of these continue to be available as online options; be looking for information in the 

weekly e-mail on Sunday mornings and on “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page. 

For more details, check out this flyer: Sunday mornings at 9:30 - Spring 2021 (click on the link to access 

the PDF electronically; paper copies are also available at the Welcome Center). 

CONNECT 

and GROW DEEP 

Some specifics about how we are approaching things in this season: 

 LORD’S SUPPER … We still have the sealed kits available, but now, we are primarily 

using trays with double-stacked cups (bread in the bottom cup & juice in the top one). 

If you are participating online, please have your supplies ready so you can join us. 

 OFFERING … We still have boxes at each auditorium entrance to collect offering (we 

are not passing trays for this). Of course, however you are participating - whether in-

person or online - you can still use the giving options we’ve highlighted on page 5. 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are joining us online. 

You can use your own supplies; we are also making note sheets available as a PDF that 

you can print and use at home (remember also the YouVersion option as well). 

 As far as SEATING goes, we continue to make sure our seats are appropriately spaced 

out while still facilitating those who are joining us in person. For any Sunday when 

there might be a larger crowd (e.g. what might happen with one service on Easter), we 

also have the live stream on in the Fellowship Hall as overflow. We will do whatever 

needs to be done to facilitate our crowd on any given week. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring_2021_Sunday_mornings.pdf
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we continue moving back toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of service 

within our church family. That’s especially true as we’ve recently moved to a fuller/more 

normal schedule on Sunday mornings. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to 

fill. And yet, there are regular ways we still need help from people willing to serve.  

Please let us know if there are ways you are willing and available to help in this 

season - whether they’re ways you previously served or perhaps in a new way. 

Two Specific Opportunities for This Summer: 

Our Maranatha Bible Camp season requires sponsors who attend sessions 

with our students. If you are willing to attend one of the sessions our kids 

are attending, please contact Les. You’ll use the same registration process 

as the kids do  (see page 10 for specific dates and instructions). 

Our 2021 “Time Lab” VBS is upcoming. During the next few months, 

we’ll be sharing ways that you can help - whether it’s volunteering to 

be here and serve or donating supplies, materials, etc. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

4/4 Jenelle Smith Kristin Londeen Les Londeen/Jamie Millican 

4/11 Melissa Wilcox Traci Prater N/A (no Kid Encounter this week) 

4/18 The Graves Family Anna Martin Brad & Ashley Worthy 

4/25 Cheryl McAnally Andrea Conboy Andy & Donna Lillard 

Partial SERVING SCHEDULE for April 2021 

We are still not back to publishing a full serving schedule. Below, we have listed some roles of 

service we have specifically scheduled. 

 Greeters/Foyer  Computer Serving Team Leader 

4/4 Sonya Simpson Mark Miller Still working on this; 

thank you to those who 

have been helping us 

create a welcoming 

environment during 

this season.  

4/11 Dan Gray Doug Graves 

4/18 Simeon Martin Ben Jennings 

4/25 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

The PCC hosts an annual fundraiser banquet in April. This year, it’s Saturday, 
April 10 (from 6-8pm - an event that’s both in-person and live-streamed).  

Southland typically hosts a table (or two) as part of our partnership and as a way of supporting the PCC’s ministry. 

This year, they have a limited in-person capacity. So, we have decided that instead of hosting those two tables, we 

would instead just donate that money directly to the PCC. 

As part of this, though, we also want to encourage you to participate in the livestream of the event. There is no cost 

to participate in this way. To register, go to the following website https://417pcc.org/21banquet/ (as always, you 

can click on the link if viewing electronically). Scroll down to the “Register - Livestream” button; click on it and then 

you will be led through the registration process. It’s a great way to learn more about the PCC and its ministry. 

This has become one of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland … a day for us 

church-wide to have an intentional focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. To give 

you a glimpse of what happens: we meet at 9am for a briefer time of ENCOUNTER 

worship (please note this time change is for this one Sunday only!). We then leave to 

spread out and serve in various projects around our community. After missing out on 

this day in 2020, we’re certainly looking forward to it this year!  

On this specific Sunday, most wear jeans and a t-shirt especially designed for this day (if you need one, you can 

sign-up for one while we have them available - cost is $10/shirt). We are in the process of planning and preparing 

for the day. For now, get the date on your calendar and plan on joining us.  

We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service! 

https://417pcc.org/21banquet/
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This 

is really the only way one of our partners can share with supporters 

as their location makes any online presence too risky from a security 

standpoint. Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-
19 realities impact their locations as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Unfortunately, there were several COVID-related postponements in 2020. 

One such event was a Mexico mission trip scheduled for last Summer. Well, 

good news: we have been able to re-schedule it for 2021! We know that 

things are still not “normal” and there are still questions about what this 

might all look like, especially with a border crossing involved. At the same 

time, we feel like this is an appropriate opportunity for us to pursue. Plus, 

the only way that can happen is if we start the planning process now. 

Rick hosted a meeting in February for those who are interested in the trip. If you weren’t able to make it to 

that meeting, make sure you get in touch with Rick ASAP and let him know. 

DATES:  Leaving Saturday, July 31 and returning Saturday, August 7 

LOCATION: Anapra, Mexico (across the border from El Paso, TX) with “Casas por Cristo” 

COST: $300/person after the portion that Southland is covering for materials, etc. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

