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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on March 27.

Make sure you check out page 2 for an important
update about our ongoing search for someone to
join our staff team. This hiring process is really
starting to move forward.

DST begins Sunday, March 10

Southland “FAMILY” News
An update regarding the ongoing STAFF TRANSITION ...
As a reminder, we are using this space in “The Vine” to communicate with
the church family regarding our staff transition. This began last May when
one of our staff members left for a ministry in Wichita. Since then, we have
added on Adam Faulkner in a part-time role working with our worship
ministry. Clarity regarding our current budgetary realities put us in a
position to proceed with hiring another full-time staff member as well. We
will continue to provide such updates until we make that hire.
In sharing the ministry opening, we have been advertising this position as a general “Associate
Pastor” position. A big reason for this more generic title arises from the broad role that we are going
to need this staff member to carry-out. We do know that this staff member will be preaching some
(approximately 6-8 times a year). Beyond that, there are many areas in which we could use the help
from a staff member (e.g. our children’s ministry, outreach, pastoral care, working with our Connect
Ministries, technology, etc.).
Perhaps it’s more typical for such a process to start with such a specific ministry niche ( i.e. worship
or youth) and then proceed to fill that role. In our situation, because we need to have a single staff
member who helps address a number of areas, we are not at a spot where we can take a more narrow
approach. So instead, we are looking to find the best candidate in terms of character, ministry heart,
basic ministry giftedness, etc. Once that person has been identified, the specific responsibilities of
the role will be identified. Additionally, we will continue working along the way to identify how to
address those areas that are still needing attention even after a hire is made.
The UPDATE … we have been delighted with the interest that has been shown in this position, many
candidates even embracing the idea of having flexibility to work in multiple areas. We have started
several ongoing conversations with a handful of these applicants. Many of them have good ministry
experiences and we can see ways they would uniquely be a blessing to our staff team and broader
church family. The basic interview process will be happening throughout the month of March. Among
other things, this will help to provide a greater sense of clarity about how each candidate would fit
with the ministry areas in which we need help. Our hope is to have this process completed and
someone starting towards the middle or end of May (a pretty common timeframe for churches it
seems). This would give us the summer months to be working together as we prepare for a new
ministry year launching in September.
Please continue to join us in prayer for the way this will all unfold - that the Spirit would guide it all
to the end He desires to see.

PROPERTY Update:
Here are a few items to communicate from the 2018 property sale and ongoing ramifications from that:


Not much has changed in the following areas:
The ongoing budgetary realities from the sale continue to be a huge blessing - not only in the
form of a much smaller mortgage balance, but in the reduction of our monthly payments.
We still await details regarding on the end-user that will be utilizing the space.
The re-zoning process is almost complete (no real hurdles have arisen) and should be by the
middle of March. This will particularly help with traffic flow once the property is developed.



On the MAINTENANCE front, we are continuing to address projects we’ve identified. Here are
some examples: Our upgrade to LED lighting is ongoing. Cracks in the parking lot have been
sealed (we are waiting for warmer weather for the whole lot to be re-sealed). We have people
looking at what work is going to be done with the flooring, ceiling, etc. in the Fellowship Hall as
that project develops. All in all, the maintenance piece of this whole process is unfolding.
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Other general Reminders & Info …
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER (still needed) ...
It’s still that time of year when wintry weather is possible. Unfortunately,
there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our regular
schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be made
as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2
hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:


On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org.



Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”



We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE: If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call when
we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405.

A Note about an Upcoming Youth Fundraiser ...
Part of the reality of planning trips for conferences like BELIEVE and MOVE is that they are costly.
Our youth group offers some fundraising opportunities to help offset those expenses. We are
certainly grateful for the Southland family’s generosity in those efforts!

For our high school students and their annual summer trip to the MOVE
conference, it’s the annual “YARD SALE” they host each May that is the big
fundraiser. This year’s yard sale will be on Friday, May 3 and
Saturday, May 4. In addition to getting the dates on your calendar, this is
to let you know that Les has decided he is ready to start accepting
donations for the sale (contact him to arrange for items needing to be picked-up; otherwise, you can
just bring them to the church). Obviously, such donations are crucial to making the yard sale a
successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way.

A Note about Our 2019 VBS ...
Plans for our 2019 VBS are underway! This year, we are using a VBS
from Answers in Genesis - it’s called “The Incredible Race” (see p. 6
for more information on this theme). This is going to be a great
opportunity to help our young people see what God’s Word has to say
about an issue that is certainly quite relevant to events in our world
today. We are already excited about the week!
Dates are Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 … 6-8pm each evening.
Of course, as always, to make VBS happen, we need lots of help in the way of volunteers! If you
are willing, able and interested in helping out with VBS, there will be a lunch meeting on Sunday,
March 24. Please make plans to be there as we continue preparing for this event.
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What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids
and youth through high school). For the month of March, we are having a session of
“HIS & HERS Connect;” see page 12 for more details.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time
when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God.
Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth. See
page 8 for more details.
Wednesdays - we are currently in a six-week session of CULTIVATE (it ends on
March 6) … it’s our mid-week “GROW DEEP” ministry. Following this session,
another six-week session begins on Wednesday, March 20.

Other Events (listed by date):
Sunday, March 3 … a kids ministry event (for kids up through 5 th grade) from 6-8pm at Jump
Mania’s new location on West Republic Road. See page 6 for details.
Thursday, March 7 … Moms Set Apart (9:30-11:30am).

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 10. Make sure you “SPRING
FORWARD” by setting your clocks ahead that Saturday night (of course, your
smart phone should do it automatically) or you’ll be late!
Thursday, March 21 … Moms Set Apart (9:30-11:30am).
Friday, March 22 (leave at 1pm) and Saturday, March 23 (return at 9pm) … the
“BELIEVE Conference” for middle school students in Kansas City. Les has
communicated more details about this event (you can also see p. 8 for more info).
Sunday, March 24 … a meeting for those interested in serving with our 2019 VBS.
Friday, March 29 … monthly meeting of Box Top Girls (6-8:30pm).

Sunday, March 31 … the back-up date in case the Jump Mania event for kids (scheduled
initially for 3/3) gets postponed due to weather. Same time and details otherwise.
Sunday, April 7 … a meeting for those who are participating in the 2019 trip to Guatemala
with Life of Hope.
Friday, April 19 at 7pm … Good Friday service here at Southland.
Sunday, April 21 (Resurrection Sunday) — due to anticipated numbers (always higher on this
Sunday), we will have 2 identical ENCOUNTER services . Sunday School classes for kids/youth
and CONNECT Groups will not meet. However, during both time slots, we will offer our normal
10:30 kids’ programming (nursery up through age 2 + both “Kid ENCOUNTER” groups).
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Other Events (listed by date - continued):
Friday, May 3 & Saturday, May 4 … the youth yard sale. This is a
fundraiser for the senior high youth group’s annual trip to the “MOVE”
conference. Les is all ready to start collecting donations! Bring them by
the church during office hours or contact him (417-773-1650).
Sunday, May 5 … our 3rd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” This is a day that we set
aside for actively serving in the midst of our community. After a brief time of
ENCOUNTER at 9am (a different time for this Sunday only), we will then be
dismissed to go LIVE OUT service. See page 15 for more details.
A few more dates for down the road:
JUNE … Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 7 for specific dates).
Saturday, June 22 through Saturday, June 29 … our 2019 mission trip to Guatemala.
July 15-20 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 8 for details).
Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 ... our 2019 VBS.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … February 2019
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for January = $38,062 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $9,515 50

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2018 through August 2019) is
$229,606 for a weekly average of $8,831 00 … this projects to over $459,000 for the ministry year.
We obviously have now had three great months in a row offering-wise. While the larger recent offerings skew
the averages and projections for the rest of the year, that certainly positions us well moving through this
current ministry year and even into the rest of 2019. Our projected budgetary need for the year is about
$420,000 which breaks down to about $8,075 each week. This number reflects our current budgetary
obligations, but also projects for the addition of another staff member later in this fiscal year.
For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).
Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help troubleshoot
any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails).
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- “Discipleship Jr.” (1st - 5th grades)
“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout March. Kids start in the service with their
families before being dismissed at a certain time in the service. The group is continuing on with
the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum.

One session of CULTIVATE ends on Wednesday, March 6. Then, after a week off
during Spring Break, we resume with a six -week session on March 20 that runs
through the end of April. While the curriculum will be different for the next
session, it will be the same basic format for our kids: content followed by some
more fun “down time” of playing games, etc.
A FUN event for kids on Sunday, March 3 from 6 -8pm … join us
at the new Jump Mania location (3202 W. Republic Road) for a
fun night of pizza and jumping. Importa nt Sa fety NOTE: do not
eat pizza and jump at the same time !
This event is for kids up through 5 t h grade and their parents.
There is no cost (though any concessions purchased would be extra,
including drinks).
Sunday, March 31 (again from 6 -8pm) will be the make-up date for
this event should weather force a postponement on March 3.
We are also looking at hosting another “Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night” at
Southland sometime in April or May. Be looking for more details!

SCC’s 2019 VBS: “The Incredible Race”
People from around the world are different - different cultures,
languages, physical features, etc. And yet, we all have a common
starting point; even more, all peoples have the same need for the one
Savior God has provided in Jesus! This Answers in Genesis VBS will help
kids consider what God’s Word teaches about these realities.
This year’s VBS will be Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 (as is our
custom at Southland, our VBS is in the evenings from 6-8pm).
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Dates for the 2019 camp season
Below are the specific sessions and dates Southland will be attending for
the 2019 camp season at Maranatha.

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st)

June 8 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th)

June 13-15 (Thurs. - Sat.)

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 9-12 (Sun. - Wed.)

Middle School Camp (7 -8 )
th

2019 Theme

th

June 16-21 (Sun - Fri.)

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!
In the next edition of “The Vine,” we will share information about registration for the
2019 camp season— a process which begins in April.

Les’ latest
There’s an account recorded in the gospel of Matthew that illustrates the how your words set the tone for
your faith and your future. A centurion - an officer in the Roman army in charge of a hundred men - came to
Jesus for help because one of his servants had become seriously ill. The words that were expressed by this
army leader demonstrated the empathy he had for this person who was suffering in his home: “Lord, my
servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering” (Matthew 8:6). Jesus immediately agreed to come to
the man’s home to treat his servant, but the centurion protested that there was no need for Jesus to enter his
home. Instead, the centurion trusted Jesus’ words would be enough, “Just say the word, my servant will be
healed” (verse 8). His logic is sound; if Jesus was the Word, all he needed to do was speak the word and the
servant would be fine.
The Roman soldier’s faith took Jesus by surprise: “When Jesus heard this, He was astonished” (verse 10). Jesus
had never performed a miracle in the way this man was suggesting. Until this point, He had always been
physically present when He healed people. He had touched them, prayed over them or even rubbed mud over
their blind eyes - always in close proximity to the one He was healing. What the centurion was suggesting was
a long-distance miracle … demonstrating a whole new level of faith in Jesus.
Jesus’s reply to the centurion included five incredible words that held great promise, “Go! It will be
done!” (verse 13). The Roman soldier had enough faith to ask for a long-distance miracle and, in response to
his faith, Jesus granted the request. He received a miracle because he put his whole faith in Jesus. Our goal is
to use words in such a way that they bless the heart of God and inspire faith in those around us.

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school
and high school students. It offers a place for students to connect and dive
into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and
fellowship. See themes on the next page.
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UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES:
March 3

Normal Group Huddle … “Major CAT-astrophe”

March 10

No Group Huddle

March 17

Normal Group Huddle … “St. Patrick’s Day”

March 24

Normal Group Huddle … “Scooby-Snack Night”

March 31

Normal Group Huddle … “March Madness”

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS:
This semester, we are continuing our support of Samuel and Rachel Martin
who are working with a newly established gathering in Kyoto, Japan called
Mustard Seed Christian Church. Between Group Huddle and our grade school
kids in Kid ENCOUNTER, our goal is $1,000 - we are currently over $900!!
On Sunday, March 31, Group Huddle will be hosting Allen & Marilyn Todd who will be serving
as missionaries for next year (starting August 2019). They will be going to start a new work in
New South Wales, Australia.

Middle School/High School “CULTIVATE” (Wednesdays)
Cultivate meets on Wednesday, March 6. Then, after a week off for Spring Break, a new six-week
session begins on March 20 (running through the end of April).

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
The 2019 “BELIEVE” Conference at the Kansas City
Convention Center for students in 6th - 8th grades
Departure time - 1pm on Friday, March 22
Anticipated return - 9pm on Saturday, March 23
Les has sent out information with the final balances owed (see that mailer for
packing instructions as well); he has also e-mailed out CIY’s online release form
that needs to be filled-out as soon as possible.
REMINDER: Students will need money for 3 meals (all fast-food venues): Friday dinner, Saturday
lunch and dinner (breakfast is provided at the Quality Inn the group is staying at in Belton, MO).

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL …
The 2019 “MOVE” Conference for high school students is
Monday, July 15 through Saturday, July 20 at John
Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas.
There will be a second deposit due on Sunday, April 28. Then, after fundraiser money is figured,
final balances will be communicated; that amount will be due Sunday, June 23.
NOTE:

The dates for the annual youth yard sale (a fundraiser for “MOVE”) are Friday, May 3
and Saturday, May 4. Please make sure those dates are on your calendar!
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southlandwomen
From Kristie …
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of its own.” - Jesus in Matthew 6:34
This verse is a powerful reminder, but also a sobering thought. Have you ever been struck by
the truth of it? That happened to me just this week. As I thought about some recent events,
I was struck by this thought: maybe part of the reason Jesus tells us not to worry is that we
wouldn’t even end up worrying about the right things anyway! Here’s what I mean by that:
life has so many ups and downs and “curveballs,” that we would rarely worry about the things that are actually
going to happen in the end!
As I think back over my adult life, some of the biggest things that have caused concern and heartache were
things that blindsided me. Miscarriages, a child who wasn’t growing adequately, health concerns with my kids,
my mom’s heart attack, my thyroid nodule that required surgery nearly a year ago … none of those things
began as something I was even worried about initially. They simply came up at a routine check-up or when a
symptom presented itself. Once they did begin, we prayed and sought medical care as the situation warranted,
and God brought us through each situation. Worry beforehand was not a part of the equation.
Now lest you think I don’t ever worry, I certainly can. I can create scenarios in my mind and work myself into quite a
tizzy. But you know what I’ve discovered? It doesn’t help at all. And I feel like it surely must make God feel that I
really don’t trust Him. When I read more of the passage in Matthew 6, it seems that the main point there is that we
need to trust Him to take care of the things we might naturally worry about.
25

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single
hour to your life?
28

‘And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor
or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the
fire, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, “What shall
we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 32 For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Another set of circumstances brought my thoughts to this topic today. Our family has been acquainted with
New Covenant Academy since before we moved to Springfield. Our kids had attended a Christian school in
Illinois and when we were preparing to move here, the choice to tour NCA and then to send our kids there was
a simple choice for us. The school has been a blessing for these years, and we are thankful. NCA has grown a
lot, and they recently embarked on a new adventure to purchase and renovate a new campus. They were able
to complete the renovation project recently and 5th-8th grade students and staff moved into it in January.
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But they experienced a fire one night last summer that set back the whole process. No one could have
predicted it, yet it happened anyway. Recently, there has also been another totally unexpected issue that
surfaced and made news. Just today (Wednesday, February 27), because of a water main break, there was no
water at the main campus. The administration was getting porta-potty units delivered, setting up stations with
water bottles, and putting hand sanitizer in various places.
I have no doubt when the school staff got ready for work this morning, they had no idea what would face them
today - just like it has been in other such situations. And, maybe they prefer it that way. I think I would. I’d
rather live with peace in my mind and heart and then respond to whatever the day throws at me. I think maybe
that’s what Jesus would rather we do as well. That’s what I’m striving for: a faith that trusts in God – knowing
He already knows what is coming my way AND what the solutions will be – and doesn’t worry about things that
may or may not even happen. After all, “Each day has enough trouble of it’s own.”

February meetings: Thursday, 3/7 and
Thursday, 3/21 (9:30-11:30am each time)
Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare.
Contact: Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.

The next BTG
meeting will be
Friday, March 29
from 6-8:30pm.
As always, dinner is
provided as part of
these meetings.

We encourage all to participate in our upcoming session of “HIS
and HERS Connect” during March (Sundays at 9am). We value
such sessions as ministry opportunities to focus specifically
on men and women … it’s a context to build connections with
others and reflect on what it means to live out lives of faith as
men/women. Check out page 12 for more information.

In addition to the content/discussion, the preliminary plan is for both groups to use Sunday,
March 17 as a breakfast opportunity. More details will be communicated within the groups.

Typically, the group sets aside the 2nd Saturday of each month as a set time to meet. Sometimes, this is more
for service-oriented projects. At other times, it’s to do something fun with one another. This will not happen
for the month of March. Of course, in addition to “HIS Connect,” we are also continuing the emphasis on
Deeper Life Groups as part of Wednesday evening CULTIVATE - a format for guys to come together to reflect
on a life of faith in the context of relationships as we GROW DEEP together in Christ.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

“Credentials Matter: Pointy Worship” – a note from Adam
They asked [John], “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not
know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”
- John 1:25-28
Credentials matter, right? Years ago, I was an American Red Cross certified
lifeguard. I had gone through a certain level of training to have the right
qualifications for the role. For much of a lifeguard’s duty, it may not matter all
that much. But, if a person starts drowning, it’s important to have someone with the right credentials to save a
life. You don’t want someone who kind of knows how to swim or someone whose certification has longexpired (that’s me now), but someone who has the skills and recent training. Credentials matter.
Lately, I’ve been wrestling with the book of John as a whole. Each of the four gospel writers tell the story of
Jesus through his own set of lenses. Yet, in one way or another, each gospel is going to end up pointing to the
credentials of Jesus - they matter in helping us see His identity. Part of how they make this case is by showing
how other people responded to Him … like John the Baptist. Let’s think about this John for a moment; I have
mad respect for him. In Matthew’s gospel, here’s how he is described: “John’s clothes were made of camel’s
hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey” (Matt. 3:4). That’s some
next level stuff right there. There is a scene in John 1 where people come to John having been sent by leaders
in Jerusalem. They ask him “who are you?” in an attempt to determine his identity. In some ways, it’s a
question about John’s own credentials, right? These people grill him. While he could easily have taken credit
and claimed to be someone who he wasn’t, he didn’t. Instead, he simply pointed to Jesus, the One who is
greater (e.g. see John 1:26-28 and 3:26ff). It’s a good model for us to consider about our own role.
Credentials matter. I don’t think it’s too much of a stretch to think of our identity as Christians as a kind of
credential. To be a Christian means to be a “little Christ.” It’s something we claim as part of our life in Him. Just
like John the Baptist, we have been given a calling – obviously one that looks different than his, but still a
calling. He lived his life, not claiming to be the Savior, but pointing to Jesus through the life he lived. In man
ways, our credentials as “little Christs” qualify us to be professional worshipers: our lives are offered as
worship to the Giver of life - being lived in such a way that we point to Him, the One who is greater than we
are. We fight our battles in worship, we celebrate through worship, we cry as we worship, all pointing to the
One who is our living hope.
“Start realizing that your ministry is how much of a tip you leave when you eat in a restaurant;
when you leave a hotel room whether you leave it all messed up or not; whether you flush your own
toilet or not. Your ministry is the way that you love people. And you love people when you write
something that is encouraging to them, something challenging.” - Rich Mullins
"The end we ought to propose to ourselves is to become, in this life, the most perfect worshippers of
God we can possibly be, as we hope to be through all eternity." - Brother Lawrence
Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy,
Adam Faulkner
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
After a “wild card” sermon (not connected to any specific series) on March 3, a new series begins on March 10. This
series will take us all the way up to our celebration of Jesus’ death and resurrection (Easter Sunday is April 21). As of
the printing of this edition of “The Vine,” we are still working on the specifics of this series.

CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.
We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
We are excited about another session of what we call “HIS &
HERS Connect” in March. Our regular Connect Groups are united
by a common demographic/life stage. As valuable as that is as
our “normal,” we also want to make it a priority to help build
connections within the Southland family beyond those groups.
It’s what is behind our “Cross Connect” groups we occasionally
use (inter-generational groups); it’s also what is behind this “HIS & HERS Connect” format. We had done a
session of this in July of 2018 and it seemed to be a success. We are going to use March as another
opportunity (note: this session includes everyone from high school on up).
When it comes to the overall goal of building relationships within the SCC family and growing together,
there is value in providing a context where men can be together with other men and women together with
other women. It can enhance such connections with others; it can also provide a format for valuable
conversations about a life of faith filtered through the lens of gender. That’s tougher to do sometimes in
mixed company. God has created men and women differently. We are wired differently. We are created to
approach things differently. We also encounter different types of struggles along the way. That’s why we
want to provide this month-long session of “HIS & HERS Connect” in March.
… each week, a different pair of guys is shaping the
time and content. Whatever the specific focus, these leaders are focusing on facilitating valuable
conversations about effectively living out faith as men. This time will include the larger group gathering as
well as smaller groups for discussion.
… the ladies are using a study called Keep It Shut by
Karen Ehman. After some video content, women are breaking out into small groups for further discussion.

“HIS & HERS Connect” starts Sunday, March 3 and runs throughout the month.
The current plan (may be adjusted if weather impacts the month) is for both groups to use
Sunday, March 17 as an opportunity to do breakfast as part of the time.
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G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

We are continuing to use the “Deeper Life Group” format for
CULTIVATE on Wednesday evenings (meal served from 5:30-6:15;
ministry programming at 6:30 for all ages). Due to a previous weather
cancellation, we have extended this current session through March 6.

A new session launches on Wednesday, March 20 and runs for six weeks through
the end of April - this session will be our last one for this ministry year.

Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at Southland. One of
our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to Ephesians 4:16, the overall
health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people
to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need people to serve at this time:
Here are a couple of specific ways we need some help right now:
 Those who are willing to help by serving at the Welcome Center.


We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2019 VBS … be looking for
information about how to volunteer to be a part of that. There is a meeting for all who
want to help with this at noon on Sunday, March 24.

If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards available
by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch!

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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Serving Schedule – MARCH 2019
Greeters
3/3
3/10
3/17

3/24

3/31

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Foyer Hosts

|——— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ———|
Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

|——— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) ———|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.
Bob & Liz W.

|——–—— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ——–——|
Joan H. and Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Terry & Brenda O.

|———–— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) ——–———|
Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

A. J. & Terra G.

|———–— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ——–———|
Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40)

Communion Preparation

Ben & Debbie J.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

3/3

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

3/10

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

3/24

Warren Burros

Nate Jennings

3/31

Les Londeen & youth

Emily Weber

3/17

Cheryl Boland and Sean

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

3/3 - 8:50-10:20am
3/3 - 10:20-dismissal

Stacy Gambill
Jill Cobb

Stacy Gambill
Cobb family

3/10 - 8:50-10:20am
3/10 - 10:20-dismissal

Amanda Miller
Debbie Gray

Amanda Miller
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith

3/17 - 8:50-10:20am
3/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Carissa Virtue
Susan Graves

Carissa Virtue
Graves family

3/24 - 8:50-10:20am
3/24 - 10:20-dismissal

Cheryl McAnally
Natalie Wuerch

Cheryl McAnally
Kris & Natalie Wuerch/Abbi Miller

3/31 - 8:50-10:20am
3/31 - 10:20-dismissal

Pam Sewell
Megan Miller

Pam Sewell
Jay & Amanda Butler/Megan Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

3/3

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Andy & Donna Lillard

3/10

Kristin L. - Emily W. - Macy S.

Stefani Hall & helper

3/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C.

Brad & Ashley Worthy

3/24

Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S.

Les Londeen & helper

3/31

Ted & Gina O.

Matt & Amber Neil
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
Each year, the PCC hosts an annual fundraiser banquet. This year, it is on Saturday, March
30. As we did last year, as part of our partnership, we have paid for and reserved two
tables for that event (room for 20 people - of course, we can certainly add more if
needed). If you would like to join us and attend that evening, please let the office know.

We are in the process of planning and preparing for this special day where we highlight
serving and living out an active love in our community. We are specifically working to identify
service projects we can carry-out on this day. For now, what we want to make sure you do is
get the date marked on the calendar and plan on being here to participate with us in this
special day. Also, =et us know if you have an idea to be considered for a possible project.
Also, we will be ordering more t-shirts for those who don’t yet have one (or those who need a new one).
This will be happening sometime toward the end of March or beginning of April.
We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service!
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, we
strive to provide updates when available. This is really the only way one
of our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any
online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do make their
newsletters available as they come in.
We are preparing for our 2019 trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope; the dates are June 22-29.
This trip will be more of a work project. We are finalizing the team and are about ready to move
forward with the preparation process. In many ways, we need to be moving pretty quickly as we
prepare for this opportunity. There will be a meeting on Sunday, April 7 after service for all who are going on
this trip; Devin (from Life of Hope) will be here to share more about the trip as we get ready for it.
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