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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.

What’s Inside …

a time of food, fellowship and
fun with the church FAMILY
See page 3 for all the details about this evening,
including what the church will provide and
what you need to bring.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on June 20.

An UPDATE on the PROPERTY SALE:
“CLOSING Soon!” (the sale, that is)
We don’t have an actual closing date
quite YET(!), but things are certainly
moving toward that end very quickly (it’s supposed to be in
mid-June). In fact, by the next edition of “The Vine,” the sale
should be finalized. We are certainly excited about this GOOD
NEWS! Check out p. 4 for more details about this process.

A Church FAMILY Breakfast
(donuts and pastries) at
9:30am on Sunday, May 27.

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center .

Regarding the current STAFF TRANSITION within the SCC FAMILY ...
Sunday, May 20 was an important day in the Southland FAMILY as we said our “Farewell!” to
Jon and Katy Carmichael plus their kids. Thanks to everyone who helped to send them on their
way to Wichita with God’s blessings. They have certainly made an impact on us.
Of course, their departure means we find ourselves in a time of staff transition - properly
sending them off is just the first phase of it. Without a doubt, everyone in the church FAMILY
matters. It’s why seeing anyone leave is hard (like a Sherri Padgett, she also recently moved
away). And yet, when it involves a staff member, it has a far more obvious impact. That’s why
within this section of “The Vine,” it’s appropriate to share information about this transition that
will impact the Southland FAMILY.
As mentioned in the previous edition of “The Vine,” we are working through this transition with
both a “SHORT-TERM” and “LONG-TERM” plan. Check out the “Southland KIDS” page (p. 9)
and the “ENCOUNTER” page (p. 15) for more specifics on how this is being fleshed out within
Jon’s two primary areas of ministry.
For the SHORT-TERM, between the volunteers on the ministry teams Jon was leading and
our remaining staff, we are working to continue these areas of ministry in a normal way as
much as possible (e.g. with “Kid ENCOUNTER,” camp, VBS, the worship team, the Branch,
etc.). This will be our plan over the next few months. There is only one exception to this
approach. It looks like we will be able to add from the outside an intern for the summer
who will help specifically with the worship team. We are grateful that God has opened this
door for us at this time. More details will be communicated as that unfolds.
For the LONG-TERM, we find it unlikely that we will find a single staff member who can
effectively take over all the roles that Jon played, specifically leading the worship ministry
and the kids’ ministry. That will impact our approach when it comes to hiring another staff
member. In addition to those specific roles, we are also evaluating our overall ministry. We
want to identify other areas where we might especially benefit from having a staff member
who owns those. It’s a matter of how to shape the staff based on our current realities. The
bottom line is this: for now, we are still considering where things are as we seek God’s
leading for what comes next. Part of the whole conversation involves the sale of the
property. Once that is finalized, we will have a better idea of where we are from a
financial/budgetary sense.
Even as you pray for the Carmichaels as they move to Wichita, please continue to be in prayer
for the Southland FAMILY about this transition overall. We look forward to where God continues
to lead us as we continue to strive to be faithful to the work He’s given us to do!

An update for the SCC FAMILY: Each May, our high school youth group holds a
yard sale fundraiser for their trip to the CIY “MOVE” Conference.

The 2018 sale earned over $2,600!
Thank you to all in the SCC FAMILY who helped make this possible by donating supplies, shopping,
etc. When combined with a generous love offering given to help students ($1,000), it will all certainly
reduce the cost for those who are attending.
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Important Summer “FAMILY” Opportunities:
Sunday, May 27 at 9:30am - as mentioned on the front page (and as we’ve been communicating),
we will have a church FAMILY breakfast on Memorial Day weekend. If you’re still in town for this
weekend, join us for a more relaxed time of sharing together.
We will gather at “Living Memorial
Park” (it’s located by the Nature Center in
SE Springfield) on Sunday, June 24 at 5pm
for a “Southland FAMILY Picnic.” It will be
a great time of fellowship together.

NOTE:

What the church will be providing:

In the event of rain, the plan will
be to move the gathering to SCC.
We would use our normal means
of communication to spread the
word about any adjustment.

Hot dogs, buns and fixings (Of course, you are more than

welcome to bring your own main course if you prefer.)
Water bottles, paper products, utensils, etc.
What we need you to bring:

We want everyone to bring something else to be shared (pot-luck style). We have broken
down the list of what to bring accordingly:
Last name of A-G
1 or 2 large bags of chips
Last name of H-N
A dessert
Last name of O-Z
Either veggies, fruit or a salad of some kind
The park already has some activities, but it would be great if people would bring some
outdoor games (e.g. washers or bags/“Cornhole”) that would be easy to transport and set-up.
One last thing: while there are some picnic tables, we do encourage you to bring lawn chairs.
We do look forward to our partners in North Africa (their whole family) being with us for this
evening - fitting as they are part of the Southland FAMILY as well!

Sunday, August 26 at 5pm - this is still awhile away at the
very end of the summer, but we want to make sure you save the
date for our 2018 “FLOURISH” Gathering.
Since 2012, this has been an important evening in the life of our
church FAMILY each year. Part of the evening is about being
together as a church family as we share a meal and enjoy time
with one another. Of course, along the way, we also spend some
time reflecting on where things are at Southland. We look back to what has happened in the past ministry
year, especially making sure to celebrate the good that has happened. We also look forward to where God
is leading as we move ahead. Obviously, between the sale of some property and the staff transition with
Jon, there are significant events that have taken place; even more, they are events with key implications
for the Southland FAMILY as we move ahead. FLOURISH 2018 will again be an important night!
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential
new elders. As with anything, the LEADERSHIP of a church FAMILY certainly
matters, and the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. Throughout this
process, we will be using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information
about how it works and to update you regarding our progress.
Scripture doesn’t give us specific instructions as to how elders should be appointed. What we do know from the
NT is that this is a significant responsibility in the life of a church family. Since we strive to allow God’s Word to
guide what we do and how we do it here at SCC, we strive to view this leadership role accordingly. In fact, as
we’ve indicated in the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant” (see the “We Do!” section on page 7), we believe
that the NT identifies the elders of a church as those who collectively share in the ultimate responsibility and
accountability for a congregation’s spiritual health and well-being. They have a vital role to play in Jesus’ church!
Here at Southland we use a process for selecting elders that reflects the importance of this role. The purpose
behind it is NOT simply to choose those men whom we think should lead according to our wisdom. Rather, our
process is an attempt to recognize those men the Holy Spirit (a) has gifted for such leadership and (b) is calling to
serve in this capacity at this particular time. In Acts 20:28, we see that whatever human process may be in place for
a local congregation selecting elders, ultimately the Holy Spirit appoints such leaders.
As part of this process, we will have elder recommendation sheets available from Sunday, June 3 through
Sunday, June 17 (they will be at the Welcome Center). During this time frame, we provide Southland members
with the OPPORTUNITY to identify and recommend potential new elders. Men who feel called to serve and
desire to do so can even submit their own names. We do encourage you to reflect on the qualities for elders laid
out in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 as you consider potentially recommending someone. The sheets available
at the Welcome Center can be used to submit a name (there will be a place to return them right there as well).
Anyone recommended for this role who also desires to serve will then go through an interview process with the
current eldership. Because of the importance of the role, we want potential elders to understand the expectations
that go with this responsibility. We also want to help them clarify whether or not this is God's call for their lives at
this point. From there, we will proceed through the process with new elders being ready to start serving in this
capacity beginning in September as we launch our new ministry year.
Current Elders:

Darrell Deckard (end of a three-year term), Ernie Emmerton, Pat Little (going on
sabbatical at the end of 6 years of service), Terry Ochs, Jay Tyler (end of a three-year
term) and Bob Wood. As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.
Warren Burros is an elder nearing the end of his sabbatical year off.

A PROPERTY Update:
We have been using this space to provide regular updates regarding the sale of a
piece of our property . It is the Northwest portion of our lot, covering the west part
of our parking lot - extending a little further south - and bordering Republic Road.
The lot we’re selling is made up of the pieces labeled as “1a” and “1b” on the map.
As mentioned on the front page, we are moving along toward closing. The sidewalk issue is being
resolved between the buyer and us. All of the final easements, agreements, etc. are being hammered
out. By the time we publish the June edition of “The Vine,” we should be past closing! Then, we will
address the 3 “M’s” we have mentioned: our Mortgage reduction, Maintenance projects and Ministry.
We are grateful for the ways God has been at work in this process - once the deal is done, we’ll share all
the great ways He has been at work! Please keep praying as we near the end of this process.
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Other general Reminders & Info …
As mentioned in the previous edition of “The Vine,” we have been hosting
the Park Crest Daycare and Preschool since May 7. They are here through
mid-July as they await for their new home to be completed (the former
Palace movie theater). It has obviously produced an increased level of
activity during the weeks. Of course, part of why this works is because it is
a slower ministry season for us. It also has meant that you have likely noticed more things in
the classrooms and around the building. Their staff has worked hard to be good towards the
church family as they go through a weekly transition at the end of each Friday. Let’s continue
to be good hosts to them by being welcoming and respectful of them for the time they are
here in our building.

What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine” (plus in other places), but this is an effort to consolidate things.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
At 9am, we typically have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School
classes for kids and youth through high school). Things will be different on 5/27
(Memorial Day weekend - breakfast at 9:30am). Beyond that, groups will meet as
normal throughout the month of June.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time
when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See page 15 .

Other Events (listed by date):
We are in the middle of our annual participation in the “BABY BOTTLE
BOOMERANG” to support the Pregnancy Care Center (see page 20 for
more details). This fundraiser runs from Mother’s Day (5/13) through
Father’s Day (6/17). Be sure to bring bottles back by that 6/17 date!
During the month of June, we are ramping up our preparation for our 2018
VBS:
(VBS runs from the end of July
into early August). Starting on June 3, check out the display in the foyer for a
practical way you can help - donating supplies (more info is communicated
there). Also, check out p. 9 for details about this year’s registration process.
PROMOTION SUNDAY … Sunday, June 3. During the month of May (and in
the next edition of “The Vine”), we will be sharing what grades will be
promoting in our ministries for kids/youth. See p. 10 for more details.
Sunday, June 3 (5pm until the game is over) … Springfield Cardinals game for middle school
and high school youth. See page 12 for more details about this event.
Tuesday, June 5 (10am) + every Tuesday in June … a new Ladies’ Bible Study session. See
page 14 for all of the details for this session (hosted off-site).
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.):
Saturday, June 9 through Friday, June 22 … the Summer 2018 season at
Maranatha Bible Camp. Check out page 10 for a list of specific dates (listed by
age/session) and more details related to camp.
Wednesday, June 13 at 6pm … meeting for those going on the Guatemala trip with Life of
Hope this September. Devin will be here to help continue the preparation process.
Thursday, June 14 at 6pm … G6:10 Ministry Team meeting.
Friday, June 15 from 6-9pm … “World Cup … of Ice Cream” event for middle school students
(those entering 6th-8th grades). See page 11 for more specific details.
Sunday, June 17 is Father’s Day. Don’t forget to take the time to celebrate
our Heavenly Father, thank Him for the blessing of earthly dads and honor
those dads for their investment in us, especially those who have faithfully
passed on a legacy of faith.
Sunday, June 24 starting at 5pm … our 2 nd annual “Church FAMILY Picnic” (see p. 3 for more
specifics about this event).
Friday, June 29 from 1-8pm … high school trip to White Water. See page 12 for details .
Monday, July 9 from 1-5pm … middle school trip to the Republic Aquatic Center (see p. 11).
Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14 … the women’s ministry trip to the “Beth Moore Live”
conference in Columbia, MO.
Monday, July 16 through Saturday, July 21 … the 2018 edition of the
“MOVE” conference in Warrensburg, MO for those entering their freshman
year through graduating seniors. The theme this year is “CONTRAST.”
Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 (6-8pm each evening) … these are the
dates for our 2018 VBS. Make sure you have it on your calendar! Check out page 9
for more details.
Sunday, August 26 at 5pm … our annual FLOURISH gathering.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … April 2018
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for March = $35,846 00 (5 Sundays)
Average weekly tithe = $7,169 20
Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through April) is $297,450 for a weekly average of
$8,498 57. Projecting that out, it puts us on pace for an annual total of $442,000.
Leadership has long targeted June 2018 as a key month as that is when the property sale is supposed to go
through bringing mortgage relief. With the daycare income as well as the lower staff expenses for the time
being, we are in great shape through the end of this fiscal year. We are grateful to God for the way He
navigated us through this time, supplying what was needed along the way for us to manage our way through
to this point. Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving!
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.”
It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have
made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching
of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?

We are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to

potentially add (the process begins in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!”
section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. There is a broader

set affirmed by both elders and staff (we will list those out in next month’s edition). What follows are the
specific commitments we believe are important for elders to make based on what Scripture teaches.
ELDERS’ COMMITMENTS:


We covenant to embrace the unique and sacred responsibilities entrusted to us by God. The NT
teaches that churches are to be led by elders — men of character, wisdom and life experience who
have received this trust from Christ Himself (1 Peter 5:2; see also Acts 20:28). In light of that,
these leaders are given the primary responsibility and accountability for a local church’s well-being.



We covenant to protect against false teachings by guarding the Truth as it is communicated in

God’s Word. This is one of the consistent tasks of elders in the NT (see Acts 20:28-31; 2 Timothy
1:13-14 and Titus 1:9). In fact, routinely when the imagery of shepherds is used for elders in the
NT, the emphasis is on guarding the flock in this specific way - from the threat of false doctrine.


We covenant to seek God’s will for Southland as we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.
Elders are to serve recognizing that this church (like all churches) is GOD’s flock and CHRIST’s body
(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter 5:2-3). Together, as a team of shepherds, elders seek
to discern and discover His leading through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.



We covenant to follow the example and leading of Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, as we care for and

nurture the congregation as shepherds of His flock. Elders are to serve essentially as what we could

call “under-shepherds” to Jesus, the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:2-4 & Heb. 13:20). He is both
our example and the One who directs us in our role as shepherds.


We covenant to make decisions based on the long-term health and well-being of God’s people at
Southland. Part of the shepherding imagery involves guiding and directing the flock. Elders should
strive to make decisions that will guide God’s flock away from dangers and to what’s best.



We covenant to lovingly exercise discipline of members when necessary for the glory of God, the

good of the one caught in sin and the health of the church as a whole. Christian community

involves lovingly leading people away from sin and to restoration. Because of that, when it’s
necessary, SCC elders strive to carry-out this God-given role in as God-honoring a way as possible.
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What MATTers to me …
Whenever I take a personality test, I usually resonate with the results. There are all kinds of different categories
that can be used in such tests. Typically, I’m labeled as more of an introvert (just in a role that requires me to be
an extrovert). I will also be marked as one who is far more driven by thinking/logic rather than feelings - I know,
who would have guessed it?! What I find so fascinating is what happens as the tests begin to describe what my
unique wiring means for how I go about things. In the midst of those details, I almost invariably am described so
as to suggest that I’m driven by a desire to be faithful to the tasks I’m given. Again, it’s amazing to me how well
those tests are able to capture things based on the questions that are asked and answered.
Of course, with any personality make-up, there are strengths and there are weaknesses. For example, with this
characteristic of “faithful” that is part of my wiring, it leads to a sense of wanting to do things well - how they’re
supposed to be done. (I’m not sure if the “perfectionist” part goes with this or it’s an add-on I also bring to the
table; either way, it’s certainly a part of the package with me as well.) It’s a great thing to want to be faithful to a
task; the problem is that when a task that is daunting comes along, it can seem impossible. The end result can
almost produce a kind of paralysis. It’s how I feel when it comes to ministry - to think of the heaviness involved
with the task of investing in people so as to impact eternities. It’s how I feel when it comes to marriage - sure,
just reflect toward Kristie the same kind of love Christ has for the church. It’s how I feel when it comes to
parenting - congratulations, be a part of lovingly shaping, molding and influencing your children’s life in such a
way that they are not only brought up in the way of the Lord, but also that they are committed to following Him
throughout their lives. Again, no big deal, right?! And, oh yeah, remember that you’re providing for your children
a model of how they will see God, their heavenly Father. No pressure! It’s a reality for all of us human dads; for
those of us wired to strive so deeply to be faithful to a task we’re given, it seems so overwhelming.
Maybe that’s why every Father’s Day creates this inner noise inside my heart. Who am I kidding? It’s always there!
But, it’s sure to come out annually around the 3rd Sunday in June. More than anything else, because of my
wiring, the day tends to fill me with angst. I so want to be faithful to the task; but, very rarely do I find that
outcome to be true. I want to provide in such a way that shows the goodness of our heavenly Father’s provision
for us. I want to protect and prove trustworthy in such a way that points to His power on behalf of those who are
His. I want to care in such a way that mirrors the heart of the One Jesus tells us to call “Abba, Father,” the One
who invites us to cast our burdens and anxieties on Him. I even want to discipline in a way that demonstrates a
love that’s too great to allow something wrong to go unaddressed. All in all, I want to LOVE my children as their
earthly Dad in a way that properly reflects the LOVE of their heavenly Father. That seems to me to be part of
what goes with being a Dad who takes such a task seriously. And yet, it’s not hard for me to be reminded of all
the ways I have fallen short of that goal - that’s part of what can make my wiring so challenging. Too often, I fear
that to my children I’ve represented my heavenly Father and theirs in a way that is so very inadequate.
But maybe, that’s part of the grace and mercy that even He invites us to experience - not just what allows our
sin to be forgiven, but also what allows our shortcomings and failures to be overcome. Indeed, in the end, maybe
that’s part of the lesson I myself still need to be learning from our heavenly Father. As much as He wants us to
be faithful; He wants us also to experience the grace and mercy that is there when we stumble … something that
happens far more often than we might want. For sure, as I want for my children, God wants me to strive for the
best in every capacity, including in the way that I am a Dad to Anna, Simeon, Nate, Harmony and Eden. His Word
certainly doesn’t encourage half-hearted measures in living out our faith in any arena. And yet, even as I want
for my children, in the midst of giving their best, I want them to know that there is someone who loves them and
is proud of them as they strive for that end even when they fall short. I suppose it’s that I want them to know that
my heart for them will endure no matter what. In the end, for a personality whose wiring is so focused on striving
to be “faithful,” it’s striving to reflect the FAITHFUL heart like that of our Father in heaven - a heart that pushes
us and challenges us; but also, a heart that patiently and lovingly remains faithful to us even when we fall short.
Regardless of what Father’s Day represents for you on earthly level, above all, may you experience this Father’s
Day the love of your Father in heaven in whatever way that you need!
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A note related to the broader “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry during the transition time
(including
“Kid ENCOUNTER” - see p. 2 for a broader update) … Obviously, since
overseeing the kids’ ministry (specifically, the grade school portion) was one of Jon’s primary
areas of responsibility, it will be impacted by his departure.
The volunteers who had worked with him in leading and carrying-out this ministry are prepared
to continue on with what has been happening as much as possible. For the next few months, that
includes the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum during “Kid ENCOUNTER” (see below) and VBS (again,
see below). Of course, staff and parents are also working to make sure things are ready for the
camp season at Maranatha as well (see the next page for details). Over the summer, we will also
continue to be clarifying things within this ministry as we move into September and beyond.

- “Discipleship Jr.” (1st - 5th grades)
Over the summer (and likely beyond), we will continue to use this curriculum
designed to equip kids to follow Jesus in all areas of their lives.
“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal on 5/27 and throughout the
month of June (kids in our regular ENCOUNTER service until being
dismissed during offering)
As a REMINDER, “PROMOTION Sunday” is June 3 (see the next page for specifics). That
means incoming 1st graders join “Kid ENCOUNTER” on that day while incoming 6th graders
promote out (they remain in the main service).

Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2
(as is our custom, from 6-8pm each evening)
Our VBS is for all children ages 4 through those
entering the 5th grade (we do also provide childcare
during VBS for younger kids of those who are
helping with VBS).
This year, we are also going to have a section
specifically designed for 6th-8th graders.

Online registration is now open at gosouthland.org/vbs.
Also, we are making a DONATION list available at the VBS display in the foyer sometime
in early June … We cannot do VBS without all of those who generously donate hundreds of
needed items for crafts, snacks, games and more.
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At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our kids to their next
grade level in our ministries. As soon as one school year ends, they
mentally advance themselves. So, we do too!
During Sunday School, students entering the following grades move up to their new class on June 3:
Kindergarteners (to Room 2), 2nd graders (to Room 3), 4th graders (to Room 4), 6th graders to the
Middle School class (Room 7), incoming freshmen to the High School class (Room 6) and
graduating seniors to the Launch group (Room 5).
During “Kid ENCOUNTER” … on June 3, incoming 1st graders also move up to the Great Room (younger
kids are “promoted” throughout the year according to their birthdays). In addition to that, new 6th
graders remain in the ENCOUNTER service starting on that day.

Maranatha Bible Camp
With June comes another season of church camp at Maranatha!
Since it is for kids entering Kindergarten through 8th grade, we
wanted to provide all of the basic information in one spot.
Some specific items of note:
Medication:

Make sure any medication is in the original prescription bottle with dosage information. If you’re
sending over-the-counter medication, simply write your child’s full name on the packaging.

What to Pack:

Bible, bedroll, towels, personal grooming items, modest swim wear, flashlight, insect repellent,
sunscreen and casual clothing for the week. This is just a sampling of what’s needed; the camp’s

website has even more specifics.
Money:

Students should also bring money for canteen ($2 each trip, once a day for younger campers + twice
a day for 7th and 8th graders).
Camp t-shirts are also for sale for $10 (to clear up any confusion, the camp was NOT taking preorders with registration this year even though the process seemed to indicate otherwise; t-shirts
must be purchased during the session).
There will also be an offering to support the specific mission for each session.

One of the highlights of camp comes at mail time. If you would like to send mail to a camper, here’s how:
(Name of camper and their session)
See the article from Les on the next
c/o Maranatha Bible Camp
18131 Highway WW
page for even more regarding camp!
Everton, MO 65646

CAMP SESSION

DEPARTURE from Southland

RETURN to Southland

Beginner Camp (K - 1st Grade)

Saturday, June 9 at 9am

Saturday, June 9 at 4:30pm

Kids’ Camp (2nd - 4th Grade)

Thursday, June 14 at 9am

Saturday, June 16 at 2:30pm

5th - 6th Grade Camp

Sunday, June 10 at 2pm

Wednesday, June 13 at 2:30pm

M.S. Camp (7th - 8th Grade)

Sunday, June 17 at 2pm

Friday, June 22 at 12:30pm
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Les’ latest
Hello, my name is Les, and I’m a semi-professional camper. No, not the “sleep-in-a-tent-under-the-stars” type
of camper, but the church camp type. When I simply bring the words “summer” and “camp” together in the
same sentence, some people’s minds jump to images of mosquitos, poison ivy and singing “Kumbaya” around
an open fire. Let me just tell you, a week of camp can be so much more. My parents registered my brothers
and me for summer Bible camp when I was nine. I still have great memories of finding turtles, nights in a
sleeping bag and studying the Word of God. These opportunities and experiences instilled the importance of
Bible camp. This is the kind of experience our kids are going to have this summer at Maranatha Bible Camp.
When young people come to camp, they unplug from their electronic devices. Our culture is loud – there are
all sorts of noises going on all the time. Between school, sports, homework, smart phones and video games,
kids are ready for a break. At Maranatha, campers exchange the digital world for the beauty of a sunset and
the sound of crickets at night. Within the first night at camp, they breathe in nature and interact with those
around them. They cannot wait to jump off the towering zip line, practice archery or demonstrate a
“cannonball” into the swimming pool.
Most importantly, students have the opportunity to saturate their minds and hearts with God’s Word. Young
people come back from camp excited because they’ve learned more about Jesus. At MBC, youth spend days
studying and memorizing Scripture, listening to Bible teaching and singing praises. I love camp because I
believe God speaks to us through His creation, His Word and His people. This is the kind of place where
spiritual transformation happens. I’m excited to see how our young people will connect with their Savior this
time around at Maranatha. Let’s get packing!

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
The middle school session at Maranatha Bible Camp (for youth
entering 7th and 8th grades) is June 17-22. Check out p. 11 for
information about departure times, what to pack, etc.
The Summer months provide a great opportunity for some fun events. Below, we have listed a
couple of events specifically designed for middle school students (check out the top of the following
page for a combined MS and HS event). Sign-up sheets are located in the south foyer.
Friday, June 15 (6-9pm) - “The World Cup … of Ice Cream”
As the soccer World Cup is happening, middle school students are
invited to come participate in zany versions of soccer, kickball and nine
square. A trip to Andy’s wraps-up the evening (bring money for that).
Monday, July 9 (1-5pm) - middle school trip to the Republic Aquatic Center
Students are encouraged to invite their friends for an AQUA PARTY! In addition to typical pool
features, this “swim-tastic” park has fun slides and even a surfing simulator (it costs an extra
$2 and requires a parent release form). Cost is $5 + any money for snacks.

Also, it’s still awhile off, but this year, we are adding an age-appropriate section for middle
school students at VBS (July 30 through August 2). Be looking for more information about this!
REMINDER:

Because “PROMOTION Sunday” is June 3, these events are for students
entering 6th-8th grades next school year.
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for ALL (BOTH ms AND hs) ...
Sunday, June 3 (5pm until the game is over) - Springfield Cardinals game
“Take me out to the ballgame!” Catch some exciting minor
league baseball as the Cardinals take on the San Antonio
Missions at Hammons Field. Bring extra money for any
concessions you may want!
A sign-up sheet is located in the south foyer near the
Sunday School classrooms for MS and HS; again, this is
for both groups.
“PROMOTION Sunday” impacts middle school and high
school youth as well. During the 9am time slot, incoming 6th
graders will join the middle school class (room 7) and incoming
freshman will join the high school class (room 6). These new
grades apply for Summer activities as well.

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH …
Friday, June 29 (1-8pm) - Road Trip to White Water
Have fun with your high school youth group exploring the 13
acres of rides and slides, including the heart-pounding Kalani
Tower or Kapau Plummet.

This is a pre-pay event; be sure to sign-up and get money to Les by June 24.
Cost is $25 - it goes up to $44 after that day. (Season passes can obviously be used as well.)

MOVE Conference at the University
of Central Missouri (Warrensburg)
Monday, July 16 - Saturday, July 21
The annual MOVE conference is about hundreds of high school students (incoming freshman through
graduating seniors) engaging with God’s Word, sharing in Christian community and learning about
living out faith in Christ. Of course, students not only study and worship together, they also spend
quality time with their youth groups. The week typically features a worship band that is nationallyrecognized and inspiring nightly speakers. MOVE is more than just another conference or camp; it’s
an experience!
(You should have received info about what you still owe; check with Les if you haven’t yet.)
Thanks for making the youth ministry YARD SALE a huge success once again:
both to those who worked the sale and those who donated. This year, the net
earnings from the sale were over $2,600! As it has in the past, this will
certainly help our youth attend this year’s MOVE Conference.
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southlandwomen
From Deb …
I love thunderstorms! In the middle of the lightning strikes, thunder and wind, it is not hard for my
imagination to wander. I think of scenes in Scripture where God references the power on display in His
creation as a way of emphasizing His own presence and fearsome power. That’s what we see in a place
like Psalm 29. When Scripture points to such a thing, it seems to be saying that this much power in
creation should, in fact, point us to the great power of the CREATOR!
As much as I love storms, a few years ago we
experienced a scene involving weather that I
would not want to repeat. We were out on the
lake with family. It was a very warm, sunny day.
We had travelled a long way up the lake from the
dock. We had checked the forecast and there was
a slight chance of rain, but nothing that would
dictate a change of plans. As we were swimming
and playing, a cooler breeze started to blow. The
sky remained sunny so we continued to swim and
play from the boat. But, very quickly, a line of clouds began to appear over the hills … it’s not hard to
imagine what happened from there. We found ourselves miles away from the dock in the middle of a
powerful thunderstorm complete with lightning, thunder, wind and rain. Obviously, we eventually made it
back to the safety of the dock and lived to tell the tale, but it is an experience I won't soon forget.
Mark 4:35-41 records the scene where Jesus and His disciples begin to cross the Sea of Galilee. It
happened after a long day of teaching; as evening came, it was the very boat from which Jesus had taught
that they used to cross the lake. The story is familiar to us: a sudden, intense storm blows in with waves so
high they begin to come over the sides of the boat, filling it with so much water that the disciples are
afraid it will sink. The Sea of Galilee was known to have such storms roll down upon it from the
surrounding hills. While all this is going on, Jesus is asleep on a cushion in the stern of the boat. Some
commentators say that He was able to sleep because He knew that it was not yet His time to die. Others
suggest that the physical exhaustion of recent days had caused His sleep to be very deep. Either opinion is
not specifically supported by Scripture; but, we do know that Jesus was brought back to alertness by the
scared disciples who believed their immediate future involved some frantic swimming! There is no
evidence that Jesus’ reaction was anything other than calm and authoritative as He stretched out His hand
and commanded, “Quiet! Be still!” to the storm.
Much has been written about the disciples in the midst of this scene. By way of application, even more
has been written about Jesus’ ability to calm all the storms in our lives. And yet, there is a point that
stands out to me in this story that I have not often heard discussed. That point is found in Jesus’ question
to the disciples in verse 40: "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" I don’t think the tone is
really one of reprimand. Rather, Jesus’ questions were more of “Don’t you understand? My presence here
makes all the difference in the world! Your choice to put your faith in me makes all the difference in the
world!” By this time, the disciples had seen many displays of Jesus’ power through healings and the
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casting out of demons. They had heard his authoritative teaching. And yet, they had not experienced it in
a close-up, life-changing, “this has impacted my personal life”-level way until this night. It was on this
night that Jesus’ power came home to save them from what seemed to be certain doom. He did not stop
the storm from developing, but He taught them that His presence in the midst of the storm made all the
difference in the outcome.
And so it is with our storms. Surely this is part of the point of such a story as Mark writes it to Jesus’ later
followers who were scared in the midst of their own 1st century storms. Surely it’s part of the point for us
today as well in the midst of our own storms. Our understanding of the power of His presence in the midst
of our storms can make all the difference in their outcome. Rather than cowering in fear or worry when
the storms develop, we should face them secure in the understanding that His power can change the
outcome or change our hearts to accept it. Regardless of the specific outcome, His power can be most
marvelously displayed when we as His people securely trust Him in our storms. In fact, until He allows
those storms to develop in our lives, we won't fully understand how being in His presence truly changes
things. Knowing it through the testimony of others is never so real and personal as knowing it through our
own “storms.” Some of His most intimate, life-changing touches come when He stands up in the middle of
our storm and speaks, “Quiet! Be still!” to our hearts followed by, “Don’t you understand? Do you still
have no faith?”
I guarantee that the disciples that landed on the far shore of the Sea of Galilee were not the same in their
faith as the ones that set off earlier that evening. The storm changed their lives, mostly because it
increased their faith in Jesus ... as should the storms in our lives. The most significant part of the story is
not the storm. It is not the disciples fear in the midst of it. It’s not even in the discussion about why Jesus
was able to sleep through it. Rather, the significance is in the way Jesus’ power made a personal impact
on the disciples’ lives through that storm. He can accomplish that same impact through the storms in our
lives today. You can believe that those men in that boat had a great testimony about how Jesus saved
them. Likewise, it is only after we have crossed through our storms that we can have an equally dynamic
testimony about Jesus’ power. It’s the power to change either our circumstances themselves or our own
hearts in the midst of it all regardless of the outcome.

Ladies’ bible study
The next session of Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study is a study of the
New Testament letter of Colossians. Instead of moving through the book in
a verse-by-verse manner, this study focuses on 4 specific themes that are
highlighted in Paul’s words to this church.
This session runs through the 4 Tuesdays of the month of June (from 6/5 through 6/26),
starting at 10am each week. Instead of being at the church, Debbie Little is hosting this
session at her house (1219 W. Oakville Road; Springfield, MO 65810).

MSA, BTG + motherhood.inspired are off for the summer. Be looking for more
information as we move towards a new ministry year starting in September.
Also, for those who have pre-registered, remember the Beth Moore conference
coming-up in July. Specific details will be communicated directly to those
attending as the time comes.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

A note about our ENCOUNTER time and Jon’s transition ...
This is the most visible role that Jon had for his 9+ years at Southland. In addition to the things he did up
front in our ENCOUNTER time, there are several other preparatory pieces that need to be filled. As we have
been doing already for the past weeks, we are working to cover these areas in the best possible way with
both a SHORT-TERM plan and a LONG-TERM plan. We want to continue communicating a sense of where
things are going as the process unfolds. (See p. 2 for a broader update on this staff transition overall.)

SHORT-TERM Plan (the plan for now likely through the end of August) … Jon had built a team of
talented instrumentalists and vocalists. While he covered the preparation stage of things, this team played
an integral role during our ENCOUNTER time. We are looking forward to this team continuing to lead our
musical worship over the next few months. Just like in other areas of the church, it’s about people willing to
use their God-given giftedness to serve and BUILD UP others. Staff will be working with them on more of the
preparation stuff behind-the-scenes. There is certainly an adjustment period as we make this transition
(again, please be gracious and patient!); but, we feel good about the short-term plan as it is right now.
One good avenue that God has opened up to help us in the SHORT-TERM is the likely addition of a paid
intern for the summer. We have not finalized this yet (as of the end of May), but this option is looking
quite likely (hopefully official by early June). This will not be the person who leads regularly on Sunday
mornings as we already have those equipped for such a role short-term. Rather, such an individual would
come in to help with the preparation stage during the week as well as to supplement our team of
volunteers on Sunday mornings. In the midst of our short-term plan, we believe that this will be a good way
to help navigate through things. We are grateful that God has made this option available to us!
Of course, if you are willing to serve as part of the team especially during this season
(instrumentally or vocally), let the office know.

LONG-TERM Plan (the plan for hiring staff, etc.) … the leadership continues the conversation about how
this all looks long-term. This is just one important piece of a much broader discussion. There should be even
greater clarity begin to develop during the month of June once the property sale is completed. When that is
settled, we will be in a better position to determine where things are going with our staff on a long-term
basis. The worship portion of this is something we will certainly be looking to address along the way.

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
On Sunday, May 27, we wrap-up our “Preaching Potpourri” for the month of May by looking at the theme of “A Faith
that REMEMBERS Well.” It’s a follow-up to our focus from May 20 on “a Faith that Properly FORGETS.”
On June 3, we launch into our main 2018 Summer sermon series:
“MYTHBUSTERS … Exposing Myths with God’s Truth.” Each week,
we are looking at a different “myth” or “spiritual urban legend” that is
believed about some aspect of faith. The goal is to allow God’s Word to speak into such issues so we think and live
according to His Truth.
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.
We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
On May 27 (Memorial Day weekend), we have a “Church FAMILY Breakfast” (donuts and pastries) at
9:30am. No Connect Groups, Sunday School classes for kids/youth or nursery during this time.
For the month of June, groups are either continuing the curriculum they have been using or starting
something fresh for those four weeks. Here is a list of our groups, along with their PRIMARY demographic
feature (just offered as a suggestion for where you might fit best, not as a rule) and where they meet:
LAUNCH - for college-age and young adults. This group meets in Room #5.
The BRANCH - for parents with younger children (grade school and below). This group meets in the
southeast corner of the auditorium.
The REFUGE - for parents of those who are middle school and high school students. This group meets in
the Gathering Room.
FREE at LAST - for those who are still mainly in a career, but no longer at the child-raising stage. This
group meets in the Great Room.
EMPTY NESTERS - for those who are mainly in the retirement stage of life. This group meets in the
Fellowship Hall.
For more information about these groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available with
information about the CONNECT Group concept more broadly and specifics about each of our groups.
We are also considering an alternative CONNECT format for the month of July. We will share more details
about that as we get closer to that and as plans become more developed.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

As we do with all of our ministries leading into a new ministry year (starts in
September), we are evaluating our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (done
for the summer). Specifically, we want to make sure we are best
addressing this “GROW DEEP” priority. We will be communicating more
about any plans, adjustments, etc. later on in the summer.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people
to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need people to serve at this time:
We are preparing for our 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by
Jesus” (Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 … 6-8pm each evening). If
you are willing to serve in any capacity, it’s not too late; just let the office know.
Also, be looking in the foyer about how you can help by donating items.
With Jon’s departure, it’s a good time to also let you know of some “holes” we have. Here
are some specific ways we could use some volunteers:


Those who can serve instrumentally or vocally with the worship team; this includes
anyone interested in being a part of the “tech team” during service as well.



Those who have a heart to serve with our kids’ ministry - serving with the existing team.



Those who have giftedness and ability to help with our “online communications” (our
website, Facebook pages, etc.) as well as developing graphics.

Once the property sale happens in June, some of the profits from that are going to be set aside
so we can do various maintenance projects. Some of those are more long-term that we will be
saving for. Others are more immediate like updating the Fellowship Hall, upgrading lights, etc.
If you are willing to help serve on a team that works to oversee and carry-out such
projects, let the office know.

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and
full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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SERVING SCHEDULE – June 2018
Greeters
6/3
6/10
6/17

6/24

Welcome Center

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

|———— Jay & Kim T. ————|
Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Catherine C. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Ken & Debbie N.

|——— Dennis & Kay M. ———|
Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Dennis & Kay McCann

6/24

6/3 - 8:50-10:20am
6/3 - 10:20-dismissal
6/10 - 8:50-10:20am
6/10 - 10:20-dismissal
6/17 - 8:50-10:20am
6/17 - 10:20-dismissal
6/24 - 8:50-10:20am
6/24 - 10:20-dismissal

Steve & LeeAnn M.

|—–—— Bob & Liz W. —–——|

6/3
6/17

Ben & Debbie J.

|—–—— Bill & Pam F. ——–—|

Communion Preparation
6/10

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Jill Sims
Natalie Wuerch
Cheryl McAnally
Debbie Gray
Carissa Virtue
Susan Graves
Amanda Miller
Amanda Butler

Jill Sims + _____________
Kris/Natalie Wuerch + Meghan Stewart
Cheryl/Jessica McAnally
Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith
Carissa Virtue + Rebecca McAnally
Graves family
Amanda/Abbi Miller
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

6/3

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Les L. + helper

6/10

Kristin L. - Emily W. - Macy S.

Matt & Amber N.

6/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R.

Andy & Donna L.

6/24

Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S.

Joe & April W.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

Sunday, April 29, 2018 was our second annual “LIVE

OUT: Service Day.”

It was a great day of service. Here’s a list of some of what was accomplished through
the Southland FAMILY (young and old) on that day:
Yard work was done serving those who needed it and an area of South Campbell
was beautified as multiple bags of trash were collected.
A meal was served at Harbor House (part of the ministry of The Salvation Army).
Supplies were gathered and packaged for use at Isabel’s House.
Families of those in the hospital were prayed for in waiting rooms of Mercy.
Residents of the Neighborhoods at Quail Creek were encouraged as a group went to sing with them, serve
the Lord’s Supper and pray - not to mention some practical acts of service.
Goodies were made and delivered to Christian Campus House - the word we got back indicates that they
were certainly a blessing to students there.
Care packages were put together and mailed to our own college students as they prepared for finals.
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From Mother’s Day through Father’s Day each year, we participate in a
fundraising effort to support the Pregnancy Care Center called “The Baby Bottle
Boomerang.” It’s a great way to partner with the PCC in their work of “Loving
Life.” Whatever we raise goes above and beyond what we regularly give to the
PCC each month.
It’s easy to participate (see the insert available at the display for more details): (1) take home a baby
bottle (they are available at a display in the alcove), (2) fill it with cash, loose change or even a check
(if writing a check, make it out to “Southland” and put “BBB” in the memo line, and then, (3) return the bottle on
Father’s Day. We will then turn all of these donations into the PCC. Please join us in supporting this great work!

We want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you. It is a
commitment that many in the SCC family have made to say they would join others in being ONE
who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of Christ or disconnected from Him. It’s all part of
LIVING OUT this basic responsibility, calling and identity as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and
“AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).
Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE”
It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering ourselves
to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us.

If you didn’t have the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us , the supplies (with instructions) are
still at the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready.
We hope you join us in being “ONE for ONE!”
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a medical ministry trip).
The team is in place and has begun the process of preparing for the week. Please be praying for that trip: yes,
for the logistics, but more importantly, for the work that will be done through the team!
Remember, we also have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (more of a work project trip).
One last note related to foreign missions: Our partners from North Africa will be back for some time this
Summer. We look forward to having them with us on Sunday, June 24 (they will be with us for that Sunday
morning as well as for the church FAMILY picnic that evening). We hope there will be additional times where
we can interact with them during their time here.

They will be striving to raise some more support on this return trip. If you are interested in personally
investing in the Kingdom work they are doing, please let Matt know and we will make sure to pass that
along to them. While they are here would be a great time to make a connection happen.
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