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Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 
(6-8:30pm each evening). 

See page 10 for kid-related details about the week 
(including where to register); we’ve also shared some 
more general information about the week on page 5. 

Save the date:  FLOURISH 2019 

See page 3 for more details about this event. 
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Congratulations to Harmony Martin who was immersed 

into Christ by her mom on 6/2! 

Congratulations to Rebecca McAnally who was 

immersed into Christ by Kendall Wooldridge (serving as a 

sponsor) during the middle school camp session at Maranatha 

Bible Camp. 

We rejoice with Harmony and Rebecca in their decisions to follow Jesus. 

We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest 

Southland members: LaVera Bridegford as well as  Rick 

& Anna Randleman (along with their sons Luke, 

Levi and Lex). 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

A last note about recent staff transitions ... 
In a little over a year, our ministry staff team has gone on quite a journey; it seems a good 
time to review it all. The road began with Jon’s departure which led to the arrival of Adam 
Faulkner in an intern-turned-part-time role with our worship ministry, and here most 
recently, the hiring of Rick Randleman in an “Associate Pastor” role. As Rick has come and 
taken the lead of the college-age group as part of his responsibilities, it means Les is freed-
up to take a point role in coordinating the children’s ministry. Of course, his arrival also 
means someone to share with Matt in various ministry roles as well. Recently, we can add to 
all of this a shift in the specific responsibilities of Debbie (more focused on administrative 
areas/financials) and Kristie (the women’s ministry is hers to lead now). Phew! We are most 
grateful for the blessing of God’s leading through His Holy Spirit during this entire 
process. It is easy to see the way that He has been shaping our ministry staff team for 
effective ministry! It is an exciting time as we move into this new season at Southland.  

Amidst it all, the arrival of the Randleman family has appropriately received the bulk of the 
attention. It has been so good to have them here with us - Rick in his role throughout the 
week and the rest of his family as they can be. Our recent church FAMILY picnic was a great 
evening overall (in spite of the weather being less-than-the-best) highlighted by the 
opportunity to welcome the Randlemans more formally. We certainly expect that this is the 
beginning of a great partnership moving forward as the Randlemans become more and 
more a part of the Southland family. Please join us in making this transition as smooth as 
possible by continuing to pray for the logistics of their move (they officially have contracts 
both to sell their house in St. Joseph and buy a house here). 

“Thank you” to the Southland family for the ways you joined us in extending a warm and 
generous welcome through the gift cards and notes; also, an extra-special “Thank you” to 

Betty Hein for making the “Welcome” cake for the picnic on June 23. 

Instead of publishing updates to the previous directory, we have decided to work 
towards a new one. Sometime in July, we hope to make available a draft with the 
contact information we have on file. During that time, please verify or correct that 
information. Our current goal is to have a new edition ready by Flourish 2019. 



3 

 

Two Key Summer “FAMILY” Opportunities at Southland: 
 

Church FAMILY Picnic back on June 23 - this was our 3rd annual picnic. While the weather 
didn’t cooperate for the second year in a row, it was still a great time together as a church 
family. Kids found plenty of fun. Many played “Nine Square” in the parking lot. Some 
enjoyed a more laid-back opportunity for conversation with others. All in all, it was another 
great opportunity for us to share time together as a church FAMILY. “Thank you” to all who 
helped from setting up tables in the auditorium to grilling to helping get the food ready/
organized in the Fellowship Hall.  

——————————————————————–—————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

FLOURISH 2019 is several weeks away; for now, 
save this date and plan to join us for this event. 

Since 2012, FLOURISH has been an important 
evening in the life of our church FAMILY each 
year. We share a delicious meal and enjoy some 
time to be together. Of course, along the way, we 
also reflect on what has happened in the past 
ministry year and prepare for where God is 
leading us as we move ahead. Obviously, much 
has happened during this past ministry year: from 

staff transitions, to the property sale, to ongoing renovation work, to - most importantly - 
many ministry highlights. Much is still unfolding. We come together at FLOURISH to celebrate 
such things that God has done; we also come to continue focusing on His agenda and plans 
for Southland. By the next edition of “The Vine,” we will be sharing more specifics about our 
theme for the night. It will again be an important night for the Southland family!  

“THANK YOU” Notes 

…

…
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
In the last edition of the Vine, we shared how each summer we go through a 
process designed to help us identify potential new elders for our church family. 
As it is with any group (including a family), the LEADERSHIP of a church 
FAMILY certainly matters. In the New Testament, we see the role of elder 
as a key part of God’s design. Throughout this annual process, we are using 

this space in “The Vine” to communicate information about how it works and to update you regarding our 
progress. (You can check out the May edition of “The Vine” for more details about this process as a whole.)  

During the first 3 weeks of June (through Sunday the 16th), we provided SCC members with the opportunity to 
recommend names. After those names are recommended, we have a preliminary conversation with these 
individuals about potentially serving in this role. That begins with inviting them to prayerfully consider whether or 
not to pursue the opportunity. For any who do, the rest of the process is initiated as we continue with a similar 
“interview” process as we would for a staff member. This is appropriate given the importance of the elder-role in a 
local church family. This specific stage represents our attempt to both (a) communicate the expectations that go 
with serving as an elder and (b) help individuals clarify whether or not this is God’s calling for their lives at this 
point (both from the perspective of the potential elder and of the existing elders as leaders of the church family). 
Throughout this entire process, we are trying to align ourselves with the Holy Spirit’s leading as we strive to 
recognize those men that HE is calling to serve in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28). For this 
year, there are 2 individuals whose names were submitted as a recommendation. 

Current Elders: Warren Burros, Ernie Emmerton, Terry Ochs, and Bob Wood (going on sabbatical at 
the end of 6 years of service). Pat Little is nearing the end of his sabbatical year off and 
will be returning in September. To these, we will add anyone who is confirmed through 
our annual process (if applicable). 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we 
have highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 7).  

PROPERTY Update - An Emphasis on Recent Improvements: 
Most recently, the main developments from the property sale have 

come in the MAINTENANCE/BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS front (a 3rd 

key priority from the sale). In fact, we have reached a key point with 

the completion of the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen renovation in June. 

Here are some highlights of what has happened: 

 The walls in the Fellowship Hall were repaired (i.e. holes filled-

in) and re-painted with a new chair rail installed. 

 The popcorn texture on the ceiling came down, many rough spots in the drywall were smoothed 

out and the ceiling was freshly painted. 

 In the kitchen, countertops were replaced and walls were painted to match the fellowship hall. 

 Throughout the kitchen, Fellowship Hall and main office areas, new flooring was installed. 

 Overall 3 exterior doors (1 in the Fellowship Hall + 2 others) were replaced. 

Make sure you check out the finished product if you haven’t already (it’s great!). Of course, we are grateful 

to Nabholz Construction for their work along the way.  

Now that this major project is done, we still have others we are planning to address along the way. 
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
Some VBS-related details … Plans for our 2019 VBS 

(“The Incredible Race”) are underway! This is going to be a great 
opportunity to help our young people see what God’s Word has to say 
about an issue that is certainly quite relevant to events in our world 
today. We are already excited about the week! 

Make sure you mark the dates for VBS: Monday, July 29 
through Thursday, August 1 … 6-8:30pm each evening. 

VOLUNTEERS needed! As always,  to make VBS happen,  we need lots of help in the way of 
volunteers! At this point,  we are especially needing those who will serve as crew leaders.  
For now, let the office know if you want to serve in this capacity. 

Help with DONATIONS! We cannot do VBS without all of those who generously donate 
hundreds of needed items for crafts, snacks, games and more. If you have indicated you would 
donate something, please have such items back to Southland by Sunday, July 7! If you missed 
the opportunity to participate in this way, you can still help by giving a monetary donation (there 
is a box at the display table for such a purpose). 

Beyond that, we encourage you to help us SPREAD the WORD about the week by sharing it with 
kids you know (see page 10 for more information, including a website you can share). 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). We are in normal groups for Summer 2019. Outside 

of a week when our 2019 Guatemala team will be sharing (date t.b.d.), there are no 

specific weeks - until September - when groups will not be meeting. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Saturday, June 29 … the return date for our 2019 Guatemala team. 

Thursday, July 4 … “Happy Independence Day!” 

Sunday, July 7 … date when we need all VBS donations returned to the church. This helps us 

have some time to finalize plans and get supplies to the leaders of various areas. 

Sunday, July 14 from 6-8pm … a women’s ministry event: “Summer 

SUNDAE Sunday.” It’s an opportunity for the ladies of Southland to “chill” 

together - ice cream sundaes and relaxed time to visit. See page 13 for 

more information. 
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Other Events (listed by date - continued): 

Monday, July 15 (departing at 9am) - Saturday, July 20 (returning at 

noon) … the 2019 “MOVE” conference at John Brown University. This 

is for high school students - those entering their freshman year 

through newly graduated seniors. 

Sunday, July 28 after service … a VBS meeting (specific details to follow, perhaps including 

lunch and decorating/getting the building ready for the week). 

Monday, July 29 - Thursday, August 1 (6-8:30pm each evening) … these are 

the dates for our 2019 VBS: “The Incredible Race.” Make sure you have it on 

your calendar! See page 5 for information about donations and volunteering; 

see page 10 for kid-related information about registering, etc. As always, 

we’re looking forward to a great week in the life of the Southland family! 

Sunday, August 18 … Group Huddle kick-off event at Incredible Pizza. 

Sunday, August 25 at 5pm … our 2019 FLOURISH gathering. 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or 

any staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t 

have e-mail access or would rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow 

Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here at 

Southland. Especially as we move into a new year, the content available 

through RNM provides a great way to help you feed yourself spiritually. 

RNM gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content through 

online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style! 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have 

his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection 

(via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request 

via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and our Facebook group called “The Southland 

Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).  

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are 
not receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office 
to let us know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help 
troubleshoot any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails). 

mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
http://www.gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are in the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to 

potentially add (the process began in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” 

section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland 

members embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also 

embrace a higher level of responsibility. In the May Vine, we shared the commitments specific to the role 

of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff - the 

commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to make and carry out. 

General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members: 

 We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue 

to become more and more like Him. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church - 

living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed. 

 We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves 

in those we lead. 

 We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda. 

 We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant]. 

 We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry. 

 We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves 

available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility). 

 We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the 

work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability. 

 We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides. 

 We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland. 

 We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this 

covenant. 
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What MATTers to me … 
I cannot speak for the experience of listening to my sermons, but I know that my process of preparing sermons 
has great value for my own spiritual journey. Sometimes, it’s being challenged. Other times, it’s being reminded of 
our status as God’s beloved children. Still other times, I simply find my mind engaged as I reflect on a theme - 
as truths of God, Jesus and a life of faith mojinate, they help clarify my thinking and bolster my understanding. 
Such was the case with a recent sermon on Matthew 8:5-13. By way of reminder, we see in this scene a man of 
“AMAZING” faith. This Roman centurion is an outsider from the perspective of the Jewish people. Yet, he 
demonstrates a surprising confidence in Jesus that fully trusted His authority/capacity to heal a sick member of 
his household … so much so, that he believed Jesus could even heal just by saying the word, even from long-
distance. The text highlights the importance of such faith in God’s Kingdom - it matters most, even more than 
any earthly criteria. Of course, being a miracle story, the encounter ends with Jesus actually doing the healing. 

It’s the way this scene unfolds that brought me again to a sort of dilemma for me when it comes to a life of faith. 
There are two themes at work. Each one on their own is not hard to accept; it’s in trying to see how they mesh 
that I have found the struggle. Here are the two ideas: 

First, we see a frequent link throughout God’s Word (especially in the Gospels!) where faith seems to 
ignite God’s action, as it does with the scene in Matthew 8. When people put great faith in God/Jesus, 
amazing things happen; indeed, even a little faith can “move mountains!” This is both easy to see in 
Scripture and quite encouraging to us about the kind of faith that can even “move mountains.” 

Second, we see another reality: amazing levels of faith don’t automatically produce the desired results … 
even for those with great faith. Fervent prayers prayed in full faith don’t always lead to our preferred 
answer. Loved ones might still be sick and even pass away. Relationships might still be fractured. 
Struggles might still be present. Even “thorns in the flesh” might still remain in spite of urgent pleading.  

There is great mystery at work within all of this - far more than can be explored in a one-page article! We must 
affirm that God is still able and still sovereign no matter what happens. We also must affirm our inability to 
decipher all of this, especially with our finite minds confined to a perspective that recognizes eternity, but is still 
bound by earthly limitations. Some of it means that the mystery is simply going to remain just that: a mystery.  

In the midst of my pondering about such things in my preparation for this particular sermon, I came across 
words from a preacher named Steve Mathewson. He was preaching on this same event from Luke 7. Here are his 
words that might help us and encourage us in the midst of this dilemma as we compare what we see happening in 
God’s Word with what often seems to happen in our lives of faith today. 

We don't have time to go through Scripture and do an exhaustive study on faith, but as I was reading 
this week, reading some of the great leaders and preachers of days gone by, I thought it was 
interesting that both John Wesley and John Calvin had very similar definitions of faith. … I'm struck that 
neither one was presuming that in a particular situation there would be a particular outcome. Rather, 
both of them say that faith is a conviction, it is a trust, and it is a firm and certain knowledge of God 
and of the things of God – that what the Bible says about God is true. 

I would suggest to you today that amazing faith is even greater than what we see in this passage (Luke 
7). I'm going to take some language out of both definitions and say that amazing faith is a firm and 
certain conviction of God's goodness towards us, whatever the short-term outcome may be.  

Yes, sometimes we pray for people and they die. Does that mean that we didn't have amazing faith? 
Does it mean that Jesus really isn't as powerful today as He was when He walked here on earth? No. 
Jesus is just as powerful. You see, amazing faith is a firm and certain conviction of God's goodness 
towards us. And what we know as we continue tracking this story in Luke's gospel is that when Jesus 
came, He began to set in motion this promised restoration. God's not done with that. 

As Ravi Zacharias puts it in Jesus Among Other Gods, “Faith is confidence in the person of Jesus Christ and in 
His power, so that even when His power does not serve my end, my confidence in Him remains because of who He 
is.” Indeed, in the midst of our circumstances, we keep trusting Him ... confident in Him, His power and even His 
heart. We trust that He can do the miraculous. And, even if He doesn’t, we can trust in what He is working out. In 
the midst of the mystery, may we have such convicted and amazing faith! 
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A note from RICK ... 
Hey Southland Family! 

I just wanted to take an opportunity to say thank you for the welcome you’ve given us!  From a place to 
live during our move (Thanks, Bolands!), to good conversations, and of course for all the cards at the 
picnic (and that cake too …). We really appreciate it and can’t wait to get to know everyone better over the 
coming weeks and months!  Seriously though, thank you for the cards and gift cards. They are going to be 
incredibly useful and a tremendous blessing  over the next several weeks! 

It’s strange to me that a few months ago, we didn’t have a clue that by summertime our lives were going to 
be taking a different turn. We didn’t realize that we would be leaving a ministry we love, selling a house, 
buying a house, leaving familiar surroundings and faces … all of which is exciting, nerve-wracking, and 
everything in between. And as great as you all have been in making the transition as smooth as possible 
(seriously, great!), it’s still been … uncomfortable … in certain ways: saying so many goodbyes, waiting for 
the house to sell (and now to close), attempting to find a new place to call home, asking the boys to pick-
up and leave behind friends/youth group/etc., leaving a church that’s been home for over a decade, being 
separated while Anna and the boys are still up north … it’s uncomfortable, but it’s been good. Because it’s 
when we are uncomfortable that God can bring growth and challenge and hope to our lives.  

I came across a quote on the Marine Corp website 
several years ago that say:  

“Comfort is an illusion, a false security bred 
from familiar things and familiar ways. It 

narrows the mind, weakens the body, and robs 
the soul of spirit and determination. Comfort is 

neither welcomed nor tolerated here.” 

In talking with a friend when considering the move to 
Southland, I expressed concern about moving our 
family ... because we were comfortable, or at least my kids were. And he challenged me by asking if I 
want my boys growing up only doing things that are comfortable or do I want them to see that God is 
going to call us out of our comfort zones as we follow Him? Do I want them to pursue God no matter what 
the cost? Do I want them to see that God calls us to do difficult and challenging things in life? And he was 
right. I want myself and my family to be continually pursuing the heart of God wherever that may take us 
(and I know that there are many more difficult moves a family could make than 4 hours south   ), and that’s 
what excites me about being a part of Southland.  I’ve met so many people that obviously love the Lord 
and want to live a life that honors Him. I can’t wait to have my faith grow because of your influence. I can’t 
wait to see my family integrated into the life and ministry of Southland and see our faith challenged and 
deepened. I love that God has given the church so that even though the Randlemans are in a new and 
different place, we still have our family of God to lean into. 

So over the course of the next few weeks, I would love to get to know you better.  I’d love to grab a cup of 
coffee with you and hear your story of what God has done in your life. If you’d be up for that, feel free to 
give me a call or text! And after we have a house, we’d love to have you over! 

Thanks again for the cards and for the welcome! Y’all are great! 
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      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

We are still using the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum. Kids start off in our regular ENCOUNTER 
service with their families before being dismissed. 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of July (kids are in 
our regular ENCOUNTER service until offering time typically). 

REMINDER: Promotion Sunday was in early June - kids going into 1st grade this next 
school year are now with this group; kids going into 6th grade remain have promoted out 
of “Kid ENCOUNTER” and remain with their parents/families throughout the service. 

Southland’s 2019 VBS 
Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 

from 6-8:30pm each evening 

This year’s theme is “The Incredible Race: One 
Family, One Race, One Savior.” Each night, we will 
be highlighting a different continent. On this “race” 
around the globe kids will be learning about the 
human race … our shared story that started in the 
Garden of Eden and scattered after the Tower of 
Babel. God is still calling people from every tribe, 
tongue, people and nation back to Himself through 
His Son, Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the world. 
We are part of this story; and God wants us to 
participate in sharing the Good News of His love for 
ALL people.  It’s a timely message from God’s Word 
about the common story of humanity. 

VBS is for kids ages 4 through those entering 5th grade this next school year.  

As we did last year, we are again having a special session for middle school students 
as well (see page 1 1  for information about plans for 6th through 8th grade students).   

It is also open to kids 3 and under with those who are serving as volunteers at VBS. 

For more info, go to https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/. 

Register at https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/register/. 
(You can click on the links directly if viewing this electronically.) 

See the broader VBS-related note on page 5 for information about how you can 
help with VBS (i.e. volunteers, donations, etc.). 

file:///C:/Users/matt/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/register/
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Les’ latest (a camp follow-up) ...  
Maranatha Bible Camp developed this years’ summer theme on the book of Acts, 

entitled “Community.” Students and sponsors enjoyed being in the Word of God, 

listening to talented speakers and singing together in worship. During the teaching 

times at camp, we were encouraged by the boldness of Peter, the inspiring 

message of Stephen and the desire to know Christ like Cornelius. Perhaps the most rewarding part of camp is 

seeing young people grow in their understanding of the Bible. During the middle school week of camp we even 

had the privilege of celebrating a baptism from someone in our youth group (Rebecca McAnally). 

Beyond the time in God’s Word, campers enjoyed pleasant days in nature with the zip line, archery, pool 

activities and late night s’mores. Perhaps the biggest addition to the camp facilities is the incredible new 

worship center. This larger space will continue to give future campers many more years of great memories and 

experiences at Maranatha. You can check out “The Southland Scoop” (our church family Facebook page) for 

some pictures of the week. 

Overall, we had 32 different campers attend sessions at Maranatha (we send kids entering Kindergarten this 

next school year through 8th grade). We also had 9 different people attend as sponsors: Andrea Conboy, Jane 

Cosgrove, Adam Faulkner, A.J. Gegg, Becky Goeringer, Liz Kilgo, Donna Lillard, Kristie Martin and Kendall 

Wooldridge. Make sure to thank them for investing in our kids during these sessions of camp.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” 

at Incredible Pizza Company  

Sunday, August 18 from 4:30-9pm  

Back-to-school season is still in the distance, but we wanted to get this event 

communicated (be looking for more details in the next edition of “The Vine”).  

Specifically for MIDDLE School 
We are again offering a section for middle school students at our 2019 VBS (Monday, 

July 29 through Thursday, August 1 - 6-8:30pm each night). Here are the plans:  

 Monday:   Swing Right Miniature Golf (no money needed, drinks & snacks provided) 

 Tuesday:   Sonic and sand volleyball (students need to bring their own money) 

 Wednesday: Nature hike (bottled water and snacks provided) 

 Thursday: Nine square and beach ball volleyball (ice cream treats & drinks provided) 

Specifically for HIGH School 
At John Brown University – depart Monday, July 15 

at 9am and return Saturday, July 20 at noon. 

Check out the mailer for an essential packing list and other details. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 
PERSPECTIVE. What is it? Here’s one definition: “a particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; 
a point of view.” Some adjectives for perspective are these:  

“outlook, point of view, standpoint, position, angle, slant, attitude, frame of mind, frame of 
reference, approach, way of looking/thinking, vantage point, interpretation” 

 

 

 
 

To say your perspective affects your life would be an understatement. It colors everything - what you 
perceive, what you think, how you feel. I had a conversation recently that reminded me of the importance of 
perspective, and it made a profound impact on me.  

Earlier this month, I took Anna to freshmen orientation at Southwest Baptist University. We spent the day 
listening to instructional talks, seeing the layout of the campus, and meeting other families of incoming 
freshmen. It was a great day! Toward the end of the day, I had the opportunity to visit with the mom of a 
classmate of Anna’s from NCA who is also attending SBU in the fall. I had seen this lady before in school 
contexts and we had introduced ourselves that morning, but I didn’t know much about her. However, once we 
began talking, she shared a lot with me about her life. I will call her “Julie.” 

I would have assumed that Julie was the biological mother of Anna’s friend. They seem to have that “family 
resemblance.” But I found out that is not the case. As we talked, Julie shared with me that she has cystic 
fibrosis. She has lived much past the age doctors thought she would. She had married young and had a son, but 
her health did not allow her to even consider having more children. That marriage ended and later she married 
her current husband, who at the time was raising children - including Anna’s friend who was two at the time. 
She shared what a joy it had been to raise a daughter, especially when she thought she would never have one, 
and that she loves her just like she was her own biologically. She spoke of how blessed she has been to have 
lived long enough to see two sons and now a daughter grow up and graduate from high school. (One son was 
also getting married that next weekend.) She said she initially warned her husband that they might only have a 
couple of years together, but now they have had many (16 or so, I think)! She even went so far as to say she 
loves her gray hairs, “and I have a lot of them now!” She was truly excited about growing older because she 
never expected to have that opportunity.  

Her perspective seemed so different that what many have. She wasn’t mourning that her daughter was 
growing up and moving away; she was so thankful to have been with her this whole time to watch her grow and 
to support her as she took this new step in life. She was excited about the future, where many of us tend to 
dread growing older and seeing life change. As she spoke, she grew teary, and I did as well. Her gratitude 
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As we head throughout the Summer, Kristie and the women’s ministry team will be working 
on plans for the new ministry year (starts in September). Be looking for more information 
about what this specifically means for ministries like Moms Set Apart and Box Top Girls. 

simply to be alive and in fairly good health was evident all over her! She carried a small oxygen system with 
her, but she never complained about it nor even mentioned it. Her perspective on life has been on my mind 
ever since our conversation. 

Perspective is not necessarily a biblical word. You have to go to “looser” translations to even find the word 
appearing in English versions of Scripture. But I assure you, the importance of perspective is there. When 
James 1:2 says “Consider it pure joy … whenever you face trials of many kinds,” I think that’s speaking about 
perspective. It’s a call to have a perspective that reminds you that trials are helpful because of how they help 
you to grow and develop. This positive, trusting perspective applies to any area of life. Maybe that’s part of 
what Romans 8:28 should cultivate in us:  

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.”  

Have the perspective that God is as work always, in the good, the bad and the ugly. Choose thankfulness for all 
you have been given. Live today with a thankful heart – none of us are promised a tomorrow. Love even your 
gray hairs! You have lived long enough to receive them! And share your positive, thankful perspective with 
others. You just might impact someone like me along the way.  

We invite you to join other Southland ladies for this 
fun night together. In the midst of summer’s heat 
and hectic pace, we are providing some time to 
“chill.” Delicious ice cream sundaes will be served (in a 
“create your own” style) and there will be a small 
craft option available for those who are interested. 
Most importantly, it’s an opportunity in the midst of 
summer’s busyness to enjoy being with one another 
as sisters in Christ. 

We hope you have the date on the calendar and join us for this time! 

A NOTE about the men’s ministry ... Over the past few years, we have attempted various forms of men’s 

ministry: a D-Group format that met later in the evening, gatherings at a coffee shop on the 3rd Tuesdays of the 

month, different activities on the 2nd Saturdays, etc. (not to mention other opportunities like “HIS Connect”). 

Last year, we tried to put a main focus on getting guys together within Deeper Life Groups as part of 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE. It has been a challenge to find the right approach. As we head toward a new 

ministry year, we are continuing to evaluate how to move forward with this in the best possible way. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“When the Going Gets Tough, the Body Stands Tall” 

“The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was overcome by distress 

and sorrow. Then I called on the Name of the LORD: ‘LORD, save me!.’” - Psalm 116:3-4 

“If you know people in your church or your neighborhood that are facing adversity, I encourage you to 

offer a hand of friendship to them. That is what Jesus would do.” - Jonathan Falwell 

"Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn." - Romans 12:15 

Summer is in full swing and the weather is a mess. “So what will we talk about this 

month,” you ask? Let’s talk about trapeze artists! Have you ever seen the movie, 

The Greatest Showman? It was a cultural phenomenon a couple of years ago and still 

remains a favorite of many. For those of you who are unaware, it’s a story based on 

P. T. Barnum and the first circus back in the mid-19th century. As he is getting things 

started, auditions are held for many different acts in the show - the more outlandish 

the better! One that ends up being a part of the show is a trapeze act with a brother 

and sister duo. As I’ve thought about that act, I am amazed by the way trapeze 

artists fly through the air. This reality came to my mind: when swinging around high above the ground, one 

should not let go, unless someone is there to catch them or unless there is something better to grab on too. 

Right? Do you see where I’m going with this? 

God has made us to go through this life together with others. It’s for our good. How can one grieve without 

the support and encouragement of others? How can we work through transitions if we have to go through life 

alone? Amidst all that God does through His Spirit, other people help us walk through hard times especially. 

They help us sift through the lies of the enemy as he attacks us within. As he tries to tear us apart and isolate 

us, the presence of others helps to strengthen us. Jesus never meant for us to go through this stuff alone; in 

fact, the Body of Christ is designed in such a way so that we don’t have to! 

In some ways, our culture we live in encourages against being with others during hard times. It tells us to put 

on a mask because we don’t want to bother people with our “stuff.” On the opposite end, Galatians 6:2 tells us 

to “bear one another’s burdens.” Its like trying to carry a boulder by yourself; you get crushed. That’s why God 

calls us to help carry each other through those times. I know that my first reaction is usually to hide and want 

to be alone. In turn, that just brings more feelings of loneliness. While that might be helpful at times, 

sometimes that desire for isolation is just the enemy trying to tear us down. It’s hard to let people in to our 

hurt, to see our wounds and our grieving. While we were made for it, just like everything else with our upside- 

down Teacher, it’s a choice we have to make - both as the one going through a hard time and as the ones who 

should be there for those who are.  

What if I were to tell you that serving each other by walking together in the hurt and pain - even by being 

“trapeze partners” with others - is an act of worship! As we’ve talked about before, worship is more than just 

our song, but it’s the life that we live (remember Romans 12:1). As you go about life, I encourage you to take 

the extremely hard step to invite people into your hurt; and I challenge us all to be those who step into the 

lives of others and walk with them in their struggle. It’s part of the life of worship we’ve been called to by God. 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

For our Summer 2019 sermon series, we are retuning to a grid we call “Close 
Encounters of the DIVINE Kind.” It’s a good way for us to focus on stories 
throughout the Gospels; in this case, we’re looking at Matthew. In this series, 
we are taking a look at various “encounter” scenes - those times when Jesus 
had some sort of interaction with another. The sci-fi movie from years ago by a 
similar title told a story about a “close encounter” with an alien life form. This 
series looks at real-life interactions between people in the 1st century who came 

face-to-face with the One who truly came from beyond: Jesus of Nazareth, Immanuel - “God with us” (see Matthew 
1:23). Sometimes, we are simply going to observe the encounter trying to discover the message for us; other times, we 
are going to put ourselves “in the sandals” of those Jesus met. Either way, our goal is to allow God’s Word to speak 
into our lives about Jesus and about a life of faith in Him. 

Upcoming SERMONS in this series: 

June 30 Matthew 15:1-20 … When Jesus Met Those Who Portrayed External Piety 
July 7  Matthew 16:13-28 … When Jesus Met Those Who Misunderstood His Mission 
July 14  Specific text/theme still to be determined 
July 21  Matthew 14:22-36 … When Jesus Met Those Needing to Take a Step of Faith 
July 28  Matthew 20:20-28 … When Jesus Met Those Longing for Greatness 

 

In the midst of the awesomeness, a touch comes, and you know it is the right hand of Jesus Christ. 

You know it is not the hand of restraint, correction nor chastisement, but the right hand of the 

Everlasting Father. Whenever His hand is laid upon you, it gives inexpressible peace and comfort, and 

the sense that ‘underneath are the everlasting arms’ (Deuteronomy 33:27), full of support, provision, 

comfort and strength."  - Oswald Chambers 

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

 Adam Faulkner 

REMINDER:  If you want to listen to sermons you might have missed, you 
can do so through the website. Go to the “Online Sermons” tab at our 
website (www.gosouthland.org). From there, you can find the date of the 
sermon you are looking for. Assuming everything goes properly, we try to 
get sermons posted by Tuesday. It’s never the same as being with the 
church family, but it is a way to stay connected. You can also navigate to 
find past sermon series as we have many years’ worth of sermons archived.  
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At Southland, part of our task is to help people GROW DEEP. Since Fall 2015, to help us accomplish this priority, we have utilized 

our Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. At times, we have done classes; most 

recently, we have incorporated the Deeper Life Group format (“D-Groups”) into this. Though specific formats may change, the 

same basic purpose remains: to help us all plant deep faith roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

For this Summer, we are back to “normal” Connect Groups. Here is a list of our groups, along with their 

PRIMARY demographic feature (just offered as a suggestion for where you might fit best, not  as a rule) 

and where they meet: 

LAUNCH - for college-age and young adults. This group meets in Room #5. 

The BRANCH - for parents with younger children (grade school and below). This group meets in the 

southeast corner of the auditorium. 

The REFUGE - for parents of those who are middle school and high school students. This group 

meets in the Great Room. 

FREE at LAST - for those who are still mainly in a career, but no longer at the child-raising stage. 

This group meets in the Gathering Room (the room off to the side of the great Room). 

EMPTY NESTERS - for those who are mainly in the retirement stage of life. This group meets in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about these groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available with  

information about the CONNECT Group concept more broadly and specifics about each of our groups. 

There will likely be a Sunday in late July or early August when our team who went to Guatemala will be sharing 

about their trip during the 9am time slot. Other than that, groups should be meeting as normal throughout 

the Summer. We will again have a church FAMILY breakfast on Labor Day weekend. 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards 

available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 

One specific way we need people to serve: we’re preparing for our 2019 

VBS: “The Incredible Race” (Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 

… 6-8:30pm each evening). If you are interested in serving, please let us 

know. We are still specifically in need of crew leaders; let the office know if 

you are willing to serve in this way or any other during the week. 

In case you missed it earlier, we do want to send out a special 

“THANK YOU” to all of those volunteers who accompanied 

our young people to camp for this 2019 season at Maranatha: 

 Andrea Conboy Jane Cosgrove Adam Faulkner  

 A.J. Gegg Becky Goeringer Liz Kilgo  

 Donna Lillard Kristie Martin Kendall Wooldridge  

We will highlight the broader mowing team later in the year, but a big “THANK YOU!” to all 

who have served in this way. We want to thank the following people specifically for their 

extra-level of service in this way: 

 Mark Miller who has helped lead the team and taken extra turns himself in the south 

 field - an area that can require extra attention around the detention area especially. 

 Bob & Liz Wood who, in addition to helping with the mowing, have done extra work on 

 trimming bushes, etc. to help improve the look of the property. 

 Wilber Kaylor who recently helped with taking care of the taller areas of grass in the 

 south field and the detention area. 

Many people served to help with our church FAMILY picnic: “THANK YOU” to those who 

helped set-up tables and chairs, to our grill-masters for the evening and to those who 

worked to get the food and drinks ready in the kitchen/Fellowship Hall. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 

own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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Serving Schedule – JULY 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

7/7 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—–—— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ——–—| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

7/14 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

7/21 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

7/28 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

7/7 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Warren & Carolyn Burros 
7/14 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

7/21 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

7/28 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

7/7 - 8:50-10:00am 
7/7 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Abbi Miller 

Amanda Miller 
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller 

7/14 - 8:50-10:20am 
7/14 - 10:20-dismissal 

Abbi Miller 
Debbie Gray 

Abbi Miller 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

7/21 - 8:50-10:20am 
7/21 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Amanda Butler 

Stacy Gambill 
Jay & Amanda Butler 

7/28 - 8:50-10:00am 
7/28 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Julie Brothers 

Cheryl McAnally 
Julie/Madison Brothers + Ezri Smith 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

7/7 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Matt & Amber Neil 

7/14 Kristin L. - Macy S. Les Londeen 

7/21 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

7/28 Brad & Marsha F. Stefani Hall & helper 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. We want to provide you with some specific ways you 

can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

This year, we again participated in the annual “Baby Bottle Boomerang” fundraiser (it 

ran from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day). It's another way for us to be involved in 

living out God's values and priorities when it comes to the sanctity of human life. Of 

course, the work of the PCC goes far beyond just helping people choose life. These funds 

go to support the broad range of the PCC’s work in Springfield and beyond. We are 

grateful for our partnership with the PCC in service to Christ in our community. 

As of June 21, the total collected through the 2019 “Baby Bottle Boomerang” was $753  
71. Great job Southland 

family; thanks for your generosity in supporting the PCC in this way! 

Other “LIVE OUT” opportunities upcoming - ways we can be “doing good” (be watching for more details): 

 Some sort of effort in August to be a blessing to CCH as their ministry efforts begin with a new school. 

 Collection of household supplies to support Show-Me Christian Youth Home in late August/early September. 

 Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament on Saturday, September 21 - this is to raise funds for their 

mission trips. 

 The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” on Saturday, September 28. 
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We do want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you. It is a 

commitment that many in the SCC family have made to say they would join others in being ONE 

who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of Christ or disconnected from Him. God invites and 

even calls us to participate in His mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus with others. Indeed, 

each one of us is perfectly positioned in the life of someone else for just such a purpose!   

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE” 

It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering 

ourselves to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

Some specifics of what that means: 

It means being ONE who prays regularly and persistently for that ONE. 

It means being ONE who strives for the good of that ONE – to help see God’s blessings become an 

obvious reality in their lives. 

It means being ONE who looks for opportunities to have faith conversations with that ONE. 

It means being ONE who shares with that ONE the story of Jesus and what He has done (being His 

“witness”). 

It means being ONE whose goal is to help lead that ONE to faith in Christ, even baptizing that ONE into 

Him and helping that ONE grow in Him. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us, the supplies (with instructions) are still at 

the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready. May it help us all STRIVE to 

make living out this calling more of a priority! 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really the 

only way one of our partners can communicate with us. 

Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at 

www.lifeofhope.org. Through our connection to Life of Hope, we are 

partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s another way we 

can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

One of the ongoing ways you can LIVE OUT faith is by joining Life of 

Hope’s child sponsorship plan. Please contact the office (or see their 

website) for more information about this. 

We are excited that Life of Hope is again going to serve as our mission for VBS. Throughout 
the week, kids will be raising money to help support their feeding programs as part of their 

ministry efforts in Guatemala City. 

From June 22-29, we had a team in Guatemala with Life of Hope. This group consisted of Sean Falconer, 

Doug & Susan Graves, Rachel Graves, Matthew Graves, Ben Jennings and Terry Ochs. We are grateful for the 

ways they were able to serve and be a blessing to Life of Hope and, more importantly, the people of 

Guatemala. Some Sunday this Summer, we intend to have the group share during the 9am time slot (a 

combined time); we will communicate the specific date once we have determined when it will happen. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

