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We will gather at 9am for an
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From there, we will meet in
teams for prayer and
instructions before leaving to
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community.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on April 25

Upcoming Leadership Meetings
Sunday, April 8 (lunch
meeting after service)
… for elders, staff and
ministry leaders.
April 19 (6pm) … for elders and staff.

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
ministry year as we did in the last one.

Review of a way we experienced FAMILY recently at Southland:
“Cross CONNECT” in March ... It’s again been a
great way to build and experience a sense of
“FAMILY” across generational lines. Through
establishing (even re-establishing) connections
and encouraging one another through our
conversations about faith, we have been able to
benefit from being together with others beyond our own life situations. Whatever your life stage, we hope
you were able to be blessed and encouraged by being together with others during this time!

Some upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at Southland:
Our celebration of GOOD FRIDAY (March 30 at 7pm) and RESURRECTION SUNDAY (April 1 at 9 and
10:30am - 2 identical services) … it is very common to gather with our earthly families on Easter - that is
certainly a good thing! Make sure in the midst of this, you make it a priority to come together with your
church FAMILY to remember what is at the very center of our unity - what God has done for us through
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Join us and even invite someONE to join you!
Our “LIVE OUT: Service Day” on April 29 is an opportunity for us as a church FAMILY to be a blessing to
those beyond in our community. That’s part of what God’s FAMILY should be doing!
Three FAMILY-related events that are still far off in the distance:
Sunday, May 27 - donuts/pastries breakfast at 9am on Memorial Day weekend.
Sunday, June 24 - this will be the date for our 2nd annual “Church FAMILY Picnic” … we are hoping
that our partners from North Africa will be able to join us as well.
Sunday, August 26 (a long, long time away) - our annual “FLOURISH” event for the SCC FAMILY.
We have (FINALLY!) finished the most recent copy of the Southland “Church FAMILY
Directory.” It’s a way we want to encourage connections with one another as part
of the family. They have been available since Sunday, March 18. You can pick-up
your copy at the table in the foyer (one per family, please). From then on, there will
be extra copies at the Welcome Center.
Part of this process is that information will soon be outdated. As that happens we will continue to use this
basic space in “The Vine” to provide the latest updates. Of course, it will also be where we share the
information of those who are newer to the Southland FAMILY and need to be added.
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A PROPERTY Update:
We have been using this space to provide regular updates regarding the selling of a piece of our property
(see past editions of “The Vine” for a review). The buyer’s processes with the city to get approval for
their building plans opens our entire property up for scrutiny - even portions not directly related to this
sale. (It isn’t that it all makes sense, but it’s part of the reality we have to deal with.) The end result is this:
as part of the process, the city is going to require that we put a sidewalk along the whole length of our
property off of Kansas Avenue - the east side of the church.
This will not hinder the overall progress of the sale - we are still on track for a June closing date to the
best of our knowledge. But, we will have to address this issue. We will be getting bids on the project to
choose the best option for the project. It’s fairly new information so we’re not even too sure of when it
will be done; at this point, though, it seems like it can be done even after the sale is completed so we
have funds available from the sale itself.
Again, everything continues to move forward overall in the process, even with this hiccup. We ask that
you continue to be praying that everything continues to be accomplished as necessary. As always, please
don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions.

Graduation Recognition …

Part of what we do each graduation
season is celebrate our graduates - it’s what a FAMILY does! As we prepare for
the 2018 season, we are trying to make sure we have not left out the names of
any graduates (high school or college) who are part of the Southland family.
So far, our current list of high school graduates includes: Kayla Bryant, Kaitlyn Graves,
Matthew Graves, Kayla Gray, Abi Hoenshell, Wesley Holt, Ashley Justice, Erika Lobati,
Shelby Ritz, Lada Samarska and Meghan Stewart.
Please let Les know if there are other high school or college (and beyond) graduates we need to
include as we celebrate the 2018 graduation season later in May.

Other general Reminders & Info ...
What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine” (plus elsewhere), but this is an effort to consolidate things.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
At 9am, we typically have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School
classes for kids and youth through high school). In March, that has meant what we
call “Cross Connect.” We will be back to our regular Connect Groups in April (though
the schedule will be different on 4/1 and 4/29). See p. 15 for more details.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time
when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See page 14 for more
details about what’s happening in April.
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WEEKLY Schedule of Events (cont. listed by time of the week):
Sundays evenings at 6pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth - see
pages 10-11 for details.
Wednesdays … CULTIVATE (GROW DEEP ministry) - meal served at 5:30pm
with ministry programming at 6:30pm. We began a new session on March
21 - it runs through April 25. See p. 15 for more information.

Other Events (listed by date):
Throughout March, we are collecting non-perishable food items to benefit the
Salvation Army. Items can be brought on Sunday, March 25 and even on Wednesday,
March 28. It’s a great way to be a blessing!

Friday, March 23 … monthly meeting of Box Top Girls (6pm).
Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 24 … “BELIEVE” conference for middle school youth.
Sunday, March 25 … a meeting for VBS leaders.
Friday, March 30 at 7pm … Good Friday service here at Southland (we will be joined by
Countryside Christian Church). It’s a time to come and reflect on Jesus’ death on the cross.
We will also participate in the Lord’s Supper as part of this time of worship.
Sunday, April 1 (Resurrection Sunday) — due to anticipated numbers (always higher on this
Sunday), we will have 2 identical ENCOUNTER services . Sunday School classes for kids/youth
and CONNECT Groups will not meet. However, during both time slots, we will offer our normal
kids’ programming (nursery up through age 2 + KidENCOUNTER groups for ages 3 through
5th grade) - basically, it’s what we would typically offer at 10:30 offered during both
ENCOUNTER times for this week. See p. 14 for more details on the theme.
Thursday, April 5 at 9:30am … Moms Set Apart (see p. 13 for more details).
Saturday, April 7 (6-8pm) … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet. We
have a couple of tables available for those who might want to attend. Contact
the office with questions or to reserve a spot.
Sunday, April 8 at noon … our next lunch meeting for all elders, staff and ministry leaders.
Sunday, April 15 at 5pm … “Discover Southland” - an event for those who are newer to the
SCC family.

Tuesday, April 17 at 6:30pm … motherhood.inspired and the men’s group will be meeting.
Thursday, April 19 at 9:30am … Moms Set Apart (see p. 13 for more details).
Thursday, April 19 at 6pm … meeting for elders and staff.
Friday, April 27 at 6pm … the next BTG meeting (see p. 13 for more details).
Sunday, April 29 … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” - a day we set aside
for actively serving in our community. We will have various projects for people to
choose from. After a brief time of ENCOUNTER, we will then be dismissed to go
LIVE OUT service. See page 18 for more information about this day.
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Friday, May 4 & Saturday, May 5 … the youth yard sale (a bit earlier this
year). This is a fundraiser for the senior high youth group’s trip to the
“MOVE” conference. Les has already started collecting donations! Bring
them by the church during office hours or contact him (417-773-1650).
Sunday, May 6 … a meeting for all VBS volunteers.
JUNE … check out the “Southland KIDS” section (page 9) for a list of dates for
the summer camp season at Maranatha as well as information about the
registration process. Registration needs to happen in April (again, see p. 9).
Sunday, June 24 … our 2nd annual “Church FAMILY Picnic.”
July 16-21 … the 2018 edition of the “MOVE” conference in
Warrensburg, MO for those entering their freshman year through
graduating seniors. The theme this year is “CONTRAST.”

Monday, July 30 - Thursday, August 2 (6pm each evening) … these are the
dates for our 2018 VBS. Make sure you have it on your calendar! Soon, we
will be asking for volunteers and communicating more information about
how you can help. Be looking for more information as we get ready for
another great week.
REMINDER: If you want to check out sermons you’ve missed, you can use whatever “Podcast” app
to search for “Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast.” The same material can be accessed
directly through the website (go to the “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for).

FINANCIAL UPDATE
A March overview will be available in the next edition of “The Vine” when the month is finished. Halfway
through our fiscal year (it runs from September to August), our tithe income is at $231,725 - that includes a
larger than normal December. Overall, we are still in decent shape as we wait for the property sale in June.
That will significantly impact our finances as it reduces our debt as well as our regular mortgage payment.

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:
we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the
prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to
make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would
rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well.
Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such
updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added.
We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about
our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join).
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What MATTers to me …
Leading up to our annual celebration of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have spent March in a series
simply titled “The GOOD NEWS.” It’s a great time to focus on the story of what God has done for us as well
as the significance of that story for our lives.
It seems each time I come back to the story and the season, there is a different aspect that particularly
stands out. For sure, nothing has changed, but as we look at it again, something new stands out. This year,
here’s what has drawn my attention: our salvation has NOTHING to do with what we do for ourselves; it’s all
about what God has done for us in Jesus. Now, it’s not like that’s a new theological concept for me. And yet,
in a world where so much is based on our performance (what/how we DO), it’s hard for us to remember that
this story is about what God has DONE! It’s why Paul emphasizes the importance of our FAITH - our
response of trusting in Jesus’ completed work. It’s why the NT is going to say there is no room for
BOASTING - how can we when it’s about what God has made happen, not us. It’s why the language of God’s
GRACE and LOVE are so prominent; such words draw us to His activity. It’s why throughout the NT, we see
this insistence that our own works are utterly inadequate for dealing with our sins and saving ourselves.
Eugene Peterson has said it this way (I love this quote; it’s such a poignant reminder):
“We cannot save ourselves by pulling on our bootstraps, even when the bootstraps are made of
the finest religious leather!”
For sure, our conduct matters (you cannot argue that point when reading the NT); it just has NOTHING to do with us
earning or attaining salvation. The reality of sin is that it creates a problem that we are incapable of solving on our
own. It reminds me of the following story that provides an analogy for the reality of our situation:
In 1992, a cargo ship left Hong Kong, bound for the United States. While in route, the ship hit
rough seas, and several shipping containers were washed overboard and lost at sea. One of
the lost shipping containers held 28,000 plastic bath toys - rubber ducks, turtles & frogs. The
container broke open, and the toys were set free into the Pacific.
From there, they began to travel. A few lucky ducks landed in Hawaii, some made shore in
Alaska, others beached in South America, Australia and the Pacific Northwest. The plastic toys
have even been found frozen in Arctic ice. Others made their way to Scotland and
Newfoundland, in the Atlantic. There are also some 2,000 plastic toys that still (as of 2011)
bob around in a vortex of currents which stretches between Japan, southeast Alaska, Kodiak
and the Aleutian Islands. The churning area holds a floating, plastic trash heap about the size
of Texas.
Even 20 years later, some of the rubber ducks still break free of its grasp. It occasionally
happens – a 20-year-old rubber duck washes up on the Alaskan shore. But it doesn't just
happen and the ducks don't set themselves free. Instead, it takes something external – a shift
in the wind, a storm that blows across, marine life that bumps a duck out of the current. If not
for an outside influence, the ducks would stay trapped in the floating trash heap.

That is a good analogy for capturing the condition God’s Word says we are in because of sin. Outside of Christ, we
find ourselves hopelessly floating in the vast ocean of SIN, unable to escape the floating trash heap of it all.
And yet, just as something external (an outside influence) can come along and free those plastic toys, something from
outside our world - indeed, someONE from outside of our world - has entered into our world to set us free. “For
God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son” is how it is announced in John 3:16. As we see it in a
couple of NT texts, it’s the two little words “BUT GOD …” They are words reminding us that whatever our condition
may be because of sin, He has done something to change the story in Jesus!
The GOOD NEWS of Jesus is not some kind of self-help telling us what we can do to fix our problem. It is an
announcement that we cannot do it; but God CAN, and, in fact, God HAS. It’s why Paul calls the Good News the
“power of God for the salvation of all who believe” (Romans 1:16). That’s why we come back to this story and celebrate
it each year. It’s a reminder of what He has DONE on our behalf.
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A Note from Jon ...
NOTE:

Many times, Jon writes an article that specifically fits the “ENCOUNTER” theme - reflecting
on an element of our worship. When that happens, we include his article in that section.
There are other times (like the past few editions) when his article is broader than just what
happens then. For such occasions, we include that article at this point in “The Vine.”

Our church is absolutely
full of individuals and
couples who love the
Lord dearly and express
their love for Him by
serving His church body
here at Southland. Until recently, I used this “Acknowledging Worship Service” heading exclusively for
those on the worship team. But in this series, I want to acknowledge those I am privileged to work with
directly in the ministries I oversee like the kids’ ministry. In the end, how these people serve week in
and week out at Southland is absolutely an expression of WORSHIP. Why? Because worship in it’s very
definition is “to willingly give of yourself to God” no matter what shape or form it may be.
In the last edition, I mentioned a couple who has made a big impact in the SouthlandKIDS ministry.
What blows my mind is that we have several who, each week, make a huge impact! I’d like to focus
today on Andy and Donna Lillard. Unlike Joe and April Whittaker who are relatively new to the SCC
family, the Lillards have quite the history here, several years before my time on staff. In that time,
they’ve always stepped up to serve in several ways, including being a youth sponsor during the early
years of Les Londeen’s ministry (if you didn’t know, it’s been a while - Haha!).
Having two kids of their own
(Madison and Isabelle) who are
actively involved in SouthlandKIDS,
they have a vested interest in the
success and fruitfulness of the
ministry. And it shows! Also, with
Donna being a teacher, she’s not
only naturally gifted in this area,
but has been equipped in ways
beyond me to kno w and
understand how kids learn and
develop both in knowledge and in
faith.
Andy and Donna lead or assist at least once a month in “Kid ENCOUNTER,” our kids’ church service at
10:30 on Sunday mornings. They have also played a large role in our kids’ Sunday school classes over
the years, teaching on a regular rotation and filling in wherever and whenever needed. If that weren’t
enough, Donna has volunteered for the past several years to lead our Bible teaching portion of VBS;
she does an amazing job working with the individual teachers to plan and coordinate it all! And Andy, if
work doesn’t interfere, is one of our highly skilled and superb security guards during the week of VBS.
So for all Andy and Donna do for our church family, specifically for the time and energy they put into
the kids’ ministry, we say “THANK YOU!” Thank you for serving Jesus and His church sacrificially. You
are true worshippers!
Next time you see Andy and Donna, make sure to let them know you’re thankful for them!
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“Discipleship Jr.”
This year-long curriculum challenges the kids about being a disciple or
follower of Jesus. It’s designed to equip kids in all areas of their life: heart,
soul, mind and strength. We don’t want to just feed kids information; we
want to make sure God’s Word is truly in their hearts for transformation!
We think this is a more effective way of doing just that. It’s a great
opportunity for our kids to come and learn on their level.

A couple of reminders for April:

We will offer “Kid ENCOUNTER” during both services on 4/1.
No “Kid ENCOUNTER” on 4/8 or 4/29 (see p. 14 for details).

During Cultivate, our kids (ages 4 - 5th grade) are participating in a
fun, energetic, Bible-based program called “JESUS 4U.” Kids are
discovering ways that, through Christ, God is for them, not against
them. In fact, He wants to partner with them to help even kiddos
share the Gospel with others through words and actions!

SCC’s 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by Jesus”
Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2
(as is our custom, our VBS is in the evenings from 6-8pm)
If you are willing to help, there will be plenty of opportunities to
contribute. Be looking for information about volunteering to serve
during that week. There will be a volunteer meeting on Sunday, May 6.
Of course, we will also have ways you can help by donating supplies, etc.
Our next nursing home service at The Neighborhoods at Quail
Creek will be Sunday, April 15 at 1:15pm. This is an
opportunity for the whole family to get together to sing, have
fun and be a blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you
to come and join us. You can just show-up at Quail Creek.
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Summer 2018 at Maranatha
The 2018 camp season at Maranatha Bible Camp is
fast approaching. We’ve already been communicating
the dates of the sessions Southland will be attending
(they are listed below again). For now, though,
what’s most important is that registration for
Maranatha is happening during the month of April!
The theme for this Summer is “CITIZEN.”
Here again are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending:

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st grade)

June 9 (Saturday)

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th grades)

June 14-16 (Thursday - Saturday)

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 10-13 (Sunday - Wednesday)

Middle School Camp (7th-8thgrades)

June 17-22 (Sunday - Friday)

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!
REGISTERING for camp: Maranatha has moved towards an electronic
registration system and we need to provide some information about
that process. So, instead of using paper forms, we are again sending
you to their website to register your kids and yourself if you are
planning to sponsor:
http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/summer-registration
(if viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on the link)
If you already have an account from last year or a Jr. Bash session, you will be able to log
back in with those credentials. Otherwise, you will be prompted to create an account and
then proceed to complete the registration process.
2 special instructions to help us with our own internal processes (scholarships, etc.):
1.

Make sure you select the “pay by check” option. This will make the convenience fee
disappear (assuming everything’s the same as last year). Also, this is what needs to be
done because we will still be handling the payment process as we have in the past
with scholarships, etc. Once we have all the registrations in (the deadline will be the
end of April), we will figure the amount owed by each family based on available
scholarships. We will communicate the amount owed for each family and collect that
in the first half of May.

2.

In the registration process, make sure you choose “Southland Christian Church” (the
same applies for friends attending with our group). This will really be the only way we
can know who has signed-up to attend with us.

Towards the end of April, we can make a station available at the church to help with this
registration process if it’s needed. Of course, feel free to ask if you need any assistance.
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Les’ latest
The time has arrived and the college basketball season is coming to a close. As teams approach post-season
play, we use labels like “March madness” or “The Big Dance” referring to the highly coveted NCAA national
tournament. In offices across the country, brackets are published and workers take a few minutes to glance at
the updated scores as games are televised.
This year, history was made on the hardwood. A Division 1 basketball school entered the esteemed
tournament as a 16-seed (that’s the lowest seed in each of the 4 brackets). That meant a low probability of
advancing past the first round of the NCAA tournament because they were playing a 1-seed, the undisputed
number one team overall. Despite the odds, the University of Maryland at Baltimore County knocked off
Virginia. It wasn’t some buzzer-beater or last-second play, UMBC won by a whopping 20 points. It was the first
time a 16-seed had ever beaten a 1-seed in the tournament. We all know that falling short of our expectations
leads to disappointment both on and off the court. Such was the case for Virginia. However, on the other side,
if we, like 16-seeded UMBC, keep looking forward with hope, we could make history. UMBC remained fixed on
the goal and the result allowed all kinds of dancing and celebrating as the game clock expired.
King David knew about keeping his eyes fixed on his goal. Even though he had been chosen by God to lead his
people, he faced many challenges. However, when he cried out to God in his pain and held onto the hope
found in Him, David’s mourning was turned into dancing. Here’s what he writes in Psalm 30:11-12 … You
turned my wailing into dancing; You removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to
You and not be silent.
Jesus experienced far greater trials when He came to earth. He endured the cross and submitted Himself to
God for the joy that was set before Him. He also knew that mourning would soon be turned to dancing.
Sometimes, God changes our perspective in difficult situations so that we are able to endure them. Other
times He relieves us by setting us free from the difficulties. Whatever our circumstances may be, we can
submit ourselves to Him because of His love and faithfulness toward us. As we seek Him in the midst of daily
challenges, we may not be certain of when or how He will relieve us, but we can be certain that somehow,
someway, He will meet us there. Let’s dance!

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students. Sundays from 6-8pm.
Group Huddle is currently using a curriculum called “Feed the Dog.” We
have two natures battling for our attention: our flesh and our spirit. The
messages of culture are loud and persistent, but the truth of Christ is the
only one that will satisfy. This material will help students realize the
importance of properly nourishing the right part of who they are through
the daily practice of spiritual disciplines. As the Psalmist says, they will “taste and see that the LORD
is good!” (Psalm 34:8) as they grow in their relationship with Christ and point others to Him.
GROUP HUDDLE MEALS … Each semester, we ask parents to
help defray the expense of our meals. If you haven’t yet, we
ask parents to send $20 for each teen from your
household who is attending (covers the whole semester).

(See the next page for specific themes for Group Huddle nights.)
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GROUP HUDDLE PLANS for the upcoming Sundays:
Sunday, March 25

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “March Madness”
Featuring basketball trivia and hilarious games

Sunday, April 1

No Group Huddle (Resurrection Sunday)

Sunday, April 8

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “A Night in Kiev”
Enjoy delicious desserts from Lada’s home country

Sunday, April 15

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “Ballpark Night”
Come wearing your favorite MLB team’s jersey

Sunday, April 22

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “Twinning Is Winning!”
Coordinate with a friend and dress alike … this is also part 1
of the “Coin Challenge”

Sunday, April 29

Normal Group Huddle - “Coin Challenge” part 2
Volunteers will fulfill their zany goal-raising challenges

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.)
Les is leading the middle school/high school youth during CULTIVATE (meal at 5:30 and class at
6:30). This session involves various service projects; wear casual clothing for cleaning and yard work.

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
The 2018 “BELIEVE” Conference is March 23-24 at the Kansas
City Convention Center … vans will return Saturday at 9pm.
Also, check out p. 9 for information about the 2018 camp season at
Maranatha Bible Camp. The middle school session (for kids entering 7th
and 8th grades) is June 17-22. Registration is happening in April.

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH …
MOVE Conference at the U. of Central
Missouri (Warrensburg) - July 16-21
MOVE is a 5-day event for incoming freshmen
through graduating seniors.
Please turn-in a $50 pre-registration fee by Sunday, April 8. Space is limited.
As always, the annual youth yard sale fundraiser will be held to help reduce
the overall cost (the actual cost is about $319/student). This year, the yard
sale will be Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5. Students, make sure the
date is on your calendar; parents, we’re accepting donations!
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southlandwomen
From Debbie … (Before reading this article, take out your Bible and read Psalm 136.)
This Psalm is a proclamation for our souls: “His faithful love endures forever!” is a refrain repeated
throughout. It reminds us first (vv. 1-9) of the majesty of the Creator and His mighty works of creation. Each
phrase speaking of one of God’s works is followed by a phrase connecting it to His love, and that phrase then
connects those mighty works to our souls. It is a "big picture" Psalm - a Psalm inviting us to remember that the
God who filled the skies with stars and perfectly set all creation in motion is intimately tied to His people
through a heart of love. This Psalm pushes us to rise above the details of life that so easily consume us. All
those items on a “to-do” list that circle in our brains as never-ending stressors often leave our hearts feeling
like there must be more to our purpose. Dinner needs to be cooked, a remodel project needs to be completed,
the bills have come due. Psalm 136 is a refuge for us when we are so overwhelmed and our hearts need a
moment with our Creator. It pushes us in wonder across the awesome scope of creation and connects us back
to our Father whose love for us endures forever.
As marvelous as those verses are, it is the middle section of this Psalm (vv. 10-22) that intrigues me most.
These verses move us away from the vistas of creation to the earthly events in Israel’s history. As we read
about them thousands of years later, we see how God was at work directing, in minute detail, the course of
His chosen people. We can begin to connect the dots from Egypt to Christ and marvel at the way God marched
events forward in such a way that an entire nation endured, intact even in exile, so that His Son could come to
be our Savior. Yet, to the people living through those times, the events described in the Psalm were great trials
of faith and fear. They did not immediately see that, in the midst of slavery in Egypt, God was at work. They
did not see beforehand that God's strong arm would move ahead of them so that they could conquer a land.
Time and time again in Scripture, we read about their fear and questioning as these events, so wonderfully
celebrated, were unfolding. The people were caught up in the immediate and did not see the big picture even
though God had told them exactly what He had planned. Without such a broad vision, life becomes a struggle
for meaning, a struggle of going from one crisis to the next. That was the life of Israel. Triumphs were
followed by trials and the people easily lost sight of the fact that “His faithful love endures forever.” Instead of
praising God for His enduring mercy and love, they cried over adverse circumstances and hardships. Their eyes
wandered from the wonders of the heavens settling instead on the weeds of the ground.
We are no different. As we struggle through the immediate, we too fail to remember God’s mercies and
enduring love in our lives. We too lose sight of the big picture of God's plan because today consumes us. The
check engine light, the financial pressures, the struggling marriage, a wayward child, the loss of a job, dashed
hopes or illness - whatever it may be, it can cause us, like the Israelites, to question God's plan. Sadly, we lose
sight of His purpose for us, a purpose that spans our lifetime and even beyond as our legacy is left behind.
Through it all, His love is enduring … far more expansive than the immediate circumstances of our days, even
lasting throughout eternity - it is a faithful love that endures FOREVER. Instead of praising God for his enduring
mercy and love, we cry over adverse circumstances and hardships. Yet all the time, God is at work.
This Psalm reminds us that God is a “big picture” God. He eventually works all things out for good just as He
ultimately worked out for Israel’s good all of their trials. A Savior was ultimately born - there is no greater
working out for good. God is at work, through His enduring love, inviting us to partner with Him in His “big
picture” plan for mankind. After all, He put us in that plan. If you need help holding on to this perspective,
make Psalm 136 a passage you read regularly. May we daily remember that we are part of something that is
much bigger than our circumstances as we remember these words: “His faithful love endures forever.”
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“LIVING PROOF Live” with Beth Moore
A conference opportunity including
quality time spent with other
Southland women.
DATES:

Leave at 1pm on Friday, 7/13 and
return at 6pm on Saturday, 7/14

COST:

The conference itself is $79 (there
is a discount if we have a group of
10 or more go) plus the cost of
motel, 2 meals and snacks.

Let Debbie or Kristie know by May 6 if you are planning to attend (the
$79 for the ticket is needed at that time).
The cost of the ticket is non-refundable, but it can be transferred to someone else.

Ladies’ bible study
Instead of Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study, we are offering a women’s-only
CULTIVATE class on Wednesday evenings (it started on March 21 and will run for 6
weeks through April 25). It is a study of A. W. Tozer’s book The Pursuit of God.

March meetings: Thursday, 4/5 and
Thursday, 4/19 (9:30-11:30am each time)
Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare.
Contact: Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).

motherhood.inspired
This will meet Tuesday, 4/17 from 6:30-8pm - the

men’s group will meet that evening too.

The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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The next BTG
meeting (after 3/23)
will be Friday, April
27 at 6pm.
Dinner is included.

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

A note about our ENCOUNTER times from the end of March through April ...
There are several different unique features that will be happening from now through the end of April. It seems
good to go ahead and provide some details in this space.

Sunday, March 25

… we will wrap-up the pre-Easter portion of our series
called “The GOOD NEWS.” Throughout March, we have been in this series
focusing on “the timeless story” of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Specifically,
we have been looking at classic texts announcing the significance of it all for us how the cross and the empty tomb impact our story. We will bring this series to
a close on Palm Sunday by looking at what John writes (both in his Gospel and
his first letter) about the LOVE of God that moved Him to send Jesus as a SUBSTITUTE SACRIFICE for us.

Sunday, April 1 (Resurrection Sunday!)

… we will be celebrating
Jesus’ resurrection in two identical services - at 9am and 10:30am. It will be a
continuation of our focus on “The GOOD NEWS.” Since it is also “April Fool’s
Day,” we are specifically looking this Easter through this theme we’re calling
“Victory of ‘FOOLS.’” The world may see those who are believers in Jesus as
FOOLS, even labeling them as such because of the way His followers live their
lives in this world. And yet, the reality of Jesus’ resurrection reminds us that because of what happened “on
the THIRD DAY,” those who place their faith in Him are VICTORIOUS - no matter how they world may see us!
On 4/1, our service will open with a “creative” element that will have our lights down at the very start of
service (just for 1-2 minutes). Please make sure you are in your seats right when we begin.
No Connect Groups or Sunday School classes for kids/youth on this day; we will, however, have our
normal “Kid ENCOUNTER” programming during both services (for kids age 3 through 5th grade) as well
as nursery care for kids through age 2.

Sunday, April 8

… we will have a special “worship ENCOUNTER” service. Instead of a typical sermon, we
will be devoting our whole service to using songs, Scripture readings and creative elements in addition to the
Lord’s Supper. (We have done these for one Sunday in April for the past few years.) The flow will be based on
Isaiah 6:1-8 where we see Isaiah’s own “encounter” with God. It’s always a great worship experience!

For this day, we will NOT have normal “Kid ENCOUNTER” (grades 1-5); they will remain in the service.
We will still have nursery care (up through age 2) and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (ages 3 through K).

Sundays, April 15 and 22

… these will be two “normal” weeks - sermon themes for this two-week

period to be determined.

Sunday, April 29

… this is our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” The highlight of this day
is the service projects we will be participating in through the community (see p. 18 for more
information about this day overall). For ENCOUNTER purposes, it will mean that we meet at
9am instead of 10:30am for this Sunday only - a briefer worship service before we leave to
serve. There will again be NO “Kid ENCOUNTER” for grade school students on this day.
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.
We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
On Sunday, March 25, we will finish up our current “Cross Connect”
session. It has again been a great opportunity for both creating crossgenerational connections and having good dialogue about a life of faith
with those in other phases of life.
For the months of April and May, we will return to our “normal” Connect Groups. Each group will be starting
new material on Sunday, April 8 (no “Connect” on Sunday, April 1 because of the two services; they will not
meet on the “LIVE OUT: Service Day” on Sunday, April 29 either). So, if you’re not already connected with
such a group, we encourage you to take advantage of this time to make that happen! See the flyers by the

“CONNECT” banner in the foyer for more information about these groups.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

If you don’t want to click on the flyer link, here’s a preview of what’s happen in this session:
Debbie Nelson is leading a women’s study through A.W. Tozer’s book The Pursuit of God.
The men are taking a look at a video series called The Christian Atheist - not only saying we
believe in God, but actively and practically living like it!

See the kids’ and youth pages for information about Wednesday evening plans for those groups.
DEEPER LIFE GROUPS … we have not forgotten about this avenue for helping people “GROW DEEP”
roots in the faith. In fact, we are currently looking at ways to revamp and re-launch the “D-Group”
concept as we move toward September 2018 and beyond. Be looking for more info about this!
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people
to serve as part of the Southland family. Below, we have identified some key upcoming ways:
We are currently working to assemble a ministry team that will work on some MAINTENANCE
projects once the property sale has happened. If you would like to serve on such a ministry
team, please let the office know soon. We will be putting that team together soon so that we
can be ready to go with projects once funds are available in June.
We are preparing for our 2018 VBS: “SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by
Jesus” (Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 … 6-8pm each evening).
Soon, we will be recruiting volunteers to serve with this year’s VBS. There will
be a meeting for all involved on Sunday, May 6.
It’s again the time of year for mowing! If you are willing to help in any capacity with the
mowing (e.g. as part of a regular rotation, mowing the field to the south, helping with any
maintenance/repair of the mower, etc.), please let the office know.
THANK YOU to all of those who volunteered to serve with
our Sunday School classes during March. It certainly helped
the “Cross Connect” experience go well!!
THANK YOU to all of those who helped with the Branch workday on Sunday, March 4.
There are too many names to list, but so many people (from the Branch + their families as well
as others) contributed on that day in painting, re-wiring light fixtures, cleaning, etc. Well done!
THANK YOU to Gary Gambill who has devoted so much time and energy into our network
system and such things over the past few years. That continued recently as he helped us
upgrade our firewall and make sure things are secure overall. Make sure you thank him for the
Wi-fi that works and all the service he’s devoted to the Southland family in this way!
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SERVING SCHEDULE – April 2018
4/1
4/8
4/15
4/22
4/29

Greeters

Welcome Center

Foyer Hosts

Deckards (8:45-9:10)

Wilber K. and Sue M. (8:45-9:10)

Dennis & Kay M.

Woods (10:15-10:40)

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)

|——— Ernie & Charlotte E. ———|

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

|——— Warren & Carolyn B. ———|
Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Terry & Brenda O.
AJ & Terra G.

|————— Jay & Kim T. —————|
Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Ben & Debbie J.

|——— Steve & LeeAnn M. ———|

(N/A – “LIVE OUT: Service Day” … ENCOUNTER service at 9am on this day)

Communion Preparation

Serving Team Leader

Computer

4/1

Mark Miller & TBA (2 services)

TBA (2 services)

4/8

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

4/22

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

4/29

Les Londeen & youth

Sonya or Alexis Simpson

4/15

Warren & Carolyn Burros

4/1 - 8:50-10:20am
4/1 - 10:20-dismissal
4/8 - 8:50-10:20am
4/8 - 10:20-dismissal
4/15 - 8:50-10:20am
4/15 - 10:20-dismissal
4/22 - 8:50-10:20am
4/22 - 10:20-dismissal
4/29 - 8:50-10am
4/29 - no 10:30 service

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Debbie Nelson
Kristin Londeen
Debbie Nelson
Amanda Butler
Carissa Virtue
Jenelle Smith
Amanda Miller
Natalie Wuerch
Susan Graves
N/A

Debbie Nelson + Kristie Martin
Kristin Londeen + Lada Samarska
Debbie Nelson + Pam Sewell
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller
Carissa Virtue + Stacy Gambill
Jenelle/Kira Smith
Amanda/Abbi Miller
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller
Graves Family
N/A (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”)

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

4/1

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. (10:30am)

Jon’s team (9am) + Les’ team (10:30am)

4/8

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W.

N/A - kids in service

4/15

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R.

Joe & April W. - Lada S.

4/22

Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S.

(either Jon’s team or Neils/Lillards - t.b.d.)

4/29

Kristie M. - Sam N.

N/A - “LIVE OUT: Service Day”
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

biblecamp.org

www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

Sunday, April 29, 2018 will be our second annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
It’s a day to intentionally focus church-wide on SERVICE - living out an active love.
As we did last April 2, we will meet at 9am for our time of ENCOUNTER worship
(please note this time change for this one Sunday only!!). We will then be dismissed
to spread out and serve in our community.
We are in the process of planning and preparing for the day. For now, what we want
to make sure you do is get the date marked on the calendar and plan on being here
to participate in this special day. More will be communicated along the way in April.
Also, we will again wear t-shirts especially designed for this day. If you ordered one
last year, check to make sure it will still work this year. If you need a new one - or if
you weren’t around for the day last year and need one - you can order one through
Sunday, April 8 (there is a display in the front corner of the auditorium for this).
Cost is $10. It’s a great way to shine some LIGHT as we’re serving in Jesus’ Name.
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We won’t go into the rationale again (you can check out the previous
editions of “The Vine” for more information), but we wanted to again briefly
highlight what we’re calling our “ONE for ONE” effort. We want this to be
something that we keep in the forefront of our hearts and minds as a church
family at Southland. During the month of February, many from the Southland
family made this commitment to say they would join us in being ONE who is
for ONE who is outside of Christ (or more). It’s all part of LIVING OUT this
basic responsibility, calling and identity as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and
“AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). In fact, it’s been a big part of our
“Cross Connect” content in March.
Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE”
It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering ourselves
to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us.
Some specifics of what that means:
It means being ONE who prays regularly and persistently for that ONE.
It means being ONE who strives for the good of that ONE – to help see God’s blessings become an obvious reality.
It means being ONE who looks for opportunities to have faith conversations with that ONE.
It means being ONE who shares with that ONE the story of Jesus and what He has done (being His “witness”).
It means being ONE whose goal is to help lead that ONE to faith in Christ, even baptizing that ONE into Him and
helping that ONE grow in Him.

If you didn’t have the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us , the supplies (with instructions) are still at
the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready. We hope you join us in being
“ONE for ONE!”

In case you haven't thought about it, Easter Sunday is a particularly great opportunity for you to be “ONE” who
invites “ONE” to join us as we celebrate the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a medical ministry trip).
The team is in place and has begun the process of preparing for the week. Please be praying for that trip: yes,
for the logistics, but more importantly, for the work that will be done through the team! Remember, we also
have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (a focus on more of a work project).
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