
  

 

Upcoming 
Leadership 
Meetings 

Thursday, September 14 (6pm)  … 
meeting for elders and staff. 

Sunday, October 1 (noon) … lunch 
meeting for all leadership. 
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1630 W. Republic Road * Springfield, MO 65807 

www.gosouthland.org 
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 (with a review of FLOURISH 2017) 
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8-9  Southland kids 

9-10 M.S. and H.S. news (group 
 huddle info included) 

11-12  southlandwomen 
 

  

13-14 Encounter 

15 Connect  

16 Grow Deep  

17 Build Up 

18 September serving schedule 

19-20 Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on Sept. 27, 2017. 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

Wednesday evenings beginning August 30 

See page 16 for all the CULTIVATE details including more 
information about our content. Please remember to RSVP  

for meal purposes at the table in the foyer, in your Connect 
Group or electronically here. 

Fall church-wide CONNECT Group curriculum:  

Starting Sunday, September 10 and 

running through the end of October, we will 

begin a church-wide series in CONNECT 

Groups. If you aren’t a part of a group, it’s a great time 

to join one! 

This particular Connect Group series will help us answer 

this question: “How Should Each One Fit?” When it comes 

to the church FAMILY, what is the part we are each 

called to play as CONTRIBUTORS? 

See  page 15 for more details about this curriculum. 

http://www.gosouthland.org/form.php?pageID=75
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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this 

next ministry year as we did in the last one. 

Review of FLOURISH 2017 
As we do each year toward the end of August, we came together 
as a church family on Sunday, August 27 for our annual 
FLOURISH event. It’s a great opportunity for us to be together as 
we reflect on the ministry year behind us and prepare to move 
forward into the one ahead.  

This year, in addition to the more “informational” parts of the evening, we really tried to create a 
sense of FAMILY throughout the evening. As we’ve been emphasizing, this was the theme for our 
last ministry year, as well as the one we’re using moving forward. We enjoyed a meal and table 
conversation like family would. We played a fun #hashtag game, the kind you might play with 
your family. We took the time to mix around the room and have a chance to get to know those we 
might not already know as we continued sharing about the ways we’ve experienced blessing at 
Southland. Of course, we can add to all of that the testimonies that were shared as part of our 
service on Sunday morning, August 27. It was a great opportunity to hear as several of those 
within the SCC family shared their hearts about ways they’ve been blessed here. 

We hope it all motivated you both to consider how you have also experienced the blessing of the 
church family and to make it a priority to embrace the responsibility of helping us be such a 
church family. Whether or not you were able to be here, please make sure you check out page 3 
for more specifics on this theme. In the end, we view FLOURISH not as a culmination, but as a 
launching point. Check out the information below for specific priorities we intend to emphasize 
within this broader theme. 

NOTE:   If you were not able to be here with us for FLOURISH, we have packets available at the 
Welcome Center. While it won’t give you everything from the evening, it will certainly 
help you be up-to-speed in regards to what’s happening here at Southland. It 
specifically will provide more of an “update” when it comes to some key information 
related to our participation as well as giving/budgeting. 

PRIORITIES for emphasis within this FAMILY theme: 
At FLOURISH, we again communicated our focus for this next ministry year at Southland:  “Church FAMILY 

Matters … Each One’s Need, Each One’s Needed.” In God’s design for the church FAMILY, we find what 

we need as we each carry-out the role we’re needed to play. To help us continue our focus on this theme, 

SCC leadership has identified a set of PRIORITIES we want to emphasize moving into the new year. They 

are ideas that have arisen through our ongoing conversations and prayerful reflection designed to help us 

evaluate where we are and how God is leading us. As such things become a greater reality among us, we 

pray they will strengthen the sense of FAMILY here and that we will experience even greater blessings 

according to God’s design for us in Christ. See the specific priorities on the next page. 
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PRIORITY #1 … Being a family where each one chooses to be a CONTRIBUTOR, not a CONSUMER. This 

priority most specifically fits with our “EACH ONE” focus for this year – like within any family, a church 

FAMILY works best when all of us are contributing to the lives of one another. It’s about using our God-

given gifts to serve others and BUILD them UP. It’s about caring enough to build relationships and invest 

ourselves in the lives of those around us in the family. It’s about actively participating in the life of the 

family. This is about both heart-level attitudes and actions. 

PRIORITY #2 … Being a family that PRAYS and GROWS. We want to give greater attention to these two 

specific items.  

Regarding PRAYER, it’s about us being devoted to it as a church (see Acts 2:42). It’s also about us 

individually – each one praying for the health of our SCC family and for others within it, even for 

our “extended church family” around the globe. 

Regarding GROWTH, on one level, it’s an outcome that will happen more organically as we function 

according to God’s design (each one being a contributor). On another level, we believe it is a goal 

we need to specifically emphasize even more. It’s part of our lives of faith as followers of Jesus 

(Colossians 2:6-7) and a key reason God brings us together within His church (Ephesians 4:11-16). 

PRIORITY #3 … Being a family that values our UNITY and strives to maintain it. In the midst of all that 

might distinguish us one from another, what unites us in Christ should be much greater (Galatians 3:26-28 

and Ephesians 4:3-6). It doesn’t mean there are no issues of conflict, but it means that we choose to work 

through those things. It’s being willing to do the hard things because we are family! In the end, it creates a 

together-ness that allows us to welcome the challenge and mutual accountability of one another as it’s 

offered in the context of love.  

PRIORITY #4 … Being a family that remains committed to what happens BEYOND. Even with our 

“together” life, the church family should always have a focus beyond those already in the community. God 

called Abram to be the father of a family through which the whole earth would be blessed. So it is for us 

united together in Christ – a clear LIVE OUT emphasis to our identity as a spiritual family. 
 

Upcoming opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC: 

Sunday, September 3 at 9:30am - we invite you to join us on Labor Day 

weekend for a “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast (much like the breakfast back at 

the end of May). It’s an opportunity to come connect with others in the SCC 

family. Please make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 

Sunday mornings at 9am from September 10 through October - during 

our Connect Groups for these two months, we will be in a series that highlights the 

importance of the church FAMILY and the importance of EACH ONE of us in it. We’re 

calling it “How Should Each One Fit?” See page 15 for more details. 

Sunday, October 29 from 5-7:30pm - it’s awhile away, but make sure 

you have your calendars marked for the 2017 Kids’ Fall Festival and Chili Cook-

off. We will gather together for another “FAMILY STYLE” edition of this annual 

event. More details to come along the way. 
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GENERAL  Reminders  &  Information  ... 

PROPERTY Update: 
We want to make sure we keep you in the loop about the process of selling some of our property. Earlier 

in August, we sent out an e-mail update as the signs went up marking the land as for sale. We also noted 

at that time that there is already interest being shown in the property. That still continues not only from 

potential restaurant users seeking about one-acre, but also some interest in the whole 2-acre piece 

(approximately) that’s for sale on Republic Road for more of a retail center. We continue to be in dialogue 

with Mitchell Jenkins, our representative with R. B. Murray about the interest that is there. Part of our 

process is to make sure we are having appropriate conversations regarding the types of actual users that 

might end up on the property. As stewards of God’s resources here, we want to faithfully handle this 

responsibility from both a financial standpoint and from a values perspective. 

We will continue to share information here in this portion of “The Vine” each month as well as via e-mail 

updates when/as it is appropriate. In the meantime, please do continue to pray for God's leading to be 

evident in this process and for our wisdom to know how to best handle this - that as a leadership, we 

would proceed appropriately and faithfully as stewards of this responsibility. 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Wednesday, August 30 (and every Wednesday night from there through 

November 15) … CULTIVATE. See page 16 for all the details. There is 

also information for pre-K/grade school kids on page 8 and for middle 

school/high school youth on page 10. 

Sunday, September 3 at 9:30am … a Church FAMILY “Donuts and 

Pastries” breakfast. It will be an opportunity to come and share in a 

time of fellowship with your SCC family. Normal 9am programming 

(nursery, kids’ Sunday School classes and adult CONNECT Groups) will 

not meet this week. 

Thursday, September 7 from 9:30-11:30am (also on September 21) … MSA Mornings (Moms 

Set Apart). See page 13 for more information about this session of MSA Mornings. 

Saturday, September 9 … we have been invited to join Show-Me Christian Youth 

Home for their 50th anniversary celebration/open house. Donations that are 

brought to SCC by Sunday, September 3 will be delivered on that day. 

Saturday, September 9 … a men’s group service project, serving with Freeway Ministries and 

the “Save Our City” event at the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds (5pm). 

We have (obviously) not been as quick as we had hoped with a new “Southland 

Church Family Directory.” Hopefully, progress will be made in September. The first 

step will be a preliminary copy. Once it is made available, we ask that you help us 

by verifying the contact information we have on file. We hope to be able to get 

the new edition ready soon after we make any necessary adjustments. 
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Upcoming Dates to Remember (cont.): 
Sunday, September 10 … a new church-wide session in Connect Groups (meet at 9am, see 

the flyers in the foyer for information about these groups). 

Sunday, September 10 … after service, we will have an informational meeting 

regarding our potential mission trip to Guatemala in September of 2018. This 

is for anyone interested in the trip. Either Devin or Nancy will be here for that 

meeting to communicate more details about the trip. See page 20 for more information, 

including possible dates for the trip. 

Sunday, September 10 … a new year of Group Huddle resumes for middle school and high 

school youth. It’s time to gather together for fellowship, food and study. See page 9 for all 

the Group Huddle details. 

Tuesday, September 12 from 10-11:30am … a new session of Ladies’ Bible 

Study called “STEADFAST LOVE” begins (see pages 11-12 for details, 

including information about the curriculum). It will meet every Tuesday for 7 

weeks, ending on October 24. 

Thursday, September 14 … meetings for elders and staff at 6pm. 

Saturday, September 16 … a kick-off event for Box Top Girls: swim party at the Emmerton’s 

house. See page 12. 

Tuesday, September 19 from 6:30-8pm … the first meeting of the new motherhood.inspired 

year (see page 12 for more details). There will also be a men’s group meeting at SCC during 

that time as well (the group that has been meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of the month since 

earlier in the Spring). Childcare will be provided in conjunction with these meetings. 

Saturday, September 23 … KIDventure Treasure Hunt from 10-11:30am. See page 8 for 

more details. 

Thursday, September 28 … G6:10 Ministry meeting. 

Friday, September 29 and Saturday, September 30 … Junior Bash at Maranatha for kids 

grades 3-5 (see page 8 for details). 

Friday, September 29 and Saturday, September 30 … the Get-a-way at Ozark Christian 

College for middle school students (see page 10 for details). 

Sunday, October 1 … a lunch meeting after service for all elders, staff and 

ministry leaders (including spouses). It’s a great opportunity for leaders 

across the board to come together to collaborate, hear about what’s 

happening across the church FAMILY and spend some time praying together. 

Sunday, October 29 … our annual “Kids’ Fall Festival and Chili Cook-

off” from 5-7:30pm. So you know, as we get closer to that date, we will 

be asking for donations of candy, fall treats and Little Debbie snack 

cakes (prizes for some of the games). 
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To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can 

send an e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact the office. 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  In the past, many prayer requests have gone directly to 

Deb’s e-mail address. That has been an effective way to get such updates sent 

out as she is the one who handled that task. However, with the recent shifting 

around of responsibilities, we really do need those requests that are intended for 

the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. 

That will enable us to get that information sent out more efficiently.  

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for July = $33,677 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $6,735 

40  

Regular tithe for August = $34,628 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,675 

00  

 The fiscal year-end total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $426,977 

00 ... an average of $8,211 

10 weekly. 

Our projected budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (which would have 
required an average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we did not hit our target. Leadership continues to 
both monitor this reality and has made any necessary adjustments along the way. 

 Love Offerings for July = $730 

00     Love Offerings for August = $670 

00 

Check out page 20 for information about our missions giving over the past full fiscal year (these numbers are 
updated from the numbers shared at FLOURISH to now include August 2017). 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … July and August 2017 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 

one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

PRAYER 

 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to content from sermons, etc. Also, 

don't forget that you can also get updates and information by joining our Facebook 

group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to make this happen). 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an exciting 

ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content 

through online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style! 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his 

or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection (via 

smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via e-mail 

to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
http://www.gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

For the past three editions, we focused on the commitments made specifically by SCC leadership. This was 

done in conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders. In the May edition, we identified 

the specific commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role. In the June edition, we 

highlighted those commitments made by elders and staff together. In the July edition, we shared the staff 

commitments. It seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to lay out again the members’ 

portion of the covenant (we typically go through this at FLOURISH, but didn’t this year). These are 

designed to help SCC members know specifically what it means to belong to the church family here. 

Member Commitments: 

 As members, we covenant to protect the unity of Southland by doing that which leads to building 

up one another and avoiding that which threatens to undermine the Spirit’s bond of peace.  

 As members, we covenant to support the doctrine established by the leadership, affirming it in any 

teaching capacity and choosing not to be divisive in a potential disagreement with these beliefs.  

 As members, we covenant to strive for holiness so our lifestyles appropriately represent Christ and 

Southland. 

 As members, we covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources God has graciously provided, 

regularly giving to Southland and God’s Church of my time, abilities and financial means in a way 

that is reflective of how Christ Himself gave — sacrificially, generously and willingly. 

 As members, we covenant to help create a positive culture where people are warmly welcomed and 

encouraged to discover God’s Truth, follow Jesus and be changed by His Spirit. 

 As members, we covenant to care about the health and well-being of Southland, actively doing our 

part to help bring that about (e.g. praying for the church). 

 As members, we covenant to accept the leadership God has established at Southland, including 

their responsibility to lovingly discipline when it is appropriate. 

 As a member of Southland, who desires to participate in the priorities established by the Southland 

leadership for my own growth in Christ, I join with others and covenant to be actively involved in 

the priorities of the process statement. 
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Current Series (Now through October 29) 
Whatever you’re looking for, it seems like there’s an APP for that! It’s true 
whether you’re trying to discover ways to make your life simpler or you’re 
interested in anything from fitness to food to maps. It’s the same with God’s 
Word! The Bible is FULL of answers to everyday questions, worries, doubts, 
general curiosities and more. “There’s a Verse for That” is a 12 week journey 
for our kiddos to discover how to find such answers! 

“Children of Praise” practices for our 2017 Christmas drama/
musical begin Wednesday, September 6 (as part of Cultivate). 

Kids will be rehearsing songs, learning choreography, practicing drama and more 
in preparation for their performance on Sunday, December 10. 

This year’s story follows a jolly, humble toy maker in a small 
town just outside of Baltimore. Though he’s had much success 
in the past, rough times have fallen on him and his toy factory 
thanks to the digital age. Join him and his friends as they 
journey to imagine and create the perfect gift to bring the 
toy factory back to life. The Toy Maker’s Gift. 

2nd Annual Treasure Hunt Saturday, September 23 
Grab your treasure map, compass and telescope, we’re 
going on a KIDventure at Springfield Botanical Gardens!  

We’ll explore the park looking for treasures, play some 
super fun games and activities and enjoy a light snack 
along the way! We will meet at the park at 10am and be 
done by 11:30. 

September 29-30 at Maranatha for 3rd-5th graders. 

Join us for a weekend of fantastic fun as kids explore God’s TRUTH through science and 
apologetics. This year’s theme is “CRYING ROCKS: How Geology Points to a Creator.”  

Registration is $45 (parent sponsors  are covered if/as they are needed) - register online 
at http://maranathabiblecamp.org/junior-bash/registration. 

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/junior-bash/registration
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF ANY KIDS IN SOUTHLAND’S STUDENT MINISTRIES 
(kindergarten through high school): If you haven’t already, please make sure you sign one 
of the “Hold Harmless” forms. Our insurance is requiring these for participation in SCC’s 

activities. Copies were distributed at the parent meeting back in August. If you still 
need one (or another), you can get one from Les or Jon. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant 
worship and small group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students. 
Unless otherwise announced, it meets on Sunday nights from 6-8pm.  

Group Huddle kicked-off with a fun evening on Sunday, August 20 at the Incredible Pizza 
Company. After FLOURISH (August 27) and Labor Day weekend (September 3), normal 

Sunday evening Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 10! 

GROUP HUDDLE CONTENT:  

This semester our senior high students will participate in a series highlighting the 
attributes of God and how to see His presence in everyday life. They will be led by Les 
and his team of sponsors. Matt and Kristie will again be leading the middle school 
students (content t.b.d.). Please encourage your students to make it a priority to 
fellowship and study with their peers on Sunday evenings. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the 
expense of feeding several hungry teens at Group 
Huddle. We ask parents to send  $20 for each teen 
from your household who is attending (that covers 

the whole semester, through December). This year, Kristin Londeen and the kitchen 
team will be providing delicious meals like lasagna, chicken tenders and tacos. 

Also, parent volunteers are needed to help with the meals. Not only is it greatly 
appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! If 
your child is celebrating a special event, you are certainly more than welcome to 
bring a cake or some other kind of refreshments. Just make sure to let Les know! 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

We also help youth get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ 
Kingdom beyond Southland by supporting a mission. Last year, our Group Huddle 
students joined with SCC’s younger students in raising over $1,000 for our partners 
in North Africa. The gift allowed them to develop online materials to promote the 
Gospel in Arabic dialects. What a great blessing it was! 

For this semester, we will be supporting Jasper Rutherford and a ministry to Ireland 
(his native country). Support raised will help in his work to begin programs for high 
school youth there (being done in conjunction with Christ In Youth, the 
organization that puts on the BELIEVE and MOVE conferences here in the US). Be 
looking for an offering bank in the form of a miniature potato sack. They will 
provide a way for students to bring their money for offering, but also serve as a 
reminder to pray for the work in Ireland. 
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“See You at the Pole”  
7am Wednesday, Sept. 27 at your school’s flag pole 

“See You at the Pole” is an incredible student-led 
prayer movement that takes place each year on 
school campuses around the country. Its humble 
beginning took place in Burleson, Texas. Back in the 
summer of 1990, a youth group traveled to area high 
schools and prayed for the student body of each 
school. The idea of praying for schools and their students developed into a trend, not 
just in Texas, but all across the country. Eventually, “See You at the Pole” became a 
national event.   

Fast forward to 2017 - it is estimated that three million students will worship and pray 
at their flag poles this year. During this time, students are encouraged to pray for their 
teachers, administration and peers. We encourage our students to set their alarms early 
and be part of this incredible student-led assembly. 

Middle School NEWS 
The Ozark Christian College “Getaway” for middle 
school students is September 29-30. It’s a great 
experience designed just for middle school students. 
Overnight housing is provided in the OCC dorms. The cost is $30 which includes 
registration, a t-shirt and Saturday meals. Extra money will be needed for Friday dinner 
on-the-road and a late night ice cream snack. We will leave at 5 on Friday and return at 5 
on Saturday. A sign-up sheet is located down by the youth Sunday School rooms. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.) 
During CULTIVATE (what we call our overall Wednesday night ministry - see p. 16 for 
more details), we have ministry programming for our middle school and high school 
students. This meets from 6:30-7:45pm. 

We will be emphasizing COMMUNITY on Wednesday evenings. The Bible speaks a lot 
about this among believers. What is community? The short answer is that the word 
“community” is a compound word: “com” means with plus “unity” suggests a kind of 
togetherness. As followers of Christ, we need to take time to develop relationships, 
recognize the strengths of others, encourage one another and be willing to serve 
together. We’d like to challenge students to take a short break from their school work 
and experience this kind of “community” on Wednesday evenings.  Some evenings have 
been set aside to simply enjoy our time together as a group. Other nights are designated 
to roll up your sleeves and intentionally serve others in our church and community. 

 September 6 Let’s SERVE Ronald McDonald House 

 September 13 Let’s ENCOURAGE Care packages – College  

 September 20 Let’s BUILD UP Cleaning vans & trailer 

 September 27 Let’s PLAY Devotion & zany games 
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southlandwomen 
fall Ladies’ bible study - thoughts on the theme ... 
We all have times when we are blind-sided by life. Sometimes, it’s a result of our own choices - the results 

come and hit us hard. Other times, we are thrown into crisis mode through circumstances totally beyond our 

control. I am not sure how people who have no faith center deal with those times. Where do they turn for 

wisdom and advice? What is their source of strength and comfort? I for one cannot imagine facing life – even 

when it is going smoothly – without the guidance, conviction, and comfort of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.  

There is such great hope in knowing that literally everything in life can serve to bring glory to God if we choose 

to use it for that purpose.   

But sometimes, before we can even begin to process how God might be glorified through our life situations, 

we have to “find” God anew in the midst of them. No matter how much you love the Lord, it can be most 

challenging to find Him when you receive a phone call that a loved one is terminally ill, when your wayward 

child refuses to turn from their self-destructive path or when financial security melts away after a job is lost. 

We run to Him for comfort, but our hearts and minds can often become swallowed up in the flood of questions 

like “Why?” or “How?” If we are honest, the first thought on our minds is usually not “How can God be 

glorified through this?” That question seems to only come after the shock or hurt has receded some, only after 

some processing through the drama with God and trusted friends in our faith family. Ann Voskamp explains 

where our hearts must ultimately land in times of crisis when she writes, “In every great crisis – let it bring out 

the greatness of Christ in you. Real prayer always has eyes on Christ, not the crisis.”   

Sometimes it is not just a crisis that leaves us unsettled and wondering where God is in the midst of our 

circumstances. Even a change in life seasons can leave us feeling beat up and trying to wrap our minds around 

God’s purpose in them. I have sat across from numerous new moms who want prayer that their new little 

blessing would just sleep or who need prayer because the reality of being a mom is more daunting than 

anything they had imagined.  Without a doubt, every change in our lives can leave us searching for God’s 

comfort and guidance – even when they are changes we have anticipated and planned.   

Throughout our lives there are times when worship is easy. Yet, there are other times when God seems to be 

distant and try as we might to find Him, He does not seem to come closer. Whatever the circumstances, 

whatever the cause, we find ourselves searching and feeling adrift. And yet, maybe even a sacrifice through 

tears and questions is worship that honors Him. There are those time when we choose to worship out of sheer 

faith and the knowledge that He loves us and sees us in our struggle.   

Psalm 107 is a call to worship that gives us the perspective we need as we face all of our seasons and storms. In 

Lauren Chandler’s introduction to Steadfast Love (the study we will be using for this Fall 2017 session of Ladies’ 

Bible Study)  she writes this about Psalm 107: 

“The beauty of this Psalm is that there is not one season in which we have not found ourselves. It is an 

invitation to self-examination balanced by God-exaltation. We see ourselves with the psalmist’s eyes, 

we recognize the ache, the sting, the heaviness, and, we identify with their cry for help. The picture of 

God’s deliverance in each scenario encourages us to trust that He is willing and able – that there is a 

God who cares, who is not far off, who concerns Himself with our concerns, and who is the only One 

capable of rescuing us. … No matter if we’re hungry and thirsty, heavy-hearted, entangled in sin, or 

weathering a storm, God is the Lord of steadfast love, the anchor of our souls.”  

See the next page for more details about this session of Ladies’ Bible Study. 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high 
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Typically, it will meet on the last Friday of the month 
during the school year (different in September). 

M.S.A. Mornings (Moms Set Apart)   
Thursdays, September 7 & 21 (9:30-11:30am) 
 

Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting to help 
with childcare and other MSA ministry expenses. 

 The content for this session will be a RightNow Media series called “No More 
Perfect Moms” by Jill Savage. 

Please register for MSA Mornings either on the MSA Facebook page or by e-
mailing Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

motherhood.inspired 

This ministry is designed for any moms with kids still 

in the home - it’s a time to share, grow and breathe. 

We will be continuing last year’s theme with each 

meeting focusing on a different “life hack” applicable 

for moms. It’s a great way for us to tune-in to what 

the Designer of life has to say about living well. 

The new year of motherhood.inspired begins 

Tuesday, September 19 from 6:30-8pm. 

The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses. 

NOTE:  This year, there will also be an opportunity for men coinciding with 

motherhood.inspired. This will be a continuation of the men’s group that has been 

meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Let us know if you have any questions.  

Box Top Girls 
The BTG year will 

kick-off on Saturday, 
September 16 with a 
swim party at the 
Emmerton’s house 

from 1-3pm.  

More details about 
BTG will be sent out 

in the mail soon. 

This Fall session of Ladies’ Bible Study begins Tuesday, Sept. 

12 and will run for seven weeks - 10-11:30am each week. 

Childcare will again be provided during this session. 

Join us for this time as we grow in God’s love 
and in relationship with one another! 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Build My Life” - A Song Reflection from Jon ... 

NOTE: From time-to-time, Jon uses this spot to reflect on a song we use on Sunday mornings. Sometimes, 

it’s the actual story behind the song - what inspired its writing. Other times, it’s simply a more in- 

depth look at the lyrics and the song’s basic meaning - such is the case here. 

Recently we’ve introduced a newer song titled “Build My Life” 

written by a band called Housefires. That band is actually the 

same band who originally wrote the song “Good, Good Father” 

which was likely the most popular new congregational song over 

the last two years or so. Although I love “Good, Good Father,” in 

my mind, there is something about this “Build My Life” song that 

reaches a whole new level of depth in both its beauty and 

teaching.  

The song begins with simple praise and adoration which is 

common for a worship song. However, because of its simplicity, I 

believe the individual singing the song has the opportunity to truly 

turn the lyrics toward God instead of focusing in on a complex 

melody and rhythm.  

Here are the lyrics to that portion of the song: 

Worthy of every song we could ever sing.  

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring. 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe, we live for You. 

Jesus, the Name above every other name. 

Jesus, the only One who could ever save. 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe, we live for You. 

I know everyone has their own views and opinions on what makes a great worship song, and that is completely 

okay. God gave each one of us unique tastes in the music and methods we use to connect with God. For me, 

there are two key components to an effective song: (1) its simplicity and (2) how its directed toward God. 

Among other things, I believe these key components help to develop an atmosphere of worship and to bring 

the hearts of worshipers into a state of focus. That’s so important, especially in the midst of life’s complexities 

where there are many other distractions that can cause our minds and hearts to wander in other directions. A 

song that simply invites us to focus on Him is so vital.  

This song adds to that the element of prayer - words expressed to God through song, like the song’s chorus: 

Holy, there is no one like You, there is none beside You.  

Open up my eyes in wonder. 

Show me who You are and fill me with Your heart 

and lead me in Your love to those around me. 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

On Sunday, September 3, we will take our sermon time to focus on a couple of the priorities we introduced at FLOURISH 
for our new ministry year: UNITY (the focus of the message itself) and PRAYER (time spent actually praying together).  

From there, we will launch into our main Fall 2017 sermon series. At this time 
on the calendar, we typically focus a series on a particular portion of God’s 
Word. This year, we are going to be dealing with some of the Old Testament 
story - specifically, events that took place with the Passover and the Promised 
Land as the bookends. We’re calling it “Ancient FAMILY of Faith” … a reminder 
that as a church FAMILY, we do stand as part of a faith heritage that extends 
back to the OT people of God. Each week, we will take a different scene or 
portion of that overall story and consider what we can and should learn from these ancestors of our faith family. Like them, 
we are God’s people - chosen, redeemed and on a journey to our Promised Land. 

September 10   The Passover - God’s First Act of a Redeeming Rescue (Exodus 11-12) 

September 17  The Crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 14-15) 

September 24 Grumbling in the Wilderness (Exodus 16) 

How to listen to content you may have missed ... 
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for 
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to 
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added. 
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen. 

Just a note:  ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the 
  “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for). 

These lyrics express the exact prayer I have for each and every one of us as I prepare each week for the wor-

ship set and/or lesson I may be teaching. I pray that we would recognize God’s holiness and greatness so that 

we may be humbled before Him as we gather. I ask God to reveal Himself to each of us as in any form possible, 

whether that’s through song, the message or through interacting with one another. And then I ask (and I say 

this to you every single week) that we don’t view Sunday as “IT” but that we carry the love and truth we’ve 

received out into the world to share with those around us.  

Dedication is key. We can sing about how good God is. We can ask Him to reveal Himself to us all we want. 

However, if we don’t truly commit our lives to him, then our assemblies, our words and our songs - they are all 

meaningless. That’s why I love the bridge of this song: 

I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken 

To “build” something takes work, effort, planning and perseverance. It also takes a willingness to trust that up-

on which we build - in this case, Christ who is our Cornerstone. When we sing any song on Sunday, it’s good to 

not just sing, but to meditate on the lyrics and truly focus in on what we’re telling our God. We can sing such 

powerful lyrics all we want, but in the end, they’re meaningless unless we’re working each and every day to 

truly build our lives on Him!  
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in CONNECT Groups … 

As we mentioned earlier in “The Vine,”  after a week-off from groups for a church FAMILY breakfast on 

Labor Day weekend (Sunday, 9/3 at 9:30), we will then spend the rest of September and October in 

“normal” groups with a church-wide curriculum related to our church “FAMILY” theme. 

We are calling this Connect Group series: “How Should Each One Fit?” It’s 

part of our broader emphasis on this idea of “Church FAMILY Matters: 

Each One’s Need, Each One’s Needed.” One of the key priorities we are 

emphasizing with this theme during the upcoming ministry year is the idea 

of EACH ONE being a CONTRIBUTOR, not a CONSUMER. In other words, 

because of how God has designed the church FAMILY to operate, it 

requires something from EACH ONE of us! It’s the only way for each of us 

to find what we need within the church … by each of us discovering and 

contributing what is needed from us. 

This Connect Group series will help us consider HOW we each fit. Like different pieces of a puzzle, the Holy 

Spirit brings us together for the sake of the church as a whole and each of us individually. Indeed, as we 

each find our fit, it brings about great blessing for the church FAMILY.  Specifically, we will be looking at 

ACTIONS (things we practically do as part of the church FAMILY) and ATTITUDES (the basic heart 

behind the way we do things within the church FAMILY) that EACH ONE should have. 

The first two Sundays (September 10 and 17), we will consider some foundational attitudes we 

should have when it comes to being a part of the church family. It’s about seeing ourselves as a 

participant who gives, not just receives. It’s about treasuring the blessing and gift of belonging to 

the family. It’s about joyfully and willingly embracing a responsibility. Again, even as we are blessed 

by being a part of the church FAMILY, we are to be CONTRIBUTORS, not CONSUMERS. 

September 24 will involve a look at the specific responsibility of using what God has gifted us with 

to bless and serve others within the church FAMILY - what we call the BUILD UP priority. 

See the next page for details about a Wednesday night option of this same content during CULTIVATE. 

 

We are also planning another session of “Cross CONNECT” 

for November (as in March). These are inter-generational 

groups that gather for faith-related conversations. While 

it’s great to be with our “normal” groups where many life 

situations are similar, it’s also good to have this kind of 

experience as well - just like in a FAMILY!! 
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We have already communicated information about this current session of CULTIVATE (the first of two 

rounds for this Fall, each of them six-weeks long). Just as a reminder, here are three specific classes 

we are offering from now through October 4: 

 Option #1 “Revolutionary Parenting” ... a research-based curriculum that studies the lives of 

thriving adult Christians to help today’s parents consider how they can most 

effectively shape their children’s faith for a life-long commitment to Christ. 

 Option #2 A Bible study of the NT letter of “Galatians” - Pat Little will be leading this 

reflection through Paul’s words to the churches in Galatia. 

 Option #3 A Wednesday evening option of the content we will be using in our Connect 

Groups: “How Should Each One Fit” (see the previous page for details) … this is 

specifically being offered for those who are unable to attend a 9am Sunday 

morning group for whatever reason (e.g. teaching a kids’ Sunday School class).  

This class will meet during both six-week sessions of Fall 2017 Cultivate. 

See the flyers in the foyer for more details - also available electronically here: Fall Cultivate Flyer. 

More about Wednesday evening MEALS, including how to RSVP. We make meals available for the 

sake of convenience as well as for an opportunity to fellowship with others in the Southland family. 

We will serve from 5:30 to a little after 6. Here are some details regarding the meals: 

The cost for each meal is $3/person (a max of $12/family - a slight increase here). 

You can RSVP in the foyer or in your CONNECT Group.  

We are also trying out an electronic RSVP option for this session. It can be found at the 

following location: http://www.gosouthland.org/form.php?pageID=75 (on electronic devices, 

you can click directly on the link to go to the RSVP form). 

As always, we will have ministry programming for our young people on Wednesday nights, including 

Children of Praise practice for kids age 4 through 5th grade. See the flyer or the information within 

the student ministry pages of “The Vine” - pages 8 and 10 - for more specifics.  

DEEPER LIFE GROUPS … If you are wanting to be a part of a group designed for close community 

and study of God’s Word, let us know and we’ll help find one of these groups for you. Perhaps as we 

get past the more chaotic summer schedule, it’s a good time for you to get involved in such a group. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_session_flyer.pdf
http://www.gosouthland.org/form.php?pageID=75
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A special “THANK YOU” to Bob & Liz Wood. In 

addition to all the ways they regularly serve, they 

came on short notice and mowed/trimmed the yard 

when our mower was out of commission. 

A “THANK YOU” to all of those who helped make FLOURISH 2017 happen. From those who 

helped prepare and serve the meal to the crew who helped to get the room set-up for the 

evening and torn-down afterward … THANKS for helping in whatever way you did!! 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY 

We are still in need of volunteers to serve at the Welcome Center - 25 minutes once a month 

around both of our Sunday morning start times (either from 8:45-9:10 or from 10:15-10:40). It’s a 

great way to provide a welcoming atmosphere for our guests. 

For this new season of “CULTIVATE” (launched Aug. 30), we are in need of  volunteers to 

help with the meal preparation on Wednesday evenings. It’s a great blessing to those who 

are here, especially those coming straight from work. It also helps to facilitate some 

opportunity for relational connecting over the meal. Especially with Debbie’s changed role, we 

need extra hands to help with this. Please contact the office if you are willing/able to help. 

In the past, we have tried to make better use of online communication tools. It was a ministry we 

called SOCM = “Southland Online Communications Ministry.” We would love to make this 

more of an emphasis both within the SCC FAMILY and as a way of providing a great digital 

“first impression” to those beyond SCC. Contact Jon if this is an area in which you are willing 

and gifted to serve. 

At the Welcome Center, we have flyers with regular, ongoing ways people can serve and 

BUILD UP one another here at SCC. There are also BLUE CARDS to use to respond with how 

you are willing to serve in one of these areas. 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – September 2017 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

9/3/17   
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)   

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) A. J. & Terra G. 

9/10/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

9/17/17  
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)  

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnna M. 

9/24/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

 

|——— Warren & Carolyn B. ———| 

|————— Jay & Kim T. —————| 

|————— Bill & Pam F. —————| 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

9/3/17 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Cheryl/Sean Boland 
9/10/17 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

9/17/17 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

9/24/17 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

9/3/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/3/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

——— 

Stacy Gambill 

——— 

Stacy Gambill + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

9/10/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/10/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Debbie Gray 

Carissa Virtue and teen helper 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

9/17/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/17/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Jill Cobb 

Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally 

The Cobb Family 

9/24/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/24/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 

Susan Graves 

Amanda/Abbi Miller 

The Graves family 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

9/3/17 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Les L. - Rori C. - Noah W. 

9/10/17 Kristin L. - Emily W. - Anna M Jon & Katy C. - David & April C. 

9/17/17 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Matt & Amber N. - Andy & Donna L. 

9/24/17 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L. 

 

|————— Bob & Liz W. —————| 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

We want to specifically use this space in this month’s edition of “The Vine” to highlight some upcoming 

opportunities to “LIVE OUT” faith with our ministry partners: 

As a reminder (we communicated more details in the previous edition of “The Vine”), the Empty Nesters and the G6:10 

Ministry are once again teaming up to help support the Show Me Christian Youth Home near Sedalia, Missouri.  

Each year, Show Me hosts an open house in September (this year, it’s on Saturday, 9/9 as they are also celebrating 

their 50th anniversary!). Leading up to that date, we are collecting household supplies that will be taken and delivered 

to Show-Me on that day (anyone wanting to go is welcome). There are all kinds of needs they have, but for our 

purposes, it would best to donate household items like trash bags, toilet paper, band-aids, etc. The kinds of things any 

large family would use on a routine basis. Donations need to be returned by Sunday, September 3. 

There are also a couple more “FUN” opportunities during the upcoming weeks and months to help support our 

ministry partners. 

The 21st annual CCH Golf Tournament is Saturday, 

September 16 at Bill & Payne Stewart Golf Course in 

Springfield (start time is 8 AM). It is a 2-person scramble 

and the cost is $65 per person. Proceeds go to support 

CCH’s annual missions trips. 

If you are interested, sign-up directly with Tyler Richter at 

CCH (trichter@cchonthe.net). 

On Saturday, October 7, the Pregnancy Care Center will host its annual 

“Walk for Life.” It will be at the PCC facility at 1342 E. Primrose instead of 

Jordan Valley Park. For information and/or to register, visit the PCC’s 

website: http://www.417pcc.org/events/walk-life. It’s a great way for us to 

support the PCC while coming together with others for a fun time! 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

mailto:tyler@cchonthe.net
http://www.417pcc.org/events/walk-life
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

2 specific updates related to Life of Hope: 

1. The VBS offering of $1,365
80

 ended up purchasing 86 pairs of shoes - 172 individual shoes if you 

like the sound of that even better   ! Our kids will be able to see some pictures during children’s 

church of some of the kids from Guatemala they were able to bless!! 

2. We are planning a trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope in September of 2018 - it will be either Sept. 

15-22 or Sept. 22-29 … either way, both the departure dates and the return dates are Saturdays. We 
will be having an informational meeting on Sunday, September 10 (of this year) after service for 
anyone who has interest in going. We encourage you to be here with us for that - even if you have 

just a little bit of interest at this point - to find out more about the possible experience. 

 

FOREIGN MISSIONS giving - again, direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special 

fundraising efforts (NOTE: this is for the past fiscal year - September 2016 through August 2017 … slightly 

different than the numbers shared at FLOURISH which went August 2016 through July 2017)): 

 CICM:  $10,800 + another  $3,250 love offerings 

 Partners in North Africa:  $14,400  

 Contributions to the  team fund in N. Africa: $6,000  

 Life of Hope:  $6,000  + another $100 love offerings 

 A TOTAL of $37,200 support directly to our foreign partners + another $3,350 in love offerings. 

In addition to this regular giving to our foreign partners, we also sent out $2,750 in additional support to 

foreign missions. That is far less than we have in the past due to the overall budget situation. Right now, our 

monthly commitments take up a good portion of our overall funds for supporting foreign missions. 

The youth offering to Team Expansion ($1,029
80

) or the VBS offering are not included in these numbers. 

LOCAL MISSIONS giving - direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special fundraising 

efforts (NOTE: this is for the past fiscal year - September 2016 through August 2017 … slightly different than the 

numbers shared at FLOURISH which went August 2016 through July 2017): 

 Ozark Christian College: $4,250 Christian Campus House: $4,095 

 Pregnancy Care Center: $3,07795 Salvation Army: $3,360  

 Show-Me Youth Home: $650 Maranatha: $1,695 

That makes our total giving to these local partners:  $17,12795. 

This doesn’t include other expenses related to our partnerships with local missions (e.g. support we provide in the form 

of paying for sponsors to attend events, camp scholarships, etc.) nor does it include special offerings/drives we 

participate in with our local missions or other expenses related to our local outreach like the “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

