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We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on March 21. 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

Connect Groups in March 

 

 

 

 

4 cross-generational groups (high school and up) 

meeting to build relationships across the ages 

and to discuss together living out faith in Christ.  

All 4 Sundays in March at 9am. 

See page 14 for details about this session. 

 

 

 

 
DST begins Sunday, March 11 

 Upcoming Easter Season at SCC: 
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The Southland “FAMILY” 
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing. 

Encouraging its continuation. 

As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the 

“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this 

ministry year as we did in the last one. 

Review of a couple of FAMILY opportunities at Southland: 

The “Women’s Winter Warm-Up” from February 9 

Over 60 ladies from within the Southland family gathered on a Friday early 
in February for a relaxed time of fun, food and fellowship. The women’s 
ministry team hosted this evening as a great way to help foster relational 

connections. Within most any family, you see ladies enjoying the opportunity to be together; it’s no 
different in a church FAMILY. The women’s ministry will continue to help create such opportunities in 
the months to come (see page 12 about a specific opportunity in July). 

———————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 

The Southland “Kids’ Olympiad” from February 25 
 

This 2018 version of the “Kids’ Olympiad” was once again a huge success! As they always do, the kids 
had a blast having fun together. It was a great time together for everyone within the Southland 
FAMILY that came for the evening. See pages 8-9 for more from about the evening. 

Some upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at Southland: 

“Cross CONNECT” in March ... Here’s why we 

have used these groups: just like an earthly 

family stretches across many ages, this is a 

great opportunity for us to experience a sense 

of church “FAMILY” across generational lines. 

See page 14 for more details. 

Our celebration of GOOD FRIDAY (March 30 at 7pm) and RESURRECTION SUNDAY (April 1 at 9 and 

10:30am - 2 identical services) … this is a time when we gather to remember what is at the very center of 

our unity as a church FAMILY - what God has done for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Please 

make it a priority to join your church FAMILY and invite someone (maybe that ONE) to join you! 

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DRIVE during the month of March … this is one of the ways we are striving to be a FAMILY 

that blesses those BEYOND our FAMILY. It is to benefit the Salvation Army and its food pantry. Check out page 17 

for all the details.  



3 

 

A PROPERTY Update: 

We have been using this space in “The Vine” to provide regular updates regarding the process of selling 

some of our property (see past editions of “The Vine” for review). At this point, we’re still in the WAITING 

phase. Everything continues to move forward in the buyer’s processes (there is A LOT that is required!). 

Please continue to be praying that everything continues to unfold smoothly. We are still targeting June as 

the time when the sale will be finalized. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info  ... 
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
Wintry weather is still a possibility (as we experienced back on 2/11). 

Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our 

regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be 

made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at 

least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 On the front page of our website:  www.gosouthland.org. 

 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”  

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:  If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call 

when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405. 

As of the end of February, we are almost finisehd collecting and verifying contact 

information for those in the Southland FAMILY … FINALLY! We will be printing the 

directory and making it available sometime in March (either 3/11 or 3/18). When it is 

ready, we will have copies available in the foyer for you to pick-up. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine” (plus elsewhere), but this is an effort to consolidate things. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

Every Sunday morning in March at 9am … another session of “Cross Connect” in 

March. For this session, we will be using some material designed to help us reflect 

on sharing the Good News with others. See page 14 for more details about this 

session. Sunday School classes for kids and youth (through middle school) also 

meet during this time. 
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WEEKLY Schedule of Events (cont. listed by time of the week): 

Every Sunday morning at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - 

the time when we gather together as a church FAMILY to meet with 

God. See page 13 for more details about our preaching calendar for 

March as well as a couple of adjustments for the month of March. 

Sundays evenings at 6pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth - see 

pages 10-11 for details. 

Wednesdays … CULTIVATE (GROW DEEP ministry) - meal served 

beginning at 5:30pm with ministry programming at 6:30pm. One 

session will end on March 7 and a new one will begin on March 21 

(nothing on March 14). Be looking for more details. 
 

Other Events (listed by date): 

“Daylight Saving Time” begins Sunday, March 12; yes, the first of two 

annual weekends that mess with kids’ schedules - yay!! Make sure you 

SPRING FORWARD by setting your clocks ahead that Saturday night (of 

course, your smart phone should do it automatically) or you’ll be late! 

Tuesday, March 20 … motherhood.inspired and men’s group meeting (6:30-8pm). 

Thursday, March 22 … Moms Set Apart (9:30-11:30am). 

Friday, March 23 … monthly meeting of Box Top Girls (6pm). 

Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 24 … the middle school youth group’s annual trip to 

the “BELIEVE” conference in Kansas City. See page 11 for details. 

Sunday, March 25 … a meeting for VBS leaders. 

Friday, March 30 at 7pm … Good Friday service here at Southland. 

Sunday, April 1 (Resurrection Sunday) — due to anticipated numbers (always higher on this 

Sunday), we will have 2 identical ENCOUNTER services. Sunday School classes for kids/youth 

and CONNECT Groups will not meet. However, during both time slots, we will offer our normal 

kids’ programming (nursery up through age 2 + KidENCOUNTER groups for ages 3 through 

5th grade) - basically, it’s what we would typically offer at 10:30 offered during both 

ENCOUNTER times for this week. 

Sunday, April 8 at noon … our next lunch meeting for all elders, staff and ministry leaders. 

Sunday, April 29 … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” This is a day that 

we set aside for actively serving in the midst of our community. We will have 

various projects for people to choose from. After a brief time of ENCOUNTER, we 

will then be dismissed to go LIVE OUT service. See page 18 for more 

information about this day. 

Friday, May 4 & Saturday, May 5 … the youth yard sale (a bit earlier this 

year). This is a fundraiser for the senior high youth group’s annual trip 

to the “MOVE” conference. Les is all ready to start collecting donations! 

Bring them by the church office hours or contact him (417-773-1650).  
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JUNE … It’s still awhile off, but check out the “Southland KIDS” section (page 9) 

for a list of dates for the summer camp season at Maranatha. Registration will 

happen in April. 

July 16-21 … the 2018 edition of the “MOVE” conference in 

Warrensburg, MO for those entering their freshman year through 

graduating seniors. The theme this year is “CONTRAST.” 

Monday, July 30 - Thursday, August 2 (6pm each evening) … dates for our 2018 VBS. Make 

sure you have it on your calendar! Be looking for more information as we get ready for 

another great week! 

 

 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for February = $35,307 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,826 

70  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through February) is $231,725 for a weekly average 

of $8,912  

50 . That puts us in a good spot, though we know that some special contributions raised that total; 

we do anticipate things will even out over the next few months. Obviously, a big factor for this fiscal year 

will be the property sale, specifically, the mortgage relief it can offer (currently paying $7,500 a month). 
Leadership is certainly grateful for the position we are in as we wait for that process to unfold. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … February 2018 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

As a reminder, we did have a great December 2017. After a down January, we had another good month in 

February. Overall, our numbers for this fiscal year (September 2017 through August 2017) are still in decent 

shape. Thank you for your faithful and generous participation in this grace of giving at Southland! 

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about 

our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join). 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would 

rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

 

REMINDER:  If you want to check out sermons you’ve missed, you can use whatever “Podcast” app 
to search for “Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast.” The same material can be accessed 
directly through the website (go to the “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for). 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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What MATTers to me - more on “ONE or ONE” … 
We want to make sure we continue to communicate about our “ONE 
for ONE” effort. It’s this way of emphasizing the responsibility and 
calling that is ours as followers of Jesus in this world. I’m not going 
to go over again all of the rationale behind the idea. What I do want to 
use this space for is to reinforce what this commitment is about (we 
shared much of this in letter form, but wanted to make it available 
here as well). 

At the display in the alcove of the auditorium, we have highlighted and 
clarified what the commitment means. Primarily, our focus is on those 
who are outside of Christ - who the “ONEs” we are “for” should be. 
Maybe it’s someone who has wandered away from a life of faith; your 
heart is to help them find their way back. Or, maybe it’s someone who has never had a faith relationship with 
Jesus; your heart is to be a part of helping them find that. Whatever the specifics, here’s what it is about: 

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE” 

It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering 

ourselves to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

This is about God’s calling in our lives – both an invitation and, even more, an instruction to us as His 
people. It’s about participating in the mission Jesus gave His church to do. It’s about offering ourselves to 
the Holy Spirit as willing instruments to be used in reaching those around us. In the end, it’s about our 
IDENTITY as Jesus’ people - we are His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and “AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 
5:20). In other words, t’s not just what we are to DO; it’s who we are to BE! 

To that broad statement, we added the following. 

Some specifics of what that means: 

It means being ONE who prays regularly and persistently for that ONE. 

It means being ONE who strives for the good of that ONE – to help see God’s blessings 
become an obvious reality. 

It means being ONE who looks for opportunities to have faith conversations with that ONE. 

It means being ONE who shares with that ONE the story of Jesus and what He has done 

(being His “witness”). 

It means being ONE whose goal is to help lead that ONE to faith in Christ, even baptizing 
that ONE into Him and helping that ONE grow in Him. 

Through this effort, we want our hearts to be tuned-in to what God is trying to use us to bring about in the 
lives of others around us. Maybe it’s easy for you to think about all of this as a daunting challenge that fills 
you with fear. Maybe it’s easy for you to think of thousands of things you’d rather do than calm your nerves 
and share your story with others. Maybe it’s easy for you to see it as a burdensome duty. But, just think: the 
God of the universe - our heavenly Father - is putting you and me in the position where we can help 
influence the course of eternal destinies. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5, He is making His appeal to others 
through us. Sure, it’s challenging. Sure, the conversations are not guaranteed to go as we might want them 
to. And yet, when we frame it properly, it’s a great privilege to be “ONE for ONE!”  
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A Note from Jon ... 

NOTE:   Many times, Jon writes an article that fits specifically “ENCOUNTER” theme - reflecting on an 

element of our weekly worship. When that happens, we include his article in that section. There 

are other times (like with last month and this month too) when his article is broader than just 

what happens then. For such occasions, we include that article at this point in “The Vine.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It has been a long time since I’ve used some space thanking the amazingly talented men and women 

who serve on our ministry teams here at Southland. So, I thought now was as good as time as any to 

revisit this portion of the Vine I call, “Acknowledging Worship Service.” Now, in the past, I’ve reserved 

these acknowledgements exclusively for worship team members (i.e. vocalists, musicians and tech 

team members), but this time, I want to encourage some of the more “behind the scenes” men and 

women. They are those who may not specifically serve on the worship team, but how they do serve 

week in and week out at Southland is absolutely an expression of WORSHIP. Why? Because worship in 

it’s very definition is “to willingly give of yourself to God” no matter what shape or form it may be.  

This month, I want to give special recognition to one couple who has, 

(even before becoming members several months back) played a huge 

role in our children’s ministry. Joe and April Whittaker are two of the 

most humble, God-honoring, gifted and willing servants I have ever had 

the honor to work alongside (and call my friends). They’re also great 

parents, raising three adorably awesome daughters – Natalia, Erin and 

Josalyn – who I’ve also grown to love and enjoy being around in my 

relatively short time knowing them. As parents, Joe and April bring with 

them an understanding of kids and how to help them best worship. Even 

beyond that, they are rooted in God’s Word and love using fun and 

creative ways to teach. It’s a great way to effectively instill God’s 

awesome truths in the hearts of kids at Southland. 

Since they joined the Southland family, they’ve stepped up in a big way 

by becoming regular contributors to our teaching teams and even the 

overall leadership of SouthlandKIDS. That’s not to mention their broader 

involvement with Children of Praise, Maranatha Bible Camp, VBS, the 

Olympiad and so many other kid’s events. Furthermore, this coming summer, I’m super excited to 

announce that April (and I’m sure Joe will contribute greatly) is going to be co-directing our Vacation 

Bible School! She brings with her experience in this department beyond even my own, as she has 

directed VBS in the past at their former church in southeast Missouri. 

Though they are both extremely busy and hard-working through the rest of the week, they still find time 

and energy to devote to God’s Kingdom in a huge way here at Southland! They could just decide to 

simply be great, Christian parents who are devoted to their families and jobs who regularly attend 

church. However, they’ve decided to not just attend, but to BE the Church and worship God by using 

their gifts to serve in the children’s ministry at Southland. That is TRUE WORSHIP! Thank You, 

Whittaker family, for your service to our awesome King! 
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        “Discipleship Jr.” 

The content we are currently using is a year-long curriculum 
titled “Discipleship Jr.” As the name suggests, it really 
challenges the kids about being a disciple or follower of 
Jesus. It’s designed to equip kids in all areas of their life: 
heart, soul, mind and strength. We don’t want to just feed 
kids information; we want to make sure God’s Word is truly 
in their hearts for transformation! We think this is a more 
effective way of doing just that. It’s a great opportunity for 
our kids to come and learn on their level. 

  
 

 

 

 
 

During Cultivate, our kids (ages 4 - 5th grade) are participating in a 
fun, energetic, Bible-based program called “JESUS 4U.” Kids are 
discovering ways that, through Christ, God is for  them, not against 
them. In fact, He wants to partner with them to help even kiddos share 
the Gospel with others through words and actions!  

 

The 2018 SCC Kids ’ Olympiad was Sunday, February 25. 

We had a GREAT turn-out and time at this year ’s Olympiad. A big “THANK YOU!” to 
everyone who volunteered to make it a memorable evening for our kids. A special 
shout-out to the high school/middle school students who helped coach and operate 
the games. Also, a BIG thanks to Pat Burge and Merilyn Morgan for stepping-up and 
loving on the kids again this year as well as to Amanda Miller and her crew who 
prepared the meal. Of course, we also want to thank the SouthlandKIDS ministry 
team for helping to bring this event together.  (See pictures on the next page. ) 
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Coming in Summer 2018 
We are still months away from summer events, but we wanted to go ahead and 

get these important children’s ministry dates on your calendar. 

MARANATHA BIBLE CAMP ... 

Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

SCC’s 2018 VBS: 

“SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by Jesus” 

This year’s VBS will be  Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2 
(as is our custom at Southland, our VBS is in the evenings from 6-8pm). 

Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 2018 Theme 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 9 (Sat.)  

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 14-16 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 10-13 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 17-22 (Sun - Fri.) 

Our next nursing home service at The Neighborhoods at Quail 
Creek will be Sunday, March 18 at 1:15pm. This is a great 

opportunity for the whole family to get together to sing, have 
fun and be a blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you 

to come and join us. You can just show-up at Quail Creek. 

 

A few pictures from the Olympiad: 
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Les’ latest  

As Jesus walked along the Sea of Galilee, He called some young men who were fishing and said, “Come, 

follow me, and I will make you fish for men” (Matthew 4:19). Incredibly, they left their nets and followed 

Jesus. These men learned from Jesus’ example how to love and reach people. They did everything they 

could to meet the physical needs of others. But most importantly, they pointed people to the truth. Jesus 

set a great example by showing love and speaking truth. 

Some people find it easy to feed the homeless or provide clothing for people in need. It’s great to help 

people with physical things, but what do the people we serve need more than anything else? They need a 

relationship with God.  Our acts of service should be coupled with speaking the truth of the gospel. 

True ministry is always gospel-focused. If we give people food and water, but neglect to give them Christ, 

we’re not fulfilling our responsibility. After all, what good is it to help someone with a physical need and 

ignore their spiritual need? We should be encouraged in the way we serve with the assurance that we will 

have the words to share about Jesus. This promise is found in John 14:26, “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 

said to you.” In the end, ministry can be summed up in this statement:  “Show love, speak truth.” 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small 
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students. Sundays from 6-8pm.  

Over the next few months, Group Huddle will be using 
a curriculum called “Feed the Dog.” We have two 
natures battling for our attention: our flesh and our 
spirit. The messages of culture are loud and persistent, 
but the truth of Christ is the only one that will satisfy. 
This material will help students realize the importance 
of properly nourishing the right part of who they are 
through the daily practice of spiritual disciplines. As the 

Psalmist says, they will “taste and see that the LORD is good!” (Psalm 34:8) as they grow in their 
relationship with Christ and point others to Him. 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS … Part of what happens through Group Huddle is we help our young 
people get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond Southland by 
supporting a mission project. For this current semester, we are partnering with David Dale, a 
missionary in Southeast Asia. We have the opportunity to help support the “Mekong Multiply” 
movement (Laos and beyond). 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS … Each semester, we ask parents to 
help defray the expense of feeding meals. If you haven’t yet, 
we ask parents to send $20 for each teen from your 
household who is attending (covers the whole semester). 

Also, parent volunteers are needed to help with the meals. Not only is it greatly appreciated, it gives 
parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! 

(See the next page for specific themes for Group Huddle nights.) 
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.) 
Les is leading the middle school/high school youth on Wednesday evenings during CULTIVATE (meal 
at 5:30 and class at 6:30). The content they are using for the study portion is called “I am sin.” 

Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
The 2018 “BELIEVE” Conference  

Friday, March 23 - Saturday, March 24 

at the Kansas City Convention Center  

The vans will leave at 1pm on Friday, 3/23 and return at 9pm on 3/24. Students need to pack light 
with a small carry-on bag; make sure to pack casual clothing, personal grooming stuff and your Bible. 
They will also need money for 3 meals:  Friday dinner, Saturday lunch and Saturday dinner. 

Special thanks to the generosity and support of those who made our fundraising events a 
success! The CULTIVATE meal on 1/31 and the Parents’ Night Out on 2/16 helped to raise $459 for 
students attending this conference. 

Letters have been mailed out showing the remaining balance due. 

 

Senior High MOVE Conference 
University of Central Missouri 

Warrensburg, MO  July 16-21 
 

MOVE is a 5-day event for incoming freshmen through graduating seniors. 

2018 THEME: “CONTRAST.” We are called to stand out; to be different. There is a stark difference 
between a life lived for the King and one lived for anyone or anything else. What are those 
differences? How should our lives be distinct? This year’s conference will include a look at 1 John. 

Please turn-in a $50 pre-registration fee by Sunday, April 8. Space is limited. 
 

As always, the annual youth yard sale fundraiser will be held to help reduce 
the overall cost (the actual cost is about $319/student). This year, the yard 
sale will be Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5. Students, make sure the 
date is on your calendar; parents, we’re accepting donations! 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 

GROUP HUDDLE PLANS for the 4 Sunday evenings in March: 

 Sunday, March 4  Normal Group Huddle - theme: “Totally 80’s Night” 

Sunday, March 11  NO GROUP HUDDLE (Spring Break week) 

Sunday, March 18  Normal Group Huddle - theme: “St. Patrick’s Bash” 

Sunday, March 25  Normal Group Huddle - theme: “March Madness” 
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southlandwomen 
(No article this month - instead, a preview of what’s coming up within the women’s ministries) 

“LIVING PROOF Live” with Beth Moore 
A conference opportunity including quality time spent with 

other Southland women. 

DATES: Leave at 1pm on Friday, 7/13 and return at 6pm 

on Saturday, 7/14 

COST: The conference itself is $79 (there is some 

discount if we have a group of 10 or more) plus 

the cost of motel, 2 meals and snacks. 

Let Debbie or Kristie know by May 6 if you are planning to attend ($79 is needed for the ticket then). 

The cost of the ticket is non-refundable, but it can be transferred to someone else 

March meetings:  Thursday, 3/1 and 
Thursday, 3/22 (9:30-11:30am each time) 

 

Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare. 

 Contact:  Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

motherhood.inspired 
This will meet Tuesday, 3/20 from 6:30-8pm - the 

men’s group will meet that evening too.  
The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high 
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The next meeting is 
Friday, 3/23 at 6pm
(dinner is included). 

Bring cooking skills; 
we have something 

special planned! 

Ladies’ bible study 
Instead of another round of Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study, we will be offering a 

women’s only CULTIVATE class on Wednesday evenings starting March 21 and running 

for 6 weeks. It will be a study of A. W. Tozer’s book The Pursuit of God. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A note about our weekly ENCOUNTER time in March: From time-to-time, it becomes 

appropriate to do things a bit differently in our service - always with intentionality behind it; that is the case 

during this month as we lead into our annual celebration of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Our sermon series 

(see below) is helping us to reflect on the GOOD NEWS of what God has done for us through Christ. Because of 

that, we have decided that it makes the sermons appropriate lead-ins to our weekly participation in the Lord’s 

Supper. So, we wanted you to know about two specific changes that are happening for this month:   

(1) We are taking the Lord’s Supper after the sermon (the kids are participating in communion during 

their KidENCOUNTER time instead of with us for this month - they are still going to be with us in our 

ENCOUNTER service until the offering time). 

(2) We are using stations for the Lord’s Supper during March. We do this occasionally with our taking 

of communion. In the auditorium, there are 4 stations (two in the front of the room and two in the 

back) with 2 trays on each table. At the appropriate time, we will invite you to move - as you’re 

ready - to one of these stations to eat the bread and drink the juice in remembrance of Jesus. It’s 

still the same basic purpose and significance even if we’re doing it in a different kind of way. 

 NOTE:   Even though we are primarily using stations, we are still going to have two servers with 

trays to bring the Lord’s Supper to those who are unable to get to one of the stations. 

Our Preaching Calendar for March 

Leading in to Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday, it’s always a good 
time to focus specifically on what God has done for us through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. That’s what we are doing over the 4 Sundays in 
March as we focus on a series simply titled “The GOOD NEWS.” Instead 
of looking at the STORY (i.e. how the Gospels lay out the events 
themselves), we are focusing on its SIGNIFICANCE. Throughout the New 
Testament letters, we find these passages that help us reflect on what 
God has accomplished for us because of His grace, mercy and love. Of 
course, that’s all about what has happened through Jesus! Perhaps a better way to put it is this: they ANNOUNCE this 
GOOD NEWS of Jesus as they package the basic message in some classic words of faith. It’s always good for us to be 
reminded of what is at the foundation of our faith - it’s not what we have done or do, but what God has DONE for us in 
Christ. Growing in our understanding of this GOOD NEWS is always beneficial for us personally. And yet, especially as we 
emphasize this idea of being “ONE for ONE,” part of that commitment involves sharing this very GOOD NEWS. In that 
way, growing in our understanding of what the NT teaches can also help us be better equipped for living out our calling and 
identity as followers of Jesus. The GOOD NEWS … it’s “ours to EMBRACE and ours to SHARE.” 
Sermon texts for this series: 
 March 4 Romans 3:21-30   March 11 Romans 5:1-11 
 March 18 Ephesians 2:1-10   March 25 1 John 2:1-2; 3:16 and 4:8-10 
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We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

“Cross Connect Groups” … Sundays at 9am in March 

We are excited about this next round of “Cross Connect … Generational 

Conversations about Faith.” These are inter-generational groups that 

gather for the same basic purposes of any Connect Group. While it’s great 

to be with our “normal” groups where the life situations of people are similar 

(for the most part), it’s also good to have this kind of experience where we are together across 

generational lines - just like in a FAMILY!! It’s a great context for building relationships and having valuable 

discussions about living out faith in Christ. We look forward again to this great opportunity to grow in our 

connections across the church family! 

During this session of “Cross CONNECT,” we are keeping the same groups that met in November. For the 

sake of a reminder, we have made available a board in the hallway with a listing of who is in which group. 

For this session of Cross Connect, we are going to be using a RightNow Media series called “Gospel-Shaped 

Outreach.” As we emphasize this “ONE for ONE” effort, this content is a good way for us to think 

practically about sharing the GOOD NEWS with others. The four weeks will help us think about: (1) our 

calling and identity in Christ, (2) those whom we are called to reach, (3) the role of prayer and (4) what we 

should say and how we speak. We hope that the context of Cross Connect will help us encourage one 

another regarding this theme as we strive to live out our faith in this way.  

  NOTE:  If you’re not a part of a group, this would certainly be a great time to join us! 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We will be communicating specifics about the session that begins 3/21. We do know that for those 6 

weeks there will be a women’s class (studying The Pursuit of God, led by Deb) and a men’s class. 

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 
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On Saturday, February 24, Southland hosted the annual “BOX 

TOP GIRLS” retreat day. There are many ladies involved in 

such a day. A big “THANK YOU!” to Ashley Worthy for 

leading the effort as well as to the teachers for the day:  Sara Emmerton, Donna Lillard, 

Kristie Martin and Amber Neil. Of course, there were far more involved in the day serving in 

various capacities, just too many to list. THANKS for investing in our young ladies as you did! 

Also, Jon highlighted it on the SouthlandKIDS page, but a “THANK YOU!” to all who helped 

with the annual SCC Olympiad on Sunday, February 25. Check out page 9 for those who 

participated in making the night a great one for our kids. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

At the Welcome Center, we have flyers with regular, ongoing ways people can serve and 

BUILD UP one another here at SCC. If you’re looking for a way to get involved in serving, this is 

a good place to start. There are also BLUE CARDS available for you to fill out to indicate where 

and how you are willing to participate. Turn it in and we’ll help plug you in to a way to serve. 

As we move towards June and the sale of property, we are starting the process of putting a team 

together to identify and oversee specific projects to be worked on. As we’ve communicated in 

the past, a small portion (especially in comparison to what is going to the principal we owe on 

the mortgage) will be going to such MAINTENANCE - various projects around our facility/

property that need attention. If you would like to serve on the ministry team that will be 

working on such things, please let the office know soon. We will be putting that team 

together soon so that we can be ready to go with projects once funds are available in June. 

A NOTE for those who are teaching Sunday School classes in March … check the schedule 

that is posted in the hallway by the nursery. There is also one available in the office where you 

can pick-up curriculum (for the K-1st grade, 2nd-3rd grade and 4th-5th grade classes). 
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SERVING SCHEDULE – March 2018 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

3/4 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)    

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) AJ & Terra G. 

3/11  
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

3/18  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)   

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

3/25  
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)    

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

 

|—— Warren & Carolyn B. ——| 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

3/4 Mark Miller Sonya or Alexis Simpson 

Dennis & Kay McCann 
3/11 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

3/18 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

3/25 Warren Burros Emily Weber 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

3/4 - 8:50-10:20am 

3/4 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 

Jill Cobb 

Carissa Virtue + Stacy Gambill 

Cobb Family 

3/11 - 8:50-10:20am 

3/11 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 

Debbie Gray 

Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally 

Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

3/18 - 8:50-10:20am 

3/18 - 10:20-dismissal 

Jill Sims 

Susan Graves 

Jill Sims + April McCarty 

Graves Family 

3/25 - 8:50-10:20am 

3/25 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 

Amanda Butler 

Amanda/Abbi Miller 

Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

3/4 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Jon & Katy C. - David & April C. 

3/11 Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W. Les L. - Payton M. - Noah W./Kendall W. 

3/18 Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R. Andy & Donna L. - Matt & Amber N. 

3/25 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Joe & April W. - Lada S. - Rori C. 

 

|———— Bob & Liz W. ————| 

|———— Jay & Kim T. ————| 

|———— Bill & Pam F. ————| 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

As we do each year at this time, the G6:10 Ministry is once again sponsoring a food drive to 

help support the Salvation Army. This year, we will be doing that throughout the month of 
March. We will be collecting non-perishable food 

items and then delivering those to help the 

Salvation Army “do good” to those it serves. 

Please bring canned foods, cereals, boxed 

dinners, etc. - again, any non-perishable items.   

Please note:  This year, we will be collecting items in the hallway right 
around the corner from the foyer (in other words, just outside the 
nursery entrance). There is a sign pointing to the donation table. 

Thank you for living out your faith in this way! 
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We won’t go into the rationale again (you can check out the previous edition of “The 

Vine” for more information), but we wanted to again briefly highlight our “ONE for ONE” 

effort. During the month of February, many from the Southland family made this 

commitment to say they would join us in being ONE who is for ONE who is outside of 

Christ (or more). It’s all part of LIVING OUT this basic responsibility, calling and identity 

as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and “AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). Check 
out page 6 for more specifics on what this commitment means. 

We will continue striving to emphasize this effort. It’s a big part of what’s behind our “Gospel-Shaped Outreach” 

content for “Cross Connect” in March. It’s part of the reason for “The GOOD NEWS” sermon series - not only is it 

good for us to understand what God has done for us in Jesus for our own benefit; it’s also good because this is the 

message we are to participate in sharing with others. We want this to be something that we keep in the forefront of 

our hearts and minds as a church family at Southland. If you didn’t have the opportunity yet to make this 
commitment with us, the supplies (with instructions) are still at the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up 

on the board when you’re ready. We hope you join us in being “ONE for ONE!” 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a medical ministry trip).  

The team is pretty well in place and has begun the process of preparing for the week. Devin Chance from Life 

of Hope was present on Sunday, 2/25 to get that all rolling. We invite you to join us in praying for that trip: 

yes, for the logistics, but more importantly, for the work that will be done through the team! Remember, we 

also have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (a focus on more of a work project). 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 will be our second annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It’s a day to 

intentionally focus church-wide on SERVICE - living out an active love. As we did last April 2, we will 

meet at 9am for our time of ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time change for this one Sunday 
only!). We will then be dismissed to spread out and serve in our community. 

We are in the process of planning and preparing for the day. For now, what we want to make sure you do is get the 

date marked on the calendar and plan on being here to participate in this special day.  

Also, if you ordered a t-shirt last year, check to make sure it will still work this year. If you 

need a new one - or if you weren’t around for the day last year and need one - we will be 

placing a new t-shirt order sometime toward the end of March or beginning of April. It’s a 

great way to shine LIGHT as we’re serving in Jesus’ Name on that day. 

We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

