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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center . 

Summer “Church FAMILY” Opportunities: 
 

We are gathering at “Living Memorial Park” (it’s located by the Nature Center in SE Springfield) on 
Sunday, June 24 at 5pm for a “Southland FAMILY Picnic.” It will be a great time of fellowship 
together (even our partners from North Africa will be with us!). 

NOTE:   In the event of rain, the plan will be to move the gathering to SCC. We would use our 
normal means of communication to spread the word about any adjustment. 

What the church is providing:   Hot dogs, buns and fixings (Of course, you are more than  
      welcome to bring your own main course if you prefer.)  

      Water bottles, paper products, utensils, etc. 

What we need you to bring:   

We want everyone to bring something else to be shared (pot-luck style). We have broken 
down the list of what to bring accordingly: 

  Last name of A-G  1 or 2 large bags of chips  

  Last name of H-N  A dessert  

  Last name of O-Z  Either veggies, fruit or a salad of some kind  

The park already has some activities, but it would be great if people would bring some 
outdoor games (e.g. washers or bags/“Cornhole”) that would be easy to transport and set-up. 

One last thing: while there are picnic tables, we do encourage you to bring lawn chairs. 

“HIS AND HERS Connect” during July  
Similar to “Cross Connect” experiences, this is an opportunity 
to connect relationally with others in the SCC family beyond  a 
normal Connect Group. Starting July 1 and running through the 
5 Sundays of July, men are meeting together in the Fellowship 
Hall and women are meeting together in the Great Room. See 
page 14 for more details about this opportunity. 

 

Sunday, August 26 at 5pm - this is still awhile away at the 

very end of the summer, but we want to make sure you save the 

date for our 2018 “FLOURISH” Gathering.  

Plans are in the works for this evening. As always, we will share a 

meal together. Beyond that, we will reflect on where we have 

been and where God is leading us. Please plan to be here for this 

important evening with your church FAMILY. 
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The most recent edition of the Southland “Church FAMILY Directory” has been 

available since the middle of March. It’s a way we want to encourage connections 

with one another as part of the family - a way to be in touch with someone you have 

met, perhaps.  

Part of the reality of such a directory is that we need to regularly provide updates. Sometimes, that’s a 

matter of people changing some contact details. Other times, it’s a matter of providing the contact 

information for those who are newer to the Southland family. Whatever the reason, as that happens 

we use this basic space in “The Vine” to provide the latest updates.  

Please make the following adjustments to you directory: 
 

 For Brandon Dodson … change e-mail address to:   bdodson96@gmail.com 
 

 For Nick & Melissa Mittagg … change address to:   1800 State Hwy. ZZ 

          Clever, MO 65631 
 

 For Matt & Amber Neil … change address to:   1312 W. Whiteside 

          Springfield, MO 65807 
 

If you don’t have a copy of the SCC Directory, you can pick one up at the display rack 

located by the Welcome Center in the foyer (one per family, please). 

updates 

“THANK YOU” Notes 
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
As we shared in the last edition of the Vine, each summer we go through a process 
designed to help us identify potential new elders for our church family. The 
LEADERSHIP of a church FAMILY certainly matters, and the role of elder is a key 
part of God’s design. Throughout this process, we are using this space in “The Vine” to 
communicate information about how it works and to update you regarding our progress. (You can check out the May 
edition of “The Vine” for more details about this process as a whole.)  

During the first 3 weeks of June (through Sunday the 17th), we provided SCC members with the opportunity to 
recommend names. After those names are recommended, we have a preliminary conversation with these 
individuals about potentially serving in this role. That begins with inviting them to prayerfully consider whether or 
not to pursue the opportunity. For any who do, the rest of the process is initiated as we continue with a similar 
“interview” process as we would for a staff member. This is appropriate given the importance of the elder-role in a 
local church family. This specific stage represents our attempt to both (a) communicate the expectations that go 
with serving as an elder and (b) help individuals clarify whether or not this is God’s calling for their lives at this 
point (both from the perspective of the potential elder and of the existing elders as leaders of the church family). 
Throughout this entire process, we are trying to align ourselves with the Holy Spirit’s leading as we strive to 
recognize those men that HE is calling to serve in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28). We had 
the names of 4 individuals submitted during this year’s recommendation phase. At the present 
time, at least 1 of them is still considering the opportunity. 

Current Elders: Darrell Deckard (at the end of a three-year term, opting not to serve another for now), Ernie 
Emmerton, Pat Little (going on a required sabbatical at the end of 6 years of service), Terry 
Ochs, Jay Tyler (at the end of a three-year term, opting not to serve another for now) and Bob 
Wood. As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

 Warren Burros is nearing the end of his sabbatical year off; he will join Ernie, Terry 
and Bob (plus Matt) as the elder team starting in September. Of course, to this, we 
will add any individual who is confirmed throughout the process. 

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we 
have highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 7). 

Regarding the current STAFF TRANSITION — We are providing ongoing updates 
as the process unfolds. It will cover the whole time period from Jon’s departure through to the 
completion of it all with the eventual addition of a new staff member. As we have been doing, we 
are packaging this into both a SHORT-TERM and a LONG-TERM category.  

SHORT-TERM … to replace Jon, we have primarily been using volunteers up to now (with the 
exception of adding Adam Faulkner as a worship ministry intern). Thanks to so many willing 
servants, we have effectively been able to continue on with the areas of ministry Jon had led. 

LONG-TERM … Since Jon announced to the leadership back in April, we have been evaluating 
things and reflecting on the STAFF implications. Ultimately, we are considering how to best 
shape the next position we will hire. Of course, part of this process involves seeing how things 
unfold in the short-term in the kids’ ministry and worship ministry. That will have an impact on 
the decision we make regarding the specific area of focus a new staff member will have.   

Part of the whole staffing conversation also involves the budgetary resources that we will have 
available. Because of the delay in the closing of the property sale (see the next page), we are still 
waiting to see how some things unfold (i.e. mortgage implications, etc.). There will obviously be 
some budgetary realities to factor into the conversation. This doesn’t mean we will wait until 
post-closing to make any decisions. It does mean we continue to move forward at a proper pace 
as we seek God’s leading and God’s timing as we determine how to best proceed. 
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A PROPERTY Update: 
We have been using this space to provide regular updates regarding the sale of a 

piece of our property. It is the Northwest portion of our lot, covering the west part 

of our parking lot - extending a little further south - and bordering Republic Road. 

The lot we’re selling is made up of the pieces labeled as “1a” and “1b” on the map. 

As we communicated earlier via e-mail, we have hit a delay in the process. Because of that, instead of the 

sale being closed on June 15 as originally hoped for, the closing will now be pushed back into August (the 

addendum to the contract states that it is to happen “on or before August 31”). Ultimately, it was the 

product of the city’s processes and other things beyond our control. That being said, we have passed an 

important time marker when it comes to the buyer’s time to investigate the property. That 180-day 

period has passed. So, even though closing hasn’t yet happened (and cannot until a few more pieces 

unfold), there is an even greater level of certainty at this point that it will, in fact, happen. While the 

delay is not our preference at all, we continue to trust God’s timing and His provision as we wait. Please 

do keep praying as we near the end of this process. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info  … 
As mentioned in the previous edition of “The Vine,” we have been hosting 

the Park Crest Daycare and Preschool since May 7. They are here through 

mid-July (out before VBS) as they await the completion of their new home. 

Let’s continue to be good hosts to them by being welcoming and respectful 

of them for the time they are here in our building. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine” (plus in other places), but this is an effort to consolidate things. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we typically have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School 

classes for kids and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal until 

the end of June. For the month of July, we will have a session of what we’re calling 

“HIS & HERS Connect” - see page 14 for more details. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See pages11-12. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Sunday morning, June 24 … as part of our ENCOUNTER time, our partners in North Africa 

will be here and share with us. 

Sunday, June 24 starting at 5pm … our 2nd annual “Church FAMILY Picnic.” We invite you to 

join your church FAMILY for a fun time together as we enjoy the company of one another. See 

p. 2 for more specifics about this event, including information about what to bring. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE … May 2018 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, June 29 from 1-8pm … high school trip to White Water (see p. 10). 

Sunday, July 1 … the date we would like to have all VBS donations returned to the foyer. 

Sunday, July 8 through Sunday, July 29 … the dates we are collecting backpacks to support 

the Salvation Army’s back-to-school effort (see p. 18). 

Monday, July 9 from 1-5pm … middle school trip to the Republic Aquatic Center (see p. 10). 

Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14 … the women’s ministry trip to the “Beth Moore Live” 

conference in Columbia, MO. 

Sunday, July 15 … a brief meeting for MOVE Conference attendees and their parents 

immediately after service. 

Sunday, July 15 (1:15pm) … nursing home singing at Quail Creek. 

Monday, July 16 through Saturday, July 21 … the 2018 edition of the 

“MOVE” conference in Warrensburg, MO (se p. 10 for specifics). 

Tuesday, July 24 at 6:30pm … partners from North Africa meeting with current and potential 

supporters (all are certainly welcome to come and learn more about their work). 

Sunday, July 29 after service … a VBS meeting (more details to follow, perhaps including 

lunch and decorating/getting the building ready for the week. 

Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 (6-8pm each evening) … these are the 

dates for our 2018 VBS. Make sure you have it on your calendar! Check out page 9 

for more details. 

Sunday, August 5 (after ENCOUNTER) … SCC leadership lunch meeting for all elders, staff and 

ministry leaders. 

Sunday, August 26 at 5pm … our annual FLOURISH gathering. 

Saturday, September 22 through Saturday, September 29 … mission trip to Guatemala. Be 

praying for the team as they continue the preparation process. 

 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for May = $34,304 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,576 

00  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through May) is $331,754 for a weekly average of 

$8,506  

51. Projecting that out, it puts us on pace for an annual total of $442,000.  

Leadership has long targeted Summer 2018 as a key time as that is when the property sale is supposed to 
close bringing mortgage relief. With the daycare income as well as the lower staff expenses for the time being, 

we are in good shape through the end of this fiscal year. We are grateful to God for the way He navigated us 

through this time, supplying what was needed along the way for us to manage our way through to this point. 

Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving! 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are in the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to 

potentially add (the process began in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” 

section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland 

members embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also 

embrace a higher level of responsibility. In the May Vine, we shared the commitments specific to the role 

of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff - the 

commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to make and carry out. 

General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members: 

 We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue 

to become more and more like Him. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church - 

living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed. 

 We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves 

in those we lead. 

 We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda. 

 We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant]. 

 We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry. 

 We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves 

available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility). 

 We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the 

work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability. 

 We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides. 

 We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland. 

 We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this 

covenant. 
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What MATTers to me … 
There are certain sermon series that are more challenging for me than others - not in the sense of being “hard-
hitting,” just in being harder sermons to prepare. On the flipside, other sermon series feel to be far more “in my 
wheelhouse;” so it is with the “MYTHBUSTERS” grid we’re using for our Summer 2018 sermon series. I love this 
approach to sermons. 

Part of it has to do with the fact that there’s this same basic 
grid we use for each sermon - we look at a MYTH, then use 
God’s Word to expose it with His truth before considering 
the “so what?” at the end (how it matters). It has a flow that 

makes it easy to package the message. Sometimes, in the weekly process of preaching, knowing the basic package 
in which the material will fit is helpful. 

Part of it has to do with the “analytical rebel” side of me (very rarely - if ever - would I be labeled a “rebel,” but 
the biker boots and skull cap fit in this case). I hear some of the popular ideas that are out there in Christian 
circles and cringe. In our culture, there are so many ways where even many believers have swallowed hook, line 
and sinker ideas about faith that may sound or seem Biblical, when in fact they are not. I enjoy the opportunity to 
challenge such myth-conceptions (or, as one person calls them, “spiritual urban legends”). 

There’s an even bigger part of me that enjoys this series because, while it may not be about simple applications, it 
is in the end an intensely practical series. I am certainly more wired to be an “intellectual” overall. Because of 
that, a look at ideas that are believed is intriguing - my mind is stimulated by such a series. Many aren’t wired in 
this kind of way; as a result, the focus for many is more on just living life, not being bothered by all that 
“thinking” stuff. I know this is coming from the perspective of an intellectual, but, as a way of encouraging you in 
this area and as a way of emphasizing just why we are doing such a series, allow me to offer a couple of ways 
that God’s Word is going to stress the importance of right beliefs. 

 First, from a positive end, there is a consistent emphasis on God’s Truth - He has revealed Himself. 
While that’s far more than just ideas to be embraced, He has made Himself, His ways and His truth known 
to us. He seems to care a great deal about the way we think. Remember, part of the “greatest 
commandment” involves loving Him “with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37 and parallels). As the great 
Christian thinker C.S. Lewis writes in Mere Christianity, when it comes to faith, Jesus wants “a child’s 
heart, but a grown-up’s head.” This “MYTHBUSTERS” grid is about cultivating such a mind! 

Second, from a negative end, it’s impossible to ignore how regularly God’s Word identifies the Evil One’s 
efforts in connection with how we think. Sure, he has weapons like temptation and pleasure. But, consider 
the kind of language we see that speaks of the “intellectual weaponry” he uses. He is called “a liar and the 
father of lies” by Jesus (John 8:44). He is a “schemer” and we are told to make sure we are not 
“outsmarted” or “outwitted” by him (2 Cor. 2:11). He is the “god of this age … [who] has blinded the 
minds of those who don’t believe (2 Cor. 4:4). In the classic text on spiritual warfare in Ephesians 6, the 
basis for it all is about us being able to “stand firm against all strategies of the devil” - at the very least, 
that includes the intellectual battle he wages against us. This “MYTHBUSTERS” grid is about helping us 
make sure we are not being taken captive by wrong kinds of thinking. 

Whether through the positive emphasis on God’s Truth or the negative warnings against the Evil One’s use of 
deception, here’s the bottom line: what we believe and how we think matters! It’s not just about some intellectual 
test of faith; it’s about quite practical matters. God’s Word seems to know this to be true: when we build our lives 
on the foundation of God’s Truth (found in Jesus!), we are building on a firm foundation. While it doesn’t 
guarantee right living, right thinking is a pretty important first step. On the contrary, when our minds are mired 
in wrong beliefs, our lives of faith become shaky; wrong thinking frequently leads to wrong living. Again, in the 
end, it’s intensely practical stuff. Above and beyond it all, that’s why I love BUSTING MYTHS! 
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Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 
(as is our custom, from 6-8pm each evening)  

Our VBS is for all children ages 4 through those entering the 
5th grade (we do also provide childcare during VBS for younger 

kids of those who are helping with VBS). 

This year, we are also going to have a section specifically 
designed for 6th-8th graders. 

Please make sure kids are registered: gosouthland.org/vbs. 

Also, throughout the month of June, we have made available a DONATION list at the VBS 
display in the foyer. We cannot do VBS without all of those who generously donate 
hundreds of needed items for crafts, snacks, games and more. Please return any items for 
donation by Sunday, July 1. If you have not been able to contribute in this particular way, but 
want to help, you can also donate money - just designate as a “VBS” donation. 

A note related to the broader “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry during the transition time (see 
p. 4 for a broader update) … The volunteers who had been working with Jon in this ministry 
are successfully carrying on with what has been happening. That includes the following: 

 Covering the grade school sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (with the help of other 
parents - see the “Thank you’s” in the BUILD UP section for a list of 2018 sponsors) 

 Continuing the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum during “Kid ENCOUNTER” (thanks, Les 
Londeen, Matt & Amber Neil, Andy & Donna Lillard, Joe & April Whittaker + Brad & 
Ashley Worthy as well as other helpers!). 

 Preparing for VBS (thanks to the whole crew for leading various parts, especially April 
Whittaker who has embraced the overall leadership role! - see below for VBS info).  

Over the summer, we will continue to be clarifying things within this ministry, especially as it 
relates to programming throughout the normal ministry year (starting in September). 

 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

We are continuing the use of this curriculum designed to equip kids to 
follow Jesus in all areas of their lives. 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal on 6/27 and throughout the 
month of July - 1st through 5th grade this coming year stay in our regular 

ENCOUNTER service until being dismissed during offering). 

http://www.gosouthland.org/vbs
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
The Summer months provide a great opportunity for some fun events. In addition to their camp 

sessions at Maranatha, our 6th through 8th graders have already had a couple of “outside” 

opportunities in June. Below, we have listed another event as well as a VBS opportunity both 
specifically designed for middle school students. Sign-up sheets are located in the south foyer. 

Monday, July 9 (1-5pm) - middle school trip to the Republic Aquatic Center 

Students are encouraged to invite their friends for an AQUA PARTY! In addition to typical pool 

features, this “swim-tastic” park has fun slides and even a surfing simulator (it costs an extra 

$2 and requires a parent release form). Cost is $5 + any money for snacks. There is a sign-

up sheet for this event located in the south foyer. 

Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 (6-8pm) - VBS  

For this year, we are adding an age-appropriate section for middle school 
students at our 2018 VBS (July 30 through August 2 from 6-8pm each 

evening). It will be a great opportunity for these students during the week. 

Please register middle school students at gosouthland.org/vbs. 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 
Friday, June 29 (1-8pm) - Trip to White Water 

Have fun with your high school youth group exploring the 13 

acres of rides and slides, including the heart-pounding Kalani 

Tower or Kapau Plummet. 

This is a pre-pay event; be sure to sign-up and get money to Les by June 24. 
Cost is $25 - it goes up to $44 after that day. (Season passes can obviously be used as well.) 

 
MOVE Conference at the University of 

Central Missouri (Warrensburg) 
 

Monday, July 16 - Saturday, July 21 
 

Here are some important details you need to know leading up to MOVE: 

(You should have received info about what you still owe; check with Les if you haven’t yet.) 

There will be a short meeting for MOVE attendees and their parents on 

Sunday, July 15 after service. 

Be watching your mailbox for a letter with a suggested packing list. 

Parents, make sure you’ve signed the MOVE conference release form (check 
your e-mail inbox; there should be a link for you to follow to complete this). 

http://www.gosouthland.org/vbs
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southlandwomen 
A note from Kristie … 

Church camp has been a part of my life for a long time. I started going when my dad was a camp dean and I 

think some years all of us kids would go with him mostly so my mom could have a break. Then, I got old 

enough to participate in my own week, designed for my age, and I loved it. I loved camp so much that when I 

was old enough to be a worker, both as a volunteer counselor and as a paid dishwasher, I went! Then I spent 

four summers as a paid worker for our church camp in the summers following high school. I used to tell people 

that I had worked in about every position at camp except nurse and dean’s wife, but now I have checked 

“dean’s wife” off the list during our years in Illinois. (No one would really want me to be the camp nurse – I’m 

not all the great at dealing with blood!) Some of my favorite memories of my youth happened at church camp.  

During June, I had the privilege of going back to camp. I got to go with Eden’s “Day Camp” group, and then, I 

went with Harmony to a Thursday through Saturday session (Kids’ Camp - for 2nd through 4th graders). I was 

reminded of many things I enjoy about church camp, but the biggest reason I love camp is that I get to invest 

in children. I so enjoyed spending time with our Southland kids and two that belong to our partners from 

North Africa. I also really enjoyed the stirring experience of hearing the group of probably 250 or more 

children - plus the adult sponsors who were with them - as they worshipped in song. I loved hearing them sing 

out (perhaps, “shouted out” is a better description) the lyrics of “Glorious Day” ...  

“You called my name and I ran out of that grave 

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day” 

They may not understand much about that imagery right now, but it gave me goosebumps and teary eyes to 

think of them as those who either belong to Jesus now or are coming to know Him, and how He gives them 

freedom from death and the grave. They will never have to be in a spiritual grave again! It is such a blessing to 

spend time with kids and observe their innocence and curiosity and to help them along their journey with 

Jesus. I am so thankful I had the opportunity to do that at church camp! 

However, as we all know, you don’t have to go away to church camp to invest in children and their walk with 

Jesus. You can do that in your own family. You can do that in your church FAMILY. You can teach Sunday 

school. You can serve in the nursery. You can be a youth sponsor of teenagers. You can be a volunteer and 

serve during VBS. You can do any number of activities in which you connect with kids and encourage them in 

their walk with Jesus. The possibilities are endless!  

Jesus told His disciples “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these” (see Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14 and Luke 18:16). I remember the influence that 

Sunday school teachers, youth sponsors and even cookie-baking grandmas had on me in my youth. I hope to 

be helping influence kids and youth for Jesus, and I hope you will, too! 

 

Plans for the new ministry year starting in September are underway. In upcoming editions 
of “The Vine,” we will be sharing more information about the ministries under the umbrella 

of the SCC women’s ministry.  

Check out the “Connect” page (p.  14) for details about our upcoming 
“HIS and HERS Connect” during July. There, we have shared some 
more about the “HERS” section of this. We hope this is a valuable 

time of connecting and growing together for the ladies of Southland! 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Why Come Ye Here: I Will Bring You More Than A Song”  
(A reflection from Adam “the Intern” Faulkner) 

"Worship is our innermost being responding with praise for all that God is, through our attitudes, actions, 

thoughts, and words, based on the truth of God as He has revealed Himself." - John MacArthur 
 

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” -1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Throughout my few short years on this earth, I have experienced a myriad of worship services. There was the 

singing of classic hymns with a choir in a gothic style chapel with a large acoustic pipe organ shaking the very 

floor I was standing on. There was sitting in a basement with only an acoustic guitar. There were massive 

conferences with 40,000+ voices filling stadiums. Hello, “Adam the Intern” here! I was asked to give a word on 

worship and believe it or not, I’m going to talk about NONE of those experiences.  

I’m a human, I like to compartmentalize things, fitting things into nice little boxes and easy definitions 

(especially as a guy). Psychology actually has a term for those boxes called “schemas.” It’s about the way our 

brains organize and categorize new information. We come across something new and we try to find the 

schema that fits it. God wired our brains to be incredibly efficient and good at this process. The older we get 

the more of these boxes we have because we have a better understanding of the way the world works.  

You’re probably thinking, “The intern has lost his mind, what does this have to do with worship?” Hold on with 

me for a second, because I’m going to give you that word: more. Worship is more than music. It’s more than 

the songs we sing on Sunday morning. It’s more than those stadium experiences. It’s whatever we do. It’s 

what we put our time, our energy, and our money into. It’s how we treat the people around us or how well we 

do any job we have to do. It’s doing everything - “whether you eat or drink” - for the glory of God. In other 

words, it’s a way of living, not just a Sunday morning diet.  

That’s hard! 

It’s easy to allow Sunday mornings to be the only sort of worship I consciously 

choose to be a part of. And if I’m honest, I would much rather that be the case. I 

would much rather the word “worship” fit in my music schema and sit next to the 

latest “worship” song I’m listening to at the time. But when it comes down to it, 

it’s so much more than that. It’s a surrendering of myself to worship and making 

the choice to acknowledge the worth of the One who created me. So I want to 

challenge you, as I challenge myself, over these next few days, this next week, this next month. Choose to 

worship the Most High God with more than a song.  

“For worship is, essentially, the reverse of sin. Sin began (and begins) when we succumb to the 

temptation, ‘You shall be as gods.’ We make ourselves the center of the universe and dethrone God. By 

contrast, worship is giving God His true worth; it is acknowledging Him to be the Lord of all things, and 

the Lord of everything in our lives. He is, indeed, the Most High God!" 

     - Sinclair B. Ferguson 
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Our Current Sermon Series (see “What MATTers to Me” on p. 8 for more re: this series theme) 

Since June 3, we have been in our main 2018 Summer sermon series: 
“MYTHBUSTERS … Exposing Myths with God’s Truth.” This series 
continues through the end of July and likely into August 5. Each week, 
we are looking at a different “myth” or “spiritual urban legend” that is believed about some aspect of faith. It is easy for us 
to begin to embrace as “truth” things that aren’t necessarily true - sometimes, it’s even because ideas have been packaged 
as “lies so clever they sound like the truth.” Whether well-disguised lies or just more seemingly innocuous myths, embracing 
them has a practical impact on the way we go about a life of faith. That’s why we’re addressing the issues we are in this 
series! The goal is to allow God’s Word to speak into such issues so we think and live according to His Truth. 

A note about our ENCOUNTER time and the worship team in the midst of our 

current staff transition (see p. 4 for a broader update) ... 

The role as worship minister was Jon’s most visible role at Southland (certainly far from his only role). 

Because of that, this is a piece of his role that is most easily recognizable when it comes to ways we have 

needed to fill in the gaps. As we have mentioned before, we are working to cover these areas in the best 

possible way with both a SHORT-TERM plan and a LONG-TERM plan.  

SHORT-TERM Plan (the ongoing plan for now) …  Since Jon’s departure, we have been blessed to be able 

to continue on in our musical worship during our ENCOUNTER time. This is thanks to the team of talented 

instrumentalists and vocalists (not to mention the tech crew) he helped to build, many of whom have taken 

on a greater level of responsibility during this time. Of course, it’s also thanks to those who have stepped-up 

to take on more of a leadership role - thanks Alex Cobb and Jared Wilson! - as well as Adam “the Intern” 

Faulkner (somehow, his own use of this title seems perfectly fitting for his great personality!). They are 

working well together to get things planned and prepared to lead the SCC family in worship during our 

ENCOUNTER times on Sunday mornings. So many great hearts have been on display in this transition time!  

Just like in other areas of the church, it’s been about members of the SCC family (with the addition of Adam 

into the mix) willing to use their God-given giftedness to serve and BUILD UP others. Because of the 

attitudes and talents on display, we certainly feel good about the short-term plan as it is now. We will 

continue on with this basic set-up through the end of August (at least). It has been an effective solution, and 

we anticipate that this will continue to be the case.  

On a related note, it has been such a blessing to have Adam around working with the staff in his role. His 

willing servant’s heart and desire to see God worshipped are great traits. Thanks for the difference you are 

making, Adam! 

Of course, even though things are going well, this is a great 

time to be recruiting additional volunteers. If you are willing to 

serve as part of the team (instrumentally or vocally), especially 

during this season of transition, let the office know. 

LONG-TERM Plan (the plan for hiring staff, etc.) … as mentioned on p. 4, the leadership continues the 

conversation about how this all looks long-term. This is just one important piece of a much broader 

discussion and evaluation process - where are we, what do we most need, etc. The worship/music piece of 

this will certainly continue to be an area of focus we address in some capacity. 
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We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

Groups are meeting as normal through the end of June (as they will resume in August). For more 
information about our normal Connect Groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available . 

For the month of July, we are excited about a 

session of what we’re calling:  “HIS & HERS 

Connect.” We have been pleased with the results 

from “Cross Connect” in the past (a few 

different sessions of this in the past several 

months) - inter-generational groups that have 

gathered to strengthen relational bonds and 

facilitate conversations about faith across the 

generations. This particular format of “HIS & HERS Connect” we’re using for the month of July is an 

effort to build off of what we’ve seen from the “Cross Connect” experience. 

When it comes to the overall goal of building relationships within the SCC family and growing together, 

there is value in providing a context where men can be together with other men and women together with 

other women. It can enhance such connections with others; it can also provide a format for valuable 

conversations about a life of faith filtered through the lens of gender. That’s tougher to do sometimes in 

mixed company. God has created men and women differently. We are wired differently. We are created to 

approach things differently. We also encounter different types of struggles along the way. That’s why we 

want to provide this 5-week long session of “HIS & HERS Connect” during the month of July. 

… men are meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Each week, a different guy from 

Southland is shaping the time. For some weeks, it may include video material; for others, it may not. For 

some weeks, it may be something specifically coming from a men’s study; for other weeks, it may be more 

general content that is specifically shaped to be applied to a male audience. Whatever the specific content, 

these leaders are focusing on facilitating valuable conversations about effectively living out faith as men 

… in a relational context. This time includes the larger group time as well as small group discussion.

… women are meeting in the Great Room. The content they 

are using is based on a study called Brave: Honest Questions Women Ask. Each week, a 

different facilitator is guiding the large group discussion on a different topic:  (1) “I am worn 

out.” (2) “I am undisciplined.” (3) “I am invisible.” (4) “I am trembling inside.” (5) “I am suffering 

a thorn.” From there, women are breaking out into small groups for further conversation. As 

with the “HIS Connect,” the goal is to facilitate good discussion in such a relational context. 

“HIS & HERS Connect” starts Sunday, July 1 and runs throughout the month. 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 
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As we do with all of our ministries leading into a new ministry year (it starts in September), we have 

been evaluating our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE. Specifically, we want to make sure we are best 

addressing this “GROW DEEP” priority.  

At this point, we have decided that in the new ministry year, we are going to use Wednesday nights as 

an opportunity for REVAMPED Deeper Life Groups with a larger group option as well (it will be 

somewhat of a hybrid approach). Among other things, this will accomplish the goal of providing a 

good time for “D-Groups” to meet - that has been one of the struggles with those in the past. We are 

still working through the specifics of what will be the same as past D-Groups and what will be 

different (there will certainly be adjustments made). We want to build off of what has worked and 

make the proper changes to make them even more effective. However we specifically end up shaping 

that, the goal will be the same: to offer a good context where we can GROW DEEP roots together in 
Christ. Be looking for more information about this plan moving forward. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve at Southland. On the next page, we have identified some more specific ways we need 

people to serve at this particular time. If you are willing to serve in any of these ways, please 

fill out one of the blue cards at the display by the Welcome Center or let the office know. 

We will get your information to the right ministry leader. 
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body (cont.) 

We are preparing for our 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by 

Jesus” (Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 … 6-8pm each evening). It’s  

not too late to volunteer if you would like to serve whether during the week or in 

advance of the week (e.g. with decorating the building); let the office know. 

Beyond that, you can also help by donating items (see the display in the foyer). Of course, we 

always need those who are willing to be in PRAYER for the week too! 

With Jon’s departure, it’s a good time to also let you know of some “holes” we have. Here 

are some specific ways we could use some volunteers: 

 Those who can serve instrumentally or vocally with the worship team; this includes 

anyone interested in being a part of the “tech team” during service as well. 

 Those who have a heart to serve with our kids’ ministry - serving with the existing team. 

 Those who have giftedness and ability to help with our “online communications” (our 

website, Facebook pages, etc.) as well as developing graphics. 

Once the property sale finally happens, some of the profits from that are going to be set aside 

for various maintenance projects. Some of those are more long-term items. Others are more 

immediate projects like updating the Fellowship Hall, upgrading lights, etc. If you are willing 

to help serve on a team that works to oversee and carry-out such projects, let the office 

know. 

A NOTE for those who are teaching Sunday School classes in July during “HIS & HERS 

Connect” … by July 1, a schedule will be posted in the hallway (also in the office where 

curriculum can be picked-up). Check the schedule to see when you are on to serve in this way. 

“The Launch” group has agreed to cover the classes for Sunday, July 1. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part 

does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 

that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of 

love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

We want to make sure we send out a special “THANK YOU” to 

all of those volunteers who accompanied our young people to 

camp for this 2018 season at Maranatha: 

 Andrea Conboy  Brad Foster  Ben Jennings Amber Johnson  

 Lizzie Kilgo   Donna Lillard Les Londeen  Kristie Martin  

 Jill Sims   Joe & April Whittaker 

We will take the time to mention all of those who have served as part of the mowing team 

towards the end of the year, but a big “THANK YOU!” to those who have participated so far! 

Also, part of having a building means there are all kinds of situations that occur where we need 

some input as to how to best handle things (e.g. plumbing, heating/air, etc.). In the midst of 

that, one of the SCC family who is a tremendous blessing is Dan Gray. In addition to the ways 

he serves with running the computer once a month, he provides great insight and practical 

help when these kinds of facility-related problems arise. Thanks for all the help, Dan! 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – July 2018 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

7/1 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Ernie & Charlotte E. ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Terry & Brenda O. 

7/8  
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |—–—— Warren & Carolyn B. ——–—| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

7/15  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—–—— Bill & Pam F. (or Brad & Marsha F.) —–——| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

7/22 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Ken & Debbie N. ———| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

7/29 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

7/1 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Warren & Carolyn Burros 

7/8 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

7/15 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

7/22 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

7/29 Les & youth group T.B.A. 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

7/1 - 8:50-10:20am 

7/1 - 10:20-dismissal 

April McCarty 

Susan Graves 

April McCarty + Abbi Miller 

Graves family 

7/8 - 8:50-10:20am 

7/8 - 10:20-dismissal 

Pam Sewell 

Debbie Gray 

Joe & Pam Sewell 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Amanda/Meghan Miller 

7/15 - 8:50-10:20am 

7/15 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Meghan Stewart 

Carissa Virtue + Jessica McAnally 

Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Meghan Stewart 

7/22 - 8:50-10:20am 

7/22 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Jenelle Smith 

Cheryl/Rebecca McAnally 

Jenelle/Ezri/Kira Smith 

7/29 - 8:50-10:20am 

7/29 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Debbie Nelson 

Jill/Amanda Sims 

Jay & Amanda Butler 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

7/1 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Les Londeen + helper 

7/8 Kristin L. -  Emily W. - Macy S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

7/15 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Matt & Amber Neil 

7/22 Brad & Marsha F. - _______ Joe & April Whittaker 

7/29 Ted & Gina O. - _______ Brad & Ashley Worthy 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

This year, as part of our ongoing partnership with the Pregnancy Care Center, we again 

participated in the annual “Baby Bottle Boomerang” fundraiser. A big “THANK YOU!” to 

all of you who participated in this effort. We do not have a total as of yet for the amount 

the Southland family contributed to this year’s fundraiser (because of how much change 

is involved, it takes the bank awhile to tabulate the amount). By the next edition of “The Vine,” we will be able to make 

that number available. If you have not yet been able to return your bottle(s), we need them returned as soon as 

possible - filled or un-filled.  

This is another practical way for us to be involved in living out God's values and priorities when it 

comes to “loving life.” The Pregnancy Care Center is a great and effective partner for us to have! 

Of course, the work of the PCC goes far beyond just helping people with the basic decision of 

choosing life. These funds go to support the broad range of the PCC’s work in Springfield and beyond. We are grateful 

for our partnership with the PCC in service to Christ in our community. 

There are a couple of items to communicate related to The Salvation Army … 

1. On Monday, June 25, they will be hosting an open house at their main facility. This event will last 

from 6-10pm. If you are interested in learning more about their ministry, this would be a good 

opportunity to check it out. 

2. Also, it may seem way too early to be thinking about this, but it’s “back to school” time, especially when it comes 

to the Salvation Army’s annual school supply drive.  

As in recent years, we have decided to focus on providing backpacks. While 

other normal school supplies are appreciated, this seems like a great specific 

way to help. Backpacks can be brought to the alcove any time between 

Sunday, July 8 and Sunday, July 29.  

The G6:10 Ministry is again leading this effort. 
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We want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you. It is a 

commitment that many in the SCC family have made to say they would join others in being ONE 

who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of Christ or disconnected from Him. It’s all part of 

LIVING OUT this basic responsibility, calling and identity as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and 

“AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE” 

It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering ourselves 

to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

If you didn’t have the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us, the supplies (with instructions) are 

still at the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready.  

We hope you join us in being “ONE for ONE!” 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a medical ministry trip).  

The team is in place and has begun the process of preparing for the week. Please be praying for that trip: yes, 

for the logistics, but more importantly, for the work that will be done through the team!  

Remember, we also have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (more of a work project trip). 

One last note related to foreign missions:  Our partners from North Africa are back for the summer. They are 

with us on Sunday, June 24 - not only sharing during our ENCOUNTER time, but also present with us for the 

church FAMILY picnic that evening.  It’s a great blessing and privilege to have them with us! 

Also, we have put an event on the calendar for Tuesday, July 24 at 6:30pm (hosted at SCC). This is a time 

for them to gather with those who have directly supported them as well as a chance to meet others who 

might be both interested and able to partner with them directly (they are needing to raise some funds 

while they are back). Of course, anyone is welcome to come and learn more about what is happening! 

Other potential “LIVE OUT” opportunities upcoming - ways we can be “doing good” (be watching for more details): 

 In the next edition of “The Vine,” we will communicate specifics if you want to be involved in serving at The 

Salvation Army in the sorting/distribution of the school supplies collected (it will be in early August). 

 Some sort of project in August around back-to-school time to be a blessing to CCH. 

 Collection of household supplies to support Show-Me Christian Youth Home in late August/early September. 

 The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” on Saturday, September 29. 

No information is published yet about CCH’s annual golf tournament to benefit their mission trips. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

