
  

 

 

Upcoming 
Leadership 
Meetings 

Sunday, July 30 … special planning 
meeting for the new year (elders) 

 

Thursday, August 17 … meeting 
for elders and staff. 

Please join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, on the last Sunday of August, we come together for 
our annual FLOURISH event. It’s an opportunity for the church 
family to share a delicious meal, enjoy fellowship with one 
another and reflect on God’s purpose for us as His church. We 
gather to celebrate how He has been at work; of course, it’s also 
about moving forward together as He is leading us! 

We hope you join us for the evening. Starting on 8/6, we will 
have a way for you to RSVP either in the foyer or in your 
CONNECT Group. Also, see page 2 for details about this year's 
theme and be looking for more information coming in the mail.  
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on Aug. 23, 2017. 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 
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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this 

ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017). 

Specific upcoming opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC: 

FLOURISH - Sunday, August 27 at 5pm … as mentioned on the 

front page, FLOURISH is an annual gathering for the SCC church FAMILY. Each 

and every year since 2012, it’s been an important evening as we celebrate 

what God has been doing and look forward to what is ahead. It’s a good time 

at the end of one ministry year and the start of another to share how God is 

at work and leading our church family. Of course, part of the value of the evening is the time to simply 

enjoy being together. We share a meal and some time of fellowship. This year, we are also specifically 

going to design some ways to make this a night of even more relational connected-ness.  

Make sure you save the date and be looking for more information. Starting August 6, we will have a way 

for you to RSVP in your CONNECT Group or in the foyer at the FLOURISH display. 

This year’s FLOURISH theme …  each year, we strive to establish a theme that we will use for the evening 

as well as moving into the new ministry year. In fact, at last year’s FLOURISH is where our current ministry 

year’s theme of “FAMILY” originated. Within leadership, there has been a growing sense of “we’re not 

done with that yet.” Indeed, there’s a growing sense that this theme of FAMILY has already produced 

some good fruit, but we want to continue emphasizing it. We want to keep growing in the sense of 

relational connected-ness that this theme has helped us to see happening. Even beyond that, we want to 

focus on some additional ways we can continue to experience this sense of FAMILY.  

Last year, it was an opportunity to just stress the importance of 

seeing the church as FAMILY. This year, we’re going to be 

specifically emphasizing more of this sense of how being such a 

FAMILY requires something from each of us. Like with any 

family, the church FAMILY only functions at its best when people 

are both being blessed and blessing others! It’s why we’re going 

to be stressing this theme: “Each one’s need, each one’s 

needed.” It will still be a focus on the connection we share in 

Christ. Even more, it will be an opportunity to emphasize this 

sense of personal responsibility. We each need the church 

FAMILY; because of that, the church FAMILY needs each of us! 

Sunday, September 3 at 9:30am - we invite you to join us on Labor Day 

weekend for a “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast (much like the breakfast back at 

the end of May). It’s an opportunity to come connect with others in the SCC 

family. Please make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 
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GENERAL  Reminders  &  Information  ... 

PROPERTY Update: 
We want to make sure we keep you in the loop about the process of selling some of our property. Near 

the end of July, we got word that the city has approved our re-zoning requests. This is certainly great 

news in this process and we are grateful that the Lord allowed this part of the process to go so smoothly 

relative to how it can work. Originally, our property had been zoned as Residential-Single Family (a church 

can seemingly exist on any property regardless of its categorization). The re-zoning essentially allows the 

pieces of property to be sold according to a much different type of use: for the piece(s) on Republic Road, 

general retail use and for the piece in the SE corner of our lot, office use.  

With that step having been completed, we now wait as our representative from R.B. Murray begins the 

process of formally listing the property. We will keep you up-to-date as the process unfolds. 

During the high school youth group’s trip to the MOVE 
conference back towards the end of July, one of the students 
made the decision to be immersed into Christ. 

Congratulations to Luke Bryant on making this decision! 

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
As we have shared in the last two editions of “The Vine,” each summer we go through a process designed to help us 
identify potential new elders for our church family. We are using this space to keep you up-to-date along the way. 
(You can check out the May edition of “The Vine” for more details.)  

After names are recommended, we have a preliminary conversation with these individuals about potentially serving 
in this role. That begins with inviting them to prayerfully consider whether or not to pursue the opportunity. For 
any who do, the rest of the process is initiated as we continue with a similar “interview” process as we would for a 
staff member. This is appropriate given the importance of the elder-role in a local church family. This specific stage 
represents our attempt to both (a) communicate the expectations that go with serving as an elder and (b) help 
individuals clarify whether or not this is God’s calling for their lives at this point (both from the perspective of the 
potential elder and of the existing elders as leaders of the church family). Throughout this entire process, we are 
trying to align ourselves with the Holy Spirit’s leading as we strive to recognize those men that HE is calling to serve 
in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28).  

This year, we had 2 names submitted during this year’s recommendation phase. Both have already 
declined the opportunity for this year. 

Current Elders: Warren Burros, Darrell Deckard, Pat Little, Terry Ochs, Jay Tyler & Bob Wood. As 
Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

 For Warren, this is the end of a 6-year service term so he will take a required year off 
starting in September. At the same time, Ernie Emmerton will be returning. 

We would also like to make sure we acknowledge one of our own who 
received a Masters of Arts in Education through Lindenwood University: 

 Congratulations to Kristin Londeen on this accomplishment! 
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Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Below we have tried to bring together important dates across all of Southland’s ministries for 

August into early September (plus some other kick-off dates). Of course, there are more 

details about each of these scattered throughout “The Vine.” 

Sunday, July 30 from 6-9pm … a fun opportunity for senior high youth (see page 9). 

Sunday, August 6 from 6-9pm … a fun opportunity for middle school youth (see page 8). 

Thursday, August 17 from 9:30-11:30am … the first meeting of the new MSA 

Mornings (Moms Set Apart) year. The group will then continue its regular 

schedule of meeting on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. See page 13 

for more information about this session of MSA Mornings. 

Sunday, August 20 after our ENCOUNTER worship service … our student 

ministries will be hosting an informational meeting for parents (for 

students of all ages, K through high school). It will be an opportunity to 

share about what’s upcoming as we prepare for another exciting year. 

Sunday, August 20 from 6-9pm … Group Huddle’s Kick-off event at Springfield’s Incredible 

Pizza (see page 9). 

As we’ve already mentioned on previous pages, FLOURISH 2017 will 

be held on Sunday, August 27 beginning at 5pm. We will have a way 

for us you RSVP beginning on the 6th. Be looking for more information 

and make plans to join us for this special evening in the life of our 

church family! 

Wednesday, August 30 … the first night of our new CULTIVATE 

year. This will include a  special kids’ event (see page 7, the next 

week - 9/6 - is when Children of Praise practices will begin). As 

always, we will have ministry programming for all ages during 

this upcoming session of Cultivate. More details will be shared 

about the elective classes being offered in this session of Cultivate as we lead-up to the 30th. 

We will again be providing a cost-efficient meal. 

Sunday, September 3 at 9:30am … a Church FAMILY “Donuts and 

Pastries” breakfast. It will be an opportunity to come and share in a 

time of fellowship with your SCC family. Normal 9am programming 

(kids’ Sunday School classes and adult CONNECT Groups) will not meet 

this week. 

Saturday, September 9 … we have been invited to join Show-Me Christian Youth Home for 

their 50th anniversary celebration. See page 20 for more information as well as to find out 

how you can join us in blessing them. 

Sunday, September 10 … normal Group Huddle resumes for the school year. 

Tuesday, September 19 from 6:30-8pm … the first meeting of the new motherhood.inspired 

year (see page 13 for more details). 
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Sunday Mornings at 9am ... 
For the month of August - We will have another “normal” CONNECT Group session. 

For September-October - meeting in “normal” CONNECT Groups with church-wide content. 

See page 15 for more details. 

Make sure you check out the LIVE OUT section on pages 19-20. There we have celebrated some 

recent efforts to LIVE OUT faith. We have also provided details about some upcoming opportunities 

(some fun, others more service-oriented) to support the work of our local ministry partners in the 

weeks and months ahead. These are sponsored by Southland’s G6:10 Ministry. Please join us in 

LIVING OUT our faith in these ways. 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for June = $30,241 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,560 

25  

 The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $358,692 

00 ... an average of $8,341 

67 weekly. 

Projecting that average over 12 months, the estimated total for this ministry year is 
approximately $433,770. Our budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (requires an 
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are not projected to hit our target as of now. Leadership 
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way. 

Love Offerings for June (see the “LIVE OUT” page for totals from 2 recent special offerings) = $80  

00 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … June 2017 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 

one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can send an 
e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact the office. PRAYER 

 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to content from sermons, etc. Also, 

don't forget that you can also get updates and information by joining our Facebook 

group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to make this happen). 

Upcoming Dates to Remember (cont.): 
Tuesday, September 12 from 10-11:30am … a new session of Ladies’ Bible Study begins (see 

page 12 for details, including information about the curriculum. 

Friday, September 29 and Saturday, September 30 - 2 opportunities for students … Junior 

Bash at Maranatha for kids grades 3-5 and the Get-a-way at Ozark Christian College for 

middle school students. 

mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
http://www.gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

As with any other area, we believe that leadership should set the pace - it’s to be a higher level of 

responsibility. That’s why a significant part of our covenant deals with the commitments made by SCC 

leaders. In conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders, this is overall a good time of 

year to share these. In the May edition, we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in 

their unique leadership role. In the June edition, we highlighted those commitments made by elders and 

staff together. So, it seems fitting for us to use this space in the July edition to share the staff 

commitments - what have SCC staff members committed themselves to as part of the leadership here? 

We have provided a list in the space below. Again, as a reminder, these are in addition to the 

commitments made by both elders and staff in the “general commitments” section. 

Staff COMMITMENTS — made by ministry staff as part of the leadership team: 

 We covenant to embrace the direction and priorities established by the elders, affirming the unique 

place of leadership God has entrusted to them. 

 We covenant to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance for how we creatively implement His plans in our 

specific areas of ministry. 

 We covenant to partner with other staff members, functioning as a unified team for both greater 

effectiveness and, more importantly, God’s glory. 

 We covenant to work with volunteer ministry leaders and other staff in designing and effectively 

implementing the work of ministry here. 

 We covenant to set the pace for ministry at Southland, being out on the front lines as servant-

leaders carrying-out the special work He has given and gifted each of us to do. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the effort appropriate for servants of Christ investing ourselves in 

eternally significant work (e.g. the right heart, commitment, humility, etc.). 

 We covenant to be “workers worth our keep” (see Matthew 10:10) so that through our faithful, 

diligent service we earn the financial compensation we receive. 

 We covenant to be faithful in how we handle the day-to-day operations of Southland Christian 

Church, living out Kingdom values such as integrity and excellence. 
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Current Series (August 6 - October 29) 
It seems that kids today are all about the latest game or application they can 
download onto a tablet or computer. Even we adults are almost obsessed with 
finding new, cool APPs to make our lives a little simpler. It seems there’s an 
APP for every single interest out there: social, fitness, book-keeping, maps, 
food, etc. Whatever your quandary, there’s an APP for that! Well, it’s the same 
with God’s Word! The Bible is FULL of answers to everyday questions, worries, 
doubts, general curiosities and more! “There’s a Verse for That” is a 12 week journey for our 
kiddos to discover how to find such answers! 

NOTE:   Session 5 of “Maker Fun Factory” VBS will be held on Sunday, July 30 during 
“Kid ENCOUNTER” - God made us for a REASON. Kids will be dismissed after 
singing a couple of VBS songs near the beginning of our ENCOUNTER time. 

VBS is in the books and it was FANTASTIC! Each night, 80-85 kiddos 
were exposed to the Good News of God’s love. More specifically, they 
learned how God uniquely MADE them, that God is FOR them, God is 
ALWAYS WITH them and how God will ALWAYS LOVE them!  

There were so many amazing moments where we saw God at work, 
whether it was through teaching, worship, crafts or just everyday 
interaction with our adult/student volunteers. We at Southland want to 

thank everyone who made this amazing week possible by volunteering their time, talents and 
loving hearts to make an impact in the lives of all the kids who attended (see p. 17 for more 
specific “THANK YOU’s” related to VBS).  

Coming on Wednesday evenings ... 

Part of “CULTIVATE” resuming on Wednesday, August 30 means that kids’ activities will be 
resuming as well. Below (carrying-over to the next page), we’ve highlighted what that will mean 
for our pre-K and grade school kids. 

Wednesday, August 30 
“Fall Kick-off Pajama Party” from 6 – 7:45pm 

All kids 4 years old through 5th grade are invited to join us 
for a fun-filled evening of games, snacks, crafts and a 
short movie! Have your kiddos wear their PJ’s, bring a 
pillow and sleeping bag or blanket to sit on as we celebrate 
the start of our Wednesday night Fall semester at 
Southland! 
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Attention parents of “Southland Kids” … we will be having an 
informational meeting on Sunday, August 20 after our ENCOUNTER 
service (for parents of kids K through high school). It will be a time 
to share some about what's upcoming as well as go over other 
important information as we move into a new year. 

Starting September 6, Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
will mean “Children of Praise” practice. 

During “CULTIVATE” this Fall, kids will spend Wednesday evenings 
rehearsing songs, learning choreography, practicing drama and more in 
preparation for their annual Children of Praise Christmas drama and 
musical! It’s always a great experience! 

This year, the story follows a jolly, humble toy maker in a 
small town just outside of Baltimore, Maryland. Though 
he’s had much success with his toy factory in the past, 
rough times have fallen on him and his store thanks to 
the digital age. Join him and his friends as they journey 
to imagine and create the perfect gift to bring the toy 
factory back to life. The Toy Maker’s Gift. 
 
 

Attention Parents of 3rd – 5th graders: 

SAVE THE DATE for 

September 29-30 at Maranatha Bible Camp! 

Sign your kids up for a weekend of fantastic fun as they explore God’s TRUTH through 
science and apologetics. This year’s theme: “CRYING ROCKS: How Geology Points to a 
Creator.” 

Middle School NEWS 
Throughout the summer, middle school youth (students entering grades 6-8) have enjoyed 
some periodic activities specifically designed for them:  “Middle School Summer Meltdown”. 

The last of these summer events will be Sunday, August 6 
… a “Marathon Game Night” at the home of the Latimers.  

It’s a fun, high energy night that will include some of the 
best group games/activities (indoor and outdoor) with 
your friends. Pizza and drinks will be served! 

The event lasts from 6-9pm; if you need a ride, meet at 
the church at 5:45. 

Also, it’s not until the end of September, but make sure you circle September 29-30 on your 
calendar for the annual trip to the “Get-a-way” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin, MO. More 
details involving registration information will follow. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, worship and small group studies 
designed for middle school/high school students.  It runs throughout the school year, 
kicking-off towards the end of August and running through early May. 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” on Sunday, August 20 from 6-9pm at 
Incredible Pizza … It’s kick-off time and we know just the place to 
release your back-to-school excitement.  

Incredible Pizza is offering a great deal to our group. For $15, you 
will be able to enjoy the all-you-care-to-eat buffet, have a $10 game 
card for playing on some of the newest arcade games in the area 
and be able to enjoy 4 (yes, four!) of their attractions - laser tag, 

mini bowling, bumper cars, tilt-a-whirl, go carts or the XD theater. Make plans to 
come and join us for this fun, memorable night. 

Note:  we will meet at the church and leave from there at 6pm. 

After FLOURISH (August 27) and Labor Day weekend (September 3), normal Sunday 
evening Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 10! 

Senior High “SUMMER Sizzle” 

Attention parents of middle school and high school students … 

we will be having an informational meeting on Sunday, August 

20 after our ENCOUNTER service. It will be a time to share 

some about what's upcoming as well as go over other 

important information as we move into a new year. 

Over the summer, we have had several opportunities specifically designed for high school 
students (incoming freshman through those who just finished their senior year) to connect 
with others in the youth group and have some fun.  

Our last activity will be a night of “Zany Games” on 
Sunday, July 30 at the Londeen’s house from 6-9pm (meet 
at the church at 5:45). 

Field hockey, ultimate Frisbee and nine-square outside, but you can also bring your 
favorite board game too. Food and drinks will be provided. 

Senior High MOVE Conference  
Another trip to the annual MOVE conference is in 
the books as 22 kids and 6 sponsors went to and 
returned from the campus of Central Missouri 
University in Warrensburg. See the next couple of 
pages for some student reflections on the great 
week. A big “THANK YOU” to the church family 
for helping make this week happen! 
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Les specifically asked three of his high school students to share about their “MOVE” 
experience from this year’s conference. What follows are their reflections on the week. 

By Allison Ritz … I have been going to CIY 

“Move” for the last five years. If I'm going to be 

completely honest I went in to my last year with 

some pretty low expectations. I thought that 

because I knew the pattern and the general 

aspects from every CIY I wouldn't get anything 

out of this one. I was proven completely wrong. I 

would go as far as to say this was one of the best 

if not the best conferences I have ever attended. I watched 10 kids in our youth group make life 

changing decisions and not only that I helped play a part in some of those decisions. I could go on for 

pages about every detail but I won't.  

I'll just tell you what I learned. I learned what my calling for life is; although I already knew it, I 
learned what that calling is in so much more depth. I learned that my calling is to be a nurse which I 
knew, but for some reason I always felt so guilty for feeling that way. I always thought my calling was 
not what God wanted because it wasn't direct ministry. This year CIY taught me that I can be a 
kingdom worker as a nurse and that is exactly what I am supposed to do. I learned that not all callings 
are vocational ministry; some callings are trash workers, door greeters, teachers, etc. God has a 
purpose for each person and each job has its own special tasks and qualifications that He has created 
for someone. I also learned that not all callings are career related because I believe you can be called 
to be a wife, father, husband, mother, and even sibling. I feel like God is calling me to be a wife, nurse, 
and mother.  

CIY was my "last last." Throughout senior year, students have lasts for example last football game, 
last Christmas at home, last band competition, etc. I have had a year of lasts and CIY was my last 
Church camp; it wrapped up my senior year of lasts. With CIY being over I am officially on to the next 
chapter of my life, college. I am so glad I went to CIY this year. It has prepared me to start this new 
chapter with a good relationship with God and optimistic future.  

Thank you so much for supporting our youth, praying for us, and allowing us to get these experiences 
that we will remember forever. In him with love, Allison Ritz. 

 

By Anna Martin … To some, CIY MOVE may seem like a waste of time and money, but to others, it is a 
life-changing, faith-strengthening and relationship-building week of worship and learning about our 
Heavenly Father. I can confidently say that CIY MOVE had an incredible impact on the hearts and 
minds of all who attended. 

This year's theme was "and then". We focused on the life of Peter and looked in depth at the ways he 
followed, saw, failed, and trusted Jesus, ending with how we can repeat the same kind of life of faith. 
This week rocked the worlds of many of the students that went, including me. The day that stood out 
the most to me was the day that focused on the ways Peter failed Jesus. It was an encouraging and 
powerful day because we got to see how God worked through Peter's failure to bring glory to His 
Kingdom. This spoke to me because it made me realize how powerful God is. I think sometimes we 
put God in a box and say that He can only work in certain situations, when in reality He works in 
every situation, even when we don't understand how He is working. 
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I am so thankful for this week and so grateful to every sponsor that sacrificed a week of their lives to 
come and spend a week with us. Thank you to the families that loaned us a spouse, parent or child so 
that they could come spend a week with us. We recognize how much you sacrificed for them to come, 
and the impact that they had on my lives was something I'll remember forever.  

CIY MOVE 2017 was life changing for me and I'll remember the connections, decisions, and 
realizations that I made for the rest of my life.  

 

By Jonathan Falconer … To be honest, I wasn’t sure if I’d be up in time.  I didn’t have my alarm or 

my phone, so I had to rely on one of my parents or my brother to wake me up. To my surprise, I 

didn’t need to rely on them. I got up just in enough time to get ready, and then some. I’ve been to 

three MOVE conferences so far, and I was expecting it to be a powerful week. Needless to say, I had 

no idea what God had in store for me over the next five days.   

Being on the campus of the University of Central Missouri was a bit different from being in Nebraska 

where we usually go. It was much smaller, and it was completely new to all of us. Of course, not 

having to walk twenty minutes every day to main session was fine by me. The sessions were 

probably my most favorite thing of this week. I admit, I am a broken and hot mess, an absolute train 

wreck. I’ve got a lot of things that I don’t let people see. Instead of working my problems out, I’d seek 

other ways to alleviate that pain. In doing so, I let my heart harden to the point where I would let 

nobody in. I wouldn’t even let God get close.   

In the past, MOVE has always been powerful for me. I’ve always been rocked to my core. That’s what I 
was hoping for when I got in the van to Warrensburg. God had a different idea. I was desperate for 
God to bust down the doors of my heart. What I got was much more different. The first few nights 
were slow for me. The only thing that really spoke to me was the messages. Even on the third night 
when everyone else was super-emotional, it felt like something was missing. I was afraid that 
something was wrong with me. I suppose something was. The reason that I couldn’t feel God close 
was because I wasn’t letting him get close. It was then that I saw what my problem was. I saw my 
hardened heart for what it really was. It was also then that I decided to fix the problem.   

I took one of the guys in the group aside and started opening up to him. I started letting out what was 
on my heart. I opened up about the pain and loneliness that I’d keep hidden. In opening up, I was able 
to start breaking down some of the protective barriers that I had set up. I could start to feel God 
slowly chipping away at my heart. I was learning that God doesn’t necessarily work in the ways we 
always expect Him to. Sometimes, we need to learn to be patient. The next couple days, I let people 
get closer to my heart, and not just the small part I chose to let people see. That heart that was once 
made of stone had now become transparent. Is there still a bit of a protective casing there? Yes, there 
still is. However, with God’s help, soon that will all be gone. He’s not done with me yet. He still has 
plans for this crazy heart, and on the last night of MOVE, my close friend Payton and I had made the 
decision to rededicate our lives. After the evening message, we went up and dropped a rock in a bin 
by the stage, symbolizing our trust as Jesus as the rock in which we trusted and on which we’d build 
our lives.   

I’ve learned that no two conferences at MOVE are the same. Every year is different. However, every 
year brings something new. There are new things to learn, and new people to experience it with. I 
hope that I can sustain the changes that have been made in me this year. I’ve grown in my faith, and 
our youth group has grown too. The story is just beginning, and I’m ready to turn the next page.  
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southlandwomen 
In lieu of an article for this month, these two pages are devoted to sharing information to help you 

prepare for what’s happening within southlandwomen as we head into a new ministry year.  

Obviously, there will be more specific details shared along the way about these ministries as well as any 

other information about new plans within the women’s minsitry. 

Fall Ladies’ bible study: 
Tuesday morning Bible study has long been an integral part of the Women’s Ministry here at 

Southland. It’s an opportunity for ladies across the generations to gather, of course for study, 

but also to connect with each other, build relationships and spend time in prayer. 

This Fall session of Ladies’ Bible Study 

will be using a series from Lauren 

Chandler called: 

Steadfast Love  
It’s a study of Psalm 107, a call to 

worship that celebrates God’s 

unfailing love. For Lauren Chandler, 

this study grew out of a particularly 

hard time in her life as she learned to 

worship God in the midst of any and 

every season. 

Here are words from the back of the book capturing the essence of this study: 

“There are times when worship overflows effortlessly from a heart full of gratitude 

and praise. And there are times when God seems far [away] and we feel we have 

nothing to offer. Throughout it all, God shows us His STEADFAST LOVE.” 

This session of Ladies’ Bible Study will begin Tuesday, September 12 and will 

run for seven weeks (ending on October 24). 

LBS meets from 10-11:30am each week. 

Childcare will again be provided during this session. 

Join us for this time as we grow in God’s love 

and in relationship with one another! 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high 
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Typically, it will meet on the last Friday of the month 
during the school year (not August). 

M.S.A. Mornings (Moms Set Apart)   
Resumes August 17 (9:30-11:30am) 

 

Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting to help 
with childcare and other MSA ministry expenses. 

 The content for this session will be a 
RightNow Media series called “No More 
Perfect Moms” by Jill Savage. In a 
culture that leads moms to expect 
perfection from themselves, this study 
will help them embrace their role even 
in the midst of their imperfections. 

Please register for MSA Mornings either on the MSA Facebook page or by e-
mailing Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

motherhood.inspired 

This is a ministry opportunity launched last year as 

a re-launch of what had previously been called 

“MSA Nights.” It’s a time  designed for any moms 

with kids still in the home - a time to share, grow 

and breathe. Continuing last year’s theme, each 

meeting will focus on “life hacks” applicable for 

moms. It’s a way we can tune-in to what the 

Designer of life has to say about living well. 

Motherhood.inspired resumes on Tuesday, September 19 from 6:30-8pm. 

The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses. 

NOTE:  This year, there will also be an opportunity for men coinciding with 

motherhood.inspired. This will be a continuation of the men’s group that has 

been meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Let us know if you have any 

questions.  

Box Top Girls 
The BTG year will 
start in September 
with a fun kick-off 

event. 

More details will be 
communicated in the 
August edition of “The 
Southland Vine” and 

through the mail.  
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Jon’s article will resume in the next edition of “The Vine.” 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

We will be continuing our “You’ve Got Questions” series into the month of August (through 
either August 6 or August 13). Typically, we preach in a series that revolves around a 
certain portion of Scripture or a specific theme. In this series, what will unite the various 
sermons together is this common feature: we’re looking at answers from God’s Word to 
YOUR specific questions. Summer is a good time to do such a series as each week 
becomes pretty “stand alone.”  

NOTE: obviously, we have not been able to address every question that came our way for this series. We are still trying to 
identify the best method for dealing with those we have not answered. In the meantime, if you have asked a question that 
hasn’t been answered and you would really like some guidance in reflecting on it, please don’t hesitate to e-mail Matt 
directly (matt@gosouthland.org). 

Here is the schedule for the next few weeks - the first two or three are still a part of this series: 

 July 30  A question about the intersection of God’s grace (we can only be saved because of it) and the 
   importance of how we live (it matters!) 

August 6 A question about God’s sovereignty (e.g. His “election”) and human free will - especially in 
connection to salvation 

August 13 Jon preaching (perhaps dealing with a worship-related question) 

August 20 Our FLOURISH theme - the church FAMILY: Each one’s need, each one’s needed. 

August 27 A special praise worship service (morning of FLOURISH) 

How to listen to content you may have missed ... 
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for 
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to 
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added. 
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen. 

Just a note:  ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the 
  “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for). 

Recent sermons from this “You’ve Got Questions” series: 
 6/25 The connection between our faith and God’s intervention/activity   
 7/2 Burial vs. cremation     7/9 The “sacred” and the “secular 
 7/16 Alex Cobb preaching on evil, pain and suffering 7/23 Our struggle against the Evil One 
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Later in August, we will communicate details about this upcoming session 

(it will be available in print form and electronically). For now, we want you 

to get the “resume date” on your calendar. This Fall session will again involve Children of Praise 

practices after a kick-off session on 8/30 (see pages 7-8) plus other youth/children programming. 

… if you are wanting to be a part of a group designed for close community 

and study of God’s Word, let us know and we’ll help find one of these groups for you. Perhaps as we 

get past the more chaotic summer schedule, it’s a good time for you to get involved in such a group. 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in CONNECT Groups … 

As we mentioned earlier in “The Vine” (see p. 5),  each of our CONNECT Groups is choosing its own 

curriculum for the 4 weeks of August. For more information about these groups, see the display in the 

foyer where we have flyers available with information about the CONNECT Group concept more broadly 

and specifics about each of our groups. They all meet at 9am. 

After a week-off from groups for a church FAMILY breakfast on Labor Day weekend  (Sunday, 9/3), we 

will then spend the rest of September and October in “normal” groups with a church-wide curriculum. It will 

relate to our “FAMILY” theme, especially what being a part of the family requires from each one of us. 

We are also planning another session of “Cross CONNECT” for 

November (as we did in March). These are inter-generational 

groups that gather for faith-related conversations. While it’s 

great to be with our “normal” groups where many life situations are 

similar, it’s also good to have this kind of experience as well. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY 

We are still in need of volunteers to serve at the Welcome Center - this involves 25 minutes 

once a month around both of our Sunday morning start times (either from 8:45-9:10 or from 

10:15-10:40). It’s part of how we can create a “welcoming” environment for the SCC family and 

especially our guests. 

As we prepare for a new season of “CULTIVATE” (it launches August 30), we are in need 

of some volunteers who will help with the meal preparation on Wednesday evenings. It’s a 

great blessing to those who are here, especially those coming straight from work. It also helps 

to facilitate some opportunity for relational connecting over the meal. And yet, it requires 

volunteers who are willing to serve by preparing the meal. Especially with Debbie’s changed 

role, we are going to need extra hands to help with this. Please contact the office if you are 

willing to help in this way. 

At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can 

serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing 

areas of service where the SCC family needs help. There are also BLUE CARDS there that you 

can fill out to let us know where and how you would like to serve. 

We have several “THANK YOU’s” to mention for some specific ways people have served 

recently, especially with VBS; see the next page for those. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 

grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and 

full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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A special “THANK YOU” to Shawn and Amelia 

Latimer who have taken on the responsibility of the 

South lot (mowing and other general upkeep of it); 

it’s a huge undertaking and a great blessing! 

A “THANK YOU” to all of those who participated in the men’s work day on Saturday, July 

8. There are too many names (and too little space) to mention each one, but we appreciate 

each one of you making it a priority to be here and help us make our property look great! 

As we’ve reached the end of our 2017 VBS, it is appropriate to extend a “THANK 

YOU!” to so many different people who were a part of making “Maker Fun 

Factory” a success. This kind of week is only possible through the investment of 

many people willing to serve and BUILD UP others. While there are too many 

people to mention everyone by name, we did want to identify the different ways many people 

helped make this week happen. (NOTE:  in addition to the general areas, it is appropriate to 

especially highlight by name those who led different areas, putting in a lot of extra time in 

planning and preparing for the week.)  

“THANK YOU” to Jon Carmichael who owned the overall role of leading VBS, investing much 

of himself in making plans, organizing, delegating, etc. … also “THANK YOU” to Debbie 

Nelson for again taking the lead of the Pre-K portion of our VBS. 

“THANK YOU” to all who donated supplies in advance of VBS - it’s such a tremendous 

practical help for the week. 

“THANK YOU” to the leaders of the various areas who invested time planning and 

preparing in advance: 

Debbie Jennings and April Whittaker for leading the Imagination Station 

The Empty Nesters CONNECT Group for leading the Snack Factory 

Donna Lillard for leading the Bible Discovery station 

Bryant Edmondson and Rori Carmichael for leading the Game Makers 

Ashley Worthy for leading the Kid-Vid Cinema 

Brad Worthy for leading the decorating team plus helping with the opening and closing 

Terra Gegg for leading the praise team 

Jenelle Smith for leading the registration team 

“THANK YOU” to all of those who served with those leaders on those separate teams. 

“THANK YOU” to all of the adult and youth crew leaders who led the kids to their stations, 

building relationships, showing God’s love and making this a great experience for them. 

“THANK YOU” to the leaders of various areas within the Pre-K team who spent months 

planning and preparing to make this a special week for our younger ones: Katy Carmichael, 

Andrea Conboy, Sara Emmerton, Katie Kilgo, Kristie Martin and Amber Neil. 

“THANK YOU” to the other adult and youth volunteers who patiently and willingly invested 

time, energy and effort to make this a memorable week for our pre-K kids. 

“THANK YOU” to our security team. 

“THANK YOU” to those who invested time at the end of Thursday evening cleaning-up 

and resetting the building. 

It’s a great example of each person/part carrying-out his or her own responsibility. But, 

together, it produces a great work of ministry!! Just how Ephesians 4 says it should look! 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – August 2017 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

8/6/17   
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)   

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

8/13/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Debbie N. 

8/20/17  
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)  

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

8/27/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Terry & Brenda O. 

 

|————— Bill & Pam F. —————| 

|————— Bob & Liz W. —————| 

|————–— Debbie N. ———–——| 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

8/6/17 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Dennis & Kay McCann 
8/13/17 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

8/20/17 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

8/27/17 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

8/6/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

8/6/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Susan Graves 

Carissa Virtue and helper 

The Graves family 

8/13/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

8/13/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 

Debbie Gray 

Stacy Gambill and helper 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

8/20/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

8/20/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 

Amanda Butler 

Amanda/Abbi Miller 

Amanda Butler + Cody & Richelle Graves 

8/27/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

8/27/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Amanda Miller 

Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally 

The Cobb Family 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

8/6/17 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Les L. - Rori C. - Noah W. 

8/13/17 Kristin L. - Emily W. - Kira S. Andy & Donna L. - Matt & Amber N. 

8/20/17 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L. 

8/27/17 Brad & Marsha F. - Anna M. Jon & Katy C. - David & April C. 

 

|——— Ernie & Charlotte E. ———| 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

We want to specifically use this space in this month’s edition of “The Vine” to celebrate some recent “LIVE OUT” 

opportunities with our partners and to highlight some upcoming ones: 

 

This year, we again participated in the annual “Baby Bottle Boomerang” fundraiser (it ran 

from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day). It's another way for us to be involved in living out 

God's values and priorities when it comes to the sanctity of human life. Of course, the work 

of the PCC goes far beyond just helping people choose life. These funds go to support the broad range of the PCC’s 

work in Springfield and beyond. We are grateful for our partnership with the PCC in service to Christ in our community.  

We just recently received word back from the PCC about our total collected: $517 95. Great job Southland family! 
 

Thanks to those who donated BACKPACKS for the Salvation Army’s 

annual “School Supply Drive.”  

Through your generosity, we were able to collect and deliver over 

100 backpacks that will be distributed with school supplies to bless 

school-aged children in our community. Thanks!! 

They are also needing people to help with the “School Supply Drive” in the following ways: 

 Friday, August 4 from 10am - 3pm ... sorting supplies at the main facility (open to adults and kids). 

 Monday, August 7 from 9am - 5pm … seriving as part of the “distribution team” as kids come to collect 

 supplies (adults only). 

In past summers at “back-to-school” time , we have collected cookies to help CCH in their efforts to 

reach out to new students. They are no longer doing that specific thing this year. However, it’s still 

a great time to be in prayer for their work as they prepare for this new school year. It’s also a time 

when we can help support them. If you would like to specifically give to CCH during this season, we have made 

envelopes available in CONNECT Groups and at the Welcome Center (they have the CCH logo on them). Any money 

donated through these envelopes will be sent on to specifically bless their back-to-school ministry work this year. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 
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In addition to such service-oriented opportunities, there are a couple more “FUN” opportunities during the 

upcoming weeks and months to help support our ministry partners. 

The 21st annual CCH Golf Tournament is Saturday, 

September 16 at Bill & Payne Stewart Golf Course 

in Springfield (start time is 8 AM). It is a 2-person 

scramble and the cost is $65 per person (this 

price includes the golf, cart, lunch, etc.). Proceeds 

go to support CCH’s annual missions trips. 

If you are interested, sign-up directly with Tyler 

Richter at CCH (trichter@cchonthe.net). 

At 9am on Saturday, October 7, the Pregnancy Care Center will be hosting its 

annual “Walk 4 Life & 5K Run.” This year, it will be at the PCC facility at 1342 E. 

Primrose instead of at Jordan Valley Park. Be looking for more details as the event 

gets closer. For now, just make sure you have the date in mind. It’s a great way for 

us to support the work of the PCC while coming together with others for a fun time! 

The Empty Nesters and the G6:10 Ministry are once again teaming 

up to help support the Show Me Christian Youth Home near 

Sedalia, Missouri.  

Each year, Show Me hosts an open house in September (this year, 

it’s on Saturday, 9/9 as they are also celebrating their 50th 

anniversary!). Leading up to that date, we will be collecting 

household supplies that will be taken and delivered to Show-Me on 

that day (anyone wanting to go is welcome). There are all kinds of 

needs they have, but for our purposes, it would best to donate 

household items like trash bags, toilet paper, band-aids, etc. The 

kinds of things any large family would use on a routine basis.  

Bring donations to the alcove (north end in the auditorium) anytime from August 13 through Sunday, September 3. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally. So you know, this year, 

our VBS offering went to help Life of Hope provide shoes for school-aged children in Guatemala, a 

mandatory item that is hard for many families to afford. By the end of the week, we had raised over $1,350. 

mailto:tyler@cchonthe.net
http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

