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Come join your Southland FAMILY 
for a fun fall-themed event.  
A soup/chili dinner is included.  
See page 3 for more details. 

We are grateful to share that the sale of a piece of our property 

has been finalized (in case you hadn’t heard somehow); praise 

the Lord! Without a doubt, God has faithfully blessed us 

throughout this process, long though it may have been. We 

look forward to what it will mean for us moving forward. 

See pages 2-3 for more details including some 

financial implications from the sale. 



2 

 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

PROPERTY SALE Update: 
We have been using part of this section of “The Vine” to provide regular 

updates regarding the sale of a piece of our property. As we have been 

communicating already (in case you didn’t hear), the sale is now 

complete! So, we thought it appropriate to put this update here up front. 

This process has been quite a journey over the past 18 months (the 

conversation first really started in the early months of 2017). As we reach 

this point, it is certainly a significant development within the life of the 

Southland family. Of course, we are grateful to the Lord for His faithfulness throughout this entire process, 

especially in bringing it all to such a resolution. 

Now, we want to make sure there is absolute clarity (there may be some 

confusion because of where the “sold” sign from R.B. Murray is now). The piece 

of property we’ve sold is the Northwest portion of our lot, bordering the 

property line we share with the new VA clinic on the west and Republic Road on 

the north. It is made up of the pieces “1a” and “1b” on the map to the right (the 

“a” and the “b” represent lots that are potentially separate - in this instance, a 

single buyer/developer bought the entire portion). That piece makes up about 2 

acres of the 9-10 acres that we have owned. It is obvious from the map that this 

includes some of our parking lot; as a result, there will likely be some forms of 

challenges in this way. (NOTE: Though, please remember, part of the agreement we have with the developer 

includes the ongoing access to park on those lots.) Especially since we will have the freedom to still use some of 

the parking, the change in our overall financial situation is well worth it. 

Speaking of which, here are some basic financial ramifications from the sale (of course, as with any real estate 

transaction, there were realtor fees, etc. that had to be paid): 

 We sent $780,000 to our mortgage (about 90% of the net proceeds). This reduces the amount we 

owe from the $960,000 range to a little over $186,500. This makes our mortgage far more 

manageable as we look to what will likely be an increase in our interest rate (now around 4%) when 

the current 5-year term ends in 2021. 

 With that decrease in the balance, we also will see a decrease in our monthly mortgage payment: 

it had been $7,500; starting in October, we are only required to pay $1,500. (Our plan is to pay 

more than that - hopefully an additional $2,000/month.) This gives us some much needed budgetary 

relief. Even if it weren’t needed as much as it is, having to pay less to debt because we owe 

significantly less is a great thing! 

 We want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest members:   

Jack & Pat Cramer (joined 9/2) 

Adam Faulkner 

James & Debbie Hoenshell and 

daughter, Abi (joined 9/16) 

(continued) 
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 Which leads to another priority in this process - MINISTRY. Once we have completed the process 

of hiring an associate minister, we will bring our staff to 3 full-time and 3 part-time (including the 

addition of Adam as well). Even more, we’ll be in a better financial position to handle where we are. 

Before the reality of this sale, our staff size was becoming unsustainable from a budgetary 

perspective … even as we value all our staff does. That is now no longer the case with the change in 

our mortgage obligations. Beyond staffing, this development will also allow us to focus more overall 

in this direction that is far more preferable: less on a mortgage and more on ministry!  

 Of course, there is also the MAINTENANCE piece - the 3rd “M” word that has been a priority in this 

process all along. As a result of the sale, we have some funds available for various projects that 

need to be done. While the exact list is not yet finalized, that is a next step in this process. 

All along this process, we have been emphasizing these 3 priorities all starting with the letter “M” … (1) our 

MORTGAGE, (2) MAINTENANCE on our building/grounds and (3) MINISTRY. As we’re here at the end of this 

sale process, that’s exactly what God has enabled us to accomplish! 

There are still some details and implications to be worked out with the buyer/developer. The initial end-user 

has changed and we still do not know what the plan is for that (though we do have contractual protections 

that restrict what the property can be used for). Of course, we want to be good neighbors whatever comes 

along next door. Even beyond that, it’s going to be an ongoing process as the property is developed and other 

work is done (e.g. the sewer and the sidewalk towards which we’ve already paid any part of our commitment). 

We will make sure to communicate information when/as necessary. Until you hear otherwise, plan on things 

continuing on the same. As a church FAMILY, that’s what we will be doing: we will continue to move forward 

focusing on the work God has given us to do, grateful for where He has faithfully led us to be! 
 

Upcoming opportunities to experience “FAMILY” at SCC: 
From 4-7 pm on Sunday, October 14, 
we are hosting a “Southland FAMILY 

Fall Fun” event. 
This event is replacing the Kids’ Fall Festival and Chili 
Cook-off we’ve held in past years. The specifics have 
changed. We hope it leads to a great evening together 
as a church FAMILY! 

We have various things planned: sack races, 9-square, 
face painting for young people as well as activities for 
adults. We will enjoy a delicious supper and some time where we’re all together in the auditorium 
for some church FAMILY fun. There will also be apple cider as well as an opportunity for tasty 
treats like caramel apples and S’mores with marshmallows cooked over fire pits in the courtyard. 

Here’s some information about what we need you to know and do to make this event happen: 

 

Please sign-up at the display in the foyer or in your Connect Group. 

 

 

 

 

If you’re at all connected to Southland, you’re a part of this family, so come join us! 
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More upcoming opportunities to experience “FAMILY” at SCC: 

THANKSGIVING Baskets ... As we lead-up to the Thanksgiving season, 

we will be starting the annual process for our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. 

Each year, the G6:10 Ministry organizes this effort. It’s a great (and easy!) way for 

the Southland FAMILY to come together to serve those BEYOND our church. We 

will be communicating more details about how you can participate during October - see also the “LIVE OUT” 

section (p. 17) for more information. 

Another “Cross CONNECT” session ... For November, we will again 

deviate from our normal Connect Groups at 9am (typically based on similar 

demographics) for “Cross CONNECT - Generational Conversations about Faith.” 

We have had a few of these sessions in the past already. It’s a great opportunity for us to experience a sense of 

“FAMILY” across the generations - just like in a family! 

For the month of December: “A Church FAMILY Christmas” ...  We 

are already making preparations for the Christmas season. This year, that will include a 

church FAMILY “Thanks-Mas” dinner on 12/2 and a special morning on 12/9 with 

breakfast as well as the annual production from our Children of Praise group: “The First 

Leon.” Of course, the season will also involve plans for Christmas Eve. 

The most recent edition of the Southland “Church FAMILY Directory” has been 

available since the middle of March. It’s a way we want to encourage connections 

with one another as part of the family — a way to be in touch with someone you have 

met, perhaps.  

As contact information changes, we use this basic space in “The Vine” to provide updates.  

Please make the following adjustments to you directory: 
 

 For Brandon Dodson … change address to:  4641 Blackfoot Dr. 

        Springfield, MO 65802 

  Also, add to this entry Rebecka (wife) plus kids Kole, Ruby and Kale Bornhoft. 
 

 For Ken & Debbie Nelson … change address to: 96 Chinkapin Lane 

        Kimberling City, MO 65686 
 

 If you don’t have a copy of the SCC Directory, you can pick one up at the display 

located by the Welcome Center in the foyer (one per family, please). 

updates 

An Update regarding the ongoing STAFF TRANSITION ...  

As we have already communicated, Adam Faulkner has come on board as a part-time staff 
member within the area of our worship/music ministry. As the implications fall into place from 
the now finished property sale, we are really in a position to begin our search for an associate 
minister. The specific duties of this role are still being worked out, but we are confident that God 
will lead us to the right person - someone who will fit with our current staff (e.g. complementing 
the giftedness already here and meshing well with the team) and the SCC family as a whole. 
Please continue to join us in prayer for the way this will all unfold. 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal through the end of 

October - though 10/28 will be different. We will have another session of “Cross 

Connect” during November. See page 14 for more specifics. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See pages 12-13. 

Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (GH 

students are invited to participate in the “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” event on October 14, 

otherwise meeting each week - check out pages 8-9 for specific details).  

Wednesdays - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time otherwise … CULTIVATE, our 

mid-week “GROW DEEP” ministry. This session runs through mid-November. 

See page 14 for more details. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Through Saturday, September 29 … Southland’s mission trip to Guatemala with 

Life of Hope (they arrive back on 9/29). We are grateful for the ways they have 

been able to bless others through their work! 

Friday, September 28 through Saturday, September 29 … the 

Middle School Getaway at Ozark Christian College.  

Saturday, September 29 … Walk-4-Life at the Pregnancy Care Center. 

Thursday, October 4 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30am. 

Friday, October 5 and Saturday, October 6 … Jr. Bash at Maranatha Bible Camp for students 

in the 3rd
 - 5th grades. 

Thursday, October 11 … meeting for elders and staff at 6pm. 

Friday, October 12 (5-10pm) … middle school/high school trip to the Cornfield Maze in 

Verona, MO (see p. 9 for details). 

Saturday, October 13 … potential men’s group event. Be looking for more information on the 

Facebook page and/or via e-mail. 

Sunday, October 14 at 5pm … Fall Southland church FAMILY event (no chili cook-off and 

kids’ fall festival this year; this event is in lieu of that). See page 3 for specific details. 

Thursday, October 18 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30am. 

Sunday, October 21 … nursing home service at The Neighborhoods at Quail Creek (1:15pm). 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, October 26 … BTG meeting (6-8:30pm). 

Sunday, October 28 … during the 9am time slot, the Guatemala team is sharing about their 

medical missions trip.  

Sunday, October 28 from 5-7:30pm … “Discover Southland” event for those newer to SCC. 

Sunday, November 4 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2018. Make sure to 

set your clocks back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 4 … we will again be participating in the annual 

“International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising 

awareness about the reality of persecution around the globe and joining in 

prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who “share our faith, but not our freedom.” 

More details of how/when this will happen in our service will be communicated. 

Sunday, December 2 … “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner.” Just as earthly 

families come together to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, so will we 

on this day (late afternoon). For this year, we have some entertainment 

coming as part of the evening – a Christian comedian named Paul May. 

Sunday, December 9 … a special morning that will include a FAMILY breakfast 

and the annual Christmas production by our “Children of Praise” group as part 

of our ENCOUNTER service (10:30am). This is how we have done it the past 

couple of years and we look forward to it again this year! 

For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).  

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help troubleshoot 
any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails). 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
We shared information about August giving in the last edition of “The Vine.” We will share a September 
snapshot in the October edition (it’s better to do it once the month is completed). It’s a way that we help the 

Southland family stay informed about where we are financially. While we are now in a new season with the 

property sale behind us, we still encourage you to join us in faithfully giving to God’s work here at SCC. 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would 

rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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We have been working to carry on with the “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry (the leadership of this 
was part of Jon’s role while he was here on staff). That includes our regular leaders in our “Kid 
ENCOUNTER” time. That also involves some other volunteers who have stepped-up to help with 
“Children of Praise” on Wednesday nights. We are continuing to strive to make sure our ministry 
to our grade school students and families successfully continues on. 
 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

“Discipleship Jr.” is a year-long curriculum designed to equip kids in all 
areas of their life: heart, soul, mind and strength. We want to make sure 
God’s Word is in their hearts for transformation! This material is an 
effective way of working towards that goal. Kid ENCOUNTER offers a great 
opportunity for our kids to come and learn on their level.  

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting during our 10:30 ENCOUNTER time as normal throughout the 
month of October (kids start in the service with their families before being dismissed). 

 

“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
As in past years, we are using the kid portion during the Fall session of 
Cultivate for “Children of Praise” (kids age 4 through 6th grade for this year). 
A volunteer team is working with kids on Wednesday evenings helping them to 
rehearse songs, practice drama and more in preparation for their annual 
Christmas performance. As in the past few years, the production will be part 
of our morning together - this year, on Sunday, December 9. 

Unlike in the past few years, C.O.P. is using a packaged Christmas 
drama this year. This year’s story is called “The First Leon.” Through 
this musical, kids are preparing to help share the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

Here are some important dates to keep in mind: 

 Wednesday, October 31 - we are still planning on having ministry activities on this night. 

 Wednesday, November 21 - no C.O.P. (this is the night before Thanksgiving). 

 Wednesday, November 28 and December 5 - even though CULTIVATE as a whole wraps 
up on November 15, C.O.P. practices extend beyond the session itself. 

Saturday, December 8 - dress rehearsal (specific details to be announced). 

Sunday, December 9 - C.O.P. presents “The First Leon” during our 10:30am 
ENCOUNTER service (be looking for more details about plans for this morning). 

With a new team leading C.O.P. this year, some parts may be different from past years. To be 
informed about the details of what is happening, be paying attention to this space in “The Vine” 
as well as the “SouthlandKIDS Parents” Facebook page, etc. 
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Les’ latest  

As Christian parents, we have a relentless desire to help our children integrate 

their faith into all avenues of life. For today’s teenagers, that includes all types 

of media that are part of their lives. Some research suggests that this exposes 

teens to six and maybe even nine hours of marketing advertisements every day. 

So, given all the opportunities, it is important that we take the time to teach 

and guide them through this reality. What does it mean to respond critically to these ads? How do we help 

them to filter the hundreds of visual and written messages they are exposed to through a Christ-like mind? 

Marketing messages in our culture offer compelling ideas that shape the worldview of our teenagers (and even 

adults!). Ads tell us stories that shape beliefs and encourage certain behaviors. Sometimes, the marketing 

affirms what is consistent with God’s Word, but more often than not, it simply undermines what we’re trying 

to teach in our homes. Our teens especially need us to teach them how to manage and control the influence of 

marketing in their lives. If we don’t, we give an outside voice the open door to undermine Christ-like values we 

are instilling in our young people. 

Take a few minutes to reflect on these questions the next time you’re with your teen online or watching 

television together: 

What product is the ad selling? 

Besides the product, what else does this ad sell (e.g. ideals, lifestyles, worldviews, etc.). 

Complete this sentence:  “This ad tells me, use (name of product), and (this will be the result).” 

How does this ad and its message agree or disagree with God’s truth, and what does that mean for me 

and my response to it? 

We want our children to discern what is worldly and what is God-honoring. Such media should not be allowed 

to control their lives. Instead, we want them to be freely able to respond to Jesus’ words “If anyone would 

come after me let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).   

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school and high 
school students. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as 
they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of 
feeding several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents 
to send  $20 for each teen from your household who is 
attending (that covers the whole semester, through December). 

 “GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

This semester, we are partnering with Samuel and Rachel Martin who 
are working with a newly established gathering in Kyoto, Japan called 
Mustard Seed Christian Church. Kyoto is one of three major cities in a 
metropolitan area (Osaka and Kobe are the other two) with over 19 
million people - the Christian population in Kyoto makes up less than 
1%. It’s a great opportunity to help spread the Good News of Jesus! 
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UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES: 

September 30 Normal Group Huddle – DRESS UP! … “Crazy Career Night” 

October 7 Normal Group Huddle – EAT IT! … “Lost in Paris” 

October 14  “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” Event 

October 21 Normal Group Huddle – DRESS UP! … “Minute to Win it” 

October 28 Normal Group Huddle – DRESS UP! … “Costume Extravaganza” 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.) 
During our Wednesday night CULTIVATE ministry (see p. 15 for details), we have programming for 
middle school and high school students. They will be led through a curriculum called “Plugged In: 
Connecting Students to the Heart of God’s Biblical Principles.” This meets from 6:30-7:45pm. 
NOTE: 6th graders will be with C.O.P. during the Fall session of CULTIVATE. 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 
“The Event” at Ozark Christian College 

Friday, Nov. 2 (leave at 4pm) through 
Saturday, Nov. 3 (return at 5pm) 

Cost is $35 (includes housing, Saturday 
meals and a t-shirt). Students will need extra 

money for dinner on Friday as well as a late-night snack.  
 

Attention juniors and seniors:  the 2018 College and Career Fair will be held 
on Tuesday, October 2 (5-7pm) at University Plaza Convention Center 

Check out over 50 booths representing area colleges and universities.  

Friday, October 12 (5-10pm) - cost is $15 
Get lost in the giant cornfield maze in Verona, Missouri. Join your friends and test your sense of 

direction. You’ll have the choice of entering the maze at dusk or waiting until later for the 

“creepy” evening ghouls. 

Enjoy a tailgate party in the parking lot (subs, chips and a drink). At the Corn Maze, we’ll enjoy 

making s’mores by the fire pit and creating great memories with friends. This event is for middle 
school and high school students. 
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southlandwomen 
For ages, humans have enjoyed music; it had to have been designed by God. The 

first mention of “music” in the Bible is in Genesis 31:27, and it is clear from the 

context that music is already a normal part of joy and celebrations in that time. The 

power of music has been present through the ages and it has also been celebrated 

in our current culture. For example, actor Johnny Depp once put it this way: “Music 

touches us emotionally, where words alone can’t.”  

That sounds remarkably like a quote from Hans Christian Anderson several years before: “Where words fail, 

music speaks.” 

Music is powerful, not only in a general sense, but it has been powerful in my life personally. There are specific 

songs that take me back to a different moment in time; my guess is that you have those songs as well. Some 

songs take me back to fun memories, but there are a few songs that remind my heart powerfully of God’s 

faithfulness, and that is something I need to be reminded of! 

If you were with us in ENCOUNTER service on Sunday, September 23, we sang a song titled “You Never Let 

God” by Matt Redman. That song will forever be etched in my memory because for years it was Nate’s favorite 

song. He had learned “Jesus Loves Me,” “If You’re Happy and You Know It” and all the usual kids songs, but 

once he learned “You Never Let Go,” he sang it more than any other. I can remember his sweet little voice just 

BELTING out the words. He struggled with his speech as a toddler and preschooler, so his version was unique, 

and it is still my favorite version, though now he can sing it very clearly. I recall one specific trip to Wal-Mart 

when I had all three younger kids in the cart, and all three were singing that song through the store. How can 

you possibly tell kids to be quiet when they are praising God? I remember taking what a dear friend of mine 

calls a “heart picture,” and stamping the image and sound onto my heart.  

That memory, with those three kids, is made even more precious when I consider another song that we have 

sung before at Southland. The same author, Matt Redman, wrote a song titled “Blessed Be Your Name” and 

we sang it in a previous church for the very first time the Sunday after our second miscarriage. Part of that 

song praises God with the phrase “You give and take away, you give and take away, my heart will choose to 

say, Lord blessed be your Name.” I tried my best to sing through my tears that morning. I had to CHOOSE to 

bless the Lord in my grief that day.  

So fast forward to that cart full of three precious kids – ones 

that God blessed us with after that season of loss. All of them 

were singing of how the Father never lets go of us, through the 

calm and through the storm. He never lets go, in every high 

and every low. His faithfulness endures forever – Psalm 136. 

Would He have been faithful if we had never had more kids? 

Absolutely. And I trust He would have comforted me and 

helped me be content and thankful as a mom of two kids. Has 

He been faithful to provide for our family as we’ve been raising 

our family? Yes, so very faithful. Will He be faithful as the kids 

continue to grow and we face new stages like senior year and big decisions, more drivers and all the things 

that can loom before us? Definitely. It is who He is. Faithful. In the good times and the hard times. When we 

are praising Him with a smile on our faces, and also when we are blessing His Name through our tears. He will 

always be faithful. He will never let go. 
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September meetings:  Thursday, 10/4 and 
Thursday, 10/18 (9:30-11:30am each time) 

 

Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare. 

 Contact:  Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The next BTG 

meeting will be 
Friday, October 26 

from 6-8:30pm. 

As always, dinner is 
included.  

In case you missed it ... 

Plans within                           are being adjusted from normal this Fall. It’s part of the broader church-

wide emphasis on Deeper Life Groups on Wednesday evenings as part of CULTIVATE. To help that 

launch well, we have worked to streamline our calendar especially for the start of this new ministry 
year. Even when there is no actual conflict with ministry programs, a calendar that is generally too 

full can create challenges. Specifically, at least for now, that means no Ladies’ Bible Study on 

Tuesday mornings and no motherhood.inspired on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each month. 

There will continue to be other “outside” events designed to help the ladies of Southland grow 

together (that is actually part of what D-Groups will facilitate as well!). We also intend to bring back 

the “HIS & HERS Connect Groups” at some point in this ministry year as well. So, there is certainly 

much that continues on within the women’s ministry. 

Here’s one such                            event for your calendar: 

A Southland Ladies’ “COOKIE Exchange” 

Monday, December 17 at 7pm 

Be looking for more details about this event.  

southlandwomen 

southlandwomen 

The men’s group is not currently continuing their gatherings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. As within the 

women’s ministry, this is to help streamline the calendar with the launch of D-Groups on Wednesday nights 

(really, D-Groups are an expanded and weekly option for those gatherings that had been happening). We 

certainly hope these Deeper Life Groups become a place where men can GROW DEEP together. 

Starting October 13, the 2nd Saturday of each month will have a time devoted for men to be 

together - sometimes for more service-oriented projects and other times for more fun times 

of being with one another. Be watching for details on the Facebook page and via e-mail. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Living in the Mundane” – a note from Adam 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  

     - Proverbs 3:5-6 

The first time I met Dr. Chinn, a biblical and theological studies professor at College of the Ozarks, we were 

getting coffee at the Keeter Center early one summer morning. It had been a crazy week and an overall terrible 

summer. I was hoping to gain some life wisdom from this incredibly intelligent man. All my friends had raved 

to me about how amazing he was; but, somehow, I had never met him before. Yet, here we were. Standing in 

line for his coffee, he declared to me the wonders of “thunderstorms in your coffee.” I thought … “Just what 

did I get myself into?” He went on to explain that if you put just the right amount of creamer into your coffee, 

it would rise to the top and create what he called “thunderstorms.” Here I was meeting this man I had heard 

so much about, and our conversation was about coffee creamer. 

Sure enough, when he got his coffee he poured the creamer into his cup. We waited and watched. We 

continued to wait, the two of us staring at his coffee for what seemed like an eternity. It became 

uncomfortable for me, but he didn’t change. I slowly started to get antsy, but sure enough, the creamer finally 

rose and created these beautiful wisps within his coffee. I was mesmerized. 

Why am I telling you this story? Because it was mundane. Creamer in your coffee? What could be more boring 

and mundane? Many coffee drinkers put it into their drink every day without a second thought. Likewise, we 

move through the moments of life without a second thought unless something insanely impressive is going on 

around us. But, what if the mundane is just as important as the valley or the mountaintop - those times we 

notice because of either their hard challenges or their joyous excitement? 

When you think of challenging and inspiring books from the Bible, you might think of Daniel or Revelation. In 

such books, pain and triumph tell you a story. But what about Proverbs? It’s mundane. It’s a book about very 

ordinary topics: what to do with your money, how to interact best with people, how to use words properly, 

etc. Challenging and inspiring? *scoff* (that’s right, I do sound effects now). And yet, Proverbs reminds us that 

worshiping God is not just about the valleys or the mountaintops. One of the struggles we face is learning to 

see and worship God in the everyday little things. When we take the stand and say, “I will no longer do life my 

way, but God’s way” everything changes - it’s an expression of real-life, day-to-day worship. For sure, it is a 

daily battle against our selfishness, a battle that we must constantly fight. Matt Procter said, “Proverbs isn’t a 

biblical self-help book, it’s a book about dying to self.” How do you live this out? It’s what happens day-in and 

day-out when we choose to love the Lord with all that we are and love our neighbors as ourselves in the midst 

of the everyday mundane. That is our worship; that is the offering we strive to make to Him (see Romans 12:1). 

“We are not built for the mountains and the dawns and aesthetic affinities, those are for moments of 

inspiration, that is all. We are built for the valley, for the ordinary stuff we are in, and that is where we 

have to prove our mettle.” - Oswald Chambers 

Your Friendly Neighborhood Part Time Guy, 

Adam Faulkner 
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We are in a season where we are trying to recruit additional 

volunteers to serve within our worship team. If you are willing to 

serve in any way as part of this team (instrumentally, vocally or even 

with the tech team), please let Adam know.  

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 
We are spending the months of September and October in a Fall sermon 
series on Revelation 2-3. We’re calling it “OVERCOME - Jesus’ Call to 
Faithful Endurance.” We actually started this series in Revelation 1:9-20 
where John has this impressive vision of the RISEN and EXALTED Christ. 
He is the One who has the credentials to speak. He is also the One who is 
present and sees. From there, John lays out the messages that Jesus 
wants communicated to these 7 churches in Asia Minor. As we consider 
the threats these 1st century believers were facing, we find many parallels 
to what we might experience still today: the threat of drifting ... the 
threat of adversity, even antagonism/hostile opposition … the threat of compromised values … the threat of complacency 
… the threat of pride and self-sufficiency. Jesus calls His people in the midst of those threats to OVERCOME through 
faithful endurance. In this series, we are considering what such victorious living looks like as we strive to follow Him! 
Sometimes, it’s a call to “REPENT!” from those ways we have succumbed to such threats and turn back to Him. Other 
times, it’s a call to “REMAIN!” - to continue on faithful and steadfast in our commitment to Him. Either way, as we 
respond to Jesus, it’s how we become those who overcome and receive what He promises. 

Upcoming sermons in this series:  
September 30 Revelation 2:12-17 - Jesus’ words to the church in Pergamum (the theme of compromise, 

part 1 …  embracing teaching that can lead us astray) 
October 7 Revelation 2:18-29 - Jesus’ words to the church in Thyatira (the theme of compromise, part 

2 … embracing values that lead us into sin) 
October 14 Revelation 3:1-6 - Jesus’ words to the church in Sardis (complacency) 
October 21 Revelation 3:7-13 - Jesus’ words to the church in Philadelphia (opposition that threatens to 

silence our witness) 
October 28 Revelation 3:14-21 - Jesus’ words to the church in Laodicea (pride and self-sufficiency) 

For this series we have also made available booklets to serve both as a guide during this series, but also a tool for helping 
you read and understand the broader message of Revelation. They are available throughout the duration of this series and 
can be picked-up by any of the auditorium’s exit doors.  
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See the flyers in the foyer for more details - including at this 

link:  Fall 2018 Cultivate Session. 

 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

Below is a listing of the groups that meet on Sunday mornings at 9am as well as where they meet: 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (now meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (now meeting in Room #7) … for those who continue to have work responsibilities, but 

whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 

The basic demographic identifiers are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters. 

For more information about these groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available with  

information about the CONNECT Group concept more broadly and specifics about each of our groups. 

 

Coming (again) in November: “Cross Connect” 

We are excited about another round of “Cross Connect … 

Generational Conversations about Faith” in November. These are inter

-generational groups that gather for faith-related conversations. 

While it’s great to be with our “normal” groups where many life situations are similar, it’s also good to have 

this kind of experience as well - just like in a FAMILY!! We’re looking forward to this great opportunity to 

again grow in our connections across the church family. More details will be shared in your current 

CONNECT Group.  

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2018_announcement.pdf
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need volunteers especially at this 

particular time (two specific holes still lingering during this staff transition time): 

 Those who can serve instrumentally or vocally with the worship team; this includes 

anyone interested in being a part of the “tech team” during service as well - we could use 

some more help specifically with someone to run the computer (Easy Worship). 

 Those who have giftedness/skill to help with our “online communications” (managing 

our online presence through our website, Facebook pages, etc.) as well as graphics. 

 We are still in need of volunteers to serve at the Welcome Center - (once a month from 

10:15-10:40). It’s a great way to provide a welcoming atmosphere for our guests. 

 During the 9am time slot in November … one of our goals during “Cross Connect” is 

to again have more people involved in serving with our kids so that our regular teachers 

can participate as well (as we have done in the past). We want enough volunteers so that 

no one is serving in the 9am slot more than once during the month. Of course, for that to 

happen, we need your help! You can also sign-up to serve in your Connect Group during 

the month of October (starting 10/7). 

If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please let the office know. You can use one 

of the BLUE cards available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and 

we’ll be in touch! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – October 2018 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

10/7 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Warren & Carolyn B. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. 

10/14 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Bill & Pam F. ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Debbie N.  (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

10/21 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Ken & Debbie N. ———| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

10/28 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Dennis & Kay M. ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T.  (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

10/7 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Jack & Betty Hein 
10/14 Doug Graves Dan Gray/Nate Jennings 

10/21 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

10/28 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

10/7 - 8:50-10:20am 

10/7 - 10:20-dismissal 

April McCarty 

Abbi Miller 

April McCarty/Jessica McAnally 

Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller 

10/14 - 8:50-10:20am 

10/14 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Debbie Gray 

Jill/Amanda Sims 

Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

10/21 - 8:50-10:20am 

10/21 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Susan Graves 

Cheryl/Rebecca McAnally 

Graves family 

10/28 - 8:50-10:20am 

10/28 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Amanda Miller 

Carissa Virtue + Stacy Gambill 

Amanda/Megan Miller + Macy Stewart 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

10/7 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

10/14 Kristin L. -  Emily W. - Macy S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

10/21 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Les Londeen + helper 

10/28 Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S. Matt & Amber Neil 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH: 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

A “THANK YOU” to those who donated supplies for the Show-Me Christian Youth Home and to the group of Empty 

Nesters who delivered them to Show-me at their open house earlier in September. Such expressions of support are 

highly valued by those who work within that ministry as well as those who are blessed by it. 
 

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” 

project is quickly approaching. It’s a food drive by 

which the Southland FAMILY is able to be a blessing to 

those in need during the Thanksgiving season. 

Because Thanksgiving is early this year (November 

22), this project will begin in late October. Be looking 

for more details. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Our team from Guatemala returns from a week-long medical missions trip on Saturday, September 29. The 8 

who went on this trip were Ceci Austin, Ernie Emmerton, Sean Falconer, Stella Falconer, Anna Martin, Justin 

& Carissa Virtue and Ashley Worthy. While they have gone, the sending of this team has been a Southland 

FAMILY effort. In addition to other various ways of support, we provided some funds for this trip. We look 

forward to increasing our involvement in such trips moving forward.  

The team will be sharing about their trip during the 9am time slot on Sunday, October 28. 

Also, a 2019 trip is already on the calendar: June 22-29, 2019. This trip will be more of a work project.  

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

