
  

 

As we’ve been 
sharing, Jon and 
Katy Carmichael 

plus family will be 
moving in May. 

See p. 2 for details 
on the transition 
and how we are 

going to bid them 
“FAREWELL!” 
during May. 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on May 23 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

  

We will gather at 9am for an 

abbreviated ENCOUNTER service. 

From there, we will meet in our 

teams for prayer and instructions 

before leaving to “LIVE OUT” 

service in the community. 

If  you ordered one, make sure to wear your t-shirt. 

Another graduation season is here! 
Beginning Sunday, May 6, we will have a display in the foyer to recognize 2018 high 

school graduates connected to the Southland family. See page 5 for the names and 

pictures of these graduates. 

May elders’ meeting - date t.b.d. 
(only leadership meeting in May). 
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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this 

ministry year as we did in the last one. 

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Within the life of the Southland FAMILY, the leadership role of elders is one that has great significance. In God’s 
design for the church, elders have a role as shepherds and leaders to care for the spiritual health and well-being of 
the church FAMILY. That includes guiding the church according to the leading of God’s Spirit in service to Jesus, 
“the Chief Shepherd” as He is called in some versions of 1 Peter 5:4. 

Each year during the Summer months, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new elders to 
serve in this capacity within our church family. Throughout this process, we will be using space in “The Vine” to 
communicate information about how it works and to keep you updated regarding our progress.  

Regarding the upcoming STAFF TRANSITION with Jon ... 

As we announced at the end of our service on Sunday, April 15, a ministry door of 
opportunity has opened for Jon and family with Countryside Christian Church in Wichita 
(see p. 9 for a note from him on all of this). The Carmichaels are obviously a valued part of 
Southland with Jon having served on staff here for nine years. Within this section of “The 
Vine,” it’s appropriate to share information about this transition that will impact the 
Southland FAMILY. 

First of all, here is what we are going to do to bid the Carmichaels an appropriate 
“FAREWELL!” as they leave (May 20 will be their last Sunday with us). 

On Sunday, May 13 ... Jon is going to be preaching during service. It will be an 
opportunity for him to share his heart before leaving.  

On Sunday, May 20 … at the end of service, we will be recognizing the Carmichael 
family and Jon’s nine-years of ministry here. We will also have the elders gather to pray 
over them before they depart. 

On Sunday, May 20 from 2-4pm … we will host a come-and-go “FAREWELL Reception” 
for the Carmichael family at Southland. There will not be any formal program, but we 
encourage you to take this opportunity to come by and encourage them. We will have 
cake available for this occasion. 

On both Sundays (5/13 and 5/20), we will have a display in a foyer 
with a place for you to leave notes and gift cards for Jon and family. 
It’s a way that we can bless them as we send them on with God’s 
blessings. Whether it’s something from a home improvement store or 
a restaurant, we want to do something practically helpful for them 
for their move to Wichita. 

As far as the PLANS on the back-end of this transition … On the “Southland KIDS” page and 
the “ENCOUNTER” page, we have shared some basics about how we are going to approach 
things short-term (through the summer months) in these ministry areas. While we have 
started the conversations about what this will mean on a more long-term basis, there will be 
plenty of opportunities to share more about what is ahead for the Southland FAMILY later. 
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Some upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at Southland (cont.): 

Our “LIVE OUT:  Service Day” on April 29 is an opportunity for us as a church FAMILY to be a 

blessing to those beyond in our community. That’s part of what God’s FAMILY should be doing! 

Sunday, May 27 at 9:30am - we invite you to join us on Memorial Day 

weekend for a “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast. No, the food may not be the 

healthiest option, but it’s an opportunity to come connect with others in the SCC 

family. Please make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 

Sunday, June 24 (5pm start time?) - as we did last year, 

we will gather at the “Living Memorial Park” (on S. Nature Center 

Way in Southeast Springfield) for a “Southland FAMILY Picnic.” It’s 

a great way to have some time to connect with others in a relaxed 

environment. We will communicate more details about the 

evening - including specifics of what we need people to bring - in the next edition of “The Vine” (to be 

published towards the end of May). We do look forward to our partners in North Africa (the whole family) 

being with us as well this evening - fitting as they are part of the Southland FAMILY as well! 

Sunday, August 26 at 5pm - this is still a long way off, but make 

sure you save this date for our 2018 “FLOURISH” Gathering. Since 2012, 

this has been an important evening in the life of our church FAMILY each 

year. We share a meal and enjoy the time to be together. Of course, along 

the way, we also reflect on what has happened in the past ministry year 

and prepare for where God is leading us as we move ahead. Obviously, 

much has happened this year; and, much is still unfolding. FLOURISH 2018 will again be an important 

night as we focus on what is happening. 

A PROPERTY Update: 

We have been using this space to provide regular updates regarding the sale 

of a piece of our property (see past editions of “The Vine” for a review). It is 

the Northwest portion of our lot, covering the west part of our parking lot - 

extending a little further south - and bordering Republic Road. It’s the pieces 

labeled as “1a” and “1b” on the map to the right. While the piece of property 

labeled “2” is also still listed, there has not been any movement on it. 

The overall preliminary process continues to unfold. The city gave its approval to the initial sub-division 

of the property - what is called the “plat.” This process is what has caused the city to require the sidewalk 

along the length of our property by Kansas Avenue. (It also will require some sewer improvements; the 

developer is taking responsibility for that work.) We are being diligent in addressing what is needed from 

our end so we can be ready for closing in June. As a reminder, we will be using the funds to address the 3 

“M’s” we have previously mentioned:  our Mortgage reduction, Maintenance projects and Ministry. 

We are grateful for the ways God has been at work in this process. We do ask that you keep praying that 

everything continues to be accomplished as it should be. As always, please don’t hesitate to ask if you 

have any questions. 
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 We want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our 

newest members:  Michael & Becky Goeringer. 

They placed their membership with us on Sunday, April 1. 

The most recent edition of the Southland “Church FAMILY Directory” has been 

available since the middle of March. It’s a way we want to encourage connections 

with one another as part of the family - a way to be in touch with someone you have 

met, perhaps.  

Part of the reality of such a directory is that we need to regularly provide updates. Sometimes, that’s a 

matter of people changing some contact details. Other times, it’s a matter of providing the contact 

information for those who are newer to the Southland family. Whatever the reason, as that happens 

we use this basic space in “The Vine” to provide the latest updates.  

Please ADD the following names and information (all from our most recent Discover Southland event): 

 David & Valerie Anderilk     

  1868 N. Haseltine Rd.    Brookline, MO 65619 

  909-354-6249 (David)    909-354-6258 (Valerie) 

  danderlik@yahoo.com    jewelryval@yahoo.com  

 Wayne & Linda Donnelson     

  703 S. Christopher Ave.    Springfield, MO 65802 

  417-207-5707 (Wayne)    417-459-2834 (Linda) 

  wdonnelson@yahoo.com     ldonnelson@yahoo.com  

 Michael & Becky Goeringer     

  5664 S. Parkhill Ave.     Springfield, MO 65810 

  417-576-4055 (Michael)    417-459-8509 (Becky) 

  michaelgoeringer@missouristate.edu  bsgoeringer@yahoo.com 

 Tim & Traci Prater and Zane     

  1307 W. Maplewood St.    Springfield, MO 65807 

  417-827-4755 (Tim)     417-827-4708 (Traci) 

  tprater521@outlook.com (Tim)   tprater521@sbcglobal.net (Traci) 

Also, please add the following contact information to these existing entires: 

 For Thomas & Stefani Hall Thomas’ phone number:   618-201-3674 

  Stefani’s e-mail address:   stefani.hall01@gmail.com 
 

If you don’t have a copy of the SCC Directory, you can pick one up at the display rack 

located by the Welcome Center in the foyer (one per family, please). 

updates 
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Congratulations, 2018 Southland Graduates 
Below, we have identified our 2018 Southland graduates (NOTE:  some of these graduates are 

connected to Southland through Sunday evening Group Huddle). We have provided a picture with those 

who submitted one to us. Les has also provided some basic details about their plans for what is beyond 

high school. As in years past, we have a display in the foyer recognizing these graduates - it will be up 

from May 6 through the graduation season. 

Other graduates (no picture submitted: Wesley Holt (Parkview H.S.) 

     Hannah Penland (Hillcrest H.S..) 

Abi Hoenshell 
(Berean Christian Academy) 

Ashley Justice 
(Kickapoo H.S.) 

Erika Lobati 
(New Covenant Academy) 

Matthew Graves 
(Republic H.S.) 

Kaitlyn Graves 
(Republic H.S.) 

Kayla Gray 
(New Covenant Academy) 

Shelby Ritz 
(Nixa H.S.) 

Lada Samarska 
(Kickapoo H.S.) 

Meghan Stewart 
(Nixa H.S.) 
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info  … 
A “SECURITY REMINDER” … we have unfortunately had a few incidents in 

our parking lot over the past several months. According to reports, this has 

evidently been a broader issue with churches along this section of Republic 

Road. While our security team keeps an eye on things on Sunday mornings, 

it’s important that we let you know so you can take measures especially to 

protect things in your vehicle.  

As things happen once the property is sold, we believe this will enhance security due to video 

cameras, increased traffic, etc. in the area - on Sunday mornings and beyond. We are also 

considering other ways to make things more secure and monitored. 
 

Due to a long chain of events, we are going to be hosting the Park Crest 

Daycare and Preschool for several weeks this May through July (starting 

Monday, May 7). They found themselves in need of a temporary home 

until their facility in Chesterfield Village is complete (the former Palace 

movie theater). It works out for us because, over that same period of 

time, things are normally very slow around our building once MSA, Cultivate, etc. are done 

until after the summer. Obviously, it is going to mean an increased level of activity during 

the weekdays. It will also mean that their stuff will be present on Sunday mornings. In the 

end, it was an opportunity to provide a solution to their situation … and, to collect some rent 

payments along the way. We want to be appropriate hosts to them so let’s do what we can to 

be respectful of them and their stuff for the time they are here. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine” (plus elsewhere), but this is an effort to consolidate things. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we typically have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School 

classes for kids and youth through high school). Other than 4/29 (our “LIVE OUT: 

Service Sunday”) and 5/27 (Memorial Day weekend - breakfast at 9:30am), groups 

will meet as normal (5/6, 5/13 and 5/20). 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am (except for 4/29 - 9am then) … our weekly 

ENCOUNTER service - the time when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet 

with God. See page 15 for more details about what’s happening in April. 

Sundays evenings at 6pm (through Sunday, May 6) … Group Huddle for middle school and 

high school youth - see page 12 for details. 

Wednesdays … CULTIVATE (GROW DEEP ministry) is finished for the summer as of 

Wednesday, April 25. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Friday, April 27 … the last BTG meeting for the year (6pm). 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Sunday, April 29 … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” - a day we set aside 

for actively serving in our community. We will have various projects for people to 

choose from. After a brief time of ENCOUNTER, we will then be dismissed to go LIVE 

OUT service. See page 19 for more information about this day. 

Thursday, May 3 … the last MSA meeting for the year (9:30-11:30am). 

Friday, May 4 & Saturday, May 5 … the youth yard sale. This is a 

fundraiser for the senior high youth group’s trip to the “MOVE” 

conference. Donations have been coming for quite some time now 

(THANK YOU!). Les will be accepting them up until the sale itself. 

Call or text him at 417-773-1650 to arrange a special pick-up.  

Sunday, May 6 … a lunch meeting for all VBS volunteers. 

Sunday, May 6 … the deadline for ladies to reserve a spot for the Beth Moore “Living Proof 

Live” conference - payment of $79 is also due on this day. 

Mother’s Day 2018 will be Sunday, May 13. In keeping with the belief that God 

is the Designer of the family, it’s certainly appropriate on this day to express 

our appreciation for all mothers, especially those who show us His love. 

As we do each year around this time, we will again be participating in 

the “BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG” to support the Pregnancy Care 

Center (see page 19 for more details). This fundraiser will run from 

Mother’s Day (5/13) through Father’s Day (6/17). 

Sunday, May 13 - Sunday, May 20 … there will be a display in the foyer where you can leave a 

card/gift for the Carmichaels as we bless them on their way to Wichita. See p. 2 for details. 

Friday, May 18 … another women’s ministry event designed to build relational connections 

among ladies of all ages at Southland: “Spring into Summer” (6pm). See p. 14 for details. 

Sunday, May 20 … the Carmichael’s last Sunday. This will include a come-and-go “Farewell 

Reception” at Southland from 2-4pm that afternoon.  

Remember the “Donuts and Pastries” breakfast on Sunday, May 28 at 9:30am 

(note the time). It will be an opportunity to come and share in a time of 

fellowship with your SCC family. 

PROMOTION SUNDAY … Sunday, June 3. During the month of May (and in 

the next edition of “The Vine”), we will be sharing what grades will be 

promoting in our ministries for kids/youth. 

JUNE … check out the “Southland KIDS” section (page 11) for a list of dates for the summer 

camp season at Maranatha as well as information about the registration process. Registration 

needs to happen by the end of April. 

Sunday, June 24 … our 2nd annual “Church FAMILY Picnic.” 

Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14 … the women’s ministry trip to the “Beth Moore Live” 

conference in Columbia, MO. See more information on p. 14. 
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July 16-21 … the 2018 edition of the “MOVE” conference in Warrensburg, 

MO for those entering their freshman year through graduating seniors. 

The theme this year is “CONTRAST.” 

Monday, July 30 - Thursday, August 2 (6-8pm each evening) … these are the 

dates for our 2018 VBS. Make sure you have it on your calendar! We will 

advertise this as being for kids age 4 through 8th grade (a change for this 

year as we will be adding a middle school section). Of course, we will have 

things for those kids ages 3 and under who come with workers. Be looking 

for information about the registration process (likely available sometime in June). Also, early 

June is when we will be sharing ways you can help with donating supplies for the week.  

Sunday, August 26 … our annual FLOURISH gathering (5pm). 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about 

our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join). 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would 

rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

 

REMINDER:  If you want to check out sermons you’ve missed, you can use whatever “Podcast” app 
to search for “Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast.” The same material can be accessed 
directly through the website (go to the “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for). 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for March = $29,878 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,469 

75  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through March) is $261,604 for a weekly average of 

$8,270  

13. Projecting that out, it puts us on pace for an annual total of $453,400. Of course, we do know that 

some special contributions raised that total; and, as anticipated, things have evened recently. Obviously, a 

big factor for this fiscal year will be the property sale, specifically, the mortgage relief it can offer (currently 
paying $7,500 a month). Leadership is certainly grateful for the position we are in as we wait for that process 

to unfold. We also continue to manage responsibly through our current financial situation until that point. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … March 2018 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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A Note from Jon ... 

NOTE:   As we’ve communicated already (even highlighting on previous pages), the Carmichael family 

will be transitioning to a ministry in Wichita. May 20 will be their last Sunday with us. We 

have shared below a note from Jon that shares his heart about wrapping-up his nine years of 

ministry here. This also appeared previously on “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page. 

The last nine or so years have been an amazing adventure for my family 

and me! When we first arrived at Southland in March of 2009, it was just 

me, Katy and a 2 year-old Brandon who had yet to even become an 

official part of our family. Oh yeah, and my guitar. Through the years, our 

family has grown immensely, and I’m not just referring to the births of 

Addison, Lily and Zion. No, I’m referring to the amazing family we’ve 

grown to love, cherish and depend on more than we could ever have 

imagined. That family is Southland.  

It has been an honor, privilege and a HUGE blessing to lead Christ’s 

Church in worship each week and to be a part of the vision and 

leadership of several other ministries here at Southland Christian 

Church. I am beyond grateful to all of you for allowing me do so and for 

partnering alongside me through this awesome journey! 

God has opened the door and laid out a clear path for our family to begin a new journey in our life of 

ministry together. I have accepted a ministry position at Countryside Christian Church in Wichita, 

Kansas in the area of worship and creative arts. We will greatly miss and forever hold dear in our 

hearts every single member of our Southland family. Yet, we are also overflowing with joy and excited 

about what God has in store for our future in Wichita - and, of course, the addition of new family at 

Countryside! Even in the midst of our family’s transition, we are grateful to be able to trust God and the 

Southland leadership, having great excitement, hope and confidence in what the future holds [what 

God holds] for the Southland family as well in this next chapter! I have witnessed God move and work 

in Southland. I know it will continue. 

I want to thank Matt, Kristie, Deb, Les and the eldership for being so supportive and encouraging 

during this time. And not just during this time, but over our last nine years of ministry together. God 

has used their hearts, unique personalities and giftedness to not only love, lead and equip the Church, 

but also me and my family. I am forever grateful.  

Though I love and will miss each of you beyond what words can express, I know you recognize that 

God’s Kingdom is without borders, and, though I will be in a different state, we will always be bound 

together with the ever-sufficient power of God’s love, grace and mercy. 

Please partner in prayer with me, my family, the SCC staff and elders, and Countryside Christian 

Church in Wichita. Pray that God will do an amazing work in His Church through and beyond this 

transition. 

Striving to love as Christ, 

Jon 

 

"I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for 

you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. For I am confident of this 

very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is 

only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart …” 
 

           - Philippians 1:3-7a 
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SCC’s 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by Jesus” 
Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 

(as is our custom, our VBS is in the evenings from 6-8pm) 
For kids ages 4 through those entering 5th grade next school year. 
It is also open to kids ages 3 and under of those who are VBS helpers. 

This year, we are also going to have a section for 6th-8th graders. 

Remember, there will be a lunch meeting for volunteers on May 6. 

A note related to the broader “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry during the transition time 
(including  “Kid ENCOUNTER”) … Obviously, since overseeing the kids’ ministry was one of 
Jon’s primary areas of responsibility (specifically, the grade school portion), it will be impacted 
by his departure. Thankfully, Jon has worked to develop a broader team of volunteers who have 
worked with him in leading and carrying-out this ministry. Because of that, we will be able to 
continue on with what has been happening as much as possible. That certainly includes the 
“Discipleship Jr.” curriculum during our Kid ENCOUNTER time as well as the camp season and 
VBS in the short-term (see below). We will be working over the summer to clarify things within 
this ministry as we move into September and a new ministry year. 

 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

The first quarter of our Kid ENCOUNTER curriculum is in the books and the 
kids are just getting started! Over the summer (and likely beyond), we will 
continue to use this curriculum designed to equip kids to follow Jesus in all areas 
of their lives. 

Kid ENCOUNTER schedule:    Will not meet on 4/29 (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) 

   Will meet throughout the month of May as normal (kids in our 
ENCOUNTER service until being dismissed during offering) 

 

 

 

 

 

What an AWESOME 2018 semester of CulitvateKIDS! Your kiddos and I had such a great time 
exploring how Jesus LOVES us and is FOR us in so many ways. Thank you for letting your kids 
take part. Also, a big “THANK YOU!” you to all the fantastic helpers I had to make each evening 
possible: Samantha Nigh, Payton Marlin, Anna Martin and Lada Samarska.  
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Our next nursing home service at The Neighborhoods at Quail Creek will be Sunday, May 
20 at 1:15pm. This is an opportunity for the whole family to get together to sing, have fun 

and be a blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you to come and join us. You can just 
show-up at Quail Creek. 

The 2018 Maranatha Bible Camp season is coming! 
Register online today … the deadline is Sunday, April 30

 

Register at: http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/summer-registration. 

Need Help Registering? Go to this link for help: 2018 Registration Instructions. 

A note about camp scholarships … after we get all of the Southland registrations in, we will go through the process of 
determining how much we have available for scholarships and how to distribute that to help send kids to camp. We will 
send each family with kids attending Maranatha an invoice showing the balance due (this will be available to you by 
Saturday, May 5). Please have payment returned to the SCC office by Sunday, May 13. We’ll then send one lump-sum 
payment to the camp for all those attending with us. 

2018 CAMP dates: 
 Beginner Camp (K-1st graders) … Saturday, June 9 
 Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th graders) … Thursday, June 14 through Saturday, June 16 
 5th and 6th Grade Camp … Sunday, June 10 through Wednesday, June 13 
 Middle School Camp … Sunday, June 17 through Friday, June 22. 

At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our kids to their 
next grade level in our ministries for kids/youth. This year, it will 
be Sunday, June 3. As soon as one school year ends, kids go 
ahead and mentally advance themselves. So, we do too! We will 
communicate the specifics during the month of May.  

Les’ latest  

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 (see p. 5 for a list of our SCC graduates)! You’ve spent the last 

twelve years listening to choice words of wisdom from adults and people of influence around you. 

Parents, teachers, coaches and youth leaders have given advice to help shape you as you enter 

adulthood. Everyone seemed to have a lesson to teach. You may have even asked yourself, “Why do I need to 

know this? I’ll never use it!”  

Well, the Lord has some choice words for you as well. God’s words guide, protect, enrich, correct and shed 

light on everything you’ll ever do! Paul wrote to encourage Timothy with these words, “All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3: 16-17).” Jesus also shared these words: “You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last (John 15:16).”  

It’s truly amazing! The God who created this universe down to every detail cares about you, desires a 

relationship with you and appointed you to do a job. God’s Word describes the amazing life He intends for 

you. Even more, you can truly use His words to instruct you in the midst of this life (and probably a lot more 

often than you’ll use those “right-angled triangle trigonometric ratios” you’ve learned about).  Take the 

knowledge of His Word with you as you begin your new steps into college life.   

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/summer-registration
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Camp_PDF.pdf
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 

Check out p. 11 for information about the 2018 camp season at 

Maranatha Bible Camp. The middle school session (for youths entering 

7th and 8th grades) is June 17-22. Please register by the end of April! 
 

Also, it’s still awhile off, but this year, we are going to be adding a section for middle school 

students at VBS. Be looking for more information about this! 
 
 

 

 

MOVE Conference at the U. of Central 

Missouri (Warrensburg) - July 16-21 
 

MOVE is a 5-day event for incoming freshmen 
through graduating seniors. 

 

As always, the annual youth yard sale fundraiser will be held to help reduce the 
overall cost (the actual cost is about $319/student). This year, the yard sale will 
be Friday, May 4 - Saturday, May 5. Students, make sure you sign-up to help! 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small 
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students. Sundays from 6-8pm.  

Group Huddle is currently using a curriculum called “Feed the Dog.” We 
have two natures battling for our attention: our flesh and our spirit. The 
messages of culture are loud and persistent, but the truth of Christ is the 
only one that will satisfy. This material will help students realize the 
importance of properly nourishing the right part of who they are through 

the daily practice of spiritual disciplines. As the Psalmist says, they will “taste and see that the LORD 
is good!” (Psalm 34:8) as they grow in their relationship with Christ and point others to Him. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS … Each semester, we ask parents to 
help defray the expense of our meals. If you haven’t yet, we 
ask parents to send $20 for each teen from your 
household who is attending (covers the whole semester). 

GROUP HUDDLE PLANS for the upcoming Sundays: 

Sunday, April 29  Normal Group Huddle ... “Coin Challenge” part 2 

 Volunteers will fulfill their zany goal-raising challenges. 

Sunday, May 6 Normal Group Huddle … This is “Essay Night” - a night to 
encourage one another. Write a short note of appreciation that you 
would like to share on this night with someone else in the youth 
group (student or sponsor). 

     This is the last night of Group Huddle for the semester. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 

Raise your hand if you like change. Not pocket change, mind you; I think we all like that. I mean life change, 

transitions, things going from “as they were” to “something different.” Any hands yet? My hand is definitely 

down! Now on occasion I do enjoy a fun surprise; flowers from Matt “just because,” date night on a random 

weekday evening, a gift that appears on my desk, a thoughtful card or text from a caring friend. But by and 

large, I am not a big fan of change. I recently felt very disappointed in a local restaurant because I could tell 

they had changed their mints. (I admit, I am picky about mints.) As I gave a ten-second pout about the mints 

being different, Matt calmly reminded me: “Change isn’t ALWAYS bad, you know.” I agreed that he was right 

and I gave the new mint a chance. It was actually very good! 

On April 17, I underwent a change. I walked in to the Cox Surgery Center on my own two feet, but after 

surgery to remove the left half of my thyroid, I was wheeled out in a wheelchair. I spent a week recuperating 

to one degree or another, and did not drive for a full week. All of those things represent change for me. I 

normally walk very well – I’ve been doing it for over 40 years now! But now, I have found that I cannot (so far) 

be on my feet for too long or I begin to feel light-headed, my heart begins to pound uncomfortably, and I feel I 

can’t catch my breath. I say I spent a week recovering and I can tell you, I have not laid on a couch so much 

since as far back as I can remember! I am normally quite busy with work or household activities. I also 

normally drive myself and others a wide variety of places: church, school, piano lessons, ball practices, stores, 

etc. So the week was full of change for me. I am hopeful that the changes are all temporary – I’m driving now, 

and back to work, for example – but some of the change in my stamina may take some time.  

Change is universal. It can be very personal – our bodies change. We start as infants, but then we undergo 

tremendous change! And that is God’s design. There is a problem if we don’t change in that way. Some 

physical changes are more difficult to adjust to, though. As years go by, our bodies don’t cooperate as we want 

them to. Sometimes, we may even have to affect some change with surgery or medical treatments. That kind 

of change is hard. Really, whether the changes seem bad or good, all change can be hard.  

But some change is less individual and more corporate. I’m confident you’ve heard by now that changes are 

coming around Southland. Jon and Katy Carmichael and their family are making a transition to a different 

church, and that represents some significant changes for our FAMILY. There are roles that Jon played that will 

need to be filled by others. There will be changes in the office as we redistribute some tasks. It will be hard to 

see them leave, knowing their kids will be growing up in another town. We will miss them. Change is hard! 

But in the midst of the changes, we need to remember that there is someONE we can count on who never 

changes. In fact, may I share with you a moment that happened when I sat down to write this to you? I always 

want to share with you at least an idea that comes from the pages of God’s Word, but more often to share 

from God’s Word – for it is His words that have significance, not mine. I love biblegateway.com because it is a 

great resource to find passages or topics you might be searching for, and you can also look at a passage from 

multiple versions to get a more complete meaning or compare wording. So I went to Bible Gateway and 

looked up the theme of “transitions.” Nothing found there. So I looked up “change.” And I sat back in my chair 

and marveled at God’s goodness. Here is what Bible Gateway pulled up:  

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  (Hebrews 13:8) 

Friends, isn’t that comforting?! In the midst of change, within us or around us, Jesus will NEVER change! He is 

always “for us” (Rom. 8:31). He is always faithful (Psalm 136). He is always interceding for us (Heb. 7:25). His 
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“LIVING PROOF Live” with Beth Moore 
DATES: Leave at 1pm on Friday, 7/13 and 

return at 6pm on Saturday, 7/14 

COST: The conference itself is $79 (there is a 

discount if we have a group of 10 or 

more go) plus the cost of motel, 2 

meals and snacks. 

Let Debbie or Kristie know by May 6 if you 

are planning to attend (the $79 for the 

ticket is needed at that time). 

Holy Spirit is always empowering us (Acts 1:8). He knows what we are going through (Heb. 4:15). He can be 

counted on to give you (and me) the strength to adjust to the changes He allows in our path. The changes  

around us may not seem good, but HE is always good! As changes happen, may we find comfort in knowing 

that Jesus is always the same, and He is willing and ready to help us through whatever challenges we are 

working through.  

May 3 will be the last MSA meeting for 
this ministry year (9:30-11:30am) 

 

Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare. 

 Contact:  Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

Ladies’ bible study 
The next session of Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study will be a study of Colossians 

during the month of June (4 Tuesdays from 6/5 through 6/26). It will be hosted at 

Debbie Little’s house. Let Debbie N. know if you are planning to attend so we can 

order enough study guides. 

SPRING INTO SUMMER EVENT 
 

Friday, May 18 at 6pm 

A night together of dinner 
and fun activities! 
Childcare will be provided 

(dinner included for the kids). 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

The plan for our ENCOUNTER services from the end of April through May ... 

Typically, we use sermon series to tie together the teaching time in our ENCOUNTER services. We will resume 

with that format once we get closer to the summer months. Until then, the month of May will be more of a 

“Preaching POTPOURRI” - no real thematic link that holds it all together, but rather, several weeks with 

isolated themes. 

Sunday, April 29 … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” The service projects we will 

be participating in throughout our community are the highlight of this day. For ENCOUNTER 

purposes, it will mean we meet at 9am instead of 10:30am for this Sunday only - a brief 

devotion within our worship service before we leave to serve (by 10am). There will be NO 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” for grade school students on this day. 

Sunday, May 6 … a regular ENCOUNTER service with Matt preaching - the theme is “to be determined.” 

Sunday, May 13 (this is Mother’s Day - we will, of course, recognize the day as part of things) … a     

regular ENCOUNTER service with Jon preaching  before he leaves for Wichita. 

Sunday, May 20 (this is Jon’s last Sunday) ... a regular ENCOUNTER service with Matt preaching - the 

theme is “to be determined;” at the end of the service, we will have a time when we recognize the Carmichaels 

and pray over them (see p. 2 for more details about what we are doing as part of our “Farewell!” to them). 

Sunday, May 27 (this is Memorial Day weekend) … another regular ENCOUNTER service with Matt 

preaching  - we will focus on the importance of “A Faith that Has a Good Memory.” 

A note about our ENCOUNTER time and Jon’s transition ... 

This is the most obvious and visible role that Jon has played for the past nine years. Obviously, that means 

that within our overall ministries at Southland, this is going to be the place where his departure will leave 

the largest void. We wanted to communicate with you a sense of where things are going. We have been 

processing through this with an eye towards (1) a SHORT-TERM plan and (2) a LONG-TERM plan. 

SHORT-TERM (the plan for now likely through the end of August) … Part of what has happened under Jon’s 

leadership is the creation of a team of talented musicians (instrumentalists and vocalists). He has been the 

primary leader in every capacity: from the behind-the-scenes preparation to rehearsals to on stage in our 

ENCOUNTER times. And yet, the presence of this team means God has provided what we need with our 

volunteers to navigate through the next few months. There will certainly be an adjustment period (please 

be gracious and patient!). Staff will be working to assist the worship team and help coordinate things so we 

can continue on as smoothly as possible over the summer with our worship. Of course, if you are willing to 

serve as part of the team especially during this season (instrumentally or vocally), let the office know. 

LONG-TERM (the plan for hiring staff, etc.) … we are in the early stages of these conversations. We will be 

sharing more about the staffing piece - especially as it relates to worship - as things unfold. 
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We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

For the months of April and May (into June as well), we are in extended session with our “normal” Connect 

Groups. There are a couple of dates Connect Groups will not be meeting (nor will Sunday School classes for 

kids and youth): 

 April 29  “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (abbreviated ENCOUNTER service at 9am)  

 May 27  Donuts and pastries breakfast at 9:30am (Sunday of Memorial Day weekend) 

If you’re not already connected with such a group, see the flyers by the “CONNECT” banner in the foyer 
for more information about them and get CONNECTED! 

We are also considering an alternative CONNECT format for the month of July. We will share more about 

that in the next edition of “The Vine” (published towards the end of May). 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

Thanks to those who participated, especially those who served 

in helping to prepare a meal, working with kids or leading a 

class throughout the year! 

As we do throughout our ministries leading into each new ministry year (they launch in 

September), we will be evaluating CULTIVATE and what happens on Wednesday evenings. 

We will be communicating more about any plans, adjustments, etc. later on in the summer. 

DEEPER LIFE GROUPS … we have not forgotten about this avenue for helping people “GROW 

DEEP” roots in Christ and faith in Him. In fact, we are currently looking at ways to revamp and 

re-launch the “D-Group” concept as we move toward September 2018 and beyond. Be looking 

for more info about this! 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 
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With the conclusion of another semester of CULTIVATE, it’s a  

good time to say THANK YOU to all who helped with making 

this happen. From our meal crew (Debbie Nelson, Charlotte 

Emmerton and Pam Sewell) to those who worked with our youth and kids, etc. (see those 

pages for names) to our teachers. Thanks for doing your part! 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need people to serve at this time: 

We are preparing for our 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by 

Jesus” (Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 … 6-8pm each evening). 

We again need volunteers who will serve as part of this year’s VBS. There will 

be a lunch meeting on Sunday, May 6 for all volunteers who are serving. If you 

are willing to serve in any capacity, please join us for that meeting. 

It’s again the time of year for mowing! If you are willing to help in any capacity with the 

mowing (e.g. as part of a regular rotation, mowing the field to the south, helping with any 

maintenance/repair of the mower, etc. - even weed-eating and trimming bushes), please let us 

know in the office. There is also a sign-up sheet that is available at the church. 

With Jon’s departure, it’s a good time to also let you know of some “holes” we’re going to 

have. Here are some specific ways we could use some volunteers: 

 Those who can serve instrumentally or vocally with the worship team. 

 Those who have a heart to serve with our kids’ ministry - serving in cooperation with the 

existing team. 

 Those who have giftedness and ability to help with our “online communications” (our 

website, Facebook pages, etc.) as well as developing graphics. 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – May 2018 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

5/6 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Bob & Liz W. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

5/13  
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

5/20  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—–— Ernie & Charlotte E. —–—| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. (10:15-10:40) Terry & Brenda O. 

5/27  
Empty Nesters 

(10:15-10:40) 
Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) 

Warren & Carolyn B. 

(during ENCOUNTER) 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

5/6 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Cheryl Boland 
and Sean Boland 

5/13 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

5/20 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

5/27 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

5/6 - 8:50-10:20am 

5/6 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Carissa Virtue 

Jill Sims + April McCarty 

Carissa Virtue + Megan Miller + Macy Stewart 

5/13 - 8:50-10:20am 

5/13 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 

Debbie Gray 

Amanda/Abbi Miller 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

5/20 - 8:50-10:20am 

5/20 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Natalie Wuerch 

Cheryl/Rebecca/Jessica McAnally 

Kris/Natalie Wuerch + teen 

5/27 (only ENCOUNTER) Debbie Nelson Jay & Amanda Butler 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

5/6 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Jon & Katy C. - April C. 

5/13 Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W. Matt & Amber N. - Andy & Donna L. 

5/20 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Les L. - Rori C. 

5/27 Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S. Joe & April W. - Payton M. 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

From Mother’s Day through Father’s Day each year, we participate in a 

fundraising effort to support the Pregnancy Care Center called “The Baby Bottle 

Boomerang.” It’s a great way to partner with the PCC in their work of “Loving 

Life.” Whatever we raise goes above and beyond what we regularly give to the 

PCC each month. 

It’s easy to participate: (1) take home a baby bottle on Mother’s Day (or soon thereafter), (2) fill 

it with cash, loose change or even a check, and then, (3) return the bottle on Father’s Day. We will 

then turn all of these donations into the PCC. Please join us in supporting this great cause! 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 is our second annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It’s a day to 

intentionally focus church-wide on SERVICE - living out an active love. As we did last April 2, we 

will meet at 9am for our time of ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time change for this one 
Sunday only!!). We will then be dismissed by 10am to spread out and serve in our community. 

Make sure you to wear your t-shirt especially designed for this day! 
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We want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you. It is a 

commitment that many in the SCC family have made to say they would join others in being ONE 

who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of Christ or disconnected from Him. It’s all part of 

LIVING OUT this basic responsibility, calling and identity as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and 

“AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE” 

It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering ourselves 

to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

Some specifics of what that means: 

It means being ONE who prays regularly and persistently for that ONE. 

It means being ONE who strives for the good of that ONE – to help see God’s blessings become an obvious reality. 

It means being ONE who looks for opportunities to have faith conversations with that ONE. 

It means being ONE who shares with that ONE the story of Jesus and what He has done (being His “witness”). 

It means being ONE whose goal is to help lead that ONE to faith in Christ, even baptizing that ONE into Him and 

helping that ONE grow in Him. 

If you didn’t have the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us, the supplies (with instructions) are still at 

the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready.  

We hope you join us in being “ONE for ONE!” 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a medical ministry trip).  

The team is in place and has begun the process of preparing for the week. Please be praying for that trip: yes, 

for the logistics, but more importantly, for the work that will be done through the team!  

Thanks to all who came and supported the fundraiser meal on Wednesday, April 25! 

Remember, we also have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (more of a work project trip). 

One last note related to foreign missions:  Our partners from North Africa will be back for some time this 

Summer. We look forward to having them with us on Sunday, June 24 (they will be with us for that Sunday 

morning as well as for the church FAMILY picnic that evening). We hope there will be additional times where 

we can interact with them during their time here.   

They will be striving to raise some more support on this return trip. If you are interested in personally 
investing in the Kingdom work they are doing, please let Matt know and we will make sure to pass that 

along to them. While they are here would be a great time to make a connection happen. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

