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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.

Connect Groups in November
What’s Inside …

4 cross-generational groups (high school and up)
meeting to build relationships across the ages and to
discuss together living out faith in Christ.
All 4 Sundays in November at 9am.
See page 15 for more details.

A “LIVE OUT”
project sponsored
by the G6:10
Ministry
See page 18 for more details about this annual effort to bless those in
need during the Thanksgiving season. We need your help in collecting
supplies and in distributing the baskets once they are ready.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on November 29.

Upcoming
Leadership
Meetings
Thursday, November 2 (6pm) …
meeting for elders and staff.
Thursday, November 16 (6pm) …
meeting for elders.

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
next ministry year as we did in the last one.

PRIORITIES for emphasis within this FAMILY theme:
Our theme for this ministry year at Southland is this: “Church FAMILY Matters … Each One’s Need, Each
One’s Needed.” Within that basic theme, we are emphasizing a set of PRIORITIES. The SCC leadership has
identified these as keys to help both strengthen the sense of FAMILY here and enable us to experience
even greater blessings according to God’s design for us in Christ.
PRIORITY #1 … Being a family where each one chooses to be a CONTRIBUTOR, not a CONSUMER.
This was the focus of our Connect Group series in September and October.
PRIORITY #2 … Being a family that PRAYS and GROWS.
PRIORITY #3 … Being a family that values our UNITY and strives to maintain it.
PRIORITY #4 … Being a family that remains committed to what happens BEYOND.

A Note about PRAYER and the SCC FAMILY:

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:
we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the
prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to
make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would
rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well.
From here on out, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not
receiving such updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added.

Congratulations to Luke Jennings (son of Ben & Debbie).
He was immersed into Christ by his dad at Southland on
Wednesday evening, 10/25.
We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to those who are our newest
Southland members:

Joe and April Whittaker + their daughters
Natalia, Erin & Jocelyn (joined on October 1)
Ben and Jeanne Lee (joined on October 8)
Joan Humphries (joined on October 22)
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Upcoming opportunities to experience FAMILY at SCC:

This year, in keeping with our overall theme, this event is again “FAMILY” style! It’s going to be
another great evening for all ages as we’re together as a church family.
If you are bringing chili or soup, please have it here by 4:30pm.

Another “Cross CONNECT” session ...

For November, we will again
deviate from our normal Connect Groups at 9am (typically based on similar
demographics) for “Cross CONNECT … Generational Conversations about
Faith.” We had a session of this back in March of this year. Here’s the FAMILY link: Just like an earthly
family stretches across many ages, this is a great opportunity for us to experience a sense of church
“FAMILY” across generational lines. See page 15 for more details.

THANKSGIVING Baskets ... During November (it actually started in
October), we will be in our annual process of collecting items for our
“THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. Each year, the G6:10 Ministry organizes
this effort. Here’s the FAMILY link: this is a great (and easy!) way for the
SCC FAMILY to come together to serve those BEYOND our church - one of our priorities for this year. See
the “LIVE OUT” section (p. 19) for more information.

The month of December: “A Church FAMILY Christmas” ...
We are already making preparations for the Christmas season at Southland. Again
this year, we are going to be packaging the month of December within this context
of FAMILY. In addition to our focus during our regular ENCOUNTER services each
week, we will be providing a few intentional FAMILY opportunities.
Sunday, December 3 from 5-6:30pm - a “Thanks-Mas Dinner” … no, we’re not “taking Christ out of
Christmas,” we’re using this opportunity to do what families do during the holiday season: they gather for
a meal. Instead of doing separate meals for Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’re going to meet in the
middle for one dinner: hence the name! Group Huddle will meet after we are done (this will take the
place of their normal meal) so our youth will be joining us - as will their families, we hope.
Here’s what we need you to bring:
Last names A-J
Vegetable side dishes
Last names K-P
Desserts
Last names Q-Z
Salads
Sunday, December 10 … this will be a special morning as our Children of Praise group will be
doing their annual performance as part of our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30 - this year, it’s
called “The Toymaker’s Gift.” We will also have a FAMILY breakfast beforehand (no 9am
Connect Groups or Sunday School classes for this day).
Sunday, December 24 … we will have our normal ENCOUNTER service time at 10:30am (again, no 9am
Connect Groups or Sunday School classes). That evening, we will have our annual Christmas Eve service.
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“THANK YOU” Notes

Thank you to all of you who have verified and/or updated your information for the
new directory. If you haven’t done so yet, we will be touching base with you to make
sure we have your information correct. We will then get the new edition ready as
soon as we can make any and all necessary adjustments.

A PROPERTY Update:
In the last edition of “The Vine,” we let you know about an opportunity that almost materialized with the
whole portion that we have for sale upon Republic Road. It obviously didn’t end up happening. There is
nothing new to report regarding the sale of the property except that our representatives from within R.B.
Murray have changed (our previous agent left the business to pursue other interests). We have met with
them and have full confidence they will effectively carry-on the process of marketing what’s available.
In the meantime, we continue to trust in God’s leading and timing in all of this. Please do continue to pray
for God's leading to be evident and for our wisdom to know how to best handle everything involved in this:
that as a leadership, we would proceed appropriately and faithfully as stewards of this responsibility.
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Other general Reminders & Info ...
What’s Happening at Southland:

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We obviously are sharing more
information in other places of “The Vine” (plus in other places).
WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
Every Sunday morning in November at 9am … we will be having another session of
“Cross Connect” (for high school through all adults) - see page 15 for details. Sunday
School classes for kids and youth (through middle school) also meet during this time.
Every Sunday morning at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - see
pages 13-14 for more details, including our upcoming preaching calendar.

Sunday evenings at 6pm (different on 10/29 and 11/12) … Group Huddle for middle school
and high school youth - see page 10 for details.
Wednesdays through November 15 … CULTIVATE (a GROW DEEP ministry) - meal
served at 5:30pm and programming at 6:30pm. See page 15 for details.
Other Events (listed by date):
Sunday, October 29 … our annual “Kids’ Fall Festival and Chili Cook-off” from 5-7:30pm.
Thursday, November 2 … MSA Mornings at 9:30am. See page 12 for details.
Thursday, November 2 … meeting for elders and staff at 6pm.
Friday, November 3 and Saturday, November 4 … the high school youth group’s trip to “The
Event” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin, MO. The group will leave Southland at 4pm on
Friday and return at 5pm Saturday. See page 10 for more details.
Saturday, November 4 … Empty Nesters’ Thanksgiving Dinner at 1pm.
Saturday, November 4 … men’s group (with wives) will be serving a meal at Harmony House
at 4:30pm. Contact Justin Virtue for details. The group will meet at the church at 3:30 and
then caravan over. Please RSVP as the number of volunteers is limited. For more details,
please contact Justin at 417-576-2777.
Sunday, November 5 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2017. Make sure to
set your clocks back an hour Saturday night into Sunday. Of course, if you use
your phone as your clock, it should be taken care of for you:)!

Sunday, November 5 … we will again be participating in the annual
“International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” We will set aside
time in our ENCOUNTER service to focus on this theme. It’s an important
day of raising awareness about the reality of persecution against believers
around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who “share our
faith, but not our freedom.” See page 19 for more details.
Saturday, November 11 … Veterans Day. We are grateful for the many within the SCC family
who have served our country in this capacity as well as families of those who have served!
Sunday, November 12 … the last Sunday to bring items for the annual Thanksgiving Baskets
food drive sponsored by the G6:10 Ministry. See page 18 for all the details.
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Sunday, November 12 … Group Huddle “25-year Reunion” from 3-5pm (this will meet in lieu
of typical Group Huddle). See page 9 for details.

Sunday, November 12 … “Discover Southland” from 5-7:30pm @ SCC. This is for those who

are newer to the Southland family; please RSVP.
Tuesday, November 14 - the 2nd Tuesday instead of the 3rd due to Thanksgiving the next
week … motherhood.inspired from 6:30-8pm (see page 12 for more details). The men’s
group will be meeting during this time as well. Childcare is provided in conjunction with both.
Thursday, November 16 … MSA Mornings at 9:30am. See page 12 for details.
Thursday, November 16 … elders’ meeting at 6pm.
Sunday, November 19 … Thanksgiving baskets will be available for distribution. Please see
one of the inserts in the alcove to participate in blessing a family in this way.
Sunday, November 19 … we will be resuming the nursing home service at Quail Creek; the
group meets over there at 1:15pm.
Thursday, November 23 … Happy Thanksgiving!
Friday, December 1 … B.T.G. meeting at 6pm.
Sunday, December 3 … a church FAMILY “Thanks-Mas” dinner - it’s what families do during
this season of the year: they get together to share a meal. See page 3 for details.
Sunday, December 10 … a special morning that will include a FAMILY breakfast and the
annual Christmas production by our “Children of Praise” group as part of our ENCOUNTER
service (10:30am). This is how we did it last year and we look forward to it again this year!
See page 3 for details.
Sunday, December 24 … Christmas Eve service at 6pm. This will be a briefer service totally

separate from our morning ENCOUNTER.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … September 2017
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for June = $25,521 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $6,380 25

This is the first month in our new physical year. That is well below our projected budgeted need which is
more in the $8,500/week range. Obviously, a big factor for this fiscal year will be what happens with our
property sale, specifically, how much it can offer mortgage relief (currently paying $7,500/month). Leadership
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way.
Love Offerings for June (see the “LIVE OUT” page for totals from 2 recent special offerings) = $690 33
We do encourage you to join us in prayer about this reality as we move forward as a church FAMILY. has
blessed us with what we need to navigate through it in the short-term. It is obviously something that
impacts what we’re able to do. God We also encourage you to continue striving personally to “excel in the
grace of giving” (see 2 Corinthians 8:7).
We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about
our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join).
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What MATTers to me …
No matter how much we might wish it were different, we don’t typically get the benefits and the blessings of
something unless we’re willing to put in the required investment on the front end. It’s the way so much of life
works. On a very basic level, we could think about it with a job: we don’t get the benefit of a paycheck unless
we’ve first put in the right hours. When it comes to physical fitness, we can only experience the health benefits
by first making healthy choices in terms of diet and exercise. When it comes to a garden, the flowers only bloom
and the good crop can only be harvested because of what was done previously. Even when it comes to
relationships in life (with a spouse, parents, children, friends, etc.): we can experience the sweet blessings of good
connections, but only through the right kinds of investment along the way. We can only experience the
preferred end result by taking the right path to get there - it’s true in so many ways.
(Brief side note: it’s part of what makes grace both amazing and almost a scandal - we get the best ever result in
the end, but only because of what Jesus has done for us! It’s also why grace is such an anomaly in our world.)
Except when it comes to grace, this basic life reality is true in our spiritual journeys as well. We don’t experience
the good effects of God’s Word unless we have first put in the effort to store it in our hearts and minds. We
don’t have a vibrant relationship with God through His Spirit unless we have invested in that. We don’t arrive at
spiritual health unless we have first made the right spiritual choices that lead to such health.
I found myself reflecting on that theme in the midst of our September and October Connect Group series we’ve
called “How Should Each One Fit?” It was especially prevalent in the midst
of the session on making participation in the church family a priority. All
throughout the series, it was great to hear some of the positive blessings
people had received through the church family. People who were prayed for
by others, and it made a difference. Practical needs were met. Spiritual
strength and encouragement came along just when it was needed to help a
fellow believer continue on. Growth and maturity blossomed because of
the choice another had made to serve and invest. Love was felt and
experienced. It’s one of the reasons we wanted to emphasize the theme
overall: to help us all recognize the many ways God has blessed us through
our connections with one another in His church! As we become aware of those blessings, it increases our
gratitude for God’s design and hopefully helps us to cherish the gift of church family even more. In the end, that
should even encourage our greater participation in it. Of course, that’s not to mention how, in the end, it’s what
each one of us needs and it’s why each one of us is needed.
Here’s the thought that became quite obvious: we simply cannot experience the benefits of belonging to the
church family unless we are actively participating in it. It’s just the same as it is with so many other areas of life.
This isn’t about legalism, it’s about how things work in our lives of faith. This isn’t about our religious duty or
obligation (though participation in the church family is certainly a NT expectation). This is about us
experiencing the blessing of church FAMILY and us being a part of helping others experience the blessing as well!
In the end, it means there are many simple, practical choices we must make so that we can experience the right
end results. With our time, we choose to guard and protect time with the church family. Making something a
priority doesn’t mean there aren’t other options, it means we make sure the right option is the option we
choose! With our giving, we choose to make it a matter of first importance. In so many different ways, it means
we choose to find where we fit … and as a result, we find the goodness of God’s blessing!
Let me challenge you with this: in whatever way you have felt God’s Spirit encouraging you when it comes to
your participation in the church family, respond to His prompting. Maybe it’s even an experiment you do for a
few months, even a year. Whatever it is specifically, make the concerted effort to make sure the church family is
the priority it needs to be. My guess is that - just as it is in any other area of life when you reap a good end result
- you will certainly not be disappointed in the fruit of God’s blessing and goodness produced in your life.
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Series (Nov. 5 through Dec. 31)
The holiday season is upon us and as you all know the holiday season
also means it’s MOVIE season! Many of the most epic and iconic films
are released this time of year (e.g. Star Wars, Thor, Justice League
and more!), but what many people don’t realize is that God’s Word is
FILLED with EPIC adventures that should get us all excited about
how BIG and CAPABLE our God is! Thor can’t hold a candle to our one,
true God! This series will bring your kids on a journey through some of
the most epic stories in Scripture.

2017 “Children of Praise” … “The Toymaker’s Gift”
Our pre-K and grade school kids are spending their Wednesday
evenings rehearsing songs, learning choreography, practicing drama
and more, all in preparation for their performance on Sunday,
December 10.
Rehearsals will continue through December 6, the week leading-up
to the performance. The only exception on Wednesday nights is
11/22, the night before Thanksgiving. That means that C.O.P.
practices will extend beyond the end of our Fall 2017 “Cultivate”
session for adults. See below for important dates and make sure you
have them on the calendar!
Wednesday, 11/22 - no rehearsal.
Saturday, 12/9 - dress rehearsal & pizza party from 10am - 12:30pm.
Sunday, 12/10 - breakfast and dress rehearsal at 8am with the main
performance at 10:30am.

REMINDER: The annual Kids’ Fall Festival is Sunday, Oct. 29!!
KIDventure Trip to the movies: “The Star”

(date T.B.A.)

A small but brave donkey named Bo yearns for a life beyond his daily
grind at the village mill. One day he finds the courage to break free,
and finally goes on the adventure of his dreams. On his journey, he
teams up with Ruth, a lovable sheep who has lost her flock and Dave,
a dove with lofty aspirations. Along with three wisecracking camels
and some eccentric stable animals, Bo and his new friends follow the
STAR and become accidental heroes in the greatest story ever told –
the first Christmas.
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Les’ latest
“Finding Your Way Out of the Maze”

Each October the youth group takes a trip to the cornfield maze located in Verona, Missouri. The funny
thing is this: we pay money to get lost in a man-created maze. A corn maze is created by cutting a basic
pattern into a cornfield. Full of twists, turns and dead ends, the goal is to wander around until you are able
to find your way out. The empty stalks are taller than the average person, so once inside, you’re pretty
much like a rat in a science lab trying to navigate blindly. The maze activities are overseen by “Corn Cops”
who ensure that the maze isn’t disturbed and rules are followed. Most importantly, the corn cops are
there to come to the aid of people who simply can’t find their way out.
Sometimes the realities of life can feel like we’re in a maze. We follow a windy path, to another, only to
hit dead ends. Frustration builds and sometimes, fear sets in. We become convinced that there isn’t a way
out. We feel stuck! Then we realize, God has provided something similar to the corn cops in a cornfield
maze. I’m referring to friends around us who are willing to provide help, guidance, advice and prayers …
especially those who are members of our church family. God didn’t create us to work alone nor did He
create us to make our way through life’s maze alone.

In Ecclesiastes 4:10-12, this community is described in this way:
If either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when
there is not another to lift him up. Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm,
but how can one be warm alone? And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist
him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart.
Whether we’re having trouble navigating the twists and turns of balancing our time or having difficulty in
handling a particular situation, we need a fresh perspective from others. Humbly turning to the people
God has put in our lives can provide us help. Asking for advice doesn’t show weakness, but wisdom. Many
times God allows us to find the way on our own; other times we need to admit we need help.

A 25-year Youth Group Reunion
Can you believe it? Les has been serving in youth ministry for 9,000
days and counting! As a way to celebrate the great memories and
meaningful relationships, he put a “Youth Group Reunion” on the
calendar. It is Sunday, November 12 from 3-5pm.
Here are his words about the day: “I sincerely invite you to join me and my family in this milestone with a

special homecoming event. We’re inviting all current and former students, parents, sponsors and staff
members for an afternoon of refreshments and a chance to re-connect. No gifts please, just your presence.
Come and go at your convenience.”
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students.

Group Huddle meets from 6-8pm on Sundays (unless otherwise noted)
Please encourage your students to make it a priority to fellowship
and study with their peers on Sunday evenings.
GROUP HUDDLE MEALS:
Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several hungry teens at
Group Huddle. If you haven’t yet, we ask parents to send $20 for each teen from your
household who is attending (that covers the whole semester, through December).

Also, parent volunteers are needed to help with the meals. Not only is it greatly appreciated, it
gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle!
GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS:
Part of what happens through Group Huddle is we help youth get a broader perspective of
what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond Southland by supporting a mission. For this
semester, we will be supporting Jasper Rutherford and a ministry to Ireland (his native
country). Support raised will help in his work to begin programs for high school youth there
(being done in conjunction with Christ In Youth, the organization that puts on the BELIEVE and
MOVE conferences here in the US).

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.)
During CULTIVATE, we have ministry programming for our middle school and high school students.
This meets from 6:30-7:45pm. Some evenings for this Fall 2017 session have been set aside to
simply enjoy our time together as a group. Other nights are designated to roll up your sleeves and
intentionally serve others in our church and/or community.
Schedule for Wednesday nights in November:
November 1

Let’s BUILD

Meal Preparation Night

November 8

Let’s PLAY

Devotion and card games

November 15

Let’s SERVE

At the Ronald McDonald House

HIGH School NEWS
Ozark Christian College is hosting its annual weekend for high school
students on Friday, November 3 and Saturday, November 4. It’s
called “The EVENT.” This is a great experience of worship and
encouragement. This year the Carrollton Band will be leading music
and main sessions will be led by Lane Moss from Christ in Youth. We
encourage our young people to make plans to go.
Overnight housing is provided in the OCC dorms. The cost is $30 which includes registration, a t-shirt
and Saturday meals. Extra money will be needed for Friday dinner on-the-road.
10

southlandwomen
Some thoughts from Debbie ...
“The road to hell is paved with good intentions.”

That is a phrase that used to be quoted more often
than it is now. Of course, it isn’t a Biblical quote; but,
they are certainly words intended to communicate a
truth about our spiritual lives. I remember being
younger and trying to figure out exactly what it
meant. That’s probably why when I recently heard
the phrase again, I began to reflect on how it is very
relevant to our age and time.
While there are several implications to this simple
saying, one stands out above the rest: as people, we
may intend to do good or undertake a good
endeavor, but we nevertheless can fail to follow through due to laziness, procrastination, misguided
priorities or cherished sin. Essentially, the phrase is a reminder that intending to do good is not enough.
We must follow through with such intentions.
For instance, we may decide that we are going to make study of Scripture a greater priority in our life.
That is a good intention. But as we get into the hard work of actually doing that, we are soon distracted
and unwilling to put in the necessary effort. Or say we determine at one point that we have lost our
commitment to the church and decide to set a date that we will renew this Scriptural priority. But “life
happens,” and it becomes hard to get up and go to church after an “over-scheduled” week. So, staying
home in comfy clothes and resting becomes more attractive than putting in the effort to get around and
go. Throughout our lives, there are needed and beneficial things we want to do, but we so easily seem to
be able to find logical-sounding justifications for failing to do them.
Let’s be clear here: we are not going to be sent to hell for missing one church service or a day of studying
His Word. What is true, however, is the implication revealed in this saying. We can easily be lulled into
thinking that we are doing just fine because our intentions are right … even though there is more we know
we should be doing. As a result, we complacently settle for the status quo as we follow Christ. What is
exceedingly dangerous are those times when we presume on God’s grace for our salvation and hold onto
that as our assurance. All the while, we fail to be obedient to the commands He sets forth in Scripture; we
fail to love Him above all others and everything else by giving Him our utmost allegiance. The enemy loves
it when our good intentions to study, pray, worship or give become derailed by the realities of life. He
loves it when we fail to grow in Christ because our time is full of earthly endeavors. For sure, we find time
for what is truly important to us; BUT, so often what we consider to be important in our lives has little to
do with God’s Kingdom – either here on earth or eternally. And so, we settle for having a part of our hearts
merely wanting to have done something for Him.
This saying, which was reportedly first written in the 1100’s, is a stark warning that we must put effort into
what is good – not just sit and depend on others for our growth and accomplishments. One thing that is
hard to teach children is to own the consequences of their actions and decisions. And yet, so often we
11

adults also want to find reasons to excuse why we have not accomplished what we know we should have!
(Again, we are not talking about missing a work-out at the gym here. I seriously doubt that God cares if
your abs are ripped.) I sometimes wonder, “how will our excuses for laziness and procrastination sound
when we’re standing before Christ?”
The New Testament is full of references comparing our striving to live life with Christ to an athlete in
training; it’s about hard, intentional effort. The book of Hebrews warns over and over not to drift away.
Such Scriptures were written not to the world, but to people who were following Christ already. We must
have more than a desire to grow and do good, we must follow up that desire with action. Not tomorrow or
next year, but TODAY! Scripture teaches that God rewards the faithful - we don’t have to attain perfection
here, but we do have to put effort in and not take the easy path of complacency. May we be a church and
individuals willing to work hard to have Godly priorities and vision - those who stand out for Christ because
we have a noticeable desire to make Kingdom values our values. A desire that’s not just merely about our
intentions, but one that is demonstrated through our actions!

The next session of Ladies’ Bible Study will be in January of 2018.

M.S.A. Mornings

(Moms Set Apart)

Thursdays, November 2 & 16 (9:30-11:30am)
Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting to help
with childcare and other MSA ministry expenses.
Please register for MSA Mornings either on the MSA Facebook page or by emailing Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).

motherhood.inspired
This ministry is for any moms with kids still in the home - it’s a time to share, grow
and breathe. Each meeting, we will have a devotion centered around a theme
pertinent to moms, and then share a discussion about how it impacts our lives. It’s a
relaxing time of sharing and encouraging each other on the journey of motherhood.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 14 (a different date due to the timing
of Thanksgiving!) from 6:30-8pm. The men’s group will meet that evening too.

The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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The next BTG meeting
will be Friday,
December 1 at 6pm
(none in November).
Dinner will be
included.

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

“A Song Story: ‘The Cause of Christ’” - by Jon Carmichael ...
During the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, October 22, we introduced a new song titled “The Cause of Christ.” It is a
song from Christian music artist Kari Jobe. It fit very well in that particular portion of our worship ENCOUNTER,
not just because it’s a slower-paced, pretty-sounding worship song that mentions Jesus, but also because it
contains some very solid teaching and prayer which is beneficial in equipping the Church body. It’s based off of
Paul’s teachings in Philippians 3 where he emphasizes the importance of dependency on Christ and not relying
on the flesh or our own accomplishments. The whole chapter (including some of chapter 2) is important
contextually with this teaching, but we can begin to understand his point by looking at verses 4-11:
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law,
a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power
of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

What does Paul mean by this phrase “but whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of
Christ?” Does he mean that all our accomplishments are meaningless and that we should just stop putting any
effort into anything that’s not Kingdom-related or Christ-centered? Well, I personally don’t believe so. Paul
was human and understood that people need to work hard and accomplish things in order to provide for
themselves and their families. But let’s not get too hasty and assume that since it’s not directly making that
statement that this danger of “confidence in the flesh” does not apply to us. Paul wrote about it for a reason.
As I said, Paul was human and he also knows we are human, and, unfortunately, humans are prideful
creatures. The danger is when we become proud of our accomplishments and have an attitude like, “See what
I did there? I am great and I will continue to do great things so more people can see how great I am. Look at
my great job, my great car, my great house, my great family, my great vacations, and my great retirement
plan. I am great … and I did it all by myself.” Sure, we may never even fathom literally saying anything like that,
but don’t we all sometimes adopt this attitude? We crave being known as self-reliant, self-capable,
independent and successful individuals. If that were not true, then why do we so often crave after the next big
thing, the nicer homes in the nicer neighborhoods, the nicer clothes or shoes, or the more prominent title at
our places or work? Materialism isn’t just a desire for more “stuff,” materialism is also a desire to be noticed
with more “stuff.” Why? Because we want to be noticed and known for our accomplishments.
Kari Jobe’s song hits at the very heart of this dangerous truth that lurks within our hearts. What do you want
to be known for? As someone who lived and died for your own sake and your own cause? Paul understood
that this life is fleeting. We live not for the now, but for eternity. If our heart’s desire is to be successful and
noticed for our accomplishments (which is reflected in our time and in our attitudes towards our
accomplishments), then when the storm comes (and it will) the houses we built for ourselves will be utterly
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destroyed down to rubble. But if our heart’s desire is to bring glory to the Father by making HIM noticed, then
true joy and contentment will be our bounty.

Ponder the lyrics of Cause of Christ:
Verse 1
The only thing I want in life is to be known for loving Christ,
to build His church, to love His bride
and make His Name known far and wide.
Chorus
For this cause I live, for this cause I'd die,
I surrender all for the cause of Christ.
All I once held dear I will leave behind,
for my joy is this, oh the cause of Christ.
Verse 2
He is all my soul will prize regardless of the joy or trial.
When agonizing questions rise, in Jesus all my hope abides.
Bridge
Jesus, my Jesus, For Your glory for Your name.
Jesus, my Jesus, I will only sing Your praise.
Verse 3
It is not fame that I desire, nor stature in my brother's eye.
I pray it's said about my life: that I lived more to build Your Name than mine.

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
Sunday, October 29

Alex Cobb preaching from Luke 19:1-10.

Sunday, November 5 “The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church” … this will be our focus as part of
our ENCOUNTER time; we will both reflect on this reality and spend more time devoted to
praying about it.
For the rest of November (and into the first week of December), we be in a
four-week sermon series we’re calling “Inside Out Giving.” Part of the NT’s
emphasis is that our giving (primarily of our financial means, but in other
ways as well) is to be an INSIDE-OUT reality. It is something that should
begin from within a right heart and flow out into action. Throughout the
series, we will reflect on how we can have such hearts in our giving.
Sermons in this upcoming series (the plan as of the end of October):
November 12
Giving as an expression of our relationship with God (an act of trust, worship and stewardship)
November 19
Giving as a blessing/privilege to embrace
November 26
Giving as the antidote to materialism and that which helps promote contentment
December 3
Giving as a way of imitating God, our Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in CONNECT Groups (Sundays at 9am)
Groups will finish the series “How Should Each One Fit?” on Sunday, October 29.
For the month of November, we will be in another session of “Cross
Connect” (as we did in March). These are inter-generational groups
that gather for faith-related conversations. While it’s great to be
with our “normal” groups where many life situations are similar, it’s
also good to have this kind of experience as well.
A big part of “Cross Connect” is the opportunity these groups provide for building relationships with people from
other age groups within the SCC family. That’s why part of our time will be spent allowing time for such connecting to
happen.
Of course, there is also content. During these 4 weeks of “Cross Connect,” we will be reflecting on the Holy Spirit and
His role in our lives. Part of what happens when we come to faith in Christ at our conversion (the NT connects it
specifically to our immersion into Christ) is that God gives us the gift of His Spirit. That means that as believers in
Jesus, we have God’s presence within us as we go about our lives! For these sessions, we will be taking the time to
reflect cross-generationally on some of the important roles the Holy Spirit carries out: His encouragement and
reassurance (11/5), His equipping for serving others (11/12), His transforming work in our hearts and lives (11/19)
and His empowering us to LIVE OUT our mission in the world (11/26). It’s a great theme to emphasize together.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

See the flyers in the foyer for details - it is also available electronically:
Fall Cultivate Flyer (session 2).
… if you are wanting to be a part of a group designed for close community
and study of God’s Word, let us know and we’ll help find one of these groups for you.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
At the Welcome Center, we have flyers with regular, ongoing ways people can serve and
BUILD UP one another here at SCC. There are also BLUE CARDS for you to use to let us know
where and how you want to be involved.

Serving During “Cross Connect” in November
We want everyone - including our regular Sunday School teachers who regularly teach on a
monthly basis - to be able to participate in our “Cross Connect” Groups. To help make that
happen, we have asked for volunteers to teach for one week during the month of November. That
schedule will be finalized and communicated by Sunday, 11/5 at the latest. Of course, we will
make sure to contact those who are on for that first week prior to then.
We want to send out a “THANK YOU” in advance to
those who have volunteered to help with the Kids’
Fall Festival and Chili Cook-off, especially those
who are running the games for the kids!
A special “THANK YOU” to those who covered Sunday School classes for all of September
and October so that others could fully participate in our Connect Group series for those
two months: Kristie Martin (2’s & 3’s, pre-K), Kristi Cribbs & Merilyn Morgan (K-1st grade),
Bob & Liz Wood (2nd & 3rd grade) and Allison Ritz + Cary & Linda Jones (4th & 5th grade).

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and
full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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SERVING SCHEDULE – November 2017
Greeters
11/5
11/12
11/19
11/26

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

|————— Bob & Liz W. ————|

Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)
Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)

Computer

Mark Miller

Alexis Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Jack & Betty Hein

11/26

11/5 - 8:50-10:20am
11/5 - 10:20-dismissal
11/12 - 8:50-10:20am
11/12 - 10:20-dismissal
11/19 - 8:50-10:20am
11/19 - 10:20-dismissal
11/26 - 8:50-10:20am
11/26 - 10:20-dismissal

A.J. & Terra G.

Serving Team Leader

11/5
11/19

Terry & Brenda O.

|——– Warren & Carolyn B. —–—|

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)

Communion Preparation
11/12

Pat & Debbie L.

|——– Ernie & Charlotte E. ———|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

Ken & Debbie N.

|————— Debbie N. —————|

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Jill Sims
Jill Cobb
Stacy Gambill
Debbie Gray
Cheryl McAnally
Amanda Butler
Carissa Virtue
Natalie Wuerch

Jill Sims + helper
Cobb Family
Stacy Gambill + Meghan Stewart
Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith
Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller
Carissa Virtue + Megan Miller
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

11/5

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Les L. - Rori C. - ____________

11/12

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W.

Jon & Katy C. - April C.

11/19

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R.

Andy & Donna L. - Bryant E.

11/26

Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S.

Joe & April W. - Matt & Amber N.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving
Baskets” project is happening NOW!
As we do each November, we are again participating in this
annual project designed by the G6:10 Ministry to help us LIVE
OUT faith in a very significant way as we move into the
Thanksgiving season.
This year, we are again giving you the opportunity to bless someone you know who is especially in need of a
blessing during this season. You can represent Southland (and more importantly Christ!) by giving a basket our
church family has put together. It’s a great relational way for us to share the love of Christ with others through
those who are part of our Southland family. To request a basket (or even more than one) to distribute, there are
flyers at the display in the alcove (the end of the auditorium) - on the back of those flyers, there is information we
need you to fill out and return to the designated spot . Please do this by Sunday, November 12.

Of course, we do also still need everyone to participate by DONATING items. We have cards available at the tables
in the alcove of the auditorium. These cards list basic components that are needed to construct these baskets;
basically, each card represents 1 item needed for a single basket. Pick up however many cards you can (based on
your ability to donate to such a cause), then go purchase those items at the store and return them to the alcove
by Sunday, November 12.
Then, the G6:10 team will assemble the baskets and have them ready to be picked-up after service on Sunday,
November 19 so they can be taken and delivered. NOTE: any items collected beyond what is actually needed to fill

the requested baskets will be delivered to a local food pantry for distribution.
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This December, the Empty Nesters will again be leading an effort to collect pajamas for young
people at Show-Me Christian Youth Home. The pajamas need to be brought to Southland no
later than Sunday, November 26 so that they can be passed on to Show-Me in time for the
Christmas season.
Here is the basic breakdown of what they are needing.
22 girls - 10 elementary age + 2 in junior high + 2 in high school.
28 boys - 3 pre-school + 14 elementary age + 4 in junior high + 7 in high school.
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
An upcoming opportunity to “LIVE OUT” faith by participating directly in God’s GLOBAL work:
Many of you have already responded with interest in a trip next September to Guatemala with “Life of
Hope.” The dates are September 22-29, 2018. Due to the amount of initial interest, we are also looking at a
possible trip in 2019. For now, the plans for the 2018 trip would be to focus on a “medical” trip - that doesn’t
mean everyone going needs to have medical training, just that this would be the primary purpose of the trip
(as opposed to a trip more devoted to a work project). Sometime in the next month or so, we will nail down
more specifics and get a sense of who will be going on the 2018 trip. Please continue to stay up-to-date as
we move in that direction.

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church … Sunday, Nov. 5
Many believers around the world today “share our faith, but not our
freedom.” Compared to what we experience, there is a constant and far
more intense pressure facing our brothers and sisters in Christ in
different parts of the globe. Especially because it involves our fellow
citizens in His Kingdom, this is not a problem we can ignore. That’s
why we participate each year in this special day when we raise
awareness, but, most importantly, when we pray – expressing our
oneness with them as we interceded on their behalf.
That’s what Sunday, November 5 is all about. We will again devote time to this day during our ENCOUNTER time. It will be
a time to open our eyes to God’s global Kingdom and express our solidarity in Christ with our fellow believers. Part of the
value of this day is the way that it can also inspire US to stand firm in whatever way we experience difficulties here.
Above all, we will pray for the faithful endurance of God’s people - hanging on to the hope of Christ even in the midst of
opposition so that the Good News of Christ may continue to spread! Please make sure you join us for this special morning.
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