
  

 

Southland Vine The 

For APRIL 2020 
1630 W. Republic Road * Springfield, MO 65807 

www.gosouthland.org 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside … 
 

2-4  Southland FAMILY News  

4-5  What’s Happening at SCC 

 (calendar) + other info 

6  What MATTers to Me 

7  A Note from RICK 

8-9 Southland KIDS 

9-10 les’ latest WITH GROUP 
 HUDDLE news 

11-12 southlandwomen 

13-14   Encounter 

15 Connect  

15 Grow Deep  

16 Build Up  (no serving schedule) 

17 Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in late April or early May 

As long as we need to during this time of social 

distancing and limited gatherings, we are streaming 

our ENCOUNTER services on Facebook LIVE each 

Sunday at 10:30am.  

You can find our main Facebook page at https://facebook.com/gosouthland. 

Check out page 14 for more details on this. 

Like everything else, this year’s celebration of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is going to be much 

different: no fancy Easter clothes, no elaborate 

worship services, no family gatherings, etc.  

And yet, there’s still the same GOOD NEWS to 

celebrate … even if it is in a different way! 

Good Friday … 7pm on April 10 

Resurrection Sunday (Easter) 

... 10:30am on April 12 

As is our new normal, both services will be 

available on Facebook LIVE. 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Like seemingly everything else in our society and world, COVID-19 has greatly impacted the 
Southland FAMILY. Few could have imagined in early March where we would be by the end of 
the month. Consider these realities (as of April 3, 2020): 

 On a most serious level, we have three from our church FAMILY who have tested 
positive (two hospitalized with one of those facing more significant struggles on a 
road to recovery) and others who know they have been exposed to it. Those 
situations have been shared through our prayer e-mail. 

 The strong sense of FAMILY and relational connections - as is evidenced on a regular 
basis by countless hugs, handshakes, fist bumps, smiles, laughter, etc. when we’re 
gathered together - have had to go virtual or via some electronic means (yes, even 
when in how we do pastoral care as a staff!). 

 Our typically busy calendar has become quite empty with many ministry events 
postponed or even completely cancelled (see examples throughout “The Vine”). We’re 
even wondering about how events in May and beyond will be impacted by all of this. 

 Sooner than we ever anticipated, we have begun to offer a LIVE STREAM of our 
worship service - at this point, it’s our only option! 

 We have started using an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” (see the next page 
for more on this ) - a move that we have discussed in the past, but never utilized. 

We are grateful for God’s blessings and provision of means for us to be able to continue in the 
ways that we can in this season. (It’s hard to imagine what this would be like without the 
technology tools we have available!) As long as this new “norm” continues, we encourage you to 
do what you can to stay connected to your Southland FAMILY. May it create in your heart a 
desire to be back when this is over. And, so you know, staff is already talking about the 
celebration when we get to be TOGETHER again as a church FAMILY; we are so looking forward 
to when that can happen! 

In the midst of this season, it has become increasingly important for us to make sure we have 
good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. Make sure you 
are aware of the following: 

On FACEBOOK, we have our general page (Southland Christian Church) - it is 
the one we are using for our live stream on Sunday mornings. We also have our 
more “internal” group called “The Southland Scoop;” it’s what we use to share 
announcements and other timely communications. If you're not connected to 
“The Scoop,” we encourage you to find the page and request to become a member. Of 
course, we also have specific groups and ministries within the Southland FAMILY that use 
Facebook as well. 

In addition to Facebook, we communicate a great deal through e-mail. You should be 
receiving messages primarily from two addresses: (1) prayer requests/updates from 
prayer@gosouthland.org and (2) other more general updates (i.e. a link to “The Vine,” 
announcements, etc.) from deb@gosouthland.org. Please let us know if you are not 
receiving messages from us. 
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Graduation Recognition … Part of what we do each year is 

celebrate our graduates - after all, it’s part of what a FAMILY does! While 
the 2020 graduation season is going to look much different, we still want 
to recognize graduates who are part of the Southland family. Check out 
the list below as we’re trying to make sure we’ve included everyone. 

2020 high school graduates:  

 Emily Baadsgaard (Kickapoo H.S.)   Tommy Hall (Parkview H.S.) 

 Javan Londeen (Ozark H.S.)    Abbi Miller (Ozark H.S.)  

 Mike Owsley (Kickapoo H.S.)    Alexis Simpson (Kickapoo H.S.)   

 Emily Weber (Kickapoo H.S.)  

PARENTS of 2020 high school grads:  please see the note on page 10. 

Current college graduates:  Will Deckard (University of Missouri) 

Please let Les (high school) or Rick (college) know if there are other graduates 
directly connected to the Southland family that we have missed so we can 

recognize them as part of our 2020 Graduation Recognition. 

About GIVING during this season … 

While ministry has changed a great deal, both here and through our partners (both local and 

global), it is still happening! It’s obviously challenging to “pass the plates” right now; and yet, 

it’s still part of what is needed by Southland and what we all need to be doing as a broader 

part of our worship. So, we have some options for how you can continue to give at this time: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website (this initiates a 

check to be sent to us directly from the bank). 

3. During this season, we have also signed-up for an online giving platform 

called “Tithe.ly” - it can be accessed directly through their website 

(https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or through the app available at your 

app store. That will take you directly to a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. We are also making it available as a way for specific payments 

(e.g. a deposit for the “MOVE” Conference) and will consider broader uses as well. 

Please note: for each transaction through Tithe.ly, there is a $.30 fee + a certain 

percentage (1% for an ACH/bank option or a little higher for a credit card). The 

default setting right now is for the fee to be paid by you - you can uncheck a box if 

you would prefer not to do that. NOTE: if you are actually paying for something via 

Tithe.ly (as opposed to using it for giving), we would ask that you cover that fee.  

On page 5, we have given a March overview. So far, into early April, we are maintaining fairly 

well financially. At the same time, we have been impacted - as many in our Southland FAMILY 

have as well. We encourage you to continue to approach this aspect of your life of faith 

prayerfully; may we continue to strive to excel in the grace of giving (see 2 Corinthians 8:1ff). 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Here are a few bigger events in the life of the Southland family that are upcoming; we wanted to 
make sure we highlighted them in one place: 

Each May, our high school students hold a “YARD SALE” as a fundraiser 
for their annual summer trip to the MOVE conference; at this point, it is 
still on. This year’s yard sale was originally scheduled for Friday, May 1 
and Saturday, May 2. It has now been moved to the end of May - the 
29th and 30th. Les has started accepting donations from those in the 

Southland family. You can drop things off at the church or contact him (417-773-1650) to 
arrange for items needing to be picked-up. That’s a little more complicated given current 
realities, but we are hoping that there will be time between when things return to normal and 
when the yard sale happens. Maybe the change in pace has actually given you time to do some 
“Spring cleaning” and you have lots to get rid of. Obviously, such donations are crucial to 
making this sale a successful endeavor each year, so we encourage you to help out in this way. 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” was originally scheduled for Sunday, May 3. It’s 
a significant day in the life of the Southland FAMILY - a day devoted specifically to 
serving in our community. See page 17 for more, but, for now, we have decided that 
it’s unfortunately best to postpone this event until sometime in the Fall. 

Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30 … our 2020 VBS - “Time Lab.” 
Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church family. This year, 
it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … from the very 
beginning to the very end! We’ve already started planning; we are 

likely going to need to get creative as many steps in preparation for VBS need to be taken even 
in April and May. Over the next several weeks, we’ll share ways where we need your help. 
Please be looking for such information. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, 
it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Even with 

our schedule being greatly reduced due to COVID-19, we still want to make sure you 

have these dates down. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - streamed 

through Facebook LIVE; it’s still a time when we gather as a church FAMILY to 

meet with God. See page 14 for more details about this time. 

All Events (listed by date): 

REMINDER:  As of early April, all previously scheduled events up through Friday, April 

24 are cancelled at this point (unless, of course, it is able to happen virtually).  

See below for any exceptions as well as other events beyond that date.  

Friday, April 10 at 7pm … Good Friday service via LIVE STREAM. As with all Sunday morning 

services, please have your communion supplies on hand as we will participate in the Lord’s 

Supper for this as well. 
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All Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Sunday, April 12 at 10:30am … Resurrection Sunday service via LIVE STREAM. 

Sunday, April 19 … due date for the 2nd “MOVE” Conference deposit ($50) - for high school 

students. See p. 10 for details on how you can submit this. 

Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30 (originally scheduled for the first weekend in May) - the 

annual “Youth Yard Sale.” 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 9 for specific dates). 

 July 11-15 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 10 for details). 

 Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... our 2020 VBS. 

 Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

Saturday, August 29 (previously scheduled for Friday, April 17) … the Pregnancy Care 

Center’s annual banquet; we are again hosting a couple of tables as part of our support 

of the PCC’s ministry. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … March 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot 
of one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME … 

  Regular tithe for March = $24,492 

00 (5 Sundays*) … we did have to “close out” the month a little 
 earlier than normal so there will be some giving that will actually be shown in April. 

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $244,505 for a 
weekly average a little over $7,880 range - this is obviously skewed due to an abnormal March. Our 

projected budgetary need is about $430,000 to $440,000; that breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each 

week. As a reminder, we did enter this ministry year already in a healthy place financially. We will 
continue to be watching all the economic realities and striving for proper amounts of both faith and 

godly wisdom as we move forward. 

Still, we want to THANK YOU, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving! 

This is an especially good season to make sure we bring 

attention to RightNow Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool 

that we have available here at Southland. The content 

available through RNM provides a great way to help you feed 

yourself spiritually. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church 

subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his 

or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online 

connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, 

please send a request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get 

set-up with your own RNM access. 
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What MATTers to me … 
Of all the non-inspired authors that have influenced my life of faith, C.S. Lewis may be at the top of the list. I 
can remember devouring his classic work Mere Christianity in college. Even before that, I can remember the tales 
of the 4 children in a land called Narnia - growing in my understanding the points of connection to our spiritual 
lives only makes it all the richer. While there would undoubtedly be parts of Lewis’ views that I may not 
wholeheartedly endorse, the fact of the matter is that I pay attention when I see his name. 

Back in mid-March, as we started to see ways that the coronavirus was going to present all kinds of 
unprecedented challenges, I came across these words from C.S. Lewis. The uncertainty and unsettledness were 
just starting to be present; from those early days, his message provided some much needed perspective. In this 
writing, Lewis was addressing the realities being caused by the atomic age. In fact, these words first appeared in a 
1948 article called “Living in an Atomic Age.” In the first context in which I saw them, someone had encouraged 
readers to replace “atomic bomb” with “coronavirus.” Indeed, it speaks a poignant reminder into our hearts and 
minds as we process what continues to unfold …  

In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. “How are we to live in an 
atomic age?”  

I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague 
visited London almost every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from 
Scandinavia might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an 
age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway 
accidents, an age of motor accidents (there are so many other realities we could include in our 
context today). 

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation.  

Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to death 
before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us were going to die in 
unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one very great advantage over our ancestors – anesthetics; 
but we have that still.  

It is perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scientists 
have added one more chance of painful and premature death to a world which already bristled 
with such chances and in which death itself was not a chance at all, but a certainty. 

This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull ourselves 
together.  

If we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us 
doing sensible and human things – praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, 
bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts – 
not huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may break our 
bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not dominate our minds. 

Now, when I first came across those words, I couldn’t have imagined all the ways that our “normal” life would be 
turned upside-down in the days and weeks to come. Indeed, so much of our regular rhythm has been upset. And 
yet, there is something in Lewis’ words that remind us of an important message: while coronavirus is the newest 
and latest threat, it hardly changes a couple of basic truths. First, the deepest human problem of a cursed world 
where sin and death are part of the package has simply added one more expression. COVID-19 causes awful 
problems and is wreaking havoc. Yet, it doesn’t change the deepest need we have which still remains salvation 
from sin and a way to life beyond this world as it is ... what Jesus alone can provide! Second, in the face of this 
newest problem - just like in the face of any such problem - our calling in Christ remains unchanged as we 
continue on in this world. We are still called to hold on to the hope that is ours in Christ. We are still called to 
carry-out the mission He has given us in this world. We are still called to show His love, compassion and 
kindness to others around us. In the end, as we face coronavirus, because of what we see through eyes of faith, 
while so much has changed, so much remains the same!  

As we find ourselves living in a drastically different season … as we find ourselves facing yet one more expression 
of a broken world … as we find ourselves facing another opportunity to fear … even then, may we live out the 
same kind of life we’ve always been called to in Christ! 
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A note from RICK ... 
I miss seeing you guys. I appreciate the value of technology. I’m thankful that we can still “meet together” through 

Facebook Live or have video calls through FaceTime and Zoom. Those are useful, and I’m really and truly thankful.  

But I miss seeing everyone. There is something about times like these, times of crisis, times of change, that make 

us focus in on the things that we truly value. And for me, as I reflect on this whole situation, I keep coming back to 

our need for community and our need to be the church. 

We’ve been a society that has been separate and apart. We’ve been together physically, but we’re so often 

distracted by phones, work, games or whatever. Even at home, I spend a lot of time staring at a screen near my 

kids but I’m not really with them. But through this whole thing, we as a family have gone on a lot more walks, 

played more games, spent more time out in the yard (when it’s not raining), had more conversations. We’ve 

laughed a lot. And it’s made me realize that I think I’ve taken community too much for granted.  

But in this short time, just two Sundays that we haven’t met together as a church and a handful of Wednesdays, I 

find myself reflecting on our need for people. We need the chance to catch up and check in with each other each 

week. We need the smiles, the hugs, the encouragement, the challenge, the laughter, the tears. We don’t just want 

it … we need it. We were created for it. 

We were never intended or designed to walk through these, or any, circumstances isolated and socially-distanced.  

And while we may need to do that for a short (hopefully) time, it’s hammering home for me and I hope for you that 

we were never meant to do life like this, in isolation. We see this truth hammered home all through Scripture: 

COMMUNITY.  Even in the way we were taught to pray, Jesus says, “give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us 

our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 

6:9-13). Likewise, so many of the commands we read in Paul’s letters deal with how we interact and take care of 

one another. We truly need each other.   

So during this time, I challenge you to reach out. If you think of someone, a name pops in your head … reach out to 

them. Check in on them. Pray for them. Give them a call or text or write them a note. Set up a video call with your 

Connect Group or Cultivate D-group. Romans 12:9-14 exhorts us to “let love be genuine … love one another with 

brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor … rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” So even in isolation, let’s do that. Let’s 

be the church together.   

And I can’t wait to celebrate when we can all be together again. Love y’all. 
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Several aspects of our “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry are impacted by realities connected to 
COVID-19. It means our kids are missing their “Kid ENCOUNTER” time on Sunday mornings. It 
also means they are missing “CULTIVATE Kids” on Wednesday evenings. At the same time, 
there are certainly ongoing challenges that they are wrestling through just as adults are in the 
midst of all this.  

To help during this season, Les has identified some resources that might be helpful to parents 
and families; these are especially designed for grade school students and younger. 

1) RightNow Media offers several quality videos (let the office know if you need help 
 with a free subscription to RNM):  

 SuperBook teaches children truths and life lessons through captivating animated 
Biblical accounts. 

 Micah’s Super Vlog is an animated comedy about a boy who is on a journey to be a 
better follower of Jesus. Using his video log (vlog for short), he shares his 
thoughts on his friends, teachers and Scripture. 

 Other good series include 3-2-1 Penguins, What’s in the Bible?, THEO and 
Adventures in Odyssey. 

2)  If your children tend to be "hands-on" learners, I highly recommend the Children's 
Worship Bulletins.  Go to https://www.childrensbulletins.com/. Use the following 
credentials to access the site: the log-in is leslondeen@yahoo.com and the password is 
Southland1630.  Once the page opens you can choose any desired Scripture reference 
and age. This is truly one of the best Bible activity resources. 

3) Another useful link is https://www.dltk-bible.com.  Children will enjoy Bible crafts,  
recipes and puzzles. 

4)  We also have a wide selection of the SuperBook series on DVD here at the church as 
well as several other DVD titles available for your use. Let us know if you want to stop 
by and borrow anything we have. 

We encourage you to make use of such resources as a way to encourage your kids’ spiritual 
growth during this time. Of course, even beyond such things, there is great value in taking the 
opportunity to talk to your kids about how matters of faith speak to realities like COVID-19. 

Plans are still underway for our 2020 VBS (kids age 4 
through 8th grade); it’s always a Summer highlight for our 
kids’ ministry. Here are some preliminary details. 

Dates: Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 (our VBS 
runs from 6-8:30 each evening)   

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has 
always existed and will exist FOREVER! 

For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. We will have 
much more to share over the next few months as we head 
towards our 2020 edition of VBS. 

https://www.childrensbulletins.com/
mailto:leslondeen@yahoo.com
http://www.dltk-bible.com/
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Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 
 

The Summer 

2020 camp 

theme focuses 

on Paul 
 

“RELENTLESS” 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 6 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 11-13 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 7-10 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 14-19 (Sun - Fri.) 

The 2020 camp season at Maranatha 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland is planning to attend this June. 
As with everything else, this is contingent on a return to normalcy by then. 

 

 

 

         

Remember: it’s the grade students are entering next school year! 

As of now, the camp is still planning for the 2020 season. However, at this point, it 

seems prudent to wait on the registration process (typically happens in April) until we 

get toward the end of April and into early May. That still gives us time to complete 

that process before camp begins. We will share more as things continue to unfold. 

Les’ latest  

Most children know the game called “Red Light-Green Light.” One person 

acts as the stop light while all of the other children stand some distance 

away. They must listen carefully to the instructions; they can go forward 

on “GREEN light,” but must stop when “RED light!” is called. If the person 

designated as the stop light turns around and sees anyone moving after 

shouting “RED light!” that person is out of the game. Perhaps the most 

anticipated part of this game is waiting for the “GREEN light!” command. Even as adults, we love to drive 

through the continuous line of green traffic lights. Red lights break up our flow and slow us down.  Even worse, 

red lights cause us to wait. 

Waiting goes against our will.  Our natural inclination is to step on the gas, even when God might be telling us 

to hit the brakes. Waiting is often difficult because we equate it with inactivity. And yet, what if during these 

periods of waiting, the Lord is actually refueling and refining us for what He has in store? That often seems to 

be what He does in such times of waiting. We should notice that everything around us needs to be refueled 

after much use. Your car has to stop for gas. Your body needs to sleep. Even your cell phone needs to be 

recharged. So, why can’t this be the case with our spiritual life as well? Are we allowing God to refuel us? Are 

we recognizing His activity around us in such a season? 

What may seem like inactivity from our perspective is often purposeful preparation from God’s perspective.  

The prophet Isaiah had a good handle on understanding what it means to wait. He says that we should be 

encouraged because those that wait will become stronger as the Lord renews them. Hear these words from 

Isaiah 40:29-31: 

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and 

weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is on hiatus at this time. Starting Sunday, April 5, Les and 

his sponsors are using the Zoom app to maintain some sense of connection. 

It will include some Bible study time as well as interaction among our 

students and sponsors. Be looking for instructions from Les. 

Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE has now ended for this 
semester; we look forward to resuming in September. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 

The 2020 “MOVE” Conference - July 5-11 in 
Lincoln, NE (registration is now closed)  

 

At this point, the Summer MOVE Conference is still on the calendar. We will continue to provide any 
necessary updates about this. Because of that, a second $50 pre-registration is now due on 
Sunday, April 19 (previously March 29). You can mail a check to the church for this or you can 
use the Tithe.ly website/app for more on this platform (select the “MOVE Conference” dropdown 
option) – see page 3; if you do use Tithe.ly, you will need to cover any fees associated with this. 
 

ATTENTION students and families: The “youth yard sale” fundraiser has 
been moved to Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30. That seems a wise 
move at this point. See page 4 for more general information about donating items 
for the yard sale. 

 

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL … 

The middle school youth calendar has been particularly hard hit by this COVID-19 

pandemic. They lost their annual “BELIEVE” Conference in late March. It’s also led to the 

postponement of the “Middle School Mid-Nighter” for now; be looking for this event 

sometime this summer. 

Graduation Recognition for 2020 seniors … As we prepare 

for this year’s graduation season, we want to recognize our Southland 

graduates - it’s part of what any family does! Please check out page 3 for a 

list of graduates that include college students connected to SCC. 

Even with COVID-19 impacts, we want to make sure we celebrate our graduates here 

at Southland. At the very least, that will include a page in next month’s Vine.  

So, PARENTS, we do need you to submit electronically a photo to Les (e-mail to 

les@gosouthland.org or mail in a actual 5x7 or 8x10 photo) so we can include that 

with our annual recognition. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 
I have been praying about what to write to you today. Life has kind of turned upside-down in the last few 
weeks … I’m sure you’ve noticed. So the question that has bounced around in my head is this: “What in the 
world would I have to say that would mean anything in this mess?” The conclusion I keep coming to is 
“NOTHING.” I don’t feel like I have any words of wisdom or eloquence with which to expound to you today. The 
best I can do is point you to God’s Word, and then, maybe share some thoughts to ponder. 

A few mornings into the COVID-19 reality, I was sitting in the relative quiet of our living room and listening to 
birds outside. I could hear them (especially one) so clearly that I went outside to see how loud it was out 
there. Once I stepped outside, I could hear several birds, although one must have been very near me and was 
the loudest. Listening to the songs of the birds, it struck me that the birds either had no idea what stress was 
going on in the human world ... or else, they just didn’t care! And that made me think of Matthew 6:26-28: 

“26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life?” 

(Side note: I know I’ve written to you about worry before. I’ve even used this passage. Isn’t it 
interesting that God gives us new circumstances in which to exercise our same faith muscles?!) 

In the context of this passage, Jesus has just said that we cannot serve both God and 
money. I think that such “serving” can mean give allegiance or worship to, but it also can 
mean to trust in. He continues by giving examples of birds (the passage above) and 
flowers (in the following verses). He points out how they don’t worry, and God takes 
great care of them. Our money is not where our trust should be, nor should it be in 
anything else – it should be in God alone.  

Somehow that hits me right in the heart. My trust should not be in my stores of food and paper products; it 
should be in God. It should not be in my gloves and mask and sanitizer; it should be in God. It should not be in 
government and human leaders; it should be in God. While I have a responsibility to be wise and prepared in a 
reasonable way (e.g. see Proverbs 31:14, 15, 21, 27, etc.), my ultimate trust must be in God. 

So that being said, what should I be doing while I’m not worrying and putting my trust in God? Some of us may 
have a lot more time on our hands as we are staying home more. Because of that, we also have more choice 
about how we spend our time. Here are just a few things that I have seen happening that might inspire you: 

Time spent in prayer – is there a better use of time? Sitting in God’s presence puts us in the best 
possible attitude to trust Him and feel His peace. Our hearts will stay better in tune with His when we 
are in prayer. 

Time with immediate family – unhurried conversations, laughter, games, movies, cooking, cleaning, etc. 
are all ways we can enjoy our families right now. 

Time in the outdoors – taking walks, sitting in the sun, mowing, gardening, etc.  
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers. 

Box Top Girls 
The two BTG meetings 

scheduled for April 
are not happening due 
to COVID-19 realities. 

We will communicate 
further plans as we 

make them. 

Time in new pursuits – maybe there’s a topic you’ve wanted to learn more about or subject you know 
you are weak in (I have many, but I’m currently working on my geography. Any suggestions or 
resources you would recommend for me?). 

Time showing care & concern to others – a hand-written note, a phone conversation, a zoom meeting, 
even a conversation across the driveway or across the street - whatever the specific form, such 
investments in others can strengthen relationships and encourage someone. 

Time accomplishing tasks – that home organization project that you’ve been putting off? Now’s the 
perfect time! Sometimes when things outside of our control feel stressful, getting control of small 
things can help our state of mind. 

Time in rest – reading, journaling, pondering, napping, etc. – these activities can refresh us. We are 
people who need rest, and we are not usually very good at making that a priority. We have an 
opportunity to do better in the midst of our new realities! 

Time seeking beauty and inspiration – look for beauty around you. Flowers, artwork, things that make 
your soul feel refreshed, etc. Each of us have different things that are a blessing to us; find yours. 
(See photo on the previous page – these Narcissus flowers were growing in the south field at SCC and I 
got to them before the mower did. They are a blessing to me!) 

Back to the passage in Matthew, Jesus wraps up His teaching by reminding us of what our focus should be on 
instead of us using our time to worry.  

“31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

He says (my paraphrase): “don’t waste your time worrying. Instead, seek My kingdom. Seek righteousness. 
Use your time for Me.” Spend time in His Word. Let it soak in, and let the Holy Spirit guide you to what 
seeking His kingdom looks like for you right now, in your space, in your sphere of influence. And then run with 
it! You have the time now! 

W.S.A. (Bible study on Thursday mornings) had originally planned to meet 
throughout April. At this point, that is obviously not happening. Originally, 
we had not planned on meeting in the summer, though we may adjust that 

due to what has happened. Be looking for information about that. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Marching On: The One about the Unknown” - by Adam Faulkner 

“You're the banner we raise in the chaos,  

No, the gates of Hell won't stand against us,  

The battle belongs to the Lord and no one else!”  

      – Rend Collective 

“I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 

Cliffs. They’re great, aren’t they? Rocky heights that often dot our landscape, created in a variety of ways: 

from rivers slowly winding through an area to mountains rising and being weathered by rain or wind. Many 

people look at such things and say to themselves, “Wow, what a wonderful creation of God!” Most people 

aren’t college students on a men’s retreat in the depths of Arkansas. Instead of just marvelling, such 

individuals often say: “Wow, what a wonderful creation of God … LET’S CLIMB IT!!!”  

Your “Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy” Adam here, back again to do some rambling about Jesus, 

worship and fear. Such things seem particularly applicable during our current COVID-19 situation. 

CLIFFS?! You read that right. Ok ... maybe it was more of a very, very, very, steep incline. But, standing at the 

base of it, contemplating climbing it without any sort of safety net or gear, it might as well have been the 

Empire State building. Still, there was something calling me to do it. It wasn’t peer pressure, rather this 

overwhelming desire to overcome fear itself. For those of you who have spent any extended time around me, 

you would know that safety is perhaps my favorite thing. When I younger, I was the kid who was afraid to 

wear pajamas on pajama day during VBS because “what if no one else wore pajamas?!” As I stood at the base 

of this cliff, I found myself face to face with fear itself.  

Fear has become quite the norm these days. It’s all around us, and causing people to do some crazy things. I 

wanted to take a moment and talk about my favorite verse in the Bible. 

Ok, well it’s not just a verse, it’s a whole chapter (context matters, kids!), so bear with me as I give a quick 

Adam summarization and translation. In John 16, we find Jesus talking to His disciples. Jesus is telling them 

that he will be leaving. This obviously left the disciples saying “WHAT YOU TAKLING ABOUT, WILLIS!?” 

Scripture tells us that they were confused; I can imagine they were a little afraid too. But, Jesus doesn’t stop 

there. He tells them that he is leaving “the Helper” and that it was actually good for Him to be leaving. The 

chapter ends with this well-known verse: “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In 

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world!” (John 16:33).   

You maybe asking yourself “Ok Adam, so what does this have to do with anything that is going on in the 

world?” Fellow church family member, I think we can pull an incredibly valuable truth from this moment in 

Scripture. We are not alone. The King of kings, the Lord of lords, The Alpha and Omega is in this with us and 

walking right beside us, even when it doesn’t feel like it.  

Our peace doesn’t come in the absence of storms, Jesus promised those. Our peace comes from 

the One who is in the storm with us.  
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Every month, I have the opportunity to write to you in this space about worship, and this month is no 

different. It is clear that we find ourselves in the midst of a spiritual battle with fear. The battle that I fought 

standing in front of that cliff on that sunny, crisp autumn day had nothing to do with the cliff, but fear’s 

control over my life. We may all find ourselves facing cliffs during this time, and they may look different for 

each of us, but when we look closer, fear is our foe.  

So church, with the truth from John’s Gospel, I challenge you to worship in the face of fear. Worship through 

service. Worship the Lord, by washing your hands and practicing social distancing (it’s a way to love your 

neighbor as yourself). Find that contact information and be in touch with others in the Southland family. Send 

mail, send texts, worship the Lord by loving His people during this time. Worship through singing. We’ve 

talked about many of the reasons we sing. We sing to give praise as well as to remind ourselves and each 

other of who He is. So sing, church, as my good friends at Rend Collective say: “We'll sing, ‘Hallelujah!’ for all 

Hell to hear! Shout out, ‘Hosanna’ above every fear! Strongholds will crumble like castles of sand, we are 

MARCHING ON!”  

“What are you fearing? Whatever it may be, you are not a coward about it – you are determined to 

face it, yet you still have a feeling of fear. When it seems that there is nothing and no one to help you, 

say to yourself, ‘But “The Lord is my helper” this very moment, even in my present circumstance.’ … 

When we realize how feeble we are in facing difficulties, the difficulties become like giants, we become 

like grasshoppers, and God seems to be nonexistent. But remember God’s assurance to us – “I will never 

… forsake you.” Have we learned to sing after hearing God’s keynote?” - Oswald Chambers 

Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

Adam Faulkner 

We are certainly grateful to be able to “LIVE STREAM” our 

ENCOUNTER services during this season through Facebook 

LIVE. Even if you are not on Facebook, you can still access 

this each Sunday at 10:30am through the following link: 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland. 

Some reminders about how this new format is working on Sunday mornings. 

 We continue to make adjustments and improvements as we can to make the quality as 

good as possible. Please do be patient in this process, though, as there are many factors 

that make this format far more challenging than what we normally do. 

 In the event that we have issues with the LIVE STREAM, we are also recording the video 

and will have it available on Facebook as soon as we can. 

 We are continuing to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Please make sure you have 

supplies so you can join us during this time as we remember what Jesus has done for us. 

 Offering is certainly not normal right now; but, check out page 3 for details about how 

you can still give during this time. This is certainly still part of our worship, so we 

encourage you to continue giving as you can even in this season! 

 If you typically take sermon notes, we are still making that possible. You can use your 

own supplies. Or, we are also making note sheets available. Each Sunday morning, we 

send out a PDF with sermon notes that you can print and use at home (also, see below). 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

The new realities of COVID-19 have directly impacted our Connect Groups. Our worship ENCOUNTER can 

go on via live stream (yes, it’s different; but, at least we can still continue using that format with some 
degree of normalcy). While we have encouraged groups to find ways to stay connected, we know that isn’t 

the same. E-mails, text exchanges, Zoom meetings, etc. … such things are helpful, but they cannot replace 

the value of in-person time (see Rick’s article on page 7 for his thoughts on this theme!). 

So, for now, we are going to keep encouraging groups to continue making use of whatever tools are 

available to help maintain a sense of connection. Find ways to still be investing in one another and praying 

for one another especially. As Rick points out in his article, let’s continue to make connecting a priority. 

Here’s another way this current season can be used: what if we let it drive home in our hearts just how much 

goodness we experience when we find community in a place like a Connect Group? What if we let this season 

when we cannot meet remind us of the value of our church FAMILY and the relationships we experience as 

part of it? What if we allow it to draw us back to God’s design for our relationships with one another in 

Christ?  That way, when we return to a sense of “normal,” we’ll all embrace on a whole new level the privilege 

of being TOGETHER again - even in the same room! 

While we have had our semester cut far shorter than any of us would have wanted (our original 

schedule had us going through the end of April - basically the same timeframe as the current “Stay-at-

Home” order lasts). We are looking forward to re-launching this in September as we move into a new 

ministry year. Between now and then, here are a couple of D-Group-related notes: 

We encourage you to continue along through the Core 52 book. You can still be reading the 

book (no, it’s not the same as doing it in the context of a D-Group, but it still has value). Also, 

make sure you check out the helpful resources available at core52.org. When you register 

there, you can have access to materials that can help you along this journey.  

As with our Connect Groups, we know that there have also been some efforts to stay in contact 

within our Cultivate D-Groups as well. We want to continue to encourage such things … 

perhaps that might also include a celebration within your D-Group once we’re back to normal! 

https://core52.org/
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are certainly many of our “normal” service opportunities that are not happening right 

now: no nursery workers, no greeters, no serving teams, etc. And yet, there are certainly many 

ways in which we can still be serving during this season. We encourage you to have your eyes 

open to opportunities - both within the Southland FAMILY and beyond - where you can be 

BUILDING UP others!  

Here are a few ways we are still needing some help now and in the near future: 

 We’ve not been able to construct our official mowing schedule for this year, but that is 

upon us! If you are willing to help in that way, please contact the office for now. We’ll be 

working on a makeshift schedule until we get back to normal.  

 We cannot identify a date yet, but at some point as restrictions are loosened, we will be 

putting together some work crews for specific projects. Between some work on our 

grounds to the ongoing process of switching over our lights, etc. … there are some tasks 

with which we are going to need help. Be looking for more details. 

 We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2020 VBS … the dates are 

July 27-30. Our planning process is certainly going to look different this year, but we 

know we’re going to need lots of help! 

If you are willing to help serve in some capacity, please contact the office! 

A quick note from Matt: During this season, I have seen the 

Southland staff continue to carry out their ministry work … 

just in a much different format. From making extra phone calls  

to spending time texting and “ZOOMing” with people to putting in extra effort to make LIVE 

STREAMING happen, I want to applaud our staff team for their efforts in this challenging season! 

While it is their job, they are working hard in an effort to continue the work of ministry as much as 

possible - and doing so with the same heart to bless others. Because of that, I want to make sure I 

extend a public “THANK YOU!” to the staff. I would also encourage you to please take the time 

to encourage them and thank them for how they are serving in this time. 

Also, a “THANK YOU!” to the volunteers who have been served in helping us live stream our 

ENCOUNTER times on Sundays - the worship team (Kendal Wooldridge, Anna Martin and 

Nate Martin) and the tech team (Karl Simpson, Luke Randleman and Simeon Martin). 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

At this point, there is no point in putting together a serving schedule for the month of April. 

If we are able to re-convene in person on Sunday, April 26, we will make sure to schedule 

workers and get that communicated. 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

The Pregnancy Care Center’s 2020 fundraiser banquet – originally 

scheduled for mid-April – has been postponed until August. We still intend 

to host a table and participate in the evening; it’s a great way to support the PCC and encourage Southland’s 

partnership with them. Be looking for more details. 

We certainly hate to have to do this! But, the current uncertainty about where things will 

be in early May along with the amount of advance work that has to be done make it 

necessary for us to delay this event. We fully intend on still doing it (likely at some 

point in the Fall), but we do not have specific plans quite yet. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Plans are still underway for a 2020 mission trip that Rick will be leading to 

Anapra, Mexico. The dates are August 1-7. The date for the initial deposit 

has already passed (it was February 9). As the team makes preparations 

over the next months, there may be some ways that the Southland family 

can help support them; we’ll share more along the way. Otherwise, we do 

ask that you begin praying for the team and the work that they will be 

carrying-out while there. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

