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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.

2 Important Summer Events:
Make sure you have the following 2 upcoming events on your
calendar and join us for both!
Our 2017 VBS will be Monday,
July 24 through Thursday, July
27 (6-8pm each evening).

Families, check out page 7 for
important VBS-related details.
For all, check out pages 4 and 15
for more information about ways
you can be involved.
FLOURISH 2017 - 8/27
We share a delicious
meal, enjoy some time
together and reflect on
His purpose for us as a
church.
“Save the date” and
make sure you plan on
joining us for FLOURISH.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on July 26, 2017
(during VBS week so likely condensed).

Upcoming Leadership Meetings
Sunday, July 9 (after ENCOUNTER) … a lunch
meeting for all elders, staff and ministry
leaders - spouses/families are invited as well.
Next elders’ meeting … T.B.A.

See page 2 for all the details!

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017).

A STAFF-RELATED Note:
As we have been emphasizing during the month of June, we are celebrating Les Londeen’s
25 years of ministry service here at Southland. Yes, that means he started in early June
1992. This is certainly an important milestone and we want to give it the attention it
deserves. At the “Southland FAMILY Picnic” (see details below), we will be presenting him
with the finished gift as well as taking some time for Les to share about his time here.

Specific upcoming opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC:
We will gather at “Living Memorial Park” (over
by the Nature Center in SE Springfield) on
Sunday, June 25 at 5pm for a “Southland
FAMILY Picnic.” It will be a great time of
fellowship together.
NOTE:

If it rains, the plan will be to move
the gathering to SCC. We will
communicate such an adjustment if/
as it’s necessary.

The church will provide water bottles, paper products, utensils, etc. for the evening.
A reminder of what we need you to bring:
Your own main course (e.g. sandwiches) - whatever you want for yourself/your own family.
Something else to be shared. We have broken down the list of what to bring accordingly:
Last name of A-G
Bags of chips to share
Last name of H-N
Desserts to share
Last name of O-Z
Either some veggies or fruit to share

The park does already have some activities (including play equipment for kids), but it would be
great if people would bring some outdoor games (e.g. washers or bags/“Cornhole”) that would be
easy to transport and set-up.
One last thing: while there are some picnic tables, we do also encourage you to bring lawn chairs.

Sunday, August 27 …

this is the evening of our annual FLOURISH
gathering. Each and every year, it’s an important evening in the life of our
church FAMILY (since 2012). As is customary, it will include dinner and a time
of reflecting on both the past year and what’s ahead. Make sure you save the
date and be looking for more information.
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More opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC:
Sunday, September 3 at 9:30am (please note the start time!) …

as we did on Memorial
Day weekend, we will have a church FAMILY “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast on Labor Day weekend. It’s
an opportunity to come connect with others in the SCC family.

Also, the Empty Nesters are inviting the entire SCC family (whoever wants to come) to join them at
6:30pm on Friday, July 7 for an “Ice Cream Social and Bingo” at church. Wear red, white and blue.

PROPERTY Update:
As we have been communicating, we are looking to potentially sell
off some of our property in order to help address our mortgage
debt. (If you are viewing this electronically, you can also access a PDF
of a letter with more details about this process here: LETTER - we can
get you a paper copy as well if you need one.) The picture at left
roughly shows the pieces being considered. How much of all this that
we actually sell will depend on the scope of any offers that come. In
the end, by selling some of this land and then paying-off a good
portion of our current mortgage ($1.03 million - paying $7,500/
month which is 20% of our annual tithe), we hope to gain greater
flexibility now as well as be in a better spot for the future. The
property is currently in the midst of the re-zoning process, a necessary step for selling any of the land. It
is going well so far, and the hope is that it will all be completed sometime in July. Assuming that goes
through, we will then be in a position to officially get the property listed and move forward from there.

Other FAMILY-Related News:
Congratulations to the following two young people who were
immersed into Christ during our ENCOUNTER time on June 18:

Callie Kilgo (daughter of Kale and Katie Kilgo)
Anthony Yannessa (grandson of Kristi Cribbs)
We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest
Southland members:

Chris & Mary Cockrill (joined on June 18)
Please UPDATE the following information in your copy of the directory ...
New address for Kristi Cribbs and her grandson Anthony Yannessa:
4551 W. Third St., #A1

Battlefield, MO 65619

We are still going to publish a new “SCC Family Directory” sometime this summer; it is just taking us a bit
longer to get that rolling than previously thought. When we do get it started, the process will happen in
two basic stages. First, we will make available a preliminary edition so you can verify the contact info we
have on file. After that step, we will make any necessary changes and publish the new edition.
3

GENERAL Reminders & Information ...
An Update Regarding Southland Leadership
As we shared in the last edition of the Vine, each summer we go through a process designed to help us identify
potential new elders for our church family. We are using this space to keep you up-to-date along the way. (You can
check out the May edition of “The Vine” for more details.)
After names are recommended, we have a preliminary conversation with these individuals about potentially serving
in this role. That begins with inviting them to prayerfully consider whether or not to pursue the opportunity. For
any who do, the rest of the process is initiated as we continue with a similar “interview” process as we would for a
staff member. This is appropriate given the importance of the elder-role in a local church family. This specific stage
represents our attempt to both (a) communicate the expectations that go with serving as an elder and (b) help
individuals clarify whether or not this is God’s calling for their lives at this point (both from the perspective of the
potential elder and of the existing elders as leaders of the church family). Throughout this entire process, we are
trying to align ourselves with the Holy Spirit’s leading as we strive to recognize those men that HE is calling to serve
in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28). We had 2 names submitted during this year’s
recommendation phase. Both have already declined the opportunity for this year.
Current Elders:

Warren Burros, Darrell Deckard, Pat Little, Terry Ochs, Jay Tyler & Bob Wood. As
Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team. For Warren, this is the end
of a 6-year service term so he will be taking a required year off starting in September. At
the same time, there is a possibility of an elder returning from sabbatical then as well.

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we have
highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 6).

2 BIG events for youth/children in July:
The 2017 MOVE Conference in Warrensburg, MO (for high school youth) will be
Monday, July 17 through Saturday, July 22. See page 10.
Our 2017 VBS is Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27 (from 6-8pm each evening):
See p. 15 for specific ways you can help.
Please remember: there is a display in the foyer with information about
items we need donated for VBS. Stop by and see how you can help out.

We would like these donations returned by Sunday, July 9.
Families, don’t forget to check out the kids’ page (p. 7) for important VBS
reminders, including details about a “Family Design Challenge”.

Please join us in prayer for the impact these events can have in the lives of young people!
See pages 7-10 for details about more events for our young people at Southland.
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Sunday Mornings at 9am - What’s Happening ...
For the month of July - originally, we had designed this to be a “GROW DEEP” session where we
offered 3-4 electives. We have decided instead to go ahead and leave this as a “normal” CONNECT
Group session. Each group will be on its own in July, either extending its June content or using new
curriculum for the month.

For the month of August - “normal” CONNECT Groups with church-wide content.

We are also planning another round of “Cross CONNECT” for the month of November.

Make sure you check out the LIVE OUT section on pages 17-18 for details about some upcoming
opportunities (some fun, others more service-oriented) to support the work of our local ministry
partners in the weeks and months ahead. These are sponsored by Southland’s G6:10 Ministry.
Please join us in LIVING OUT our faith in these ways.
An Update on BACKGROUND CHECKS. We recently sat down with our insurance agent for a regular
“review” process. One of the adjustments we are making to keep us where we need to be is updating
our background checks. At some point in the near future, we will be asking any adult who works with
our youth and/or children to fill-out a form so we can do such a basic check. While the system we’ve
had in place has been effective, it’s a good time to “start fresh” with that process. The easiest way to
do that is to do a check on everyone to make sure we’re up-to-date.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … May 2017
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for May = $28,320 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $7,080 60

The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $328,451 00 ... an average of $8,421 82 weekly.
Projecting that average over 12 months, the estimated total for this ministry year is
approximately $437,930. Our budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (requires an
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are not projected to hit our target as of now. Leadership
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way.
Love Offerings for May = $709 00

PRAYER

To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can send an
e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact the office.

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a podcast for listening to content from sermons, etc. Also,
don't forget that you can also get updates and information by joining our Facebook
group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to make this happen).
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.”
It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have
made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching
of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?

Because we are in our annual process where we consider adding new elders, it seems appropriate in this

“WE DO!” section to highlight the commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland

members embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also
embrace a higher level of responsibility. In the May Vine, we shared the commitments specific to the role
of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we will share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff. What
follows are the specific commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to
make based on what Scripture teaches.

General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members:


We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue
to become more and more like Him.



We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed.



We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves
in those we lead.



We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda.



We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant].



We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry.



We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves
available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility).



We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the
work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability.



We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides.



We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland.



We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this
covenant.
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Current Series (now through August 6)
Kids are always dreaming about what they want to be when
they grow up. Whether it’s a fireman, a pro-athlete, a
zookeeper or even a ninja turtle, they all have ambitions to do
something that has purpose and is in some way heroic and
rewarding. This series called “When I Grow Up” explores
several different dream jobs of kids and reflects on how
being a follower of Jesus has its own purposeful, heroic and
even more rewarding qualities!

Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27
(6-8pm each evening)
Our VBS is for all children ages 4 through those
entering the 5th grade (we do also open it up for 3
year-olds from Southland families).

Online registration is now open at
gosouthland.org/vbs.
A VBS “PREVIEW SUNDAY” - June 25 … During our “Kid ENCOUNTER” time on this Sunday,
there will be a VBS preview in the Great Room. We will teach the kids new songs, introduce them
to the “Buddies,” play games, discuss themes for each night and share important details and
promo packs they’ll bring home for parents and friends. So our younger kids will not miss out,
we’ll also be including “Lil’ Kid ENCOUNTER” during this preview!
If you can, please help us out with DONATIONS (see the display in the foyer for info).

2017 vbs Family Design Challenge
This year, we are inviting families to make a rocket or a robot for
VBS (it certainly fits with the theme!). These finished products
will be displayed around the church before/during VBS to help
with decorations. It will also be just a fun way to build
excitement and anticipation for the week. See the display in the
foyer for information about these creations.
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CAMPING WITH THE KING … and Some Kids (by Jon)
The 2017 camp season is officially in the books and it was an amazing journey to say the least! All together, we had
34 kids (not including middle schoolers) attend camp this summer, some for the very first time. There were so many
fun and amazing games and activities, the food was great and more importantly, the teaching was outstanding!
The camp theme for every session this year is “The King,” following the life of King David
as recorded in 1st and 2nd Samuel. Although the stories were centered on David’s life, the
real emphasis was on how his heart was a small glimpse of what God’s heart looks like
and what God desires our hearts to look like as well. Of course, no series on David could
be taught without mentioning his famous battle with the giant Philistine named Goliath in 1
Samuel 17. They emphasized verse 45 where David says to Goliath, “You come against
me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the Name of
the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” The kids were so pumped to know that we
serve the SAME God as David and that we can trust that He is with us always! They were so into the message that
afternoon.
However, it wasn’t the theme or the great teaching that taught me the most at camp …
it was the kids. Yes, I know it sounds cliché, but in my own experience, the kids are truly
the ones who did most the teaching. Their desire to learn, their simple outlook on faith
and life, their loyalty to one another, their readiness to forgive, their caring, servant
hearts and gentle spirits were a true blessing to behold! Jesus surely had these things in
mind when He said in Matthew 18:3, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
a child, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” It makes me think: if God desires
for our hearts to become like those of children, yet he also wants us to adopt a heart like
His, then maybe it’s safe to assume that we can get a little glimpse of God’s heart by
watching and observing these little children. Maybe.
I know it’s far from a perfect picture, but they’re surely a much better picture of
God’s heart than we are at times. Self-ambition, pride, distrust and the love of
the world create of shroud of darkness around us as we age, but so often the
purest heart of a child is innocent, humble, trusting and full of joy!
The heart of the King was exemplified by the hearts of these kiddos. It really
struck me: I wasn’t just camping with kids this summer, I camped with the KING!

NOTE:

On the BUILD UP page (p. 15), we have provided a “THANK YOU” to the many different parents and
sponsors who accompanied our kids to the various camp sessions this year. One of the biggest reasons that
camp is such an AMAZING success each year is because of these volunteers who give of their time to love
on our kids and help them have the best experience at Maranatha!

Due to various factors, we will again NOT be having our monthly
service at “The Neighborhoods at Quail Creek”
during the month of July (as with May and June).
Be watching this section of “The Vine” for information about
the months ahead.
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Les’ latest
Twenty five years. Whew! Where did the time go? Honestly, it doesn’t seem like I’ve been here that long, that
is, until I look in the mirror and notice the strands of gray hair. I’ve had some time to reflect on some
humorous things that I’ve observed ministering to students over the years, I hope they put a smile on your
face. Next month I plan to share about the blessings I’ve received from being part of the Southland family.
Here they are - some of my “Discoveries in Youth Ministry” based on 25 years:


This winter, meteorologists were all predicting a massive winter storm the weekend of our lock-in. To
be on the safe side, it seemed like every school within a seventy five mile radius cancelled classes. And
yet, it turned out to be perfect weather for a lock-in. Only in youth ministry!



In my opinion, the worst item anyone can purchase from a convenience store would be CORN NUTS.
They smell awful, and the pungent odor only intensifies when a bag is opened in a church van. Even
more, do you know what’s worse than the smell of CORN NUTS? That’s right, CORN NUT vomit!



Parents that encourage dating in the youth group should be required to volunteer in the youth ministry
following the break-up. Can I get an “Amen?”



I remember a reluctant visitor coming to youth group. She was very apprehensive about playing a
popular scramble game known as “Upset the Fruit Basket.” In the game each student is labeled with a
particular name of a fruit, then when the name of their fruit is announced, participants simply leave
their seat and find another chair in the room. The visiting young lady was watching the chaos unfold,
and I leaned over to her saying, “No one has ever been hurt playing this game, jump in there - you’ll be
fine.” Of course, later that night, she was taken to Urgent Care for a broken arm. Needless to say, she
hasn’t been back.



If Terry Ochs is the driver of your van, DON’T TALK TO HIM. When he turns his head, he changes lanes.



Parents listen to me, when your child returns from camp, they will be exhausted and possibly sleepdeprived. They have encountered a great week of worship and inspiring speakers. They’ve witnessed
baptisms in the pool and enjoyed the camp fires. You’re children have been swimming, playing games
and riding the zip-line. You on the other hand have been missing them for days, and so, you show up at
the church 30 minutes before we arrive to the church parking lot. As they gather their belongings, you
may ask them, “What did you do at camp?” For some reason, the fuzziness of everything they’ve
encountered gets summed up in one statement, “Les ran over a squirrel.”



Speaking of camp, there is a reason your child’s suitcase feels lighter when we return from there.
That’s because no one (and I mean no one!) EVER claims a pair of dirty socks or underwear. That funky
apparel is simply donated to the camp.



Junior high boys do not take showers at camp. Nope, they believe the chlorine in the pool is sufficient.
When they feel like freshening up, they simply use half a can of body spray or insect repellent,
whichever they find first.



If you’ve ever hung out with the EMPTY NESTERS, it’s like being with the youth group. The only
difference is, sometimes when they laugh, their teeth fall out.



We cured the problem with picky eaters in the youth group, by simply wrapping everything in bacon.



Do not EVER tell the college-age connect group when you’re going out of town. Your yard will become
an absolute playground.



When traveling on a road trip with four passenger vans, it’s smart to bring along extra keys. However, it
makes it really embarrassing when you still find a way to lock all of the extra said keys in one of those
said vans. No one will ever let you forget that mistake … ever!
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Middle School “SUMMER Meltdown”
Throughout Summer 2017, we have scheduled some periodic activities specifically for middle
school students (incoming 6th - 8th grade students).
Wednesday, June 28 - Mini-golf at Fun Acres and then Andy’s Custard …
meet at SCC at 6pm, done at 9pm. The price for the mini-golf is covered,
but you will need money for Andy’s. Sign-up in the south foyer.
Sunday, July 9 - Movie night: Despicable Me 3 … meet at SCC at 5pm and
head to the theater, return at 9pm. Bring $5 for the movie (extra money
for snacks).
Sunday, August 6 - Marathon Game Night … more details to follow.

Senior High “SUMMER Sizzle”
Over the summer, we want to give you an opportunity to connect with others in the youth
group and have some fun. Join us this summer for “Senior High Sizzle.”
Friday, July 7 - “Take Me Out to the Ballgame!” A baseball game
and fireworks at the Springfield Cardinals vs. the Midland Rock
Hounds … we will meet at Southland at 6pm, the specific return
time will be communicated (we will be staying for the post-game
fireworks). Bring some money for dinner in the park. Sign-up for
this evening in the south foyer.
Sunday, July 16 from 6-8pm (the night before the MOVE Conference in lieu of the night
typically spent on the road) - Volleyball & Pizza at the Ritz’s house. Take some time out
of your packing for MOVE to enjoy some activity and fellowship together. We will wrapup the evening by sharing some last-minute details and praying for the week.
Remember to check out the MOVE-related information below.
Sunday, July 30 … Game Night at the Londeen’s house - a time of fun and fellowship.
More details to follow.

Senior High MOVE Conference
We are looking forward to our annual trip to the MOVE
Conference! Things have changed somewhat this year with a
different location which also means a different departure schedule
(Monday instead of Sunday). It’s still going to be the same great
experience! Here is your MOVE Conference checklist:
MOVE Conference checklist:
1.

Parents, make sure you complete the MOVE conference release form (e-mailed) and
the Southland release/consent form (paper form sent through the mail).

2.

All balances/release forms are due Sunday, June 25.

3.

Students, be looking for a list of suggested things to bring for the week.

4.

We will leave from SCC at 9am on Monday, July 17 for the University of Central
Missouri in Warrensburg, MO and return late morning on Saturday, July 22.
10

southlandwomen
One of the things that never ceases to fill me with awe is how God is constantly at work revealing Himself in
the details of our lives. For sure, there are those “AHA!” moments when you “know that you know” that a
situation was a “God-thing” such as when you have searched the house several times top to bottom for your
keys, stopped and prayed, and then found them. Those times are certainly opportunities to be thankful, but
the way that God works in our lives in advance of our need is what most often truly amazes me. It is something
we recognize in the familiar and favorite stories in Scripture.


God worked in advance of Jacob’s family being forced to seek food from Egypt by placing Joseph,
the son he thought was dead, in leadership there.



God worked in advance of Nehemiah returning to Jerusalem by placing him in a position of favor
with the king of Babylon so that when the time was right, Nehemiah could return to Israel to
rebuild the city and re-establish the land as a place for God’s people.



Most significantly we see how God worked in advance of our need by sending a Savior long before
we ever knew that we needed one. The New Testament teaches that, in some ways, it even
happened “before the creation of the world” (Ephesians 1:3; see also 1 Peter 1:20).

It is almost incomprehensible to grasp that God is at work in very intimate ways in our lives. That is even more
true because His plan is rarely very clear to us in the short-term. Often, how He has woven together all the
pieces to supply a need at a given time only becomes clear over a span of years. Furthermore, what is needed
may frequently only involve us in an indirect way: often it is a need for His Church or His glory, and we are
simply the ordained conduit through which this need is met.
I have reflected on this often over the past months as I prepared to transition to part-time ministry. To be sure,
you do not just shut off the calling God has placed on your heart and tell yourself, “I am only thinking about
ministry these certain days each week.” But as I wrote several months ago, there are God-ordained seasons in
our life. Acknowledging this fact, while certainly not easy, has given me an opportunity to be awed by how He
has worked in advance to supply a need years before it was known. In 2010, when the Martins came, neither
Kristie nor I had any inkling that 7 years down the road we would officially work side-by-side in the way that we
are able to now.


Now as I look back over those 7 years, I can see how God worked in advance to provide
opportunities for us to build not only a friendship, but also a united ministry vision and heart.



Now as I look back over those 7 years, I can see how God worked out in advance the timing of the
seasons of our lives to coincide so that ministry and service could continue unbroken – as one
steps back and one moves forward.



Now as I look back over those 7 years, I can see how God worked in advance to supply a need for
Southland before we ever knew there would be a need.

I am excited to see how God continues to work out His plan through Kristie, not only for the women of
Southland, but also for our church as a whole. It is a wonderful blessing to know that He firmly and decisively
works out all these details in advance so that we can move forward in confidence, trusting that He has “got
this.” Even now, even long before we even know they are there, He is working to supply for the needs of His
people for His glory.
NOTE: See the next page for some thoughts from Kristie on this transition.
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For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven.
A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to harvest.
3
A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time to build up.
4
A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance.
5
A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn away.
6
A time to search and a time to quit searching. A time to keep and a time to throw away.
7
A time to tear and a time to mend. A time to be quiet and a time to speak.
8
A time to love and a time to hate. A time for war and a time for peace.
2

- Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (NLT)

I have heard this passage of Scripture all my life. You probably have too. I have had artwork displaying a portion of
it hanging somewhere in our house ever since we decorated our first home. I have especially thought about this
passage in hard times, because it has reminded me that when a certain “season” was difficult, another would
eventually begin, and things would get better. But what does it mean when you have been in a good season, one that
has been comfortable and familiar, and it feels daunting to see the season around you changing?
This passage has taken on new meaning for me in the last few months. At first the words did not feel comforting,
but challenging! Around the time of my birthday last fall, I felt that the seasons in my life were going to change.
This time, I didn’t see the change as a hard season ending, but rather a familiar and long-lasting season fading away.
You see, all my life I have loved babies and eagerly anticipated the day I would have my own. I felt my highest
calling was to be a full-time mom and nurture my babies. God granted that desire 16½ years ago, and I felt my
heart revel in that new season. I felt I was doing what I was made to do. To that child we gradually added four more,
and while I often felt “in over my head,” my heart felt at peace that I was useful and was using the skills God had
given me. There were challenging days, of course, and I made many mistakes, but it was a season I loved. Sadly
though, as much as I loved having babies, I couldn’t make them stay babies! Growing into being a mom of a teen felt
new and uncomfortable, but I still had a baby! I perhaps treasured my last baby in a special way as I saw just how
fast the years were flying. But the last baby milestones began to pass, and then pre-school ones, and I was
beginning to see the whole season was going to be changing. We decided last fall that our last baby would join her
siblings in school in the fall of 2017, and that signified the coming end of an era. That also meant I needed to see
what door God would open for me to help fulfil this financial commitment. I heard the clock ticking down on my days
as a full-time mom, and I wasn’t sure I was going to like the coming season very much.
I am thankful to tell you, God opened a door – and began a new season – that I am very excited about! I am privileged
to spend time working alongside the amazing Southland staff and striving to bless the congregation I dearly love. I
feel honored to have been chosen for this work. I feel God has been showing me that, while my children don’t need
me in the same way they once did, I am still useful and He has new skills to teach me. I trust that this new season
will bring joy and blessing, just as ones in the past have done.
Maybe you are in a new season as well. Or maybe you feel so ready for this season to be over and for God to bring
a new one. I think God’s call is the same in any season: to seek Him, to love others and to embrace new challenges
with a faith that recognizes that He is in control. May He provide the strength and wisdom we need in every season,
and may we trust that His goodness will carry us through them all!

Moms Set Apart, motherhood.inspired and BTG will all resume in September.
The same goes for Ladies’ Bible Study after the last summer session on 6/27.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.
For this edition of “The Vine” Jon wrote about his recent Maranatha experience (see p. 9).

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
On Sunday, June 25, we launch into our Summer 2017 sermon series we’re calling
“You’ve Got Questions.” Typically, we preach in a series that revolves around a certain
portion of Scripture or a specific theme. In this series, what will unite the various sermons
together is this common feature: we’re looking at answers from God’s Word to YOUR
specific questions. Summer is a good time to do such a series as each week becomes pretty
“stand alone.”
Since the beginning of June, we’ve been asking you to submit questions for consideration in this series. While we have
received several, there is still time to turn-in a question. As a reminder, the best questions for this series will go something
like this: How would God’s Word instruct us to respond to ________ (a specific life circumstance)?” or “What does
God’s Word say about _______?” or even “Why does God’s Word teach that ________?” Here are some of the
themes/topics we’ve received so far:
What is the connection between our faith and God’s activity/intervention, as in miracles (focus on 6/25)?
Baptism-related questions about its role in our spiritual lives, “Holy Spirit baptism,” etc.
What does the Bible say about what happens after we die, especially to our bodies? What will they be like postresurrection? What does that mean for cremation?
A question about God’s sovereignty, “election,” our days being pre-ordained, etc. - especially in the context of
what Scripture also teaches about personal responsibility for our own decisions.
What does the Bible say about ambition with work and still maintaining our identity in Christ?
Where do we draw the line when it comes to the type of life needed in order to get into heaven? Some places put
all the emphasis on Jesus’ death for our sins while still others emphasize the importance of “good deeds.”
Why does God let some bad things happen?
Please note: this list does not necessarily represent what we’ll actually end up addressing during this series, but it’s
certainly a good starting point.

How to listen to content you may have missed ...
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added.
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen.
Just a note:

ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the
“Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for).
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in CONNECT Groups …
As we mentioned earlier in “The Vine” (see p. 5), instead of a GROW DEEP session of electives as we
previously advertised, we will continue on in July with our “normal” CONNECT Groups. The curriculum might
be a carry-over from June or something new for these 5 weeks. For more information about these groups,
see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available with information about the CONNECT Group
concept more broadly and specifics about each of our groups. They all meet at 9am.
At this point, the plan for the 4 weeks in August will be to do a church-wide curriculum still within our
“normal” groups. We will communicate the specific focus of this session sometime in July.
We are planning another session of “Cross CONNECT” for
November (as we did in March). These are inter-generational
groups that gather for faith-related conversations. While it’s
great to be with our “normal” groups where many life situations are
similar, it’s also good to have this kind of experience as well.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

We had been advertising that the 9am Sunday morning time slot in July would be more “elective”
classes designed to help us GROW DEEP (similar to what might be done in a Wednesday evening
CULTIVATE session). For various reasons, we have decided instead to continue with our “normal”
CONNECT Groups for those 5 weeks.
“DEEPER LIFE GROUPS” … if you are wanting to be a part of a group designed for close community
and study of God’s Word, let us know and we’ll help find one of these groups for you.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY
It’s almost here, our 2017 VBS: “Maker Fun Factory - Created by God,
Built for a Purpose.” It’s the evenings of July 24-27. If you aren’t
already on board, talk to Jon to find a place where you can serve at VBS!
There are also some key ways you can help even outside of the actual
week itself: (1) by DONATING supplies or money to help purchase
them - see the display in the foyer for more details, (2) by HELPING with
DECORATING (likely the Sunday before, after service - we will communicate the specific
timing) and (3) by PRAYING for the week and what will happen in the hearts and minds of our
young people during it.
We are again in need of volunteers to serve at the Welcome Center - this involves 25 minutes
once a month (either from 8:45-9:10 or from 10:15-10:40). It’s part of how we can create a
“welcoming” environment for the SCC family and especially our guests.
At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can
serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing
areas of service where the SCC family needs help.
We want to make sure we send out a special “THANK YOU” to
all of those volunteers who accompanied our young people to
camp for this 2017 season at Maranatha:
Jon and Katy Carmichael
Kale Kilgo
Kristie Martin
Emily Weber

Andrea Conboy
Andy Lillard
Mike Seal
April Whittaker
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Debbie Jennings
Les Londeen
Jill Sims
Brad and Ashley Worthy

SERVING SCHEDULE – July 2017
Greeters
7/2/17
7/9/17
7/16/17
7/23/17
7/30/17

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

|————— Jay & Kim T. —————|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

Steve & LeeAnn M.

|—–———— Debbie N. ———–——|

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Foyer Hosts

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

|—-—— Ernie & Charlotte E. —-——|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.
Terry & Brenda O.

|——— Warren & Carolyn B. ———|
Jerry & Brenda D. (10:15-10:40)

|—–——— Jay and Kim T. ——–——|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

A. J. & Terra G.

Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Ben and Debbie J.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

7/2/17

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

7/9/17

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

7/23/17

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

7/30/17

Les Londeen (and youth)

Alexis Simpson

Communion Preparation

7/16/17

Warren & Carolyn Burros

7/2/17 - 8:50-10:20am
7/2/17 - 10:20-dismissal
7/9/17 - 8:50-10:20am
7/9/17 - 10:20-dismissal
7/16/17 - 8:50-10:20am
7/16/17 - 10:20-dismissal
7/23/17 - 8:50-10:20am
7/23/17 - 10:20-dismissal
7/30/17 - 8:50-10:20am
7/30/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Amanda Miller
Susan Graves
Carissa Virtue
Jenelle Smith
Stacy Gambill
Amanda Butler
Cheryl McAnally
Debbie Gray
Debbie Nelson
Amanda Miller

Amanda/Abbi/Megan Miller
The Graves family
Carissa Virtue and a teen helper
Jenelle/Ezri Smith + still needing a volunteer
Stacy Gambill and a teen helper
Amanda Butler + still needing a volunteer
Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally
The Cobb Family
Debbie Nelson and Pam Sewell
Cody & Richelle Graves

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

7/2/17

Sara E. - Lizzie K.

Les L. - Rori C. - Noah W.

7/9/17

Kristin L. - Emily W. - Jeremiah S.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.

7/16/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - ___________

Andy & Donna L. - Matt & Amber N.

7/23/17

Brad & Marsha F. - ___________

Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L

7/30/17

Ted & Gina O. - ___________

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

biblecamp.org
www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

This year, as part of our ongoing partnership with the Pregnancy Care Center, we again
participated in the annual “Baby Bottle Boomerang” fundraiser. It's another way for us to be
involved in living out God's values and priorities when it comes to the sanctity of human life.
Of course, the work of the PCC goes far beyond just helping people choose life. These funds go to support the broad
range of the PCC’s work in Springfield and beyond. We are grateful for our partnership with the PCC in service to Christ in
our community.
We do not have a total as of yet for the amount the Southland family contributed to this
year’s fundraiser. By the next edition of “The Vine,” we will be able to make that
available. If you have not yet been able to return your bottle(s), we need to return all of

them to the Pregnancy Care Center - filled or un-filled.
It may seem way too early to be thinking about this, but it’s “back to school” time,
especially when it comes to the Salvation Army’s annual school supply drive. The G6:10
Ministry will be leading this effort during the month of July. Be looking for information
(basically, donations of any normal school supplies would be appreciated).
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Other “LIVE OUT” opportunities upcoming - ways we can be “doing good” (be watching for more details):


In the next edition of “The Vine,” we will communicate specifics if you want to be involved in serving at The
Salvation Army in the sorting/distribution of the school supplies collected (it will be in early August).



Cookies for MSU students through CCH in August



Drive to support Show-Me Christian Youth Home (Sedalia, MO) in late August/early September



20th annual CCH golf tournament to support their mission trips on Saturday, September 16



The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life and Fun Run” on Saturday, October 7
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates, when available, in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.

Check out CICM’s website at www.indiamission.org for more information about some of the
global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at Southland. Also, you can view the 2016
annual report from CICM’s website (www.indiamission.org/2016annualreport) or by simply
clicking here LINK).
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org.
Through our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in
Guatemala. It’s another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally. Also,
we are excited to be able to support Life of Hope as our 2017 VBS mission - the kids are
getting a head-start on this in Kid ENCOUNTER. It’s a very practical project as we raise money to help them
purchase shoes for children in the area of Guatemala City. Of course, part of this is about creating an
opportunity to continue sharing the love and Good News of Christ there!
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