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We are excited to welcome Rick  
Randleman and his family! 

Rick begins his role as our associate pastor towards 
the middle of June. We look forward to him and his 
family (wife, Anna plus their sons, Luke, Levi and 
Lex) coming to be a part of  the Southland family. 

See page 2 for a way you can participate in 
helping us welcome the Randlemans! 

June 23 5pm at 
Southland 

a time of food, fellowship and 
fun with the church FAMILY 

See page 3 for all the details about this 
evening, including what the church will 

provide and what you need to bring. 
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Congratulations to Isabelle Lillard (daughter of Andy & Donna)!  

She was immersed into Christ by her dad on Sunday, 5/19. We 

rejoice with Isabell and her family in her decision to follow Jesus. 

We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to Ken Austin 
our newest Southland member. Ken joins Ceci (his wife) and her 

daughter Megan as part of the SCC family. 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

Another STAFF TRANSITION to communicate:  

Two years ago, we started a transition in the women’s ministry as Debbie Nelson went to part-
time and Kristie Martin joined our staff team in a part-time role (women’s ministry plus some 
other administrative assistant pieces). Debbie has now prayerfully decided that it is time for 
her to focus on her other responsibilities here at Southland, and so, to move out of the 
women’s ministry role. As a result, we are continuing the transition started two years ago 
with Kristie moving into the lead role of this ministry - still with the help of a ministry team. 
On pages 13-14, Deb and Kristie both share their hearts on this. To reiterate for clarity, Deb is 
not leaving the ministry staff team, just transitioning out of this women’s ministry role. 

Join us in welcoming the Randlemans! 
We have shared about our newly-hired associate pastor, Rick Randleman. We are looking 
forward to him and his family joining the Southland family in the month of June. For details 
about his role and what it will mean for our ministries more generally, you can find that 
information in the previous edition of “The Vine” (see also the special announcement).  

At this point, we are in the phase of preparing for their arrival. If you’ve ever made a move 
with a family, that’s obviously quite a process. Part of what we want to do is to provide a 
warm welcome to them … in practical ways. Should there be specific logistical help that 
they need during this transition, we will communicate that. For now, we want to encourage 
you to join us by participating in a “gift card shower.” It’s a way we can bless them as they 
come to be a part of Southland - from those who are going to benefit from their coming! 

We shared the details of this previously in an e-mail, but we put it 
here again as a reminder. Through June 9 (the Sunday before Rick 
officially starts in his associate pastor role), we are collecting gift 
cards. Think of anything that might be helpful for a family as they 
make a move to a new location. It could be to a restaurant for a meal 
out or to a store to help with supplies needed while making a move. 
The point is to extend to them a generous welcome during this 
season of transition for their family. There is a display in the foyer where you can leave the 
gift cards - a lock box if you are just putting a loose gift card or a basket if you are putting 
the gift card in a greeting card with a note to welcome the Randlemans. 

Of course, one of the ways we can support and encourage them in this time is by praying for 
their house in St. Joseph to sell as well. Please continue praying for that to happen. 

It is an exciting time as we move into this new season at Southland. Thanks - even if in 
advance - for joining us in welcoming the Randleman family to our church family! 
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Two Key Summer “FAMILY” Opportunities at Southland: 
 

We are gathering on Sunday, June 23 at 5pm 
for our 3rd annual “Southland FAMILY 
Picnic.” (Unfortunately, it’s the same time as 
some of our church family will be in 
Guatemala for the upcoming mission trip; 
that’s simply how the calendar fell this year.)  

NOTE:   We are planning to have this as an 
outside event (there will be some 
tables set-up indoors for eating). In 
the event of rain, we will have  plans 
for an inside gathering as well. 

What the church is providing: Grilled hamburgers/hot dogs, buns and fixings - we do need some 
volunteers to grill (bringing your own grill) 

 Drinks, paper products, utensils, etc. 

What we need you to bring:   

We want everyone to bring something else to be shared (pot-luck style). We have broken 
down the list of what to bring accordingly: 

  Last name of A-G  Either veggies, fruit or a salad of some kind  
  Last name of H-N  A dessert  
  Last name of O-Z  1 or 2 large bags of chips  

It would be great if people would bring outdoor games (e.g. washers or bags/“Cornhole”) that 
would be easy to transport and set-up. We will have other outdoor activities happening 
during the evening as well. 

One last thing: we will have some indoor seating for those who need it, but this is an outside 
event (weather-permitting). We do encourage you to bring lawn chairs. 

In part, this will be a fellowship opportunity as we welcome the Randlemans (this is Rick’s second 
official Sunday with us). We hope you and your family join us for this fun time together as the 
Southland family. 

Sunday, August 25 at 5pm - this is still a long way 
off, but make sure you save this date and plan on joining us 
for our 2019 “FLOURISH” gathering.  

Since 2012, this has been an important evening in the life of 
our church FAMILY each year. We share a meal and enjoy the 
time to be together. Of course, along the way, we also reflect 
on what has happened in the past ministry year and prepare 
for where God is leading us as we move ahead. Obviously, much has happened this year; and, much 
is still unfolding. FLOURISH 2019 will again be an important night for the Southland family! 

June 23 5pm at 
Southland 

FLOURISH 2019 

SUNDAY, August 25 

Due to ongoing additions (e.g. 17 newer guests at a recent Discover Southland), 
instead of publishing updates to the previous directory, we decided to work 
towards a new one. Sometime in June or July, we will again make available a draft 
with the contact information we have on file. During that time, please verify or 
correct that information. We hope to have a new edition ready by Flourish 2019. 
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential 
new elders. As with anything, the LEADERSHIP of a church FAMILY certainly 
matters, and the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. Throughout this 
process, we will be using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information 
about how it works and to update you regarding our progress.  

Scripture doesn’t give us specific instructions as to how elders should be appointed. What we do know from the 
NT is that this is a significant responsibility in the life of a church family. Since we strive to allow God’s Word to 
guide what we do and how we do it here at SCC, we strive to view this leadership role accordingly. In fact, as 
we’ve indicated in the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant” (see the “We Do!” section on page 8), we believe 
that the NT identifies the elders of a church as those who collectively share in the ultimate responsibility and 
accountability for a congregation’s spiritual health and well-being. They have a vital role to play in Jesus’ church! 

Here at Southland we use a process for selecting elders that reflects the importance of this role. The purpose 
behind it is NOT simply to choose those men whom we think should lead according to our wisdom. Rather, our 
process is an attempt to recognize those men the Holy Spirit (a) has gifted for such leadership and (b) is calling to 
serve in this capacity at this particular time. In Acts 20:28, we see that whatever human process may be in place for 
a local congregation selecting elders, ultimately the Holy Spirit appoints such leaders. 

As part of this process, we will have elder recommendation sheets available from Sunday, June 2 through 
Sunday, June 16 (they will be at the Welcome Center). During this time frame, we provide Southland members 
with the OPPORTUNITY to identify and recommend potential new elders. Men who feel called to serve and 
desire to do so can even submit their own names. We do encourage you to reflect on the qualities for elders laid 
out in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 as you consider potentially recommending someone. The sheets available 
at the Welcome Center can be used to submit a name (there will be a place to return them right there as well). 

Anyone recommended for this role who also desires to serve will then go through an interview process with the 
current eldership. Because of the importance of the role, we want potential elders to understand the expectations 
that go with this responsibility. We also want to help them clarify whether or not this is God's call for their lives at 
this point. From there, we will proceed through the process with new elders being ready to start serving in this 
capacity beginning in September as we launch our new ministry year. 

Current Elders: Warren Burros, Ernie Emmerton, Terry Ochs, and Bob Wood (going on sabbatical at 
the end of 6 years of service). Pat Little is nearing the end of his sabbatical year off. 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

PROPERTY Update: 
Here are a few items to communicate when it comes to ongoing ramifications from the property sale: 

 We still await news on the end-user(s) that will be utilizing the portion of property we sold. 

 The financial implications continue to be a tremendous blessing. The mortgage impact - both 

the total amount owed and the ongoing payments - is significant; in fact, it’s directly tied to the 

addition of an associate pastor. That’s the MINISTRY and MORTGAGE portion of this. 

 We are making big progress on the MAINTENANCE/IMPROVEMENTS front. If you’ve seen the 

fellowship hall, that work is ongoing (check it out to see the progress if you haven’t already!). 

By the end of June, that work should be completed. When it’s done, the end result will be new 

flooring (even beyond the fellowship hall), repaired/improved ceilings, fresh paint, a revamped 

kitchen and more. Even after this major renovation is done, we are looking at additional 

projects that can receive attention with the funds still available for such purposes. Stay tuned! 
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“THANK YOU” Notes 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
Some VBS-related details … Plans for our 2019 VBS 

(“The Incredible Race”) are underway! This is going to be a great 
opportunity to help our young people see what God’s Word has to say 
about an issue that is certainly quite relevant to events in our world 
today. We are already excited about the week! 

Make sure you mark the dates for VBS: Monday, July 29 
through Thursday, August 1 … 6-8:30pm each evening. 

VOLUNTEERS needed! As always,  to make VBS happen,  we need lots of help in the way of 
volunteers! At this point,  we are especially needing those who will serve as crew leaders.  
Be looking for more information about how to let us know you want to serve in this capacity. Of 
course, if you want to let us know even before then, that would be great as well! 

Help with DONATIONS! During the month of June,  we will put up a display in the foyer.  
It will have information about the specific supplies we are needing for this year’s VBS. 
Especially if you are unable to volunteer during the week (but, of course, even if you are), we 
ask for your help with such donations. We cannot do VBS without all of those who generously 
donate hundreds of needed items for crafts, snacks, games and more. 

 

The 2019 version of the youth yard sale happened in early May. This year’s sale 

again raised over $2,000! That offers some significant help for our high school 

students attending  the “MOVE” conference. Thank you for your generosity! 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). We are in normal groups for Summer 2019. There 

are no specific weeks - until September - when groups will not be meeting. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

We are in the middle of our annual participation in the “BABY 

BOTTLE BOOMERANG” to support the Pregnancy Care Center (see 

page 20 for more details). This fundraiser runs through Father’s Day 

(6/16). Be sure to bring bottles back by that day! 

PROMOTION SUNDAY … Sunday, June 2. This is the day we advance kids 

in our ministries for kids/youth. See page 11 for specific grades that will 

be promoting. 

From June 2-16, we are accepting recommendations for potential new elders (see page 4 for 

more information about this process). Forms are available at the Welcome Center. 

Saturday, June 8 through Friday, June 21 … the Summer 2019 season at 

Maranatha Bible Camp. Check out page 11 for a list of specific dates (listed 

by age/session) and more details related to camp.  

Starting on June 9, we will be ramping up our preparation for our 2019 VBS: 

“The Incredible Race.” Starting on this day, check out the display in the foyer 

for a practical way you can help: donating supplies (more info will be 

communicated there). Also, check out page 10 for details about this year’s 

registration process which is officially open. 

June 9 … please remember to bring gift cards for the Randlemans (see page 2) by this date. 

Sunday, June 16 is Father’s Day. We celebrate our Heavenly Father and thank 

Him for His blessings - including earthly dads. Of course, we do also honor 

dads for their investment, especially those who passed on a legacy of faith. 

Wednesday, June 19 at 6pm … a supper meeting for all grade school VBS rotation leaders.  

Saturday, June 22 through Saturday, June 29 … 2019 Southland mission trip to 

Guatemala with Life of Hope. 

Sunday, June 23 starting at 5pm (until whenever) … our 3rd 

annual “Southland FAMILY Picnic.” See page 3 for more specifics 

about this event. Come join your church family for a night of food, 

fun and fellowship! 
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Other Events (listed by date - continued): 

Thursday, June 27 … youth group (middle school and high school) outing to a Springfield 

Cardinals’ game. See page 12 for details. 

Sunday, July 14 … women’s ministry event: “Summer SUNDAE Sunday.” See page 14 for 

more information. 

Monday, July 15 - Saturday, July 20 … the 2019 “MOVE” conference at 

John Brown University. This is for high school students - those entering 

their freshman year through graduating seniors. 

Monday, July 29 - Thursday, August 1 (6-8:30pm each evening) … these are the dates for our 

2019 VBS. Make sure you have it on your calendar! See page 5 for information about 

donations and volunteering; see page 10 for kid-related information about registering, etc. 

Sunday, August 25 at 5pm … our annual FLOURISH gathering. 

 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) and our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop.” 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any 

staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-

mail access or would rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for May = $34,108 

00 (4 Sundays)    Average weekly tithe = $8,527 

00  

Our total tithe for the ministry year (September 2018 through August 2019) is $332,215 for a weekly 

average that remains a little over $8,500 … this projects to a little under $443,000 for the year. 

Our current position puts us on track for where we anticipated and needed to be for this ministry year and 

through the rest of 2019. Our projected budgetary need for the year is about $420,000 which breaks down 

to about $8,075 each week. This number reflects our current budgetary obligations, but also projects for 
the addition of another staff member in June.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE … May 2019 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot 
of one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

In addition to our online presence (website and Facebook), we do a good 
amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about events, a link to 
“The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not receiving 
such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help 
troubleshoot any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails). 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to 

potentially add (the process begins in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” 

section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. There is a broader 

set affirmed by both elders and staff (we will list those out in next month’s edition). What follows are the 

specific commitments we believe are important for elders to make based on what Scripture teaches. 

ELDERS’ COMMITMENTS: 

 We covenant to embrace the unique and sacred responsibilities entrusted to us by God. The NT 

teaches that churches are to be led by elders — men of character, wisdom and life experience who 

have received this trust from Christ Himself (1 Peter 5:2; see also Acts 20:28). In light of that, 

these leaders are given the primary responsibility and accountability for a local church’s well-being. 

 We covenant to protect against false teachings by guarding the Truth as it is communicated in 

God’s Word. This is one of the consistent tasks of elders in the NT (see Acts 20:28-31; 2 Timothy 

1:13-14 and Titus 1:9). In fact, routinely when the imagery of shepherds is used for elders in the 

NT, the emphasis is on guarding the flock in this specific way - from the threat of false doctrine. 

 We covenant to seek God’s will for Southland as we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

Elders are to serve recognizing that this church (like all churches) is GOD’s flock and CHRIST’s body 

(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter 5:2-3). Together, as a team of shepherds, elders seek 

to discern and discover His leading through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

 We covenant to follow the example and leading of Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, as we care for and 

nurture the congregation as shepherds of His flock. Elders are to serve essentially as what we could 

call “under-shepherds” to Jesus, the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:2-4 & Heb. 13:20). He is both 

our example and the One who directs us in our role as shepherds. 

 We covenant to make decisions based on the long-term health and well-being of God’s people at 

Southland. Part of the shepherding imagery involves guiding and directing the flock. Elders should 

strive to make decisions that will guide God’s flock away from dangers and to what’s best. 

 We covenant to lovingly exercise discipline of members when necessary for the glory of God, the 

good of the one caught in sin and the health of the church as a whole. Christian community 

involves lovingly leading people away from sin and to restoration. Because of that, when it’s 

necessary, SCC elders strive to carry-out this God-given role in as God-honoring a way as possible. 
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What MATTers to me … 
This article is going to be a series of musings and ponderings; nothing cohesively holds these together except for 
the fact that they’re what’s on my mind right now. I start with two major life events in the Martin household 
during May. 

Big Event #1 … for the first time, I sat at a graduation where one of my own children was participating as a 
graduate. You’ve probably heard [I think I may have brought it up a time or two already:)] that Anna graduated 
from New Covenant Academy. For me, it’s been a season of reflection. Where did the time go? How did the one I 
used to call “Punkin’ Head” become ready to head-off to college? Amidst all of the sentiment and nostalgic 
memories, the basic task of parenting was at the forefront of my mind: did we handle this sacred responsibility 
properly? It’s an awesome privilege this stewardship we call parenting. God entrusts children to a set of parents - 
with them comes a calling to which we should be faithful. Kristie and I have certainly worked to be intentional 
about raising all of our kids. We want to ground them firmly upon a foundation of faith in Christ. We want them 
to grow to love and serve Jesus’ church. We want them to find their place in His Kingdom. I’m reminded of words 
from Tony Evans Raising Kingdom Kids study: “Kingdom parenting involves intentionally overseeing the 
generational transfer of the faith in such a way that children learn to consistently live all of life under the rule of 
Christ.” For me, Anna’s graduation became a time to reflect on such things. We are certainly proud of the young 
woman that she has become and we look forward to how God will be working in and through her life. Graduation 
is symbolic of the end of a life stage; something significant seems to happen on the journey to adulthood and 
independence (hence the nose bling she’s now wearing). Yet, while it marks the end, it’s ultimately why we’ve done 
what we’ve done as parents all along the way … because this end is really the beginning of the rest of her story! 

Big Event #2 … another parenting first for us, after having been in several rooms with patients awaiting 
surgeries, a week after Anna graduated, we found ourselves in such a room as parents. Simeon tore his ACL 
playing baseball back in April, an injury that required this surgery. We are blessed that with our 5 kids, this was 
the first one. There has been much about the experience that has been challenging - no one wants to go through 
such an event nor does any parent want to see it happening to their child. Yet, even in the midst of this process 
of a surgery and a long-term recovery that is in the early phases, it is easy to see how God uses such 
opportunities (not causes, but uses). Adversity and difficulties are really certainties on the journey of life. 
However unpleasant they may be, James reminds us that we can respond to them with JOY. It’s a joy that comes 
from knowing that in the midst of such experiences, God is at work shaping and molding us. It’s a joy that comes 
from knowing that the process will lead us to endurance. It’s a joy that comes from knowing that even the most 
difficult circumstances we face are not wasted, but God uses them for our good and for His glory. That certainly 
doesn’t make the challenges any less daunting; but it does certainly help us to look at such things through a 
much different lens - with eyes of faith … whether you’re the child or the parent experiencing the process. 

A look ahead to Rick’s arrival … if there is a word that captures my response during the process of hiring an 
associate pastor, “giddy” might be the one most appropriate. I know, I know, it’s a word you often connect with me 
and my personality, right?! I am grateful for the work of our staff team. That being so, in the midst of the day-to
-day work of ministry, I am excited about having another person sharing in this work. I look forward to Rick 
sharing in some of the preaching responsibilities. I look forward to the ways that his giftedness will be a great 
blessing to our staff, church family and ministries. I look forward to an additional partner who will be a co-
worker in the work of ministry with us as a staff. In many ways, this is a hire that opens up a great door of 
opportunity for the Southland family. It’s so easy to see God’s leading throughout this process. Please do what 
you can to welcome Rick, Anna and their boys as they come to join us. I cannot wait to see what unfolds! 

One last thing … “LIVE OUT: Service Day” has quickly become one of my favorite days of the year. Once again, 
my heart was delighted watching the way the Southland family was active in serving. Scrolling through pictures on 
the “Southland Scoop” page brought a sense of joy and pastoral pride. Well done Southland family! In the end, 
may this not just be a one-day reality; instead, may such serving be a regular part of our life of faith! 
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      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

We are still using the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum. Kids start off in our regular ENCOUNTER 
service with their families before being dismissed at a certain time. 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of June (kids in our 
regular ENCOUNTER service until being dismissed during offering). 

As a REMINDER, “PROMOTION Sunday” is June 2 (see the next page for specifics).  That 
means incoming 1st graders join “Kid ENCOUNTER” on that day while incoming 6th graders 
promote out (they remain in the main service with their families). 

Southland’s 2019 VBS 
Monday, July 29 through 

Thursday, August 1 
Our VBS is in the evenings; this year, we are 

extending the time - from 6-8:30pm. 

VBS is for kids ages 4 through those entering 5th 
grade next school year. We are again having a 

special session for middle school students as well.   

It is also open to kids ages 3 and under who belong 
to those who are volunteering at our VBS. 

For more info, go to https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/. 

Register at https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/register/. 

(You can click on the links directly if viewing this electronically.) 

See the broader VBS note on page 5 for information related to volunteers and donations. 

A note related to our children’s ministry and implications from our new associate pastor’s 
arrival (a reminder) … While we didn’t hire a children’s minister, our recent hire certainly has 
implications for this important area at Southland. During the past year plus, we have had many 
hearts and hands active in this ministry. This includes volunteers working in various aspects such 
as Children of Praise, Cultivate Kids, camp, VBS and weekly Kid ENCOUNTER. It also includes 
the involvement of our whole staff team in different ways. Rick’s responsibilities will include 
taking over the lead of our college-age ministry. As a result of that, Les will shift into more of a 
coordinator role for our children’s ministry. That means he will work with a team to lead, 
organize and carry-out this ministry (still with the help of volunteers, of course). We are 
excited by how adding Rick produces broader positive effects such as this within our ministries! 

file:///C:/Users/matt/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/incredible-race/register/
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With June comes another season of church camp at Maranatha!  

We wanted to provide basic information in one spot as we prepare for this 2019 season. 
Some specific items of note: 

Medication:   Make sure any medication is in the original prescription bottle with dosage information. If you are sending any 
over-the-counter medication, simply write your child’s full name on the packaging. 

What to Pack:   Bible, bedroll, towels, personal grooming items/toiletries, modest swim wear, flashlight, insect repellent, 
sunscreen, rain gear, casual clothing for the week and a bag for dirty clothes. This is just a sampling; the 
camp’s website has even more specifics: http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/what-to-pack . 

Money:   Students should also bring money for canteen ($2 each trip, once a day for younger campers + twice a day 
for 7th and 8th graders).  

 Camp t-shirts are also for sale - generally about $10 (t-shirts can be purchased at the canteen).  
 There will also be an offering to support the specific mission for each session. 

One of the highlights of camp comes at mail time. If you would like to send mail 
to a camper, here’s how: 
 (Name of camper and their session) 
 c/o Maranatha Bible Camp 
 18131 Highway WW 
 Everton, MO 65646 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP SESSION DEPARTURE from Southland RETURN to Southland 

Beginner Camp (K - 1st Grade) 
Saturday, June 8 (the session runs from 9am-4pm) … specific details about 

departure and arrival will be communicated directly to families. 

Kids’ Camp (2nd - 4th Grade) Thursday, June 13 at 9am Saturday, June 15 at 2:30pm 

5th - 6th Grade Camp Sunday, June 19 at 2pm Wednesday, June 12 at 2:30pm 

M.S. Camp (7th - 8th Grade) Sunday, June 16 at 2pm Friday, June 21 at 12:30pm 

This is the time of year that we “promote” kids to their 
next grade level in our ministries. Wnen one school year 
ends, they mentally advance themselves. So, we do too!  

During Sunday School, students entering the following grades move to a new class: 
Kindergarteners (to Room 2)  2nd graders (to Room 3) 

4th graders (to Room 4)   6th graders to the Middle School class (Room 6),  
Incoming freshmen to the High School class (Room 7)  

Graduating seniors to the Launch group (Room 5 - if they have not done so already) 

During “Kid ENCOUNTER” … on June 2, incoming 1st graders also move up to the Great Room 
(younger kids are “promoted” throughout the year according to their birthdays); as a 
reminder, they start in service with their families. In addition to that, new 6th graders remain 
with their families in the ENCOUNTER service starting on that day. 

Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/what-to-pack
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Les’ latest  

Going to church camp can be an exciting time for kids who are eager to explore the great outdoors, make 

new friends and grow in their walk with Christ. Unfortunately, getting ready for “overnight” camp can 

tend to be less fun for parents who are in charge of handling the ever-so-important packing list. Packing 

doesn’t have to be a daunting chore. As you’re doing it, here are a few things to consider (see the previous 

page for a more extensive list of what to send with your camper): 

Consider how long your kid will be at camp to determine the amount of clothing and toiletries they’ll 

need. Also, be sure to include your camper as you pack.  Having their help will likely make them more 

involved and independent. Besides, you want them to know they have more than one pair of underwear 

in their suitcase! It’s also helpful to invest in a label machine. Let’s face it, your child probably isn’t as 

organized as you are. If you want to ensure they’ll come home with all of their gadgets, you’re going to 

want to label everything.  

Two more toiletries-related items: (1) As you’re packing essentials like shampoo, toothpaste and body 

wash, be sure they have something to carry such items - like a bag or shower caddy. (2) One last thing, 

camp showers are gross; so protect your kid’s feet with a pair of inexpensive flip flops to wear. 

middle school AND high school 
Thursday, June 27 - Springfield Cardinals game (meet at SCC 

at 6pm for a 7:10 start time; we will return late evening). 

“Take me out to the ballgame!” Catch some exciting minor 

league baseball as the Cardinals take on the Northwest 

Arkansas Naturals (go Royals!) at Hammons Field. Bring extra 

money for any concessions you may want! 

Tickets are $12. A sign-up sheet is located in the south foyer near the Sunday 
School classrooms for MS and HS; again, this is for both groups. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School 
Middle school parents/students … check out page ___ for more on 

the 2019 camp season at Maranatha. The middle school session (this is 

for kids entering 7th and 8th grades) is June 16-21. 

Also, we are again offering a section for middle school students at our 2019 VBS. Les will lead 

this time that will look much different than the rest of VBS (i.e. more off-site activities). Be 

looking for more information about specific plans for the evenings, etc. 

(You should have received info about what you still owe; check with Les if you haven’t yet.) 

Specifically for HIGH School 
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southlandwomen 
A note from Deb about the transition within the women’s ministry … 

A couple of the things I love most about God are these: His ongoing plan for renewal and the way that He 

sustains what is good and necessary from one season to the next. He positions people and orchestrates 

events so that His purposes are achieved. In God's plan, nothing is static because He knows what needs to 

take place to move forward the “Big Picture” set in motion long before you or I took our first breaths. It is 

both humbling and comforting to know that the God who sits on the throne also reaches down to direct 

our individual lives with purpose and love. 

I have been processing through all of that for some time as I began to sense that my season of leading the 

women’s ministry at Southland was coming to a close. I admit that it was hard for me to imagine the shift 

that this transition would cause in my life. And yet, I knew that God was saying it is time to pass on to 

someone else what He had entrusted to me 16 years ago. One of the lessons I learned early on is that no 

ministry is ours but His; and so, I knew that He already had a plan for renewing and sustaining the 

women's ministry even as He was moving me to a different season. So I began to pray - and watch - and 

listen - and pray.  For over a year I did those things as I waited for God to answer. As often happens, God 

did not send a lightning bolt from the sky with His answer, but He was orchestrating events in another life 

so that she could be positioned to assume this ministry role. I was thrilled when God began to put all the 

pieces of His answer together in my heart and I realized that Kristie is the one to whom He has now 

entrusted this ministry. The transition started with her coming on to share in the role of leading this 

ministry with me; it is ready to take the next step as it becomes her ministry to lead with her own team.  

I am excited to see how God leads Kristie as she steps fully into this new role. Her heart and love for 

women is sincere as is her desire to help them grow in the Lord. She has strong Biblical convictions and 

yet has so much compassion and tenderness toward the struggles that women face. She is a woman of 

prayer and humility. God is so faithful and He has brought forward a wonderful leader to move the 

women of Southland to the next season! 

 

Just to clarify:    As mentioned on p. 2, I am not leaving Southland’s ministry staff team, just transitioning 

out of this specific role within the women’s ministry.  
 

And a note from Kristie … 

I don’t know about you, but I have very often felt unprepared when God has put a “next step” in front of 

me. When I started college, I felt unprepared, yet it happened in a bit of a whirlwind (I’d be glad to share 

the story sometime if you’d like to hear it). I have always been thankful for His faithfulness in that season. 

When I found out we were expecting Anna, I again felt unprepared. I had always wanted to be a mom, but 

at that moment, I felt very overwhelmed. That feeling came with other pregnancies, too; the 

responsibilities of motherhood grew with each child and I felt unprepared. But again, God was faithful.  

When I joined the Southland staff two years ago, I felt unprepared. I had raised my babies for 16 years. 

Would I know how to do the tasks set before me? How would working mesh with motherhood still as my 

primary priority? How would I balance it all? But God has been faithful. And my co-workers have been 

patient. And I have loved serving you, my Southland family.  
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Over the next several weeks, Kristie and the women’s ministry team will be working on plans 
for the new ministry year (starts in September). Be looking for more information. 

As I have been asked to transition to this role of leading the women’s ministry, I again feel unprepared. 

You probably felt that coming, didn’t you? I have listed reasons why I’m not sure I’m the right one for the 

job. I have tried some new roles and felt very ill-equipped. And yet, I have also gone to Scripture and read 

of others who were called to do jobs they felt unprepared and ill-equipped for. Moses, for example, did 

not feel he was equipped to lead the Hebrews out of slavery. He and God went round and round about it! 

Gideon asked God for a sign three times to be sure God was really going to be involved in what he was 

being asked to do. So I suppose I’m in good company as I feel unprepared for the task God has placed 

before me. 

One of the things I have pointed to as something that makes me ill-suited for this job is that I am not by 

nature a leader; I am a follower. I’m the youngest in my biological family and I have become pretty good 

at doing what I’m directed to do. I lead in my home as necessary, but I am more comfortable being given 

directions and then striving to follow them to the best of my ability. I am not a good agenda-setter. I don’t 

really like to “boss” people. But you know what has hit me? Jesus didn’t normally tell people to lead or be 

boss. Oh, He commissioned His disciples at certain times, but do you know what His instructions were 

over and over? “FOLLOW ME.” That is a tall enough order, to follow Jesus. But that is much more my 

comfort zone. I am a follower. I have been called to follow Jesus next to you, and my goal is to do it WITH 

you. Ladies, I want to cheer for you and cry with you and be next to you to encourage you. The whole idea 

of being a “minister” is to be a servant. That’s what I want: to serve you. 

My heart for women’s ministry in general is to foster a community where women are following Jesus 

together, living life side-by-side, making connections, growing in Jesus and growing in love for each other. 

Our culture often makes it challenging to stay near to mothers, grandmother, aunts, sisters and cousins in 

your physical family. But the church as the family of God offers us the opportunity as women to make 

those connections with our sisters in Christ across the stages of life. We work to know and love each other 

so that we can encourage each other as we all strive to follow Jesus together. Where I am weak, you may 

be strong. Where I have experience, you may not yet, and I might be able to make a suggestion. When we 

are struggling, a sister may have a Scripture that speaks to our need and share it with us. We have so 

much to offer each other!  

I am so thankful for my Southland family. I am humbled by this opportunity that has been set before me. I 

have so many flaws and so many “growth opportunity” areas. But I love Jesus and I look forward to 

following Him next to you. And I welcome your prayers as I strive to do just that. He has always been 

faithful, and I know He will continue to be in this season as well! 

We invite you to join other Southland ladies for 
this fun night together. In the midst of summer’s 
heat and hectic pace, we want to provide some 
time to “chill” and enjoy being with one another. 

We will share more details in the next edition of 
“The Vine.” For now, make sure you have the 

date on the calendar and plan to join us! 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Once Upon a Time in a Galaxy Far, Far, Away: Worship through Story-telling” 

“I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. I will ponder all Your 

work and meditate on Your mighty deeds.” - Psalm 77:11-12 

"And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 

they loved not their lives even unto death." - Revelation 12:11 

Stories are great, are they not? One can hear tales of heroic adventures, tragedies, monstrous villains, triumph 

in the face of impossible odds, etc. There is something about stories that causes them to resonate with us 

humans. Hello, Adam “The Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy” back again to talk about … you guessed it – 

stories! You may be wondering, as you do with most of these short articles, what is going on? What does story 

telling have to do with worship? Well God’s Word and Jesus’ teaching are filled with stories. But, that’s not 

what we’re focusing on here. Instead, we’re going to talk about your story.  

TESTIMONY is the word of the day. We Christians tend to use many weird and confusing words, thankfully 

that’s not really the case with this word. Testimony is just a fancy word for your story. The places where you 

have come from, the highs and the lows you’ve experienced – the good and the bad. Our stories define us. 

They make us who we are. They are the way we learned our life lessons. They remind us of how God rescued 

us. In that way, our testimony as God’s people is about His faithfulness.  

“That’s great and all Adam, I have a story, I know it pretty well. What does it have to do with worship?” Good 

question. In life, we come across important points. We run into high points and low points; we travel in the 

valley, climb the mountain tops, and walk the mundane road. What would happen if in all those moments we 

would take time to tell ourselves and others our stories? The stories of God’s faithfulness. Constantly 

reminding ourselves in the good times, the bad times, and the normal times who our King is. How much freer 

would we live life if we always remembered God’s faithfulness to us?  

We sing for a lot of reasons, one of those reasons is to remember. The week-to-week messiness of life often 

takes front and center and we as humans so easily forget. But singing is not only the way we worship, it’s also 

not the only way we can remember. Telling our stories and meditating on God’s faithfulness, and in turn, 

responding with thanksgiving is worship.   

I don’t know where you are in your story today. You could be on a mountain top, in the valley, or in the 

mundane. Some of you I have the pleasure of knowing where you have come from; some of you I sadly do not. 

But in this moment I want to challenge you to look back and see where you have been. It’s one thing to tell 

other people our story, but it’s entirely different to remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness. Both take an active 

effort. So will you take the challenge? Will you be a story teller? 

"I look back over the events of my life and see the hands that carried Moses to his grave lifting me 

out of mine. In remembering, I go back to these places where God met me and I meet Him again. I 

lay my head on His breast, and He shows me the land beyond the Jordan and I suck into my lungs, 

the fragrance of His breath, the power of His presence."  - Rich Mullins 

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

 Adam Faulkner 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

From the end of May through early June, we are in a series of sermons we’re 
calling “REMEMBER this …” We occasionally see God’s Word calling us back 
to certain important reminders. Likewise, this series is an opportunity for us 
simply to highlight some spiritual lessons that are so vital for our journey of 
faith as followers of Jesus. Whether you’re someone preparing to leave the 
nest and go to college or really, whatever your life stage, these sermons are 
designed to call us back to things we need to make sure we don’t forget! 

This series will run through Sunday, June 9 when Alex Cobb wraps it up. After that, we will launch into our main 
Summer 2019 series (the specifics are still being worked through at this time). 

 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

Connect Groups are meeting as normal throughout the Summer (see the flyers in the foyer for specific details 

about these groups). At this point, there are not any Sundays until Labor Day weekend in early September when 
groups will not be meeting. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Wednesday night “CULTIVATE” is done for now as we’ve reached the summer 

season. As we approach a new ministry year (launches annually in September), we 

will communicate more details about our  plans for moving forward.  
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards 

available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 

A couple of specific ways we could use your help in serving: 

Calling any grill masters! We have an opportunity for you. For our “Southland 

FAMILY  Picnic” on Sunday, June 23, we are going to have hamburgers and hot dogs 

as the main food. If you have a grill and would be willing to transport it to help us for 

this event, we would appreciate it. Let the office know and we’ll be in touch. 

Also, we’re preparing for our 2019 VBS: “The Incredible Race” (Monday, July 29 

through Thursday, August 1 … 6-8:30pm each evening). If you are interested in 

serving, please let us know. We are still specifically in need of crew leaders. 

On Sunday, June 2, we are recognizing those who serve 

by teaching in our ministries to kids and youth. It seemed 

appropriate to include those names here as well. 

“THANK YOU” to our regular Sunday School teachers: Kristie Martin (pre-K) … Kristi 

Cribbs, Merilyn Morgan and Sonya Simpson (K/1st grade) … Bob & Liz Wood and Andy & 

Donna Lillard (2nd and 3rd grade) … Ben & Debbie Jennings and Caroline Stewart (4th and 

5th grade) … Lisa Deckard (middle school) … Jared & Sammie Wilson (high school) 

A “THANK YOU” to our main “Kid ENCOUNTER” teachers (grade school) - Les Londeen, 

Matt & Amber Neil, Andy & Donna Lillard, Stefani Hall and Brad & Ashley Worthy. 

One last group, a “THANK YOU” to our main teachers for “L’il Kid ENCOUNTER” (pre-K): 

Sara Emmerton, Kristin Londeen, Cindy McMillian & Andrea Conboy, Brad & Marsha 

Foster and Ted & Gina Orcutt. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 

grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and 

full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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Serving Schedule – JUNE 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

6/2 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

6/9 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) T.B.D. Pat & Debbie L. 

6/16 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

6/23 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) T.B.D. A.J. & Terra G. 

6/30 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

6/2 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Jack & Betty Hein 

6/9 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

6/16 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

6/23 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

6/30 Les Londeen & youth T.B.D. 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

6/2 - 8:50-10:00am 
6/2 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Abbi Miller 

Amanda Miller 
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller 

6/9 - 8:50-10:20am 
6/9 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Debbie Gray 

Cheryl McAnally 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

6/16 - 8:50-10:20am 
6/16 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Jill Cobb 

Stacy Gambill 
Cobb Family 

6/23 - 8:50-10:00am 
6/23 - 10:20-dismissal 

Volunteer needed 
Julie Brothers 

Volunteer needed 
Jay & Amanda Butler + Julie Brothers 

6/30 - 8:50-10:20am 
6/30 - 10:20-dismissal 

Pam Sewell 
Susan Graves 

Joe & Pam Sewell 
Graves Family 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

6/2 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Les Londeen 

6/9 Kristin L. -  Emily W. - Macy S. Matt & Amber Neil 

6/16 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Stefani Hall & helper 

6/23 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

6/30 Ted & Gina O. Les Londeen 



19 

 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. We want to provide you with some specific ways you 

can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

It was another great day of service. Here’s a list of some of what was accomplished 

through the Southland FAMILY (young and old) on that day (this doesn’t include 
other service that was carried-out beyond our specific projects): 

The work of Crosslines was blessed as a group helped with the bags they 

distribute to those in need. 

A group of “Empty Nesters” (and others) blessed one in our Southland family. 

Work was done to spruce-up the Christian Campus House properties. 

Some basic work (i.e. house-clearning tasks) was carried-out to bless the work of Harmony House.  

Residents of the Neighborhoods at Quail Creek were encouraged as a group went to sing with them, serve the 

Lord’s Supper and pray - not to mention some practical acts of service as birdhouses were filled. 

Shoppers were blessed by having a crew swoop in to pay for their groceries. 

Make sure you check out the pictures posted from the day on “The Southland Scoop” - our internal Facebook page. 
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We do want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you. It is a 

commitment that many in the SCC family have made to say they would join others in being ONE 

who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of Christ or disconnected from Him. God invites and 

even calls us to participate in His mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus with others. Indeed, 

each one of us is perfectly positioned in the life of someone else for just such a purpose!   

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE” 

It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering 

ourselves to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

Some specifics of what that means: 

It means being ONE who prays regularly and persistently for that ONE. 

It means being ONE who strives for the good of that ONE – to help see God’s blessings become an 

obvious reality in their lives. 

It means being ONE who looks for opportunities to have faith conversations with that ONE. 

It means being ONE who shares with that ONE the story of Jesus and what He has done (being His 

“witness”). 

It means being ONE whose goal is to help lead that ONE to faith in Christ, even baptizing that ONE into 

Him and helping that ONE grow in Him. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really the 

only way one of our partners can communicate with us. 

Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be June 22-29, 2018. Please be in prayer for the 

group as they continue preparing for this medical ministry trip. Here is the group going:  Sean Falconer, 

Doug & Susan Graves, Kaitlyn Graves, Matthew Graves, Ben Jennings and Terry Ochs. Pray for the logistics, 

but more importantly for the work that will be done through the team! 

We are in the midst of our annual effort to support the Pregnancy Care Center 

called “The Baby Bottle Boomerang.” We do it each year from Mother’s Day 

through Father’s Day. It’s a great way to partner with the PCC in their work of 

“Loving Life.” Whatever we raise goes above and beyond what we regularly give 

to the PCC each month. 

It’s easy to participate: (1) take home a baby bottle (available from Mother’s Day on), (2) 

fill it with cash, loose change or even a check, and then, (3) return the bottle by Father’s 

Day (June 16 this year). We will then turn all of these donations into the PCC. Please join 

us in supporting this great cause! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

