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Indeed, it is true! This time of year
marks the 25-year anniversary for Les
serving at SCC. From a “young-un” to
well … a “not so young-un” anymore!
We want to make sure we acknowledge this
important milestone. So, on Sunday, June 4 we
will be presenting Les with a gift to acknowledge
those years of ministry. It will require your
participation in the weeks to follow. Be looking
for more information about that and join us in
celebrating his service!

What MATTers to Me

Southland kids
News for children/youth
LES’ LATEST + NEWS FOR
m.s. AND h.s. STUDENTS

Encounter
Connect
Grow Deep
Build Up
June serving schedule
Live Out

We will publish the next edition of

The Southland Vine on June 21, 2017.
Upcoming
Leadership Meeting
Thursday, June 15 …
meeting for elders and staff
Our next meeting for all ministry leaders will
be a lunch meeting on Sunday, July 9!!

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017).

A Review of May 7:
We had a “Church FAMILY Meeting” on Sunday,
May 7 after service. It was an opportunity for the
leadership to share a couple of important announcements in the life of the Southland family. We wanted
to make sure we highlighted those issues again in this space of “The Vine.”
The first, a PROPERTY issue as we are looking to sell off some of our property (not anything that is really
used right now, except for some parking in the western portion of our lot) in order to help address our
mortgage debt. To be sure, the biggest chunk of what comes in from any sale will go to the principal,
currently around $1.03 million. Even beyond that, we hope this will free-up more money to be used for
ministry as well as some ongoing upkeep of our current building. Selling portions or our property can help
make this happen through both a potential reduction in our mortgage payment in the short-term as well
as a long-term solution to our debt situation. All of this is especially important as we look down the road
and what interest rates could do when our current 5-year-lock ends (June 2021). We are currently in the
middle of the re-zoning process so the property can be sold. We have also entered into an agreement
with a commercial real estate agent to list the property. From here, we wait to see how it all unfolds.
The second issue is a STAFFING issue as we have hired Kristie Martin for a part-time role to compliment
Debbie Nelson’s new part-time hybrid role. They will co-lead SCC Women’s Ministry as well as carry-out
the overall office/administrative work Debbie had been doing. Within that administrative role, Debbie will
continue with the financial parts and Kristie will pick-up the remaining, non-financial portions. Together,
they will essentially fulfill the job responsibilities Debbie had by herself full-time.
We do still have copies of the letter we sent out electronically with more details about both of these
issues (to make sure it was broadly received, it was mailed to some homes as well). If you are viewing this
electronically, you can also access a PDF of that letter here: LETTER.

One more “STAFFING” Note:
As highlighted on page 1, Les is celebrating his 25-year anniversary of coming on board
as ministry staff at Southland. We will be communicating some information on June 4
about how we want your help in acknowledging this milestone.

Specific upcoming opportunities to experience “FAMILY” at SCC:
Sunday, May 28 at 9:30am (please note the start time!) …

Join us this Memorial Day
weekend for a “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast (much simpler food options than the one back on April 9).
It’s an opportunity to come connect with others in the SCC family.
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More Summer opportunities to experience “FAMILY” at SCC:
We will gather at “Living Memorial Park” (over
by the Nature Center in SE Springfield) on
Sunday, June 25 at 5pm for a “Southland
FAMILY Picnic.” It will be a great time of
fellowship together.
NOTE:

If it happens to rain, the plan will be
to move the gathering here to SCC.
We will communicate such an
adjustment if/as it’s necessary.

The church will provide water bottles, paper products, utensils, etc.

What we need you to bring:
We want everyone to bring their own main course for the picnic (e.g. sandwiches for your own
family, etc. - it is entirely your choice).
We want everyone to also bring something else to be shared. We have broken down the list of
what to bring accordingly:
Last name of A-G
Last name of H-N
Last name of O-Z

Bags of chips to share
Desserts to share
Either some veggies or fruit to share

The park already has some activities, but it would be great if people would bring some outdoor
games (e.g. washers or bags/“Cornhole”) that would be easy to transport and set-up.
One last thing: while there are some picnic tables, we do encourage you to bring lawn chairs.

The evening of Sunday, August 27 …
Make sure you “SAVE the DATE” for FLOURISH 2017.
Each and every year, it’s an important evening in the life
of our church FAMILY (since 2012). As is customary, it will
include dinner and a time of reflecting on both the past
year and what’s ahead. Undoubtedly, there will also be
some fun, maybe even hilarity - some who attended last
year might even have called it “The Time of My Life .”

Beyond those specific events, the Empty Nesters are issuing the entire Southland
family (whoever wants to come) to join them for a few upcoming events:


Sunday, June 4 - A “Swim Party” at Ernie and Charlotte Emmerton’s house. Please bring a
covered dish. Shirley Bloss needs to know by May 28 if you are planning to attend.



Tuesday, June 20 - Going to a “Springfield Cardinals” came. If you are planning to attend, let
Shirley Bloss or Sue Malina know by Sunday, June 11 so they can order tickets.



Friday, July 7 - “Ice Cream Social and Bingo” at church. Wear red, white and blue.
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General Reminders & Information ...
Congratulations to ADDISON

CARMICHAEL

who was immersed into Christ during our ENCOUNTER time
on Sunday morning, May 14!
We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our
newest Southland member: Sherrie

Padgett.

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership
Each year during the Summer months, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new elders for
our church family. Throughout this process, we will be using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information
about how it works and to keep you updated regarding our progress.
Scripture doesn’t give us specific instructions as to how elders should be appointed. What we do know from the NT
is that this is a significant responsibility in the life of a church family. Since we strive to allow God’s Word to guide
what we do and how we do it here at SCC, we strive to view this leadership role accordingly. In fact, as we’ve
indicated in the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant” (see the “We Do!” section on page 7), we believe that
the NT identifies the elders of a church as those who collectively share in the ultimate responsibility and
accountability for a congregation’s spiritual health and well-being. They have a vital role to play in Jesus’ church!
Here at Southland we use a process for selecting elders that reflects the importance of this role. The purpose behind
it is NOT simply to choose those men whom we think should lead according to our wisdom. Rather, our process is
an attempt to recognize those men the Holy Spirit (a) has gifted for such leadership and (b) is calling to serve in this
capacity at this particular time. In Acts 20:28, we see that whatever human process may be in place for a local
congregation selecting elders, ultimately the Holy Spirit appoints such leaders.
As part of this process, we will have elder recommendation sheets available from Sunday, June 4 through
Sunday, June 18 (they will be at the Welcome Center). During this time frame, we provide Southland members
with the OPPORTUNITY to identify and recommend potential new elders. Men who feel called to serve and
desire to do so can even submit their own names. We do encourage you to reflect on the qualities for elders laid out
in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 as you consider potentially recommending someone. The sheets available at the
Welcome Center can be used to submit a name (there will be a place to return them right there as well).
Anyone recommended for this role who also desires to serve will then go through an interview process with the
current eldership. Because of the importance of the role, we want potential elders to understand the expectations
that go with this responsibility. We also want to help them clarify whether or not this is God's call for their lives at
this point. From there, we will proceed through the process with new elders being ready to start serving in this
capacity beginning in September as we launch our new ministry year.
Current Elders: Warren Burros, Darrell Deckard, Pat Little, Terry Ochs, Jay Tyler & Bob Wood. As
Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team. For Warren, this is the end
of a 6-year service term so he will be taking a year sabbatical starting in September.
Our plan is to have a preliminary version of a new “Southland Church Family
Directory” available during the month of June. At that time, we ask that you help us
out by verifying the contact information we have on file. From there, we will hope to
have the new edition ready sometime this summer.
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Each May, our high school youth group holds a
yard sale fundraiser for the students’ trip to the
CIY “MOVE” Conference.

The 2017 sale earned $2,936!
When combined with a generous love offering
given to help students attend the “MOVE”
conference ($1,000), each attendee going with
SCC will save $174 off of the total cost of $304.
Thanks to the Southland family for all you did (e.g. donating supplies and even shopping)
to support our youth and help this fundraiser to be such a success - again!

Sunday Mornings at 9am - What’s Happening ...
During the month of June (remember the breakfast at 9:30 on 5/28) - another session (perhaps a
continuation from May) with your “normal” CONNECT Group, content determined by each group.
For the month of July - a GROW DEEP session with 3-4 Sunday School-like elective classes offered.
We will share details in the next edition of “The Vine” (published 6/21).
For the month of August - “normal” CONNECT Groups with church-wide content.

So you know, we are planning another round of “Cross CONNECT” for the month of November.
We recently sat down with our insurance agent for a regular “review” process. While what we’re
doing has certainly been appropriate, there are a couple of adjustments we are making to put us
in a better positon for such issues moving forward:
1.

Sometime in June, we will be asking any adult who works with our youth and/or children to
fill-out a form so we can do BACKGROUND CHECKS. While the system we’ve had in place
has been effective, it’s a good time to “start fresh” with that process. The easiest way to do
that is to do a check on everyone to make sure we’re up-to-date.

2.

For PARENTS especially … as you likely have seen from what we have asked you to sign for
the camp, we need to adjust our own “Hold Harmless” forms. We have had everyone sign
one specifically for camp (as we will for the MOVE Conference). Beyond that, as we near
the new ministry year, we will have a revamped form for parents to sign for their children
(across the age spectrum). It will have more specific information about the types of events
in which kids might be involved.

To reiterate, this is not because of any problem with our insurance; we’re just wanting to make sure
we are doing things in the best way possible.

Miscellaneous Dates and Events:
As we do each year around this time, we are again participating in
the “BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG” to support the Pregnancy Care
Center (see page 20 for details). This fundraiser runs from Mother’s
Day (5/14) through Father’s Day (6/18). See details in the alcove.
Remember the “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast on Sunday, May 28 at 9:30am (note the
different time for this).
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Miscellaneous Dates and Events (cont.):
As we do each first Sunday in June, we will have our annual
“Promotion Sunday” on June 4. On page 10, we have shared the
specific grades impacted by this (those who will be “movin’ on
up” as they say) in both the 9am and 10:30am time slots.
On Saturday, June 10, the 2017 camp season at Maranatha begins with Day
Camp (kids entering K and 1st grade). The other sessions follow over the next
two weeks. See page 10 for specific camp-related information for all ages.
Sunday, June 18 is Father’s Day. Don’t forget to take the time to celebrate
our Heavenly Father, thank Him for the blessing of earthly dads and honor
those dads for their investment in us, especially those who have faithfully
passed on a legacy of faith.
Sunday, June 25 at 5pm … “Southland FAMILY Picnic” - see page 3 for all the details.
The 2017 MOVE Conference in Warrensburg, MO (for high school youth) will
be Monday, July 17 through Saturday, July 22. See page 12.
Our 2017 VBS is Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27
(from 6-8pm each evening):
Please get the dates on your calendar and
join us as we go through the preparation process. As always, it’s
going to be a great time!
Registration information is on the “SouthlandKIDS” page (p. 9).

Starting 6/11, we will have a display in the foyer with info about
items we need donated (please return by July 9).
As mentioned in the “Church FAMILY” section (see page 3), make sure you have on your
calendar Sunday, August 27 for our annual FLOURISH gathering.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … April 2017
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for April = $38,193 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $7,638 60

The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $300,131 00 ... an average of $8,575 17 weekly.
Projecting that average over 12 months, the estimated total for this ministry year is
approximately $445,900. Our budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (requires an
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are not projected to hit our target as of now. Leadership
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way.
Love Offerings for April = $947 60

PRAYER

To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can send an
e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact Debbie Nelson.
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.”
It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have
made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching
of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?

Because we are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new

elders to potentially add to our team (the process begins in June), it seems appropriate in this “WE DO!”
section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. There is a broader

set affirmed by both elders and staff (we will list those out in next month’s edition). What follows are the
specific commitments we believe are important for elders to make based on what Scripture teaches.
ELDERS’ COMMITMENTS:


We covenant to embrace the unique and sacred responsibilities entrusted to us by God. The NT
teaches that churches are to be led by elders — men of character, wisdom and life experience who
have received this trust from Christ Himself (1 Peter 5:2; see also Acts 20:28). In light of that,
these leaders are given the primary responsibility and accountability for a local church’s well-being.



We covenant to protect against false teachings by guarding the Truth as it is communicated in

God’s Word. This is one of the consistent tasks of elders in the NT (see Acts 20:28-31; 2 Timothy
1:13-14 and Titus 1:9). In fact, routinely when the imagery of shepherds is used for elders in the
NT, the emphasis is on guarding the flock in this specific way - from the threat of false doctrine.


We covenant to seek God’s will for Southland as we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.
Elders are to serve recognizing that this church (like all churches) is GOD’s flock and CHRIST’s body
(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter 5:2-3). Together, as a team of shepherds, elders seek
to discern and discover His leading through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.



We covenant to follow the example and leading of Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, as we care for and

nurture the congregation as shepherds of His flock. Elders are to serve essentially as what we could

call “under-shepherds” to Jesus, the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:2-4 & Heb. 13:20). He is both
our example and the One who directs us in our role as shepherds.


We covenant to make decisions based on the long-term health and well-being of God’s people at
Southland. Part of the shepherding imagery involves guiding and directing the flock. Elders should
strive to make decisions that will guide God’s flock away from dangers and to what’s best.



We covenant to lovingly exercise discipline of members when necessary for the glory of God, the

good of the one caught in sin and the health of the church as a whole. Christian community

involves lovingly leading people away from sin and to restoration. Because of that, when it’s
necessary, SCC elders strive to carry-out this God-given role in as God-honoring a way as possible.
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What MATTers to me …
For every sermon in this “Resurrection POWER,” I have had in mind a certain illustration offered by author
Dallas Willard in his book The Divine Conspiracy. Willard (who passed away back in 2013) wrote this book in
part to highlight the “NEW LIFE” we are called to live in Christ even now! Indeed, everything about Jesus’
message was about bringing the GOOD NEWS not just for eternity, but to revolutionize the way we live our
earthly lives. Here is the illustration - one that fits so well with this theme of the POWER He makes available for
us (my apologies if you’ve heard this before) …
As a child I lived in an area of southern Missouri where electricity was available only in the form of
lightning. We had more of that than we could use. But in my senior year of high school the REA (it
stands for the Rural Electrification Administration) extended its lines into the area where we lived,
and electrical power became available to households and farms.
When those lines came by our farm, a very different way of living presented itself. Our relationships
to some fundamental aspects of life – daylight and dark, hot and cold, clean and dirty, work and
leisure, preparing food and preserving it – [such things] could then be vastly changed for the
better. But we still had to believe in the electricity and its arrangements, understand it [to whatever
degree we must to be able to use it], and take the practical steps involved in relying on it.

Let’s make sure we develop that analogy a little bit. To be honest, it’s hard for me to even fathom life without
the basic reality of electricity. I wasn’t here for the 2008 ice storm and its aftermath, but I imagine that it is the
closest most of us have been to an extended taste of that reality. All I know is how challenging that the normal
rhythm of life becomes when the power goes out at all. But, when that does happen, there is this great relief,
even joy, when it comes back on. It’s hard to fathom discovering all the new possibilities when - for the very
first time - electricity came to be present. What a vast difference it must have made!
It’s a good analogy as we consider this incredible reality that “the same mighty power that raised Christ” is the
power that is in us and for us through the Holy Spirit (I love this prayer in Ephesians 1:19-20!). Whatever it was
that allowed Jesus’ lungs to breathe, heart to beat, and blood to flow again after death, that is the power present
in our lives! While it is already available to those who are in Christ, the reality is that we have to plug-in to it so
that it can be accessed in our lives. It truly is just like the reality of electricity - this power offers us a
fundamentally different way of going about life … but, only if/when we choose to access what He has provided.
As Willard has written it, it’s only when we believe in this power, grasp what it can provide and take the
necessary practical steps involved in using it.
All of this provides an important reminder in the midst of this series. We’re celebrating God’s POWER that is
able to transform our stories, fill us with confidence about what we believe, provide strength for our service and
help us overcome sin (plus more). Without a doubt, these are clear positives, benefits in our lives as we follow
Jesus. And yet, unless and until we access that POWER through the presence of the Holy Spirit, our NEW LIVES
in Christ will continue on remarkably the same as what we might be without Him. Jesus invites us to a radically
different life in Him. What is more, through the Holy Spirit, we have access to all we need to live such a life.
May we be those who choose to plug-in to His POWER!

I thought it important to offer my own brief reflections regarding a couple of staff-related transitions.
First of all, it is a tremendous thing to be able to celebrate Les and his 25 years of ministry here at Southland. To
provide some context, anymore, the national average for a youth ministry is under 3 years. That means that in
the time Les has been here, the average church may have cycled through 8 different individuals. There is much
to be said for longevity; and I am grateful for Les’ heart that has chosen to invest himself for all those years in
the youth of SCC. I certainly hope that this can be a time of reflection on all who have been impacted by his
ministry over those years.
Secondly, because she’s my wife, I have not shared much about our most recent staff addition. But, this much I
know: the heart that Kristie has for Jesus and His church already has been a tremendous blessing to Southland
and will only continue to be in this role. I am grateful we get to add this level of partnership in ministry!
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Current KidENCOUNTER series (now through August 6)
Kids are always dreaming about what they want to be when
they grow up. Whether it’s a fireman, a pro-athlete, a
zookeeper or even a ninja turtle, they all have ambitions to do
something that has purpose and is in some way heroic and
rewarding. This series called “When I Grow Up” explores
several different dream jobs of kids and reflects on how
being a follower of Jesus has its own purposeful, heroic and
even more rewarding qualities!

Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27
(6-8pm each evening)
Our VBS is for all children ages 4 through those
entering the 5th grade (we do also open it up for 3
year-olds from Southland families).

Online registration is now open at
gosouthland.org/vbs.
A VBS “PREVIEW SUNDAY” on June 25 … During our KIDencounter time, we will have a VBS
preview in the great room. We will teach the kids new songs, introduce them to the “Buddies,”
play games, discuss themes for each night and share important details and promo packs they’ll
bring home for parents and friends. We’ll also be including Lil’ KIDencounter during this preview,
so our PreK kids will not miss out!
Also, a DONATION LIST will be available on JUNE 11 … We cannot do VBS without all our
amazing families who generously donate hundreds of needed items for crafts, snacks, games and
more. Beginning June 11, there will be a display located in the main foyer where you can find out
how to help in this way!

Due to various factors, we will again NOT be having our
monthly service at “The Neighborhoods at Quail Creek”
during the month of June (as with May).
Please be watching this section of “The Vine” for
information about the months ahead.
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General News for Children and Youth

Maranatha Bible Camp
With June comes another season of church camp at Maranatha! Since it is
for kids entering Kindergarten through 8th grade, we wanted to provide all
of the basic information in one spot.
This summer’s theme is “David: The King.” Students will enjoy studying through 1 Samuel. David’s story of bravery,
leadership, and even failure and restoration is fascinating. The goal is for campers to see David’s heart and his desire
to serve God. Long-lasting memories will be made around the campfire, powerful messages, worship and small groups.
Some specific items of note:
Medication:
Make sure any medication is in the original prescription bottle with dosage information. If you’re
sending over-the-counter medication, simply write your child’s full name on the packaging.
What to Pack: Bible, bedroll, towels, personal grooming items, modest swim wear, flashlight, insect repellent,
sunscreen and casual clothing for the week. This is just a sampling of what’s needed.
Money:
Students should also bring money for canteen ($2 each trip, once a day for younger campers + twice
a day for 7th and 8th graders). Camp t-shirts are also for sale for $10 (already paid for if pre-ordered
during registration). There will also be an offering to support the specific mission for each session.

CAMP SESSION

DEPARTURE (from SCC)

RETURN (to SCC)

Beginner Camp (K - 1st Grade)

Saturday, June 10 at 9am

Saturday, June 10 at 5pm

Kids’ Camp (2st - 3rd Grade)

Thursday, June 15 at 9am

Saturday, June 17 at 3pm

5th - 6th Grade Camp

Sunday, June 11 at 2pm

Wednesday, June 14 at 3pm

Middle School Camp
(7th - 8th Grade)

Sunday, June 18 at 2pm

Friday, June 23 at 1pm

For grade school sessions, we will send out a reminder for each session (through e-mail and Facebook)
with a link to the packing list and a reminder about the departure/return times.
Also, please be sure to sign and return Southland’s “Minor Participation Authorization and Consent”
form before your child(ren)’s camp session (available in the foyer at SCC).

At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our kids to their
next grade level in our ministries. As soon as one school year
ends, they mentally advance themselves. So, we do too!
During Sunday School, students entering the following grades will move up to their new class:
Kindergarten (to Room 2), 2nd graders (to Room 3), 4th graders (to Room 4), 6th graders to the
Middle School class (Room 6), incoming freshmen to the High School class (Room 7) and
graduating seniors to the Launch group (Room 5).
During “KidENCOUNTER” … incoming 1st graders will move up to the Great Room. Younger kids are
“promoted” throughout the year according to their birthdays.
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Les’ latest
Each year I glance over the calendar to find an available weekend for the annual youth yard sale. Once the
date is set, I continuously pray for cooperative weather and willing volunteers. I know how much it matters.
After all, the effort going into this sale will help our high school students attend the Summer MOVE
Conference, always a highlight of our youth group’s year.
Thanks to the generous amount of donated items, creative maneuvering was required to hide boxes in
storage units, closets and classrooms as we built-up to the sale. Several ladies from our church sorted and
folded hundreds of pieces of clothing. Rainy conditions greeted early morning yard sales and at the end of the
day on Friday, but that didn’t keep people from rummaging through boxes. Overall, the Lord provided clearing
skies and our youth volunteers did a great job continuously moving tables in and out of the building as we
adjusted to the weather conditions.
Fundraising is work, but I’m grateful to announce that this year’s yard sale profited $2,936.15. Thank you for
supporting our youth and making this year’s sale remarkable!

NOTE:

See the previous page for information that pertains to camp (includes middle
school students) and information about “Promotion Sunday.”

Middle School SUMMER Meltdown
Throughout Summer 2017, we have scheduled some periodic activities specifically for
middle school students (incoming 6th - 8th grade students). Of course, this is in addition to
the camp sessions for these students.

Wacky Water Wars (NO COST!)
Wednesday, June 7 … meet at
SCC at 6pm, finished at 9pm
It’s time to form an alliance, refresh strategy and prepare
to get soaked. Invite your friends for a great evening of
water balloons and hilarious games. We’ll also enjoy pizza
and fresh watermelon as part of our time together. Bring a towel and come dressed for a
water extravaganza.

Fun Acres & Andy’s Custard
Wednesday, June 28 … meet at SCC
at 6pm, finished at 9pm
Alright kids, we’re having dessert for
dinner! Test your skills on Fun Acres mini
golf course then cool off with a delicious
custard creation. Sounds like a great night!
Golf is covered, just bring money for
Andy’s Custard.

Other Upcoming “M.S.
Meltdown” Events:
Sunday, July 9
Movie Night: Despicable Me 3
Sunday, August 6
Marathon Game Night

Mark your calendars for these
dates and plan to join us!
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Senior High SUMMER Sizzle
All kinds of things happen through the months of June, July and August: summer school,
band camp, part-time jobs, practices, as well as family vacations. While all of these
things are great, we want to give you an opportunity to connect with others in the youth
group, have some fun and be refreshed in the Word. Join us this summer for “Senior High
Sizzle.”

Getaway Golf
Sunday, June 11
Meet at SCC @ 6:00pm
Bring $6 for admission as well
as money for food.
Getaway Golf takes an engaging, interactive spin on miniature golf. This one-of-a kind
park is themed around travel, showcasing landmarks in the United States and around the
world. You’ll play in replications of the Great Barrier Reef, the Grand Canyon and even
the Eifel Tower. This isn’t just miniature golf, it’s an adventure!

Other Upcoming “Senior High Sizzle” Events
Friday, July 7 … Springfield Cardinals Game
Sunday, July 16 (the night before the MOVE Conference) ... Sand Volleyball & Pizza
Sunday, July 30 … Game Night at the Londeen’s house
More information about these events will be available in the next edition
of “The Vine,” for now, mark the dates down and plan on joining us!

Senior High MOVE Conference
The annual MOVE conference is about hundreds of high school
students engaging with God’s Word, sharing in Christian
community and learning about living out faith in Christ. Of
course, students not only study and worship together, they also
spend quality time with their youth groups. The week typically
features a worship band that is nationally-recognized and inspiring nightly speakers.
MOVE is more than just another conference or camp; it’s an experience!
MOVE Conference checklist:
1.

Watch your email for the online MOVE conference release form.

2.

Watch your mail box for Southland’s release/consent form.

3.

All balances are due Sunday, June 25 (amounts due will be communicated).

4.

We will leave from SCC at 9am on Monday, July 17 for the University of Central
Missouri in Warrensburg, MO and return late morning on Saturday, July 22.
12

southlandwomen
There are times when it is especially appropriate to acknowledge and give public recognition to those who strive to
faithfully carry out the work of ministry. As we come to the end of another school year, so too do we come to the
end of a “ministry year” for 3 ministries under the umbrella of southlandwomen. By and large, the women leading
these ministries do so without much applause. And yet, so much of what they do is reflective not only of
southlandwomen, but of Southland as a whole. That is why I want to take this opportunity to recognize them – not
only for what they do, but also for the heart behind why they do it.
Ashley Worthy has been at the helm of “Box Top Girls” for two years now. After having worked a full week at
Mercy, she still manages to come to our monthly Friday night meetings prepared and full of enthusiasm. There have
even been times when she has been traveling for work just prior to a meeting night, and yet, she comes in with
everything prepared so the night is special for the girls and moms/grandmas who attend. Even before the last
meeting of the year, she was planning and looking forward to next year’s theme and how to integrate Scripture into
the hearts of our young ladies. Ashley’s own heart to lead and mentor is obvious as she interacts with the girls,
always taking into account each girl’s special gifts and personalities as she talks to and loves on them. She has a
unique way of knowing without being told, which of the girls is having a hard evening and in need of some extra
attention. She also has a way of expressing love the way Christ did – unconditionally, but with challenging
accountability. One of the signs of a good leader is their ability to motivate others and to assemble a team who
shares their vision. Under Ashley’s leadership, a team of six very special women have come together to teach the
girls during class time. It is a credit to Ashley’s ability to express her heart in such a compelling way that these
women – none of whom have daughters Box Top Girl age – have adopted, owned and helped carry-out the vision. I
do appreciate all the ways Ashley has taken the reins of this ministry and made it her own even as she prays about
how to best lead. It has been a wonderful thing to watch our young ladies grow in their knowledge and
understanding of the Lord under her leadership.

For a few years now, Debbie Jennings has faithfully led “Mom’s Set Apart.” Debbie’s desire to reach out to women
who have by and large chosen to stay home with their children flows from her personal experience of all the joys
and challenges that go along with such a decision. As a woman who has had a career and then chosen to step away
from that as children came along, Debbie has a keen understanding of the issues that can swirl around in the heart
of a woman who makes that choice. It is clear that Debbie believes that God’s Word is the source of answers for not
only the heart struggles these moms face, but also for the practical struggles they must navigate such as discipline,
family dynamics and even things like time management. Each year, Debbie prayerfully chooses a subject and
curriculum, always striving to choose one that will help the women be better wives and/or moms. It’s obvious that
she believes homes, marriages and relationships can be impacted as women are equipped with practical truths
from God’s Word. For those women who are struggling, she is a wonderful role model for them to look to and seek
advice from. With wisdom beyond her years, Debbie has blessed many women – even outside of Southland –
through her leadership of MSA.
Kristie Martin was instrumental in the creation and design of what is now “motherhood.inspired.” About 4 years
ago, we saw the need to have a ministry similar to MSA (Moms Set Apart), but geared toward moms who work
outside the home. Realizing that these moms struggle with many layers of emotions stemming from the choices
that arise from having to balance everything in life, “MSA Nights” was designed to help equip women to deal with
those issues. Kristie has a heart to help women realize that their identity and value is not based on what they do for
a living, but rather who they are in Christ. While started under the MSA label, Kristie gradually realized that these
moms didn’t need a curriculum to follow; they simply needed a place to share life and get encouragement in a way
that was different from the morning group. After a full day at work, these women want a safe place to process life
and receive helpful perspectives from God’s Word. So, under Kristie’s guidance, MSA Nights has become
“motherhood.inspired” – such a place where women with children of any age can come to find encouragement and
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and support in a more relational setting. Her leadership of this ministry has certainly created a place where women
can come and share their burdens and leave confident in the fact that they are not alone in them.

In addition to those ministries coming to an end with the school year, there are others under the southlandwomen
umbrella that continue year round. I want to make sure to highlight the leaders of these as well as they work
diligently in carrying-out their own roles.
As leader of “Team Cuisine,” Charlotte Emmerton organizes our meal teams. This ministry provide meals
for families when it would be helpful based on life situation – whether it be a celebration or a challenge.
Charlotte’s heart is to serve those in the Southland family through meeting this very basic need. Through her
leadership of this team, she has helped the SCC family to be a blessing to our own.
As leader of the “Nursery Ministry,” Amanda Miller works with our volunteers to schedule and equip them
to provide care for our youngest ones at Southland. This role also means being able to fill-in at a moment’s
notice even beyond the times she might be scheduled to serve herself. We certainly value those who love
on our kiddos here and the role Amanda plays in leading that team.

As leader of the “Pre-K Ministry,” Sara Emmerton helps to coordinate the “Li’l KidENCOUNTER” time (ages 3
through K during our 10:30 time slot). This involves curriculum organization as well as some of the
scheduling. She also takes a lead role in planning special lessons for special occasions throughout the year so
that God’s Word comes to life for those in this ministry.
So, as you read this, you see that southlandwomen is not just my ministry but it is truly the Lord’s, and He has gifted
and equipped capable women to lead the various ministries under its umbrella. Of course, besides these specific
leaders, there are other women who choose to come alongside our team for a special event or purpose. They pray,
teach, mentor and work – not for their own glory – but for His and for the good of all the ladies He has entrusted to
Southland (and even beyond!). I am so grateful for the hearts of these women, women who see the value in
investing in the lives of their sisters in Christ and who willingly sacrifice free time to make that happen. For sure,
they are a huge part of the reason I can say that leading the women of SCC has been such a huge blessing in my life.

SOMETHING NEW
FOR THE SUMMER!
BIBLE STUDY & LUNCH
By popular demand of the normal Tuesday morning crew, we will be trying
something new for Ladies Bible Study this summer. During the month of June we
will meet on Tuesday mornings at 10:30 for a time of prayer and study. Each
week will be led by different women covering different topics.
We thought it would also be fun to have everyone bring a sack lunch to eat
during our time together.
We will have childcare for these sessions – so bring a sack lunch for your kids too!
Moms Set Apart, motherhood.inspired and BTG will all resume in September.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

An Excerpt on Worship from My Utmost for His Highest
(I found these good words on worship from Oswald Chambers and thought them worth sharing - Jon)
[Abraham] moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel,
and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east;
there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. —Genesis 12:8
______________________________________________________________

W

orship is giving God the best that He has given you. Be careful what you do with the
best you have. Whenever you get a blessing from God, give it back to Him as a lovegift. Take time to meditate before God and offer the blessing back to Him in a
deliberate act of worship. If you hoard it for yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the
manna did when it was hoarded (see Exodus 16:20). God will never allow you to keep a
spiritual blessing completely for yourself. It must be given back to Him so that He can make it
a blessing to others.
Bethel is the symbol
of fellowship with
God; Ai is the
symbol of the world.
Abram “pitched his
tent” between the
two. The lasting
value of our public
service for God is
measured by the
depth
of
the
intimacy of our
private times of
fellowship
and
oneness with Him.
Rushing in and out
of worship is wrong every time — there is always plenty of time to worship God. Days set apart
for quiet can be a trap, detracting from the need to have daily quiet time with God. That is why
we must “pitch our tents” where we will always have quiet times with Him, however noisy our
times with the world may be. There are not three levels of spiritual life: worship, waiting, and
work. Yet some of us seem to jump like spiritual frogs from worship to waiting, and from
waiting to work. God’s idea is that the three should go together as one. They were always
together in the life of our Lord and in perfect harmony. It is a discipline that must be
developed; it will not happen overnight.
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
Through Sunday, June 4, we are continuing on in our “Resurrection
POWER” sermon series. As we’ve seen throughout this series, it’s based
on the language of Ephesians 1:19-20 (the text and theme we looked at
on Resurrection Sunday) where Paul writes that “the same mighty power
that raised Christ” is in us and for us who believe in Him. Each week in
this series, we are building on that text as a foundation as we consider
specific ways His “Resurrection POWER” can make a difference in our
lives. It’s more than just “knowing” about this reality intellectually; it’s
about experiencing the reality of this POWER at work in and through us.
As a result of this series, we want to be even more plugged-in to what has been made available to us through our Risen
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as well as His Holy Spirit inside of us.
Remaining sermons in this series:
Sunday, May 28 (Memorial Day weekend)
Sunday, June 4

POWER to defeat the enemy of death
POWER to persevere in our spiritual struggle

Les Londeen will be preaching on Sunday, June 11.
On Sunday, June 18, we will launch into a series we’re calling “You’ve
Got Questions.” Typically, we preach in a series that revolves around a
certain portion of Scripture or theme. In this series, what will unite the
various sermons together is this common feature: we’re looking at answers
from God’s Word to YOUR specific questions.
Starting on Sunday, June 4, there will be a display in the auditorium
where you will be able to submit questions to potentially be used. The
best questions for this series will go something like this: How would
God’s Word instruct us to respond to ________ (a specific life
circumstance)?” or “What does God’s Word say about _______?” or even “Why does God’s Word teach that
________?” With each question selected, our goal will be to package the Biblical content available in the most effective
way. While all questions will be considered, we will be limited by the number of weeks we have available (the series will run
from June 18 through sometime towards the end of July). In some way, we will try to address questions that are unanswered in this series. Just remember, along the way in such a series, “You asked for it !”

How to listen to content you may have missed ...
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added.
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen.
Just a note:

ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the
“Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for).
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in CONNECT Groups …
For the month of June, we will be in a session with our “normal” groups - the curriculum might be a carry-over
from May or something new. Here is a list of our groups, along with their PRIMARY demographic feature
(just offered as a suggestion for where you might fit best, not as a rule) and where they meet:
LAUNCH - for college-age and young adults. This group meets in Room #5.
The BRANCH - for parents with younger children (grade school and below). This group meets in the
southeast corner of the auditorium.
The REFUGE - for parents of those who are middle school and high school students. This group meets in
the Gathering Room.
FREE at LAST - for those who are still mainly in a career, but no longer at the child-raising stage. This
group meets in the Great Room.
EMPTY NESTERS - for those who are mainly in the retirement stage of life. This group meets in the
Fellowship Hall.
All of these groups meet at 9am on Sunday mornings. For more information about these groups, see the
display in the foyer where we have flyers available with information about the CONNECT Group concept
more broadly and specifics about each of our groups.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each one is somewhat unique in its
format, they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

PLEASE NOTE: During the month of July, we will be offering a 5-week “GROW DEEP” session
during the 9am time slot in place of CONNECT Groups (more of a traditional “Sunday School”
format). It’s a good time to do that when CULTIVATE isn’t meeting. We will have 3-4 electives from
which you can choose. The specifics will be communicated in the next edition of “The Vine.”
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY
We are in the midst of preparing for our 2017 VBS that’s coming-up in July
(7/24 through 7/27, 6-8pm each evening). This year, it’s called “Maker
Fun Factory - Created by God, Built for a Purpose.” If you aren’t
already on board, talk to Jon to find a place where you can serve at VBS!
Also, even if you cannot help during VBS, check out the display that will be
up in the month of June highlighting some items we need to have donated.
If it’s true of you - that you LOVE yard work (and even if it’s not, but
you’re willing to help), we could use some extra help within our grounds
ministry. So far, we have made our way through this season thanks to the
help of some willing to serve in this extra way. But, we still are needing
volunteers to serve in any capacity with mowing various areas of our
property (i.e. the main lot, the playground area, the south field, etc.), weed-eating plus other
“beautification” type tasks. Please let the office know if you are willing to help.
If you are willing to step-up and help within the Kitchen Ministry, that would be a great help in
this season of Debbie Nelson’s transition. This involves everything from purchasing food and
supplies to helping with meal preparation for church-wide events like CULTIVATE, etc. If you
are willing to serve in any capacity within this ministry team, please contact Debbie.
At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can
serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing
areas of service where the SCC family needs help.
THANK YOU to Katy Carmichael for her extra work on “The
Vine” over the past few years. This is the last one she is able to
help with, so we wanted to make sure we said THANKS!
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SERVING SCHEDULE – June 2017
Greeters
6/4/17
6/11/17
6/18/17
6/25/17

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

|—–——— Jay and Kim T. ——–——|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)
Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Jerry & Brenda D. (10:15-10:40)

Pat and Debbie L.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Jack & Betty Hein

6/25/17

6/4/17 - 8:50-10:20am
6/4/17 - 10:20-dismissal
6/11/17 - 8:50-10:20am
6/11/17 - 10:20-dismissal
6/18/17 - 8:50-10:20am
6/18/17 - 10:20-dismissal
6/25/17 - 8:50-10:20am
6/25/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Debbie N.

|—–———— Debbie N. ———–——|

6/4/17
6/18/17

Steve and LeeAnn M.

|—–——— Bob and Liz W. ——–——|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Communion Preparation
6/11/17

Ben and Debbie J.

|—–——— Bill and Pam F. ——–——|

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Jill Sims
Susan Graves
Amanda Miller
Debbie/Kayla Gray
Cheryl McAnally
Jenelle/Kira Smith
Lacey York
Amanda Butler

Jill Sims and Dorothy Snow
The Graves family
Amanda Miller and Stacy Gambill
Cody & Richelle Graves (and D./K. Gray)
Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally
Cobb Family (and J./K. Smith)
Carissa Virtue and Lacey York
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller (and A. Butler)

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

6/4/17

Brad & Marsha F. - Alexis S.

Andy & Donna L. - Anna M.

6/11/17

Kristin L. - Emily W. - Jeremiah S.

Matt & Amber N. - T.B.D.

6/18/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Ezri S.

Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L.

6/25/17

Sara E. - Megan M. - Lizzie K.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
The G:610 Ministry will have a ministry team meeting on Thursday, June 22.
If you would like to join the G6:10 team in their work as they help us LIVE OUT our faith (especially through our local
ministry partners), please feel free to join them for this time of planning and organizing.
From Mother’s Day through Father’s Day each year, we participate in a
fundraising effort to support the Pregnancy Care Center called “The
Baby Bottle Boomerang.” It’s a great way for us to partner with the PCC
in their work of “Loving Life.” Each of the past two years, we were able
to raise over $900 for their ministry efforts - that goes above and
beyond what we regularly give to the PCC each month.
It’s easy for you to participate: (1) stop by the alcove and grab one of the baby bottles to take
home (available since Mother’s Day), (2) fill it with cash, loose change or even a check and
then (3) return it on Father’s Day (June 18). We will then turn all of these donations into the
PCC. Please join us in this effort of supporting a great cause! For more details, check out the insert we have made
available in the alcove.
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates, when available, in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
Check out CICM’s website at www.indiamission.org for more information about some of the
global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at Southland. Also, you can view the 2016
annual report from CICM’s website (www.indiamission.org/2016annualreport) or by simply
clicking here LINK).
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through
our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
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