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We will publish the next edition of 
The Southland Vine on April 26, 2017. 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

  

We will gather at 9am for an 

abbreviated ENCOUNTER service. 

From there, we will meet in our 

teams for prayer and instructions 

before leaving to “LIVE OUT” 

service in the community. 

If you ordered one, make sure to 

wear your t-shirt. 

Easter Weekend at Southland 

Good Friday service 
at 7pm on April 14 

 

Resurrection Sunday 
services at 9 and 

10:30am on April 16 
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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this 

ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017). We introduced 

the theme at FLOURISH in August 2016 and have been emphasizing it ever since. This section provides a 

place where we can continue to highlight how this “family” theme is being lived out here at Southland. 

Ways we’ve been emphasizing this “church FAMILY” theme: 
The “Cross Connect” session in March was really all about church 

FAMILY. Just as our earthly families are multi-generational, so too 

our spiritual connection with other believers in Christ goes beyond 

just those in the same basic life stage and situation. These groups 

offered a great context to recognize the broader church family and spend some time connecting across 

the generations as we discussed a life of faith together. We hope that the connections developed (and 

strengthened) during this time help us continue to appreciate the value of what we have together in 

Christ as FAMILY. Thanks for making it a priority to be a part of this opportunity! 

Upcoming opportunities to experience “FAMILY” at Southland: 
On Sunday, April 9, we will serve a church FAMILY breakfast from 9 to 9:45am. We 

will be communicating ways you can contribute for the meal. Come join us for a 

time of FAMILY fellowship as we share this meal together! After the “Service Day” 

on 4/2, we will otherwise be back on our normal schedule for this Sunday. 

Once we get to April 23, we will resume our “normal” CONNECT Groups with a 5-week session. As 

valuable as the March “Cross Connect” experience was (and we will do it again later in the year), these 

ongoing groups are great places to find relational connections with others in the Southland family.  

A note about a staff transition within our SCC FAMILY: 
In case you weren’t with us on Sunday, March 26, we made an announcement that will certainly have an 

impact on our church FAMILY. We wanted to make sure we communicate this “FAMILY news” again here. 

For many years now, Debbie Nelson has served as an integral part of our staff team. Overall, the staff has 

a key role in the life of a church. Within that, Debbie has been at the very center of much of what makes 

our church FAMILY function. Because of changing seasons of life in her earthly family (see pages 10-11 for 

her thoughts on this), it means that she is going to have to take on a reduced role here at Southland. We 

are certainly grateful for all the ways she has been such a blessing to the Lord’s work here and to the 

SCC family. Of course, we are also grateful that she will continue to still be involved both part -time on 

staff and as an ongoing part of the broader family. Over the next few weeks, we will continue the process 

of determining how to shape things to most effectively move forward through this transition. For now, it’s 

appropriate to simply take this opportunity to express our gratitude to one who has invested so much of 

herself in caring and loving the Southland FAMILY. So, on behalf of the SCC family, thank you, Debbie! 
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Miscellaneous Dates and Events: 
All throughout the month of April — it’s time to register for the 2017 

camp season at Maranatha (for kids going into K through 8th grades this 

fall). This year, the camp is moving to an electronic registration system. 

See page 7 for more specific information about this process. Southland 

will continue to offer scholarships for those who attend with us.  

Thursday, April 6 at 6pm — a ministry meeting for all elders, staff and those leading any 

ministry at Southland. It’s an important time for us to come together to reflect on our work 

and collaborate as we move forward. Supper and child-care will both be provided. 

Sunday, April 9 at 9am — between the “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (4/2) 

and what is happening later in the month [Resurrection Sunday 

(4/16) + the re-launch of CONNECT Groups (4/23)], we will use this 

Sunday (4/9) to come together for a church FAMILY breakfast - a real 

breakfast - at 9am. Please join us for this time of food and fellowship. 

7pm on Friday, April 14 (GOOD FRIDAY) at Countryside Christian Church (on Highway 14 

between Nixa & Ozark) — we’ll join them for our annual combined “Good Friday Service.” It’s 

a great opportunity to gather for a special time of worship on this important weekend. 

General  Reminders  &  Information  ... 
“THANK YOU” Notes 

The most recent edition of the Southland church family “Directory” is now nearing 

two years old (it was published Summer of 2015). It’s a valuable way for us to strive 

to stay connected. Over the next few months, we will be working to publish an 

updated edition. As we have done in the past, we will provide a way for you to 

verify your contact information before we put it all together.  

Even before we go through that process, please let us know of any changes to your 

information that we might not yet have so we can go ahead and update our records.  
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Miscellaneous Dates and Events (cont.): 
9 & 10:30am on Sunday, April 16 (Resurrection Sunday) — due 

to anticipated numbers (always higher on this Sunday), we will 

have 2 identical ENCOUNTER services. Sunday School classes for 

kids/youth and CONNECT Groups will not meet. However, during 

both time slots, we will offer our normal kids’ programming 

(nursery up through age 2 + KidENCOUNTER groups for ages 3 

through 5th grade) - basically, it’s what we would typically offer at 

10:30 offered during both ENCOUNTER times for this week. 

The annual youth yard sale (a fundraiser for the high school youth 

group’s annual trip to the MOVE conference) is coming soon. This 

year, it will be Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Les is already 

amassing donations! You can either bring them by the church or 

contact him to make other arrangements (he can be reached at 

417-773-1650). Donation receipts for tax deduction purposes are available upon request. As 

always, THANK YOU for your support of our youth in this way! 

Mark your calendars for VBS 2017 — 

 This year’s VBS will be Monday, July 24 through 

Thursday, July 27 (6-8pm each evening). Please get the dates on your 

calendar and join us as we go through the preparation process. As always, 

it’s going to be a great time! 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for February = $37,591 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $9,397 

75  

 The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $231,485 

00 ... an average of $8,903 

27 weekly. 

Projecting that average over 12 months, the estimated total for this ministry year is 
approximately $462,970; our budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (requires an 
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are not projected to hit our target as of now. Leadership 
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way. 

Love Offerings for February = $1,236  

47 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … February 2017 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 

one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to content from sermons, etc. Also, 

don't forget that you can also get updates and information by joining our Facebook 

group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to make this happen). 

 

http://www.gosouthland.org
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What MATTers to me … 
When it comes to baseball, this time of year has always been 
one of “great expectations.” It’s called Opening Day, the start of 
the season where every team has 0 wins and 0 losses. Even those 
projected to have the dimmest prospect of success can dream of 
what might happen, what could unfold from April through 

October. In recent years, that happened for the Royals. Their history had been rather bleak for much of my 
lifetime. In fact, they didn’t make the playoffs even once from 1985 (when they won the World Series beating 
some team whose name I won’t bring up) until 2014. For some context, that’s a span of futility from when I 
was 7 to when my son Nate was the same age … and I’m 29 years older than he! Being a Royals fan typically 
meant great expectations and hopes that were soon dashed by the awful realism of bad baseball. One writer for 
the “Kansas City Star” would even write an annual piece (even in the worst years) brimming with the optimism 
of why THIS would be the year. Inevitably, the prognostication soon was proven wrong, sometimes an obvious 
conclusion even before the calendar turned to May. Nonetheless, even in those bad years, Opening Day 
represented what could be - a new season filled with possibilities. In 2014, those possibilities became more real 
for the Royals with a return trip to the World Series where they fell 1 run short. In 2015, they completed the 
journey; all those years of hope and expectations culminated in another championship. 

It’s quite appropriate that the sports calendar corresponds in some close proximity to the “church calendar.” 
Specifically, it’s the season of Easter when we celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection. What every Opening Day 
represents for baseball fans, so does this season for us who have placed our faith in Christ. In the end, this season 
is all about HOPE, the “great expectations” that we have through our faith in Christ. Peter writes it this way:  

“According to [the Father’s] great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a LIVING HOPE 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  - 1 Peter 1:3 (ESV) 

Together, the death and resurrection of Jesus stand as the very foundation of our faith - the very basis for our 
confidence in God’s promise about what He has in store for our eternity. In baseball, there can be all sorts of 
hopes and wishes for the future, but there’s great uncertainty as to whether or not those great expectations will 
come true. And yet, year after year, fans still hope! For us, because of our faith in what Christ has done, we 
don’t just have wishes and preferences for the future, we have confidence and certainty. We may not always like 
what unfolds during our earthly years. Like with sports (just ask my fellow KU basketball fans), there can often 
be bitter disappointment along the journey. But, because of what has already happened through Jesus, we can be 
sure of what will certainly happen to us at the end of our earthly journey: great confidence that these great 
expectations will end with our hope in Christ becoming reality. What a reason to celebrate this Easter season! 

A note about Debbie’s impact as I wrap-up … Even though she will continue on as part of the staff (albeit in a 
reduced role) and the broader SCC family, this time of transition for Debbie marks an appropriate time to 
express gratitude. From the time Kristie and I first made contact nearly 7 years ago now with this congregation 
called Southland, it was obvious to me the important part Debbie Nelson played (in fact, I still remember the 
rejection “form e-mail” she initially sent due to the position nearly being filled). From our initial visit here 
during the interview process, it was plain that she was a tremendous blessing to this church family. My years here 
have served to confirm that time and time again. I am grateful for the integral role she has played here at 
Southland and within the staff team, especially the ministry heart with which she has done it all - a loving heart 
that intensely wants God’s best for those around her. SERIOUSLY! 

Of course, I look forward to Debbie continuing on in her service here even in a reduced capacity - there’s no 
doubt that she will still be quite invested in what’s happening. And for those many “holes” that will be left by 
her reduction in hours at the church, I look forward to seeing how others in the SCC family will take the baton 
that she has carried and, with a same kind of heart, continue what she has been doing. Please join me in praying 
that God would guide us to the right solution - both in a staff capacity and beyond - for the long-term health 
of the SCC family. 
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Our next service at Quail Creek will be on Sunday, 
April 23 at 1:15 (note the different week due to 
Easter being on 4/16). This is a great opportunity for the 
whole family to get together to sing, have fun and be a blessing to 
our community neighbors. We invite you to come and join us. You 

can just show-up at Quail Creek then. 

2017 Southland Vacation Bible School 

Monday, July 24 - Thursday, July 27 
(from 6-8pm each evening) 

VBS is for kids age 3 through those 
entering 5th grade. 

Online registration is now open at our 
website (http://gosouthland.org/vbs)! 

Current Series (now through April 30): 

The story of God’s love and redemption fills the Bible. It’s also 
full of some strange occurrences and odd events ... but even 
these point us to the truth of a loving God! In this series we’ll 
learn about talking donkeys, some crazy, unbelievable plagues in 
Egypt, finding money in the mouth of a fish and so much more! 
Weird, right? Exactly.  

SNACK SHACK (Part 2) 
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-7:30 - part of “CULTIVATE” 

 

Kids ages 4 through 5th grade will be having a blast playing games, making 
crafts, worshiping to kid-friendly music, and chowing down on some tasty 
snacks. Of course, all the while, they’ll be exploring God’s Word! 

http://gosouthland.org/vbs
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Maranatha Bible Camp - camp season is coming soon! 
Summer 2017 theme: 

SCC groups will attend 
the following sessions:  

K/1st graders … 6/10 

2nd-4th graders … 6/15-17 

5th-6th graders … 6/11-14 

7th-8th graders … 6/18-23 
 

An important note about the registration process … Maranatha is moving towards 
electronic registrations. So, instead of making paper copies of the forms available, we are 
going to send you to their website to register your kids and yourself if you are planning to 
go as a sponsor: http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/summer-registration (if 
viewing this electronically, you can click directly on the link). You will be prompted to 
create an account and then proceed to complete the registration process. 

2 special instructions to help us with our own internal processes (scholarships, etc.): 

1. Make sure you select the “pay by check” option. This will make the convenience fee 
disappear. Also, this is what needs to be done because we will still be handling the 
payment process as we have in the past with scholarships, etc. Once we have all 
the registrations in (the deadline will be May 2), we will figure the amount owed 
by each family based on available scholarships and handle that as in the past. 

2. There are two places where you have to enter a church name. Make sure you 
choose “Southland Christian Church” (the same applies for friends attending with 
our group). This will really be the only way we know who will be attending with us. 

On the last 2 Sundays of April we will have a station available at the church to help with 
this registration process if it’s needed (4/23 and 4/30). 

From time-to-time, SOUTHLAND Kids hosts what they call “KIDventure” events for 
grade school students - they are opportunities for fun and fellowship together.  

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/summer-registration
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Les’ latest  

Group huddle news 

This is a weekly time of fellowship, worship and small group studies designed for 
middle school/high school students.  

Group Huddle CONTENT: 

 Middle school students are currently using “The Case for Christ” from Lee Strobel. 

 High school students will be taking a look at some of the “sticky questions” that 
come up about God’s Word, faith and Jesus. 

Group Huddle THEMES for the next several weeks: 

 April 2 … Ballpark Night   April 9 … “Hangin’ with my Peeps” 

April 16 … NO GROUP HUDDLE DUE TO EASTER SUNDAY 

April 23 … Mexican Fiesta   April 30 … “Night in Paris” 

May 7 (final Group Huddle of the year) … Graduation Celebration 

We Are the Body 

Most recently in our Sunday morning “Cross Connect” groups, we experienced great wisdom and 
perspective as we studied God’s Word in inter-generational groups. The fact of the matter is, multi-
generational fellowship is Biblical. The term “generations” is used frequently. More importantly, 
Scripture reveals God’s desire that people of one generation would tell of His works to the next, and 
that people of every generation would unite to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Psalm 145:4 explains it like this: “One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell 
of your mighty acts.” Elsewhere, Scripture includes phrases like “the family of God,” “the body of 
Christ” and “the community of believers.” Paul encourages this idea of the whole church coming 
together. Check out Romans 12:4-5, “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same functions, so in Christ we who are many form one body 
and each member belongs to all the others.”   

We also know that Jesus welcomed children and told adults to learn child-like faith from them
(Matthew 18:1-6). Paul shared his concern for all generations when he instructed Timothy to care 
for both older and younger men and women (1 Timothy 5:1-3), taught how children of widows must 
care for their parents and grandparents (1 Timothy 5:4) and explained the role of older women in 
the training of younger women (Titus 2:3-5). 

Perhaps you’ve become more relational across the generations in the group you were involved in. 
Continue to cultivate those connections as you grow in God’s Word and build up the body of Christ. 

Graduation Recognition … As we prepare for the 2017 

graduation season, we are trying to make sure we have not left out the 
names of any graduate (high school or college) who are part of the 
Southland family.  

So far, our current list includes: Timothy Cobb, Linsey Drake, Rachel 
Graves, Allison Ritz, Jacob Robbins and Wesley Smith.  

Please let Les know if there are others who need to be included. 
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The Middle School session of 
Maranatha Bible Camp for 
next year’s 7th and 8th grade 
students will be Sunday, June 
18 through Friday, June 23 
(students entering high school this fall will go to 
the MOVE conference - see below).  

Those going into 6th grade will remain in the 
younger session as the camp designs it. 
Registration for the camp season will take place 
in April (see page 7 for more details.  

The annual MOVE conference is about 
high school students - hundreds of 
them, in fact - engaging with God’s 
Word, sharing in Christian community 
and learning about living out their 
faith in Christ. Of course, students 
not only study and worship together, 
they also spend quality time with 
their youth groups. The week 
typically features a worship band that 
is nationally-recognized and inspiring nightly speakers. MOVE is more than just another 
conference or camp; it’s an experience! The conference is an all-inclusive event with 
meals, lodging, recreational activities and an amazing program all provided in the cost.   

The cost of this year’s conference is $304 which includes everything except for meals 
while traveling as well as 1 meal during the week (plus whatever spending money might 
be desired). This year, our high school students will be attend the MOVE conference on 
the University of Central Missouri campus in Warrensburg, Missouri. Because that’s 
closer than Nebraska, instead of leaving on Sunday, the group will depart on Monday, 
July 17 and will return Saturday, July 22. The conference is open to all incoming 
freshmen through graduating seniors. 

Registration for the 2017 MOVE conference is filling up, but there are two 
spots left. Get a $50 pre-registration deposit to Les ASAP to claim one. 

Students planning to attend the MOVE conference can benefit 
from the annual youth yard sale by helping with it in some 
capacity. Proceeds are divided up among those who work to 
help offset the cost. 

This year, the yard sale will be held 
Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. 

If you are interested in donating items for the yard sale, see the 
general information on page 4 of “The Vine” for details. 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 

Specifically for MIDDLE SCHOOL ... 
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southlandwomen 
I had picked my grand-daughter up from school and we were headed back to the church for Box Top Girls. As 

most little girls do, she chattered away about her day: describing a playground incident, reflecting on a test she 

had taken, sharing what she had for lunch, etc. In the middle of her recounting the highlights of the day, she 

announce that she was hungry - could we please stop for donut hole and milk? - and that she wanted to listen 

to her favorite CD. I didn’t say anything out loud, but I was laughing inside because it was such a different 

experience than my trip to the school to pick her up. Then, I had been lost in my own thoughts, isolated in the 

quiet cocoon of my vehicle; and now, I was hardly able to get a word in edge-wise! In between bites of donut 

holes, she suddenly asked, “Mimi, what are your favorite seasons? Mine are spring and fall.” I admitted that 

those would be my choices also, but that my most favorite was fall. She responded, “Well of course, Mimi! 

Who wouldn’t love all those beautiful colors?!” 

I have had many opportunities to think about “seasons” lately, only I have really been pondering the seasons of 

life rather than the seasons of nature. It would be nice if God always gave us clear indicators when the seasons 

of life change, but just as in nature, there are often mixed signals. One day we would be certain that summer is 

gone for good and the next week the temperatures are in the 80’s! Here recently, it once seemed that winter 

was gone, but then the cold came back. Whatever the calendar might say with its clear declaration of “first day 

of _______,” the transition from one season to another can be blurry. That’s how it is with seasons of life, too. 

Sometimes there is a clear line of demarcation (e.g. a specific date, an incident, a diagnosis, etc.) that we can 

identify as the start of a new season. More often, it is a gradual and growing awareness that things are 

changing. These are the exact circumstances I have been wrestling with for many months now – the 

circumstances that led to my decision to reduce my hours at the church.  

We all have difficult decisions to make in life. In mine, this has been one of the hardest. Many would look at 

this decision, and it would seem to be one of those “Well, of course!” scenarios. From the outside, it seems a 

great opportunity to cut back and spend more time at home doing what I want. But, my heart has struggled 

with it because I genuinely love what I do! I love the church – its value, its mission, its legacy. What is more, the 

people of Southland are FAMILY. Even on those days when I straighten up classrooms, fold towels, wipe off 

tables, plan, shop, and cook meals – I think about just how much like family life our church life is. Everything 

that we do in our homes, we do in our church. I picture us as a huge extended family – an eclectic mix of 

spiritual grandpas and grandmas, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, cousins and friends. And, just like it 

would be hard (if not impossible) to step back some from your duties in your earthly family, it has been equally 

difficult for me to arrive at the point that I could make this decision. I love teaching Bible study and watching 

our young ladies grow in the Lord at Box Top Girls. I also love all the other parts of the church - yes, even all of 

the very practical things like laundry and cooking become ministry in my heart because they allow the church 

to function as the family God intends us to be – being together as we live for Him. (On a lighter note, you 

should also know that there are days when I am walking around the church thinking about all the times I 

reminded my sons that someday they would have to pick up after themselves    !)      

I don’t think that my granddaughter realized how her words would ring with wisdom in my head when she 

said, “Well of course Mimi! Who wouldn’t love all those beautiful colors?!” As hard as the decision to go part-

time has been to make, there certainly are many “colors” to look forward to in this new season of life: more 

time with the husband God gave me, more time for grandchildren and their parents, more time to make some 

of the more time-consuming meals I love to cook, more time to have friends in our home. (I wasn’t going to 

mention catching up on all the chores I have neglected because I don’t want to think about those colors!) 

There are also many “colors” to look forward to at the church. This changing season in my life opens doors 
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Ladies’ bible study: 
A new session of Ladies’ Bible Study began Tuesday, 

March 28. It is a look at the Old Testament book of 

Nehemiah - the story of God’s people returning from 

exile, rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and re-claiming 

their “set apart” identity.  

As with the previous session, Ladies’ Bible Study will continue to start at 10am each week. Also, there 

will NOT be childcare available for this next session either. Contact Deb with any questions. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high 
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

M.S.A. Mornings (Moms Set Apart)   
Thursdays - April 6 and 20 (9:30-11:30am) 

 

Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting - it is collected  to 
help with expenses even beyond childcare. 

Contact Debbie Jennings … msamornings@gosouthland.org 

motherhood.inspired 

This is a time designed for moms to share, grow and 

breathe. It is open to moms with kids of any age in 

the home. Come join us for “life hacks” and time 

spent encouraging one another. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 18 

from 6:30-8pm. The cost is $5. 

Box Top Girls 
The next regular 

BTG meeting will be 
Friday, April 28 
from 6 - 8:30pm. 

As always, dinner 
will be provided. 

for others to serve and invest in the church family. When I sit among our congregation on Sunday and look 

around at our family, there are so many with talents and wonderful hearts for God’s church and it is exciting to 

think about all the ways that God will use what He has given to fill in some of the pieces of ministry I will no 

longer be doing. As hard as this has been for me, it is also exciting to see what new ideas, opportunities and 

methods God has for our church family - new colors of a new season.   

In the end, what I mainly want to convey is that I have been so very blessed to have served in full-time ministry 

here at Southland. We are a family – with all our quirks and personalities and even dysfunction. In many ways, I 

cannot imagine what life will look like when this transition to a new season comes in May. And yet, I know God 

has a marvelous way of moving us from one season to the other in just the right way and in just the right time. 

That’s why  I look forward to seeing the many “colors” in this new season that He has ordained.      
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

REACH OUT AND WELCOME GOD … By Jon Carmichael 

We introduced a new (to us) song on Sunday, 

March 26 titled “Found in You” by singer and 

songwriter Paul Baloche. In so many ways, the 

song seems pretty basic - for example, lyrically 

and melodically. But, for some reason, I found 

myself thinking about the very first line over and 

over again. The words go like this: “We’re 

reaching out to welcome You, God.”  

Think about those lyrics. What do they mean? 

How exactly do we “reach out” to God? When I 

think about our relationship with God, it seems as 

if He is usually the one doing most, if not all, of 

the reaching. In fact, that’s the very movement of the grace at the heart of the Good News of Jesus. The 

obvious example is when He sent Christ to redeem mankind. If that’s not “reaching out,” then I don’t know 

what is. But how do we reach out to God? Is that even possible? Better question ... is it even Biblical?  

Short answer: Yes. However, it’s far from simple, and I think that’s our problem. In our hearts and minds, we’ve 

made this concept of “reaching out” to God too miniscule a task. Our concept of reaching out to God usually 

involves one of these three things: prayer, praise and people.   

We assume that if we pray at least once a day, we’re reaching out to God. If we sing a few songs a week 

directed toward Him, we’re reaching out to God. If we spend time and associate ourselves with other 

believers, we’re somehow reaching out to God. Don’t get me wrong, these things are great and are even 

commanded in Scripture. But are they really how we reach out to God? Here’s where I believe the problem 

lies: we tend to only “reach out” in ways that are generally easy and comfortable - ways we determine to be 

convenient and personally beneficial. But if anything requires real sacrifice or discomfort, we tend to avoid it. 

Notice the words aren’t, “We’re reaching out to welcome You, God, as long as it doesn’t infringe on my 

lifestyle or require me to change anything I don’t want to change … like the things I say, what I watch, what I 

spend my money on, how I spend my time, or sometimes even what I believe” (try fitting those lyrics into a 

song!). That wouldn’t make for a very popular worship song now, would it? But, often, it’s unfortunately what 

we can seem to mean. When we come together to  worship, it’s not merely a time to enjoy the music and join 

in on the sing-along, like we’re at some Beatle’s cover band concert at the park. No, the songs we sing together 

each week are prayers that we offer together in unison to express to God our hearts, what He means to us and 

how we commit our lives to Him.   

To welcome God, it’s imperative that we reach for Him; and, to reach for Him, we must be willing to move. To 

move, we must let go of our plans and our pride and allow Him to move in us. That is how we welcome God 

when we worship. In Revelation 3:20, Jesus tells the Church in Laodicea, 

“Here I am! I stand at your door and I knock. Anyone who hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”  
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

For the weeks leading up to Easter, we will continue a series we’re 
calling “FIXER UPPER: The renovation of our hearts to be like His.”  

Those re-modeling a house will take the “before” and transform it into 
a much different “after,” turning the FIXER UPPER into something 
much better. Likewise, the Holy Spirit is also at work within us as the 
“RENOVATOR,” transforming us from the inside-out (the emphasis in 
the series is on the heart!) to be more and more like Jesus. He takes 
us “just as we are” and re-creates us into someone much better!   

During this series, we are looking at different scenes from Jesus’ life in the Gospels. We are considering His heart that is 
on display. Even more, we are striving to discover how our hearts can be renovated by the Holy Spirit to be more like His. 

Remaining sermons in this series: 
 April 2 (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) Jesus’ HEART of SERVICE 
 April 9     Jesus’ HEART of FAITHFULNESS to God’s will 

Plan for Sunday, April 16 (2 identical services on this “Resurrection Sunday”) … Our 
focus for this day will be on this theme of “RESURRECTION POWER.” We will be 
considering the words of Ephesians 1:19-20. There, Paul prays that believers would know 
the greatness of God’s power that is accessible to us and available for us in Christ. He 
goes on to make this statement: it is “the same power that raised Christ from the dead.” 
What a marvelous statement about what can be ours through Jesus and His resurrection! 

How to listen to content you may have missed ... 
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for 
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to 
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added. 
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen. 

Just a note:  ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the 
  “Online Sermons” tab and then “Launch Sermon player”). 

In the context of Revelation, this isn’t at all a call to salvation, this is a call to the Church who already claims to 

know and follow Christ. The problem for the believers in 1st century Laodicea was in their own stale comfort 

and lackadaisical faith. Jesus described them as spiritually stagnant and lukewarm Christians who thought they 

had all they needed, and therefore, only did what was comfortable and easy - what was convenient. Jesus’ 

solution was to call them to recognize their need for and dependency on what HE alone could provide. 

That’s why the chorus of the song fits so well: 

 “All we want and all we need is found in You, found in You! 

 Jesus, every victory is found in You, found in You!”  

If we truly believe that, then I think we’d be more willing to reach out and truly welcome God. We “open the 

door” to receive all that He is and all that we need. 
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This session features content covering the “LAST WEEK” of Jesus’ 

life plus ministry programming for all ages. 

For more information about this session, check out the flyers located in the foyer at the CULTIVATE 

table or electronically (click here). 

CONNECT Ministries 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

A Review of March and “Cross Connect”  

We are grateful for those who chose to participate in our first 

“Cross Connect” endeavor during March. We heard many positive 

reports from this time together across the generations as church FAMILY. From the opportunity to simply 

connect relationally with those outside of our normal circles, to the valuable conversations that took place 

about living a life of faith in Christ, there were many positive blessings from this experience. Without a 

doubt, this is something we will be doing again in the future, even later this year! 

What’s Upcoming with CONNECT Groups … 
There will be something different about the first 3 Sundays in April which will impact our 9am time slot (no 

groups on these days). On 4/2, we will have an abbreviated worship time at 9am (“Service Day”). On 4/9, 

we will serve breakfast at 9am. Then, on 4/16 (Easter), we will have 2 identical services (9 and 10:30). 

Starting Sunday, April 23, we will resume our “normal” CONNECT Groups at 9am for a 5-week session. 

Each group will be deciding on its own curriculum for this session. 

Plans for the 9am time slot on Memorial Day weekend through the Summer will be announced later. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE.” Though each one is somewhat unique in its format, they all have the same basic 

purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

http://storage.cloversites.com/southlandchristianchurch1/documents/Spring%202017%20Announcement.pdf
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THANK YOU to all of those who volunteered to serve with our 

young people during the 9am time slot in March. It certainly 

helped the “Cross Connect” experience go well!! 

THANK YOU to the CULTIVATE teachers from the session earlier this year. They are Dr. 

Josh Smith who taught the class on God as “Designer of life,” Jay and Kim Tyler who led the 

Love and Respect marriage group and Pat Little who taught the study on James. Thanks for 

investing your time so our church family could GROW DEEP in Christ! 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY 

We are in the midst of preparing for our 2017 VBS: “Maker Fun 

Factory - Created by God, Built for a Purpose” (dates are Monday, 

July 24 through Thursday, July 27 … 6-8pm each evening). Back in 

March, we had a meeting for all who wanted to serve as part of the VBS 

team. Even if you weren’t able to be there for that, we certainly can still 

use volunteers. Talk to Jon to find a place where you can serve at VBS! 

It’s again the time of year for mowing! Especially with the health issues Dennis McCann has 

had recently, we are especially in need of extra help within this ministry. If you are willing to 

help in any capacity with the mowing (e.g. as part of a regular rotation, mowing the field to the 

south, helping with any maintenance/repair of the mower, etc.), please let the office know. 

Over the next few weeks, we will have a clearer picture of holes created by Debbie’s reduction 

in hours that will need to be filled. We will communicate more of that in the next “Vine.” 

At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can 

serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing 

areas of service where the SCC family needs help. If you’re looking for a specific way to get 

involved, we encourage you to take a look at one of these and find the right place for you.  
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SERVING SCHEDULE – April 2017 (Easter is 4/16) 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

4/2/17 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Warren and Carolyn Burros 

4/9/17 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

4/16/17 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin (both) 

4/23/17 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

4/30/17 Les Londeen and youth Alexis Simpson 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

4/2/17 - 8:50-9:45am Susan Graves The Graves family 

4/9/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

4/9/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Debbie Gray 

Cheryl McAnally + Jill Sims 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

4/16/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

4/16/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Ceci Drake 

Jill Cobb 

Ceci/Megan Drake + Dorothy Snow 

The Cobb family 

4/23/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

4/23/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Lacey York 

Amanda Miller 

Carissa Virtue + Lacey York 

Amanda/Abbi Miller + Kris & Natalie Wuerch 

4/30/17 - 8:50-10:20am 

4/30/17 - 10:20-dismissal 
Debbie Nelson 

Amanda Butler 

Debbie Nelson + Pam Sewell 

Amanda Butler + Cody & Richelle Graves 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

4/2/17 (covered by nursery workers) N/A due to the “LIVE OUT: Service Day” 

4/9/17 Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W. - Jeremiah S. Les. L. - Rori C. - Kendall W. 

4/16/17 
Katy C. and Kristie M. (during 9am service) 

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Alexis S. - Macy S.  
Jon C. - David & April C. (during 9am service) 

Matt & Amber N. - Andy & Donna L. 

4/23/17 Brad & Marsha F. - Megan M. - Kira S. Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L. 

4/30/17 Ted & Gina O. - Lizzie K. - Ezri S. Les. L. - Rori C. - Kendall W. 

 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

4/2/17   
T.B.A.   

Nothing needed during this time slot due to the “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 

4/9/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Terry and Brenda O. 

4/16/17  
The Refuge (8:45-9:10) Debbie N. (8:45-9:10) Warren & Carolyn B. 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) A. J. and Terra G. 

4/23/17   
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40) Ben and Debbie J. 

4/30/17   
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)  

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jerry & Brenda D. (10:15-10:40) Steve and LeeAnn M. 

|—–—— Ken and Debbie N. —–——| 

|—––— Ernie and Charlotte E. —–—| 

|————– Jay and Kim T. ————–| 

|————– Bill and Pam F. ————-| 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme 

verse of Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware 

of events that are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to 

participate in every single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/

where/when to participate. We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom 

work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

“LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 
Sunday, April 2 is a special day we’re setting aside for 

practically “LIVING OUT” our faith by serving in the community. 

After we gather for an abbreviated time of ENCOUNTER at 9am 

(make sure you note the different time), we will be dismissed to 

serve in various teams. A special “THANK YOU” to those who 

have put in the work preparing for the day. We are certainly 

excited to see the way that God is going to bring about “good” 

through our efforts to “do good” in the Name of Christ. 

NOTE:  If you ordered a t-shirt, but haven’t yet picked it up, 

please make sure you do so on 4/2. We certainly 

encourage you to wear your shirt for this special day! 

www.417pcc.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates, when available, in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally. 

We recently received CICM’s 2016 

annual report. It contains many of 

the highlights of another amazing 

ministry year as God is at work 

through Ajai and Indu Lall plus 

their whole team. It is work we 

have the privilege of being a part 

of here through our support of 

CICM! Here are some of the main 

areas of work being done:  

 Evangelism 

 Leadership training 

 Medical (a nursing program 

as well as a hospital + other 

avenues for providing care) 

 Youth/children’s ministry 

(provides assistance/care) 

You can access an electronic version of the full report from CICM’s website.

We are including this information about MBC for one more edition of “The Vine” ... 

For many years now, Southland has partnered with the ministry of Maranatha Bible Camp near 

Everton, MO. The main component of that is the annual Summer camp sessions (plus other 

occasional times). Many SCC families have been blessed through Maranatha. We are certainly 

grateful for the opportunity to participate in their work and to benefit from that work each year. 

It’s why we want to make you aware of a new effort they are 

undertaking. They’re calling it “Make It Better,” it’s a vision of 

3 main projects to enhance the camp’s ministry: a lake, a 

covered pavilion and a dedicated worship center with a 

basement. We have some informational brochures available in 

the alcove about these projects. Of course, if you are viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click on this link: 

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/home/make-it-better. We invite you to become aware of what’s happening at 

Maranatha and consider if God is leading you to help support their work by giving to these projects. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
http://maranathabiblecamp.org/home/make-it-better

