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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Review of FLOURISH 2018 

As we do each year toward the end of August, we came 
together as a church family on Sunday, August 26 for 
our annual FLOURISH event. It’s a great opportunity for 
us to enjoy being together as a church family. Through 
the food, fun and fellowship (even the mixers!) it was 
once again a time to participate in community … life 
together. It was a chance to reflect on the ministry year 
behind us - to share what has happened, especially 
celebrating the good. It was a time to re-focus as we 

prepare to move forward into the one ahead. What seems to happen every year happened 
again: at the end of the evening, we were able to rejoice in the privilege of being a part of God’s 
church family here at Southland! 

There were many highlights to the evening - for example, see the next page specifically for one 
related to our ministry staff as well as one related to the property sale. One of the definite joys 
was being able to reflect together as many from within the Southland family shared their heart 
related to our “STRIVE” theme. There was Ernie Emmerton sharing about his preparation for the 
Guatemala trip, a process that has included a Spanish class. There was Pat Burge speaking about 
prayer. There was Adam Faulkner reflecting on how that theme intersects with his story as he 
launches into his new role here at Southland. There was Truman Seal talking about how he 
intends for his serving within the worship team to be just one of many expressions of how he 
wants to live out his faith in Christ. There were Mike Seal, Ben Jennings and Donna Lillard all 
sharing about the ways that they strive in trying to integrate faith in Christ into their jobs. There 
were the Virtues, Justin and Carissa, talking about the journey of international adoption that has 
been unfolding. Each person’s testimony contributed to the whole value of the time.  

Of course, a big part of the value of such sharing is the way 
that it encourages and inspires the rest of us. This theme for 
our new ministry year is all about the ways God is leading us 
to go beyond the comfortable in our pursuit of Him and His 
plans for our lives of faith. It’s not what we experience by 
passively sitting back, but by actively exerting our energy 
and effort as we work in partnership with His working in us. 
Hopefully, you have a “STRIVE card” (there are more in the 
foyer at Southland) and a magnet - use these to help 
identify some goals you believe God is leading you to STRIVE towards this year. Maybe it’s about 
your own growth in Christ. Maybe it’s about your participation in the life of the Southland family. 
Maybe it’s about the way you are sensing God leading you to LIVE OUT your faith. Whatever it 
may be, join your Southland family (we too are identifying such church-wide goals) in STRIVING 
… “Because We Are MADE to THRIVE!” 

NOTE:   If you were not able to be here with us for FLOURISH, we have packets available in the 
foyer (along with other materials). While it won’t give you everything from the 
evening, it will certainly help you be up-to-speed in regards to what’s happening here 
at Southland. It specifically will provide more of an “update” when it comes to some key 
information related to our participation as well as giving/budgeting. 
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Regarding the ongoing STAFF TRANSITION ...  

We are providing ongoing updates as the process unfolds. It will cover the whole time period 
from May through to the completion of it all with the eventual addition of a new staff member.  

At FLOURISH 2018, we made the announcement that we are officially hiring Adam Faulkner to 
continue with us in a part-time capacity. He has been working with our worship ministry for the 
past several months as the “friendly neighborhood intern” - it will all basically be the same, just 
changing “intern” to “part-time staff guy.” If the past few months were an interview, Adam has 
aced it. Through his cheerful demeanor, his servant heart and his obvious love for people, he has 
quickly found a spot in the hearts of those in the Southland family. Add to that the way in which 
he has handles the job duties responsibly and more than capably, it all made for a very natural 
decision. We are grateful for those within the worship team who have stepped-up in this 
transition. It will be great to watch as God continues to be at work. See p. 13 for more information 
about what this will look like within our ENCOUNTER time. Also, check out this note from Adam: 

Dear Southland Family, 

Hello! Adam “The Friendly Neighborhood Part Time Person” here! I wanted to take a moment 

and say thank you to all of the Southland Family for being so welcoming over this summer. 

Words cannot express how wonderful it has been and how thankful I am to have been a part of 

your congregation. It has been a joy and privilege to be with you and I am honored that I get the 

privilege of continuing to be a part of your family. Southland is truly a special place and one I’m 

proud to have the opportunity to learn, grow, and strive with over the coming years! I am 

extremely excited to begin this new adventure with you!  

Part of what we shared at FLOURISH is that once the property sale happens (see below), we are 
going to be in a position where we should still be able to hire an additional full-time staff member 
as well. The basic plan is for this to be an “associate” role - the specific duties are still being 
worked out. We continue to wait for the right time as we keep striving to make the Southland 
ministry staff team even more effective. We rejoice with where God has brought this already; 
please continue to join us in prayer for the way it will continue to unfold. 

PROPERTY SALE Update: 
We have been using this space to provide regular updates regarding the sale of 

a piece of our property. It is the Northwest portion of our lot, bordering 

Republic Road. The lot we’re selling is made up of the pieces “1a” and “1b” on 

the map to the right. While we initially hoped for the sale to be completed by 

mid-June, that has obviously not happened. Next, our hope was that it would be 

completed even by FLOURISH 2018 at the end of August. That didn’t happen 

either. While there has been some delay in the working out of the process, 

everything is still tracking albeit more slowly than hoped - as of now, the target 

is “on or before September 21.” 

Also, as we shared at FLOURISH 2018, we discovered last week a development that was a shift for us. The end 

user would no longer be the financial institution as previously indicated. To be clear, the same developer is still 

the main buyer; it’s just a matter of who will be the actual tenant. There were certainly aspects of the financial 

institution that appealed to us - i.e. basic use that did not include Sundays, something that would have been 

ideal for sharing their parking. That being said, we continue to wait and trust in God’s working through this 

whole process. We do know that there are plenty of protections agreed to contractually to make sure that the 

end user does not somehow conflict with who we are. 

(continued on next page) 
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Upcoming opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC: 

Sunday, September 2 at 9:30am — we invite you to join us on the Sunday 

of Labor Day weekend for a “donuts and pastries” church FAMILY breakfast. It’s an 

opportunity to come connect in a more relaxed time of sharing with others in the 

SCC family. Make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 

Sunday, October 14 at 5pm — we are still working on the details, but we are planning a Fall church 

FAMILY event for this date. It will replace the Chili Cook-off and Kids’ Fall Festival we have had in past years. Be 

watching for more details. 

Some 9am Room Adjustments - starting September 9: 
Due to growing numbers in our  middle school and high school Sunday School classes, 

the following room adjustments are being made:  Middle School to Room #6 … High 

School to the Gathering Room … “The Refuge” to the Great Room … Free at Last to 

Room #7. We will continue to make adjustments as needed. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are back to meeting as normal for the 

September and October. That includes Empty Nesters and Free at Last back to meeting 

in their regular groups as well. See page 14 for more specifics. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See pages 12-13. 

Wednesdays - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time otherwise … CULTIVATE - our 

Wednesday evening “GROW DEEP” ministry. This session starts September 5 

and runs through mid-November. See page 15 for more details. 

PROPERTY SALE Update (continued): 
When that sale does finally go through, it will eventually lead to some adjustments to our parking situation. 

Regardless of the end user, we will have an agreement allowing us to park even on those lots. That’s a big 

“win” that we worked to make sure was included. As things continue to unfold, we will provide all the specifics 

(they will move from being more theoretical now to actually known then) and how we will be impacted in the 

short-term development phase as well as the longer-term.  

Of course, the biggest relief coming from the sale will be budgetary. With 90% of the proceeds going to our 

MORTGAGE, it will be reduced from the $965,000 range to under $200,000. Likewise, our monthly payment 

($7,500/month) will be reduced significantly as well. All of that will facilitate using more of our budget to focus 

even more on MINISTRY! And yes, there are still going to be funds available for MAINTENANCE projects too. 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Ongoing through Sunday, September 2 … we are collecting supplies for 

Show-Me Christian Youth Home. 

Sunday, September 2 at 9:30am … donuts and pastries breakfast; no Connect 

Groups or kids’ Sunday School classes (normal 10:30 programming). 

Wednesday, September 5 … the first night of our new CULTIVATE year. See 

page 16 for more details about the plans for this year’s session (see page 7 

for details related to Children of Praise). 

Thursday, September 6 … MSA (Moms Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30. 

Friday, September 7 … first BTG of the year. 

Saturday, September 8 … we have been invited to join “Show-Me Christian Youth Home” for 

its annual open house. This will be the day that supplies are taken and delivered. 

Sunday, September 9 … normal Group Huddle resumes for the school year. It’s time to 

gather together for fellowship, food and study. See page 9 for all the Group Huddle details.  

Sunday, September 16 … lunch meeting for the worship team after ENCOUNTER. 

Thursday, September 20 … MSA (Moms Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30. 

Saturday, September 22 … CCH golf tournament. See page 19 for more details. 

Saturday, September 22 through Saturday, September 29 … Southland’s 

mission trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope. Be praying for the team as they 

continue the preparation process. 

Friday, September 28 through Saturday, September 29 … 

Middle School Getaway at Ozark Christian College. See page 

10 for more details. 

Saturday, September 29 … Walk-4-Life. See page 20 for more details. 

Sunday, October 14 at 5pm … Fall Southland church FAMILY event (no chili cook-off and kids’ 

fall festival this year; this event is in lieu of that). More details to follow. 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for August = $31,601 

00 (4 Sundays)    Average weekly tithe = $7,900 

25  

That brings our annual total to $428,803 for this past fiscal year (see page 20 for some specifics 

about our missions giving during this time). 

We do know that a large December positively impacted our overall total; and, as anticipated, things evened 

out recently. Through the daycare and other things, we are at a spot where God has navigated us through 

this season. Obviously, a big factor is the property sale, specifically, the mortgage relief it will offer (currently 
paying $7,500 a month), not to mention the overall reduction in debt. Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your 

faithful participation through your giving! We look forward to the way that God is going to continue to 

provide the resources we need to carry-on the work He has given! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … August 2018 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

For the past three editions, we focused on the commitments made specifically by SCC leadership. This was 

done in conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders. In the May edition, we identified 

the specific commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role. In the June edition, we 

highlighted those commitments made by elders and staff together. In the early August edition, we shared 

the staff commitments. It seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to lay out again the 

members’ portion of the covenant (it’s especially appropriate on the heels of FLOURISH 2018). These are 

designed to help SCC members know specifically what it means to belong to the church family here. 

Member Commitments: 

 As members, we covenant to protect the unity of Southland by doing that which leads to building 

up one another and avoiding that which threatens to undermine the Spirit’s bond of peace.  

 As members, we covenant to support the doctrine established by the leadership, affirming it in any 

teaching capacity and choosing not to be divisive in a potential disagreement with these beliefs.  

 As members, we covenant to strive for holiness so our lifestyles appropriately represent Christ and 

Southland. 

 As members, we covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources God has graciously provided, 

regularly giving to Southland and God’s Church of my time, abilities and financial means in a way 

that is reflective of how Christ Himself gave — sacrificially, generously and willingly. 

 As members, we covenant to help create a positive culture where people are warmly welcomed and 

encouraged to discover God’s Truth, follow Jesus and be changed by His Spirit. 

 As members, we covenant to care about the health and well-being of Southland, actively doing our 

part to help bring that about (e.g. praying for the church). 

 As members, we covenant to accept the leadership God has established at Southland, including 

their responsibility to lovingly discipline when it is appropriate. 

 As a member of Southland, who desires to participate in the priorities established by the Southland 

leadership for my own growth in Christ, I join with others and covenant to be actively involved in 

the priorities of the process statement. 



7 

 

Our team of volunteers has been working to carry on with the “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry (the 
leadership of this team was part of Jon’s role). That includes our regular leaders in our “Kid 
ENCOUNTER” time. For Children of Praise on Wednesday nights, that also involves some other 
volunteers who have stepped-up to help with the kids (see below for more specifics about C.O.P. 
in September and beyond). We are continuing to strive to make sure our ministry to our grade 
school students and families successfully continues on. 
 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

We are still using this year-long curriculum titled “Discipleship Jr.” It’s 
designed to equip kids in all areas of their life: heart, soul, mind and 
strength. We don’t want to just feed kids information; we want to make 
sure God’s Word is in their hearts for transformation! This material is 
an effective way of working towards that goal. Kid ENCOUNTER offers 
a great opportunity for our kids to come and learn on their level.  

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting during our 10:30 ENCOUNTER time as normal throughout the 
month of September (kids start in the service with their families before being dismissed). 

 

“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
This has become customary during the Fall session of Cultivate. Kids ages 4 
through 6th grade (a change for this year) participate in “Children of 
Praise.” They spend Wednesday evenings rehearsing songs, practicing drama 
and more in preparation for their annual Christmas performance; this year 
that will be on Sunday, December 9. A team of volunteers leads them during 
this time. Practices start with the launching of CULTIVATE on Wednesday, 
September 5 (see p. 15 for broader details).  

Unlike in the past few years, C.O.P. is using a packaged Christmas drama 
this year. This year’s story is called “The First Leon.” Through this 
musical, kids are preparing to help share the true meaning of Christmas. 

Friday, Oct. 5 & Saturday, Oct. 6 … for 3rd-5th graders 

It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun, science experiments and learning about God and His 
creation at Maranatha; this session’s theme is “Scripture and Science.”  

Registration is $35 (SCC will cover $10/child).  Parent sponsors are covered if/as they are 
needed. Online registration is not available as of the end of August. Look for more info in 

September about how you can sign-up and let us know your child will be attending. 
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Les’ latest  

During our recent FLOURISH gathering, the “Strive” theme was highlighted to our church body. According to 

the Merriam-Webster dictionary, “strive” is defined as “devoting serious effort or energy.” This is an attitude 

that can be applied in many different ways. So, in reference to our church family, what if we made a 

commitment to strive for AUTHENTICITY in our walk with Christ? When I say authenticity, I’m referring to our 

lives truly and genuinely reflecting Christ. No matter what setting we find ourselves in, no matter the company 

we are around, no matter what situations arise – we choose to live authentic lives following Jesus’ example. 

The truth is, it’s easier to live our lives with our feet on both sides of the line. We know how to live at church; 

but then, we might be a completely different person at home, school or work. Unfortunately, for some people 

it’s easier to live a double life.  

A man named Gary Thompson recently made headlines. Gary was involved in a motorcycle accident in 1993 

that left him confined to a wheelchair and mentally disabled. The accident left him in a position to lose 

everything, and he resorted to panhandling to support himself. Anybody with any sympathy at all would give 

to a man who had gone through as much as Thompson had. But, it was all an act. Thompson was not 

handicapped, homeless, or mentally ill. The only thing that he was telling the truth about was that he was in an 

accident that left him temporarily injured – an accident for which he was given a $2 million settlement. Some 

people in the Lexington, Kentucky area became suspicious about Thompson’s condition. He was caught by a 

news reporter speaking without any mental handicap or speech impediment, and then again by another 

reporter wearing a hidden camera. When interviewed by a reporter after he was exposed, Thompson replied, 

“I appreciate you guys busting me. … Yeah, I’m really good at it, really good. I clear about $100,000 a 

year doing this.” Thompson went on to say, “I am normal, it just helps to be mentally handicapped.” 

The only thing authentic about Gary was his fraudulent behavior. 

So what does authentic Christ-like living look like? Paul says, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain” (Philippians 1:21). Most people focus on the second part of the verse - “to die is gain” - and contemplate 

the joys of heaven. But, we should not overlook what comes before. The importance of the phrase “to live is 

Christ” cannot be overstated. In all honesty, this phrase should be central to every Christian’s life. In this 

statement, the apostle Paul is saying that everything he has tried to be, everything he is, and everything he 

looked forward to being – it all pointed to Christ. From the time of Paul’s conversion until his martyrdom, 

every move he made was aimed at advancing the knowledge, gospel, and church of Christ.  

Authentic living means that we proclaim the gospel of Christ with our words and with 

our lives. Paul preached in synagogues; he preached at riversides; he preached as a 

prisoner; he preached as an apostle; he preached as a tentmaker. His message was 

constant: “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). He brought the message 

of Christ’s sacrifice to kings, soldiers, statesmen, priests, and philosophers, Jews and 

Gentiles, men and women. He would preach to literally anyone who would listen. 

Authentic living means that Christ is our focus, our goal, and our chief desire. It means Christ is the center 

point of our mind, heart, body, and soul. It means that in everything that we do, we do it all for Christ’s glory.  

Let us encourage one another and strive for authenticity. 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF ANY KIDS IN SOUTHLAND’S STUDENT MINISTRIES (kindergarten through high 

school): If you haven’t already, please make sure you sign one of the “Hold Harmless” forms. 

Copies were distributed at the parent meeting back in August. If you still need one (or another), 

you can pick-up and sign one in the office. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive 
to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s 
Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

Group Huddle kicked-off with a fun evening on Sunday, August 19 at the Incredible 
Pizza Company. After FLOURISH (August 26) and Labor Day weekend (September 2), 

normal Sunday evening Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 9! 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each week. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of 
feeding several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to 
send  $20 for each teen from your household who is attending 
(that covers the whole semester, through December). This year, 

the kitchen team will be providing delicious meals like cashew chicken, stuffed ravioli and tacos.  

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help with meals. Not only is it greatly 
appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check with Les 
about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

We also help youth get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond 
Southland by supporting a mission each semester. Last year, our Group Huddle students joined 
with SCC’s younger students in raising over $650 for work in Ireland and $615 for David Dale 
who works in Laos.  

This semester, we are partnering with Samuel and Rachel Martin who 
are working with a newly established gathering in Kyoto, Japan called 
Mustard Seed Christian Church. Kyoto is one of three major cities in a 
metropolitan area (Osaka and Kobe are the other two) with over 19 
million people - the Christian population in Kyoto makes up less than 
1%. It’s a great opportunity to help spread the Good News of Jesus! 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

 Sunday, 9/9 Normal Group Huddle – EAT IT! … “Macho Nacho” 

Sunday, 9/16 Normal Group Huddle – WEAR IT! … “School Spirit” 

Sunday, 9/23 Normal Group Huddle – PLAY IT! … “Mascot Madness” 

Sunday, 9/30 Normal Group Huddle – DRESS UP! … “Crazy Career Night” 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.) 
During our Wednesday night CULTIVATE ministry (see p. 15 for details), we have programming for 
middle school and high school students. They will be led through a curriculum called “Plugged In: 
Connecting Students to the Heart of God’s Biblical Principles.” This meets from 6:30-7:45pm. 
NOTE: 6th graders will be with C.O.P. during the Fall session of CULTIVATE. 
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MORE m.s. AND h.s. NEWS 
The annual “See You at the Pole” event for students will be 
Wednesday, September 26 at 7am. It’s an annual gathering for prayer, 
Scripture reading and worship before the start of classes … all student-led. 
Make sure you have this day on your calendar and make plans to be a part of 
this event at your school. 

The youth’s annual trip to “The Cornfield Maze 
Craze” is Friday, October 12 (5-10pm). Sign-up at 
the display in the south foyer. Cost is $15. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School 
 

 

The 2018 “Getaway” 
at Ozark Christian 

College 
 

 

Friday, September 28 (leave at 4pm) 
through Saturday, September 29 (return at 5pm) 

6th-8th graders can sign-up at the display in the south foyer. 

Cost is $35 (includes housing, Saturday meals and a t-shirt). Students 

will also need extra money for dinner on-the-road Friday as well as a late-night ice cream snack.  
 

The “Getaway” is a fast-paced weekend experience designed especially for middle school students 
(6th-8th grades). Overnight housing is provided in the OCC dorms. Kids experience great worship, 
speakers and activities. It’s always a great time! 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 
“The Event” at Ozark Christian College 

Friday, Nov. 2 (leave at 4pm) through 
Saturday, Nov. 3 (return at 5pm) 

Cost is $35 (includes housing, Saturday 
meals and a t-shirt). Students will need extra 

money for dinner on Friday as well as a late-night snack.  
 

Did someone say road trip?! Just as the middle school students have their opportunity to be at Ozark 
Christian College, this experience is specifically designed for high schoolers. Bring a change of 
clothes, personal grooming supplies and a sleeping bag (we’ll crash late at night in the OCC dorms). 
Special guest speaker is Chad Monahan with Carrollton leading worship. 
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southlandwomen 

September meetings:  Thursday, 9/6 and 
Thursday, 9/20 (9:30-11:30am each time) 

 

Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare. 

 Contact:  Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The first official BTG 
meeting for this new 
ministry year will 

be Friday, September 
7 from 6-8:30pm. 

Dinner is included.  

Plans within                          are being adjusted this Fall. It’s part of the broader church-wide emphasis on 

Deeper Life Groups on Wednesday evenings as part of CULTIVATE (see p. 15 for more information about this 

GROW DEEP emphasis). To help that launch well, we are trying to streamline our calendar especially for the 

start of this new ministry year. Even when there is no actual conflict with ministry programs, a calendar that is 

generally too full can create challenges. Specifically, at least for now, that means no Ladies’ Bible Study on 

Tuesday mornings and no motherhood.inspired on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each month (see below for 

similar info related to the men’s group). 

See below for details about plans for MSA and BTG. There will continue to be other “outside” events designed 

to help the ladies of Southland grow together (that is actually part of what D-Groups will facilitate as well!). 

We also intend to bring back the “HIS & HERS Connect Groups” at some point in this ministry year as well. So, 

there is certainly much that continues on within the women’s ministry. 

southlandwomen 

Over the past year or so, a men’s group within the Southland family has been sprouting. The group has met for 

conversations regarding a life of faith on the 3rd Tuesday evening of the month (corresponding with 

motherhood.inspired) as well as on some Saturdays. As we head into the new ministry year, we thought it 

would be appropriate to provide space in each edition of “The Vine” where we are communicating information 

to any men within the broader Southland family. We hope this can encourage others to join in on things. 

For now, the men’s group is not going to continue meeting on the 3rd Tuesday evening of each month. As 

within the women’s ministry, this is to help with the launch of D-Groups on Wednesday nights (really an 

expanded and more consistent option to what had been happening in those times). We certainly hope these 

Deeper Life Groups become a place where men can GROW DEEP together. 

Starting in October (10/13), the 2nd Saturday of each month will be devoted to time for men to be together - 

sometimes for more service-oriented projects and other times for more fun times of being with one another. 

It’s all about this group being active in providing a context for LIVING OUT faith together as Southland MEN. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Why Come Ye Here? I Need A Reason To Sing” … a note from Adam (see p. 3 for 

a note from Adam specifically regarding his transition into a part-time staff role) 

“To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to 

purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the 

purpose of God.” - William Temple 

Have you ever sat or stood in church and asked yourself the question: “Why in the world do we sing?” 

Whether reading from a hymnal with an organ resonating in your chest cavity, or reading from a projection 

screen with a drum set driving the beat, or even just voices, for a long time now (like for all time …), the church 

as a whole has sung. Yes, its Scriptural; just look at Psalm 100, Psalm 150 or 2 Chronicles 5:13 to name just a 

few from an extensive list. But what does it do? After that incredibly long intro: hello! Adam, now “The 

Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy” here to talk briefly about a few reasons why we sing. 

Teaching Truth. I don’t know about you, but as a kid, I was taught so many songs to remember and they 

ingrained ideas in my mind – from colors to the days of the week. There is a reason for that! Our brains are 

wired in such a way that music with it’s rhymes and melodies help to make sure truth stays there in a special 

way. The same still rings true as we become adults; music gives us a better context to remember these truths 

that we sing, and repetition hammers the point home. That’s why what we listen to is so important because 

we will remember the message. It’s also why we sing as part of our worship of God. 

Praise and Thanksgiving. Have you ever gotten so excited for something you started jumping for joy? You 

get that feeling welling up inside? Singing allows us to focus on and express our praise to God for specific 

attributes of His nature and character - from His strength, to His goodness, to His love for us, etc. We are 

singing as a “thank you” and to celebrate who He is.  

Prayer. Sometimes, we don’t know what to pray, but we resonate with a specific song that says what we are 

feeling in our hearts. Singing can be praying just as much as folding your hands and bowing your head. As Paul 

tells us in Romans 8, the Holy Spirit intercedes on our behalf. What needs to be said is said. 

There are many more reasons as to why we sing. It brings us back to the center reminding us of our identity. It 

brings us back to a mind focused on the Lord and who He is. All this is why we sing as an expression of our 

worship. Music is a beautiful tool that the good Lord has blessed us with. I want to challenge you as I continue 

to challenge myself to think about what categories the songs we sing fit into. What is the purpose of the songs 

each week in our ENCOUNTER? What does this say about Jesus and who He is? What are we communicating to 

Him as we participate? 

        Your Brother in Christ, Adam 

"Worship is a meeting at the centre so that our lives are centered in God and not lived eccentrically. 

We worship so that we live in response to and from this centre, the living God. Failure to worship 

consigns us to a life of spasms and jerks, at the mercy of every advertisement, every seduction, 

every siren. Without worship we live manipulated and manipulating lives. We move in either 

frightened panic or deluded lethargy as we are, in turn, alarmed by specters and soothed by 

placebos. If there is no centre, there is no circumference."   - Edmund Clowney 
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A note about our ENCOUNTER time and the worship team in the midst of our 

staff transition (see p. 3 for a broader update) ... 

As we shared at FLOURISH 2018 and earlier in “The Vine,” leadership has decided to continue what has 

been happening recently by officially hiring Adam Faulkner as a regular part-time staff member. We are 

grateful for the way that Adam has stepped-in and carried-out the responsibilities given to him. He has 

done so much each week behind-the-scenes to help this ministry function as it has been even when others 

have been technically leading. Of course, we are also grateful for our team of talented instrumentalists and 

vocalists, especially those who have stepped out beyond their comfort zone and led. Without a doubt, so 

many great hearts have been on display in this transition time! As a result, leadership determined that 

there is no reason to change what has become a very effective solution within our worship ministry. Over 

the next few months, we will be transitioning this to the point where Adam will basically be leading 3 out of 

4 Sundays. Our worship team will continue to work together to build on what is already established. We are 

grateful for how God has led in this and look forward to how He will keep growing this into the future! 

A note: even if this were part of a full-time staff member’s role, given our size, even such a position would 

require other responsibilities. So, even though this is now a part-time role, it is still receiving the same basic 

attention it would have if it were a portion of a full-time role. Since it is an effective solution, it also provides 

us with the flexibility to not be “locked-in” to the worship piece with a full-time hire (see p. 4). 

Of course, even though things are going well, this is a great time to 

be recruiting additional volunteers. If you are willing to serve in any 

way as part of the team (instrumentally or vocally), especially 

during this season of transition, let the office know. 

There will be a worship team lunch meeting for all current worship team members and those interested 

in joining the team on Sunday, September 16 after ENCOUNTER. It is a time to come together as we begin 

a new ministry year and as we officially move into this overall new season at Southland with Adam. 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

On September 2, we will be preaching on our first “STRIVE Point” for the new ministry year. Over the course of this next 
12 months, we will have occasional weeks that are not connected to a series or any other special day. We will take those 
opportunities to focus on a specific point of emphasis that is important for our lives of faith. 

Beginning on Sunday, September 9, we will launch into our main Fall sermon series 
on Revelation 2-3. On the first week, we will actually look at John’s vision of the 
Risen and Exalted Christ from chapter 1 - He is the One who is present and sees; 
furthermore, He is the One who has the right to speak. We will spend the next 7 
weeks (9/16 through the end of October) listening to the words Jesus communicates 
to these 7 churches of Asia Minor. As we do so, we will be considering the challenges 
and the encouragements that Jesus might likewise speak to us where we are today. It’s a section of Scripture that fits with 
the “STRIVE” theme as Jesus invites us wherever we are (good or bad) to pursue faithful endurance in our lives of faith. 

REMINDER:  If you want to check out sermons you’ve missed in this “MYTHBUSTERS” series or 
otherwise, you can do so through the website (go to the “Online Sermons” tab to find the one 
you are looking for). 
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

September and October in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

If you’re not already part of a Connect Group, there are some points throughout the 

year that offer a perfect time to join one. As we move into the new ministry year here 

at Southland, Sunday, September 9 is one of those times. It’s also a great time to get 

re-connected if you have been a part of a group, but have become more sporadic in your 

involvement. All groups will be meeting as “normal” for these two months. 

Reminder:  Connect Groups are not meeting as normal on Sunday, September 2 - instead, we 

are having a church family breakfast (donuts and such) at 9:30am. 

Below is a listing of the groups that meet on Sunday mornings at 9am as well as where they meet (groups 

that are in green are going to have a room change for the month of September; this is to facilitate the 

growth in our middle school and high school classes): 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (meeting in Room #7 for September) … for those who continue to have work 

responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 

The basic demographic identifiers are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters. 
 

In addition to these “normal” groups, we have  added a couple of alternative formats in recent years to 

facilitate this priority of CONNECTING. They are still about the basic purposes of building relationships 

and reflecting on a life of faith, just not based on these same demographics. Due to their past success, we 

will again be utilizing these formats some in this new ministry year (no specific schedule has been set yet). 

“Cross Connect” Groups – a cross-generational context for conversations 

about lives of faith (high school students and older). Just like a FAMILY has 

people of all ages, it’s good to learn together with those at different stages 

of life. (We will likely have a “Cross Connect” session in November.) 

“HIS & HERS Connect Groups” - a context for men connecting with men 

and women with women. When it comes to the responsibilities God calls us 

to and the challenges we experience, there is something unique about a 

life of faith for men as opposed to women and women opposed to men. 

That’s the value of this specific format (used in July 2018). 
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Since Fall 2015, CULTIVATE has provided a specific slot in our ministry calendar for the “GROW 

DEEP” priority (see Colossians 2:6-7). We felt there was an opportunity for us to strengthen our 

emphasis on this. Prior to that point, one of the ways we tried to accomplish this basic goal was 

through different iterations of our “Deeper Life Groups.” For this 11-week Fall 2018 CULTIVATE 

session (and likely beyond), we have decided to bring these together and use Wednesday nights as 

the occasion for an emphasis on our revamped “Deeper Life Groups.” All in all, we view this as a way 

for us to be STRIVING for growth as a church family (NOTE: it’s also why we are streamlining some of 

the other ministries that typically happened in the middle of the week). 

There are 3 essential building blocks to the Deeper Life Group concept: 

 The context is RELATIONSHIPS. A D-Group is about 6-7 people (same gender) in a context 

 designed for trust and openness.  There is also a larger group that meets in the Fellowship Hall 

for those who would rather participate with their spouse - this group is using the same basic 

curriculum the other groups are. 

 The content is GOD’s WORD. The revamped material highlights some key themes that are part 

of our discipleship journey. It is designed for personal reflection in advance. Then, within the 

group time on Wednesdays, there will be discussion about that same content with a focus on 

how God’s Word integrates with a life of faith. 

 The goal is TRANSFORMATION. In the end, this is about providing fertile ground in which the 

Holy Spirit can do His work in helping each of us GROW in our faith. It’s not about information, 

but us being shaped and molded by Him to be more like Christ in every area of our lives. 

Timing:  meal is served from 5:30 to around 6:10 with ministry programming running from 6:30-7:45. 

About Wednesday evening MEALS. These are available for the sake of convenience as well as for an 

opportunity to fellowship with others. The cost is $3/person (max of $12/family). 

RSVP to be a part of a D-Group and for meals. To do so, you can click directly on the following link: 

http://www.nowsprouting.com/southlandchristianchurch1/form.php?pageID=75 or you sign-up at the 

display in the foyer). 

As in the past, we will continue to offer ministry programming for our young people on Wednesday 

nights. See the information within the student ministry pages of “The Vine” (towards the middle of 

page 7 for pre-K/grade school and the bottom of page 9 for middle school/high school) for details.  

See the flyers in the foyer for more details - including at this link:  Fall 2018 Cultivate Session. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

http://www.nowsprouting.com/southlandchristianchurch1/form.php?pageID=75
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2018_announcement.pdf
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need volunteers especially at this 

particular time (two specific holes still lingering during this staff transition time): 

 Those who can serve instrumentally or vocally with the worship team; this includes 

anyone interested in being a part of the “tech team” during service as well - we could use 

some more help specifically with someone to run the computer (Easy Worship). 

 Those who have giftedness and skill to help with our “online communications” (managing 

our online presence through our website, Facebook pages, etc.) as well as graphics. 

 Of course, it’s a great time of year to emphasizing any and all areas of service - nursery 

workers, those who can help in the kitchen for Wednesday meal prep, those who want to 

serve as part of a building maintenance team, etc. See the blue flyers at the Welcome 

Center for more specifics. 

For the month of September, we will have tables in the front corner of the auditorium. On 

these tables are clipboards where you can sign-up to serve in one of our different ministry 

areas at Southland. As we move into a new ministry year and emphasize this theme of 

“STRIVING,” choosing to volunteer in one of these areas would be a great step to take! 

We have several “THANK YOU’s” to mention for some specific ways people have served 

recently, especially with VBS; see the next page for those. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 

grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and 

full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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A special “THANK YOU” to all the volunteers who 

helped make FLOURISH 2018 happen - whether by 

cooking, setting up/tearing down tables, etc. so 

many different individuals played a role. 

Our 2018 “SHIPWRECKED” VBS is well in the rear-view mirror at this point. 

Nonetheless, it is appropriate to extend a “THANK YOU!” to so many different 

people who were a part of making it a success. This kind of week is only 

possible through the investment of many people willing to serve and BUILD UP 

others. Here is a list of those who served (Our apologies for any omissions.). 

“THANK YOU” to April Whittaker who served as director for this year’s VBS. 

“THANK YOU” to Debbie Nelson and Kristie Martin for again leading the Pre-K portion of 

our VBS along with their team of volunteers: Melanie Carver, Andrea Conboy, Sara 

Emmerton, Becky Goeringer, Abi Hoenshell, Debbie Hoenshell, James Hoenshell, Katie 

Kilgo, Amber Neil, Traci Prater, Aiden Simpson & Jeremiah Simpson. 

“THANK YOU” to the leaders of the various areas who invested time planning and 

preparing in advance, as well as all who helped carry-out these responsibilities: 

Debbie Jennings and Sandy Arneson for leading in the Imagination Station. 

Brenda Doty and the Empty Nesters Connect Group (Pat Burge, Jerry Doty, Deborah 

Hamby, Avaline Harris, Joan Humphries, Bob Lawler, Sue Malina, Dorothy Marti & 

Merilyn Morgan - sorry if we missed someone!) for taking care of the snacks. 

Donna Lillard for leading the Bible Discovery station as well as our teachers: Sean 

Falconer, A.J. Gegg, Matt Martin and Ashley Worthy. 

Billy Constantine, Jessica Weaver and Kris & Natalie Wuerch for leading the games. 

Ashley Worthy for leading the Kid-Vid Cinema (also Kristin Londeen one night). 

“THANK YOU” to all of the adult and youth crew leaders who led the kids to their stations, 

building relationships, showing God’s love and making this a great experience for them: Kristi 

Cribbs, Stella Falconer, Marsha Foster, Terra Gegg, Mike Goeringer, Tommy Hall, Anna 

Martin, Simeon Martin, Ken Nelson, Mike Owsley, Ezri Smith, Caroline Stewart, Jay 

Tyler, Kim Tyler, Emily Weber & Joe Whittaker. 

“THANK YOU” to Stefani Hall for leading the opening and closing time with help from Les 

Londeen, Anna Martin, Simeon Martin, Jessica McAnally & Brad Worthy. 

“THANK YOU” to the tech team of Thomas Hall & Megan Williamson. 

“THANK YOU” to our photographer and video editor Adam Faulkner. 

“THANK YOU” to the registration team of Cheryl McAnally, April McCarty, Jill Sims & 

Jenelle Smith. 

“THANK YOU” to Macy Stewart for helping in the nursery area. 

“THANK YOU” to Les Londeen who led a middle school portion with the help of Rori 

Carmichael, Javan Londeen, Kristin Londeen, Kendall Wooldridge & Brad Worthy. 

“THANK YOU” to our security team of Brad Foster, Andy Lillard, Matt Neil & Tim Prater. 

“THANK YOU” to those who invested time decorating on the Sunday before VBS and 

cleaning-up/resetting the building at the end of Thursday evening . 

It’s a great example of each person/part carrying-out his or her own responsibility. But, 

together, it produces a great work of ministry!! Just how Ephesians 4 says it should look! 



18 

 

SERVING SCHEDULE – September 2018 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

9/2 
|——————— N/A - church family breakfast ———————| 

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

9/9  
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Ken & Debbie N. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Debbie N.  (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L 

9/16  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

9/23 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kay T. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Ken and Debbie N.  (10:15-10:40) Terry & Brenda O. 

9/30  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—–— Ernie & Charlotte E. —–—| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

9/2 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Dennis & Kay McCann 

9/9 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

9/16 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

9/23 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

9/30 Les Londeen and youth Sonya Simpson 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

9/2 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/2 - 10:20-dismissal 

N/A 

Amanda Miller 

no nursery due to the church family breakfast 

Amanda/Abbi Miller 

9/9 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/9 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Debbie Gray 

Jill/Amanda Sims 

Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

9/16 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/16 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Natalie Wuerch 

Carissa Virtue + Stacy Gambill 

Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Jessica McAnally 

9/23 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/23 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Amanda Butler 

Cheryl McAnally + April McCarty 

Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

9/30 - 8:50-10:20am 

9/30 - 10:20-dismissal 

Pam Sewell 

Debbie Nelson 

Joe & Pam Sewell 

Debbie Nelson + Kim Tyler 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

9/2 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Matt & Amber Neil 

9/9 Kristin L. -  Emily W. - Macy S. Joe & April Whittaker 

9/16 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

9/23 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

9/30 Ted & Gina O. Les Londeen + helper 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

The Empty Nesters and the G6:10 Ministry are once again teaming up to help support the Show Me Christian Youth 

Home near Sedalia, Missouri. It would best to donate household items like trash bags, paper towels, toilet paper, band-

aids, etc. Really, it’s the kinds of things that any large family would use on a routine basis. Sunday, September 2 is the 

last day to bring supplies for this drive. Donated items will be taken by a group going to the open house at Show-Me 

on Saturday, September 8. Anyone who wants to go is invited to attend. 

Saturday, September 22 (start time is 8 AM) 

Played at the Bill & Payne Stewart Golf Course in 

Springfield - 2-person scramble 

Cost is $65/person (golf, cart, lunch, etc.) 

Proceeds go to support CCH’s annual mission trips. 

If you are interested, sign-up directly with Tyler Richter at CCH (trichter@cchonthe.net), through the 

CCH website or you can also let Matt Martin or Pat Little know. 

mailto:tyler@cchonthe.net
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At 9am on Saturday, September 29 the Pregnancy Care Center will 

be hosting its annual “Walk 4 Life.” This year, it will be at again be 

at the PCC facility at 1342 E. Primrose. Registration begins at 

9:30am with the 2-mile walk starting at 10:30 (activities are 

available at the PCC until 1:30pm). See the foyer for more details. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Don’t forget, our trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope is coming soon! The dates are September 22-29, 2018. 

Please be in prayer for the group as they continue preparing for this medical ministry trip. Pray for the 

logistics, but more importantly for the work that will be done through the team! 

A 2019 trip already on the calendar: June 22-29, 2019. This trip will be more of a work project.  

LOCAL MISSIONS giving - direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special fundraising efforts 

(NOTE: this is for the actual past fiscal year in its entirety - September 2017 through August 2018): 

 Ozark Christian College: $4,285 Christian Campus House: $3,865 

 Pregnancy Care Center: $3,72046 Salvation Army: $3,130  

 Show-Me Youth Home: $730 Maranatha: $1,715 

That makes our total giving to these local partners:  $17,44546. 

This doesn’t include other expenses related to our partnerships with local missions (e.g. support we provide in the form 

of paying for sponsors to attend events, camp scholarships, etc.) nor does it include special offerings/drives we 

participate in with our local missions or other expenses related to our local outreach like the “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 

FOREIGN MISSIONS giving - again, direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special 

fundraising efforts (NOTE: this is for the actual past fiscal year - September 2017 through August 2018): 

 CICM:       $10,800 + another  $3,015 love offerings 

 Partners in North Africa:    $14,400 + $50 in love offerings  

 Contributions to the  team fund in N. Africa: $6,000  

 Life of Hope:      $6,000  

 A TOTAL of $37,200 support directly to our foreign partners + another $3,065 in love offerings. 

Southland has also directly invested as a church about $6,500 as part of the upcoming Life of Hope trip as 

well as around $2,200 to support other work around the globe. 

The youth also raised a little over $650 for work in Ireland and $615 for work in Laos.  

Our 2018 VBS also raised $919
63

 to support our partners in North Africa. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

