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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.

A new point of EMPHASIS for 2018 …
What’s Inside …

See Matt’s article (p. 7) for more on the rationale
behind this effort (also the “LIVE OUT” section on
p. 20). Join us in being “ONE” who is “for ONE!”
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We will publish the next edition of

The Southland Vine on February 28.

This is a night of fun for kids and really, for all! So come, enjoy this time together
with your church FAMILY. Dinner is included. NOTE: We will need volunteers for the
evening (see p. 2 for more details).

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
ministry year as we did in the last one.

PRIORITIES for emphasis within this FAMILY theme:
Our theme for this ministry year at Southland is this: “Church FAMILY Matters … Each One’s Need, Each
One’s Needed.” Within that basic theme, we are emphasizing a set of PRIORITIES. The SCC leadership has
identified these as keys to help both strengthen the sense of FAMILY here and enable us to experience
even greater blessings according to God’s design for us in Christ.
PRIORITY #1 … Being a family where each one chooses to be a CONTRIBUTOR, not a CONSUMER.
It’s about encouraging an attitude that chooses to actively participate in the life of the church
FAMILY, not just passively benefit. It’s the healthiest way for all of us to be blessed along the way!
PRIORITY #2 … Being a family that PRAYS and GROWS. See the “ENCOUNTER” page for
information about the priority of PRAYER in our corporate worship. GROWTH is a priority we are
striving to produce throughout our ministries.
PRIORITY #3 … Being a family that values our UNITY and strives to maintain it.
PRIORITY #4 … Being a family that remains committed to what happens BEYOND. This is what
the “ONE-for-ONE” emphasis is about. As church FAMILY, we exist so that together we can be
equipped and encouraged to LIVE OUT faith beyond the church community.

Upcoming ways to experience FAMILY at Southland:
The “Women’s Winter Warm-Up” on Friday, February 9
Ladies gathering together, spending time together and encouraging one
another is certainly something that happens within most any family. Such a
FAMILY reality will be experienced through this Southland women’s
ministry event. It’s an evening designed for the ladies of Southland to have some time to relationally
connect with their sisters-in-Christ. Dinner and child-care are provided. See page 14 for more details.
Make sure you ask Deb or Kristie if you have any questions.

Our annual Southland “Kids’ Olympiad”
on Sunday, February 25
This event centers around our kids, but it’s an opportunity for all of us to be involved as a FAMILY.
We will come together for the fun portion of the evening with games in the auditorium and then
share a meal together. Just as any family takes the time to simply be together, enjoying one
another, this will be a great night of church FAMILY fellowship. Jon will be going around to “Connect
Groups” in February to recruit volunteers for the evening; it’s a great way to participate and
make this a great experience for the kids.
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Another “Cross CONNECT” session ... Once we get
to March, we will again deviate from our normal Connect
Groups at 9am (typically based on similar demographics) for
“Cross CONNECT … Generational Conversations about
Faith.” We had a session of this back in November and we’ll be
keeping the same basic groups from that session. Here’s the FAMILY link: Just like an earthly family
stretches across many ages, this is a great opportunity for us to experience a sense of church “FAMILY”
across generational lines. See page 16 for more details.

A PROPERTY Update:
We have been using this space in “The Vine” to provide regular updates regarding the process of selling
some of our property (see past editions of “The Vine” for review). At this point, we’re in the WAITING
stage . Everything continues to move forward in the buyer’s processes (there is A LOT that is required!).
Please continue to be praying that everything continues to unfold smoothly. We are still targeting June
as the time when the sale will be finalized. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions.

Other general Reminders & Info ...
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility.
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:


On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org.



Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”



We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE: If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call
when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405.

A REMINDER about GIVING
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2017

… Receipts have been sent out. Please make sure you have double-checked it
against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please let the office know and we will work to get it corrected.
Also, if you haven’t yet received a giving statement and should have, please let us know.
As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!!
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What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine” (plus elsewhere), but this is an effort to consolidate things.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
Every Sunday morning in February at 9am … our normal Connect Groups will be
meeting. See page 16 for details. We will be launching another session of “Cross
Connect” in March. Sunday School classes for kids and youth (through middle
school) also meet during this time.
Every Sunday morning at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the
time when we gather together as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See page
15 for more details as it relates to our upcoming preaching calendar.
Sundays evenings at 6pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth - see
page 11 for details.
Wednesdays … CULTIVATE (GROW DEEP ministry) - meal served
beginning at 5:30pm with ministry programming at 6:30pm. Another
“mini-session” content-wise runs through February: a look at the 4
Gospels. See the flyers in the foyer for details. Click on the following
link to view it electronically: Winter Cultivate Session.

Other Events (listed by date):
Thursday, February 1 … Moms Set Apart (9:30-11:30am) - see page 14 for details.
Sunday, February 4 from 5-9pm (the van leaves the church at 4:45 if you need a ride) …
Group Huddle “Super Bowl Party” at the Latimer’s house - see page 12 for details.
Tuesday, February 6 (10-11:30am) … Ladies’ Bible Study resumes for the four weeks of
February; a study called “I AM!” on Jesus from the Gospel of John. Childcare is provided.
Thursday, February 8 at 6pm … meeting for elders and staff.
Friday, February 9 at 6pm … “Women’s Winter Warm-Up.” An
opportunity for the ladies of Southland (high school and older) to come
together to build relationships and spend time as sisters in Christ.
Dinner and childcare will be provided.
Thursday, February 15 … Moms Set Apart (9:30-11:30am) - see page 14 for details.
Thursday, February 15 at 6pm … a “G6:10 Ministry” team meeting in the fellowship
hall (dinner is included).
Friday, February 16 from 6-9pm … the youth will be hosting a
“Parents’ Night Out” for PARENTS of kids age 2 through 5th grade.
This is a fundraiser for the middle school youth group’s annual trip
to the “BELIEVE” Conference in Kansas City; donations will be
accepted for the evening. Bring your kids and go enjoy a night out,
all while supporting our young people.
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Sunday, February 18 at 1:15pm … our monthly service at the Neighborhoods at Quail Creek.
Tuesday, February 20 … motherhood.inspired from 6:30-8pm (see page 14 for more details).
The men’s group will be meeting during this time as well. Childcare is provided in
conjunction with both.
Friday, February 23 … Southland will be hosting a “Work as
Worship” simulcast conference put on by RightNow Media
(7:30am - 2:30pm). There are some great speakers lined-up. This
is designed primarily for those who are seeking to more
effectively integrate faith into their workplace/business life. For
more information or to register, visit https://www.workasworshipretreat.org/ (to register,
click the “ATTEND LOCAL” tab at the website). The cost is $25.
Saturday, February 24 from 9am - 3pm… “Box Top Girls”
retreat day at Southland. Lunch is included.

Box Top Girls

Sunday, February 25 starting at 5pm … the
Southland Kids’ Olympiad is an annual fun event for
kids age 5 through 5th grade. It’s also a good
opportunity for us all to come together as a FAMILY to cheer them on. There is a meal at the
end of the evening.
At 9am on the Sundays during the month of March, we will be having another round of
“Cross Connect.”
Sunday, March 13 … Daylight Savings Time begins.
Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 24 … the middle school youth group’s annual trip to
the “BELIEVE” conference in Kansas City.
Friday, March 30 at 7pm … Good Friday service here at Southland.
Sunday, April 1 … Resurrection Sunday.
Sunday, April 8 at noon … our next lunch meeting for all elders, staff and ministry leaders.
Sunday, April 29 … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” This is a day that
we set aside for actively serving in the midst of our community. We will have
various projects for people to choose from. After a brief time of ENCOUNTER,
we will then be dismissed to go LIVE OUT service. See page 20 for more
information about this day.

Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5 … the youth yard sale (a bit earlier this year). This is a
fundraiser for the senior high youth group’s annual trip to the “MOVE” conference. It’s not
too early to start identifying potential donations!
JUNE … It’s early, but check out the “Southland KIDS” section (page 10) for a list of dates
for the summer camp season at Maranatha.
July 16-21 … the 2018 edition of the “MOVE” conference in
Warrensburg, MO for those entering their freshman year through
graduating seniors. The theme this year is “CONTRAST.”
Monday, July 30 - Thursday, August 2 (6pm each evening) … dates for our 2018 VBS.
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REMINDER: If you want to check out sermons you’ve missed, you can use whatever “Podcast” app
to search for “Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast.” The same material can be accessed
directly through the website (go to the “Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for).

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an exciting
ministry tool that we have available here at Southland.
RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content
through online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style!
In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his
or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection (via
smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via e-mail
to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … January 2018
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
As a reminder, we did have a great December 2017. That likely impacted our January 2018 numbers
somewhat. Overall, our numbers for this fiscal year (September 2017 through August 2017) are still in much
better shape. Thank you for your faithful and generous participation in this grace of giving at Southland!
INCOME …
Regular tithe for December = $24,817 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $6,204 25

Our total tithe so far (September through December) is $196,418 for an average of $8,928 09 . That puts us
ahead for the year, though we know that special gifts in December made this happen, so things will likely
continue to even out over the next few months. Obviously, a big factor for this fiscal year will be what
happens with our property sale, specifically, how much mortgage relief it can offer (currently paying $7,500/
month). Leadership is certainly grateful for this relief as we wait for that process to unfold.

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:
we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the
prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to
make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would
rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well.
Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such
updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added.
We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about
our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join).
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What MATTers to me …
God is always at work; and every once in awhile, we’re able to be aware of just how He is! Ever since our house was
broken-into back around Christmas of 2015, it has become a tradition of sorts for Alex Cobb to preach on the first
Sunday of the year. It’s a time when we’ve yet to launch into our first sermon series of the year. It’s a busy time
church-wide as we’re launching back into our ministries after a chaotic December. It all makes for a good opportunity
for him to preach. We try to have him do that about 3 times a year anyway. You may have noticed he’s gifted at it!
While it’s always a blessing when Alex preaches, there was something about his message on Sunday, January 7 that
was particularly poignant. It was a challenge from Acts 1:1-11 about our mission as Jesus’ church. If you weren’t here
for it (and even if you were), it might be worth listening to the sermon on our website. There are several different
ways the New Testament captures the same essential task given by Jesus to His followers; but, in this particular text,
Jesus speaks of our task as being His “witnesses” (see Acts 1:8).
Now, before we get back to how God was at work in Alex’s sermon, let’s consider this task. There’s so much we could
unpack with this imagery. In the first century world - as it is still today in the legal world - the basic function of a
witness was to provide a “testimony.” Something had been “witnessed” (seen and/or heard) and the job of a “witness”
was to communicate that experience to others. Even still today in courtrooms, that’s exactly what witnesses do as they
provide a record of what happened. For the original followers of Jesus, they were direct eyewitnesses of Jesus - they
were consumed with the work of sharing what they had seen and heard (we certainly see that on display in the book of
Acts!). Their witness was simply telling the story to which they had a front row seat: Jesus’ life, ministry, death and
resurrection. Obviously, for us today, it’s somewhat different; after all, we haven’t physically seen or heard Jesus. And
yet, when you boil it all down, being His witnesses are about two basic things (in these ways it’s still the same):
1) We are still sharing the story of Jesus, especially His death and resurrection. Even though we didn’t see it with
our own eyes, we are still passing down the same Good News that began with Jesus’ earliest followers: because
of God’s great love for us, He sent His Son into the world to die as a sacrifice for our sins; and on the third
day, He came back to life. We may not be eyewitnesses, but we are still telling that same story.
2) We are still sharing the story about what this same Jesus has done in our lives. Maybe it’s the change that He
has brought about. Maybe it’s the blessing we’ve experienced from our relationship with Him. Maybe it’s simply
the way that He has given us a hope that transcends the worst of this life. Whatever the specifics may be of
your story, if you’re His follower, you have a story to tell about what Jesus has done.
Again, however much has changed from the 1st century to today, this fundamental mission remains the same!
Back to the way God was at work through Alex’s sermon in early January … after that sermon, my heart began to
mojinate on this task - it’s a good word to describe the Holy Spirit’s activity! In my own life, I needed to be reminded
of this challenge and calling. Even more broadly, I began to feel convicted about what it should do about our life as a
church FAMILY. At Southland, we emphasize this idea of being EQUIPPED to LIVE OUT faith in Christ. Part of that
includes being Jesus’ witnesses. But, perhaps that’s a point of emphasis that we too often leave “assumed,” instead of
actually, well, EMPHASIZING! And so, that week in staff meeting, we began to discuss and prayerfully consider how we
could use that focus as a catalyst for a new focus in 2018.
All of that is what led to this effort we’re calling “ONE-for-ONE.” In the midst of the sermon on
January 7, Alex had us specifically focus on ONE person outside of Christ. It’s overwhelming to think of
the billions of people who don’t have a relationship with Him. It’s far more practical to think about ONE
person in whose life God has perfectly positioned each ONE of us. We’re put there to be Jesus’
WITNESS! There’s much about this kind of task that is daunting to us, but maybe it’s just as simple as this: each
ONE of us simply choosing to say “I am ONE who is FOR that ONE (if not more)!” I will be praying regularly for that
ONE. I will be striving to seek the good - especially the eternal good - of that ONE. I will be looking for opportunity
that the Holy Spirit makes available for me to share the story of Jesus with that ONE. Just think: God wants to use
you and me - each ONE of us - to make a difference in the ETERNAL destiny of those ONES around us.
Over the course of February, we are going to be rolling out this emphasis. We’ll share more about how we are going to
keep this effort front and center. Be challenged: as a follower of Jesus, may you choose to join us in being ONE-for
ONE! It’s what He has called each of us to do.
P.S. Make sure you check out Jon’s article on the next page. It certainly is a good thought to consider
within this basic “ONE-for-ONE” emphasis. Being Jesus’ witnesses is all about saving who we love!
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A Reflection from Jon ...
“The Rose Rule” – A lesson from Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Everyone has heard of “The Golden Rule,” right? It comes from Matthew 7:12 where Jesus says, “So in
everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.” It’s simple yet profound, just as many of
Jesus’ teachings were. Of course, when I say simple I’m referencing how one can easily understand the
concept, not that it’s actually easy to put it into practice. When it comes to actually living out the
golden rule, there are some challenges: for example, selfishness and pride. We want others to treat us
how we’d like to be treated, but to reciprocate isn’t so easy. That’s especially true when the object of
said “treatment” doesn’t treat us with kindness or respect in the first place. Still, Jesus demands that
we live by this basic principal regardless of how easy or difficult it may be.
But I’m not here to share about the Golden Rule, important and emphatic as it may be. I am here to
share about another rule all followers of Jesus should strive to live by; it’s a rule I want to coin as “The
Rose Rule.” Let me explain.
Over the Holidays, my family and I went to go see the most anticipated film of 2017, Star Wars: The Last
Jedi. I went expecting to experience an amazing story and awesome visual effects. Of course, I also
expected that familiar nostalgic feeling that all Star Wars fans experience when seeing for the first
time the latest installment to the epic saga. However, I didn’t expect to experience Biblical truth and
conviction. But I did … and in a powerful way.
WARNING: SPOLIERS AHEAD!
There was a particular scene near the end of the film that has stuck with me,
even weeks after seeing the movie. There is a new female character named
Rose; she is a young engineer who served on General Leia’s space vessel for
the rebel alliance. She befriends Finn, one of the primary male heroes. In one
particular scene, the rebels are in an epic, last-ditch effort stand-off with
villain Kylo Ren and his imperial army. They’re outmanned, outgunned and
exhausted, to the point where anger, frustration, and rage began to overtake
the psyche of the male hero, Finn. He has nothing left but reckless
determination to kill and destroy the imperial forces, even if it meant giving
his own life. I won’t get into too many specifics, but Rose steps in in a BIG
WAY to save Finn from destroying himself. When he asked her why she did
what she did, she responds with these powerful words, “I saved you, Dummy.
That’s how we’re going to win. Not by destroying what we hate, but by saving
who we love.”
Wow! Just wow! Can you imagine if as believers we could live by this rule all the time? As Christians in
this country, I feel that we can allow our spirits to become overtaken by anger, rage and frustration
because of the many ways our culture has given into evil. I believe it is completely healthy to be upset
and heartbroken over this world’s evil and sin (which we hate, as we should). However, what if there’s a
better way to respond? It can be easy to put our efforts into fighting and destroying such things through
political change, picketing and rage-filled speech via Facebook and other social media platforms
(which is really just fighting fire with fire). Why don’t we instead put more (if not all) our efforts into
actually saving those whom we love? And if Jesus’ words mean anything to you, we’re to love everyone
we come in contact with, regardless of their current spiritual state (see Matt. 5:44 and Luke 10:25-37).
“The Rose Rule” could drastically change the Church in America and how we multiply. If we actively and
daily pursued leading the lost to Christ, one at a time, we’d transform our community and eventually the
world. Sin and evil are what we hate, but they cannot and will not be destroyed unless we change our
tactics and begin to, through Christ, save the ones we love. That’s how we’re going to win!
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Changes - “Discipleship Jr.”
The KidENCOUNTER content has been a bit different
recently. Instead of multiple series within a calendar year
like the kids are used to, we have transitioned to a single
focus that we will maintain throughout 2018. It’s a year-long
curriculum titled “Discipleship Jr.” As the name suggests, it
really challenges the kids about being a disciple or follower of
Jesus. It’s designed to equip kids in all areas of their life:
heart, soul, mind and strength. We don’t want to just feed
kids information; we want to make sure God’s Word is truly in
their hearts for transformation! We think this is a more effective way of doing just that.
Beyond this curriculum change, it’s still the same time and same place.

Remember that during Cultivate, our kids (ages 4 through 5th grade)
are participating in a fun, energetic, Bible -based program called
“JESUS 4U.” Kids are discovering ways that, through Christ, God is
for them, not against them. In fact, He wants to partner with them
to help even kiddos share the Gospel with others through words and
actions!

a FUNDRAISER for the middle
school “BELIEVE” conference

Hey there parents, looking for a night away to relax, reconnect or hang out with some
friends? Well, you are in luck! The middle school youth are hosting this night just for you (well,
of course, also to raise funds for their trip to the “Believe” conference). Entertainment and
food will be provided. Sign-up at the display near the nursery area.
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The 2018 SCC Kids’ Olympiad is Sunday, February 25 at 5pm!
This for all kids ages 5 through 5th grade. Kids will divide into teams as they sign -up
to “represent” 1 of the 6 countries. They will be participating in a series of fun and
exciting games designed to resemble the Olympics in some small fashion. The games
will be followed by a Mexican feast for the entire family.
As mentioned on page 2, we are encouraging the whole SCC family to join us for
this evening. There are plenty of ways we need volunteers for the evening!

Coming in Summer 2018
We are still months away from summer events, but we wanted to go ahead and
get these important children’s ministry dates on your calendar.

MARANATHA BIBLE CAMP ...
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending:

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st)

June 9 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2 -4 )

June 14-16 (Thurs. - Sat.)

nd

5

th

&6

th

th

Grade Camp

Middle School Camp (7th-8th)

2018 Theme

June 10-13 (Sun. - Wed.)
June 17-22 (Sun - Fri.)

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!

SCC’s 2018 VBS:
“SHIPWRECKED - Rescued by Jesus”
This year’s VBS will be Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2
(as is our custom at Southland, our VBS is in the evenings from 6-8pm).
Our next nursing home service at The Neighborhoods at Quail
Creek will be Sunday, February 18 at 1:15pm. This is a great
opportunity for the whole family to get together to sing, have
fun and be a blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you
to come and join us. You can just show-up at Quail Creek then.
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Les’ latest
We were created for victory! As Super Bowl Sunday approaches, the quest for victory simply feeds on this
God-given desire. As we tune into the “big game,” this much is certain: one team is going to win and the
other team will lose. During the months, weeks and hours leading up to this Super Bowl, fans of both
teams have been thoroughly convinced they are on the winning side. As the game clock winds down,
coaches will consult their support staff for crucial plays. Even if all appears lost, fans of the trailing team
never give up hope, seeking a miracle ‘til the last seconds. VICTORY … it’s what we were created for.
When we remember the final moments of Jesus’ ministry, all appeared lost as he hung dying on the cross.
Most of His fans deserted Him and gave up hope, never expecting a miracle. But that’s precisely what
happened. Jesus was raised from the dead and in that moment, He defeated our final enemy, death itself:
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death. … Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:26, 54).

The Apostle Paul regularly wrote about the assurance he possessed in Christ. He wanted believers to know
that with and through Christ, we will be victorious. He will deliver us from our shame of sin. He will enable
us to overcome through the trials of life. He will give us purpose for living and thriving. He encouraged the
believers in Corinth with these words: “But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” May we live VICTORIOUSLY!

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students. It meets on Sunday
evenings from 6-8pm. For this first semester of 2018, students are being challenged to evaluate
their friendships and move forward with relationships that are God-honoring.
GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS … Part of what happens through Group Huddle is we help our young
people get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond Southland by
supporting a mission project.
For this current semester, we are partnering with David Dale, a missionary in Southeast Asia. We
have the opportunity to help support the “Mekong Multiply” movement (Laos and beyond).
GROUP HUDDLE MEALS … Each semester, we ask parents to
help defray the expense of feeding several hungry teens at Group
Huddle. If you haven’t yet, we ask parents to send $20 for
each teen from your household who is attending (that
covers the whole semester, through May). This year, the kitchen team will provide delicious meals
like cashew chicken, baked ziti and tacos.
Also, parent volunteers are needed to help with the meals. Not only is it greatly appreciated, it gives
parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle!
GROUP HUDDLE PLANS for the 4 Sunday evenings in February:
Sunday, February 4

“Super Bowl Party” - see the next page for details

Sunday, February 11

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “A Night in Paris”

Sunday, February 18

Normal Group Huddle - theme: “A Night in Beijing”

Sunday, February 25

MS/HS students participating in the SCC Kids’ Olympiad
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Super Bowl Party … Sunday, February 4 from 5-9pm
Middle school and high school students are invited to this event hosted by the
Latimers (5624 S. Walnut Hill in Springfield). Join us whether you tune-in for the
commercials or to actually watch the game - or even if you just want to come and be
with the group. Girls bring cookies and guys bring a 2-liter of soda or punch.

If you need a ride, meet at the church at 4:45pm; the van will return to SCC at 9.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.)
Join us during this Cultivate session on Wednesday nights. Les will be leading the middle school and
high school youth in a series called “I Am Sin.” We’ve all done it - everyone, everywhere! At some
point or another in life, we all sin. When we sin, we’re choosing to follow something other than God’s
will for us. The study will help young people consider the causes and consequences of sin, and, most
importantly, how God wants to deliver us from it.

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
The 2018 “BELIEVE” Conference
Friday, March 23 - Saturday, March 24
at the Kansas City Convention Center
The “BELIEVE” Conference is an annual event hosted by CIY designed for middle school students. It’s
a high-energy weekend event with worship, challenging teaching and time together as a group.

The cost for BELIEVE will be $85 with a $30 pre-registration due by Sunday, February 4.
REMINDER:

The youth are hosting a Parents’ Night Out (as a fundraiser for “BELIEVE”) on
Friday, February 16 from 6-9pm.

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH …
Senior High MOVE Conference
University of Central Missouri
Warrensburg, MO July 16-21
MOVE is a 5-day event for incoming freshmen through graduating seniors.
2018 THEME: “CONTRAST.” We are called to stand out; to be different. There is a stark difference
between a life lived for the King and one lived for anyone or anything else. What are those
differences? How should our lives be distinct? This year’s conference will include a look at 1 John.
Please turn-in a $50 pre-registration fee by Sunday, April 8. Space is limited.
As always, the annual youth yard sale will be held to help reduce the overall cost ($319/student).
This year, the yard sale will be Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5 (earlier than normal!).
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southlandwomen
From Kristie ...
Hats. How often do you think about them? Only when it’s cold? Maybe in the summer when you’re going to a
ballgame and want a little bit of shade over your eyes? Or maybe you have a hat you wear when you don’t
want to do much with your hair. Most of us probably don’t think that much about hats, or at least not on a
regular basis. I, on the other hand, think about hats almost daily. I’ll tell you why in just a minute.
Hats used to be a big part of the human experience. From early history, headwear offered protection for those
in jobs where hazards were common, such as for soldiers. Head-coverings became symbols of authority, also.
(Think of a crown on a king.) I’ve read that during the late 1800’s into the 1900’s in our country, hats were
widely worn, so much so that it would seem odd and maybe even shameful to leave your house without a hat.
Then after about the 1920’s they gradually became less popular, especially in the days of World War 2.
Hats even became symbolic of certain jobs or roles. They remain such for us even now, if only by association
and not by their actual use anymore. In fact, I imagine
by showing you some hats, you would be able to
immediately recognize the job or role of the wearer.
That brings me to my original thought: I think about hats because they have become common imagery for me
to use when I think about the job I am doing at any given time. I think this probably comes from my mother,
who uses that imagery often. She says or writes things fairly regularly about “the many hats you wear.” Now
she means, of course, that I have many roles. They are things like: daughter, sister, wife, mother, aunt, friend,
Sunday school teacher, worker at Southland, and others. You fellow moms know all the “hats” you wear just in
the course of motherhood: cook, housekeeper, laundry service, secretary, chauffer, nurse, counselor, money
manager, shopper, hair stylist, personal groomer, party planner, tutor … (Yes, dad’s have a ton of “hats,” too.
I’m not meaning to leave you fellas out.) This imagery has become so much a part of my thinking that I
sometimes find myself visualizing actually taking off one hat and putting on another. Somehow that seems to
help me be more mentally ready for the next task. Along with a quick prayer, this mental exercise helps me
feel more in the right frame of mind for what’s ahead.
I know many of you are very much like I am in the varied roles that you have. You may have some of these
roles: daughter or son, husband or wife, parent, aunt or uncle, grandparent, worker at your job, family
member at Southland, friend, volunteer, etc. Do you ever feel a little overwhelmed at the many hats you
wear? I know I do! But when those overwhelmed feelings surface, it helps me to think about Jesus and all the
“hats” He wore.

Have you ever thought about all that Jesus balanced in His life here on earth? He was identified in all of these
ways: Son, Savior, Messiah/Christ, Redeemer, Good Shepherd, King, Lord, Teacher, Master, Friend, Leader,
Spotless Lamb, Lion of Judah, “The Way, the Truth and the Life,” Bread of Life, Prophecy-Fulfiller, Physical
Representation of God, God in the Flesh, just to name a few. But, we don’t read of him feeling discouraged or
overwhelmed at the magnitude of all His responsibilities. We don’t read of Him yelling at people because He
was so stressed. We don’t read of Him becoming so flustered that He throws up His hands and screams “I’ve
had it with you! I can’t take any more!” In fact, what we read is that when Jesus saw the crowds around Him,
He was filled with compassion for them (see Matthew 9:36 & 14:14 as well Mark 6:34) Can you imagine how
exhausting it must have been have people come to Him for healing day-in and day-out? He didn’t even have a
home to retreat to at the end of a long day. We do read of Him going away by Himself to pray and commune
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with the Father. (We would do well to learn from His example.) He got tired, surely; after all, He had a human,
physical body. On one occasion, He was so tired that He was sleeping through a terrible storm (Luke 8:23-25)!
He got frustrated with his disciples sometimes (e.g. Mark 7:18), and even got angry on one memorable
occasion. BUT, He always handled Himself with wisdom and without sin. We know He felt the things we do:
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet He did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15 - NIV).
I challenge you to draw strength from Jesus in the moments when the “hats” you wear seem overwhelming.
And some Sunday, I would love to hear what your favorite metaphorical “hat” is. May you wear them well and
with the strength Jesus gives!

Ladies’ bible study

““Women’s Winter Warm-Up”
For any and all
Southland ladies
(high school and
older).

THEME: “I AM” - from the book of John
Tuesday mornings at 10-11:30am each
week during the month of February.
Childcare is again being provided
during this session.

Friday, February 9 beginning at 6pm
Dinner and childcare will be provided.

Upcoming Thursday meetings: 2/1 and 2/15
as well as 3/1 (9:30-11:30am each time)
Cost is $5/meeting to help with MSA ministry expenses, including childcare.
E-mail Debbie Jennings with questions (msamornings@gosouthland.org).

motherhood.inspired
Come join us for a relaxing time of sharing and encouraging each
other on the journey of motherhood.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 20 from 6:30-8pm - as is

normal now, the men’s group will meet that evening too.
The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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The annual BTG
retreat day is
Saturday, Feb. 24.
9am - 3pm (lunch
is included)

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.
Some thoughts on our time of CORPORATE PRAYER. Over the past
several months, we have been intentional about setting aside time for
focused and intentional prayer during our weekly ENCOUNTER. It’s one
of the priorities we have been striving to emphasize during this ministry
year: a church FAMILY that prays together. In a broad sense, you could
say that prayer is integral to many different elements of our service:
singing songs of praise and adoration, participating in the Lord’s Supper,
even hearing God’s Word - in one way or another, these are all basic forms of communicating with God (at the
most foundational level, that’s what prayer is about). And yet, there is value in us making sure we devote time
to purposeful prayer. It is, after all, a key component of what the early Church devoted itself to (see Acts 2:42).
Sometimes, it may be praying about a specific reality like we did on “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” or for one
of our missions partners. Other times, it might be simply stopping for our hearts to reflect on the supremacy
and uniqueness of Jesus, the One who has been given the NAME above every other name. Still other times, it
is simply offering a time to present to God our hearts’ requests. Part of the privilege that we have in Christ is
ACCESS to the throne room of heaven (see Hebrews 4:14ff). We can approach Him with confidence because of
what Jesus has done on our behalf. When we gather to “ENCOUNTER” our God, we are drawing near to Him at
His invitation in everything we do. Whether it’s through our songs, our heartfelt reflections or our more direct
prayers, what a great opportunity we have as we gather together to communicate with our Father.

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
We are currently in a sermon series we’re calling “FAITH for Dummies.” Since the early 1990’s, there has been a popular
line of books called ________ for Dummies. The point was to package simplified advice for those seeking to learn about
the topic-at-hand. In other words, it was about helping those who wanted to learn about a topic do just that: LEARN!
This series does the same basic thing with the topic of FAITH. No matter how spiritually mature we may grow to be in
Christ, the fact of the matter is this: we all still have much to learn about living a life of faith - in our own ways, we too
can be “dummies” spiritually-speaking. This is what happens when we reject God’s way of wisdom and choose to go our
own way instead (the way of folly!). This reality about our lives actually puts us in pretty good company. For sure, when
we look at the pages of God’s Word, we see example after example of people who also made monumentally DUMB
decisions! In this series, we are looking at such stories (with a sermon on Proverbs to introduce the series on 1/14 and a
sermon from Jesus’ teaching to wrap it up on 2/25). We want to recognize God’s ability to powerfully work in spite of our
human blunders. We also want to be able to consider the ways God’s wisdom can lead us to a better life of faith.
UPCOMING STORIES in this series:
February 4
Elijah (1 Kings 19)
February 11
Jonah (the book of Jonah)
February 18 Peter (several different scenes in the Gospels)
February 25 Jesus’ Parable of the Two Builders (Matthew 7:24-27)
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
For the month of February, our Connect Groups are meeting as normal. Each group will be continuing on in
their same curriculum from January … except for the Branch which will be starting a RightNow Media series
on 1 John by Tony Evans. If you’re not a part of one of these groups, check out the flyers by the banner in
the foyer for more information and find one that’s right for you!

“Cross CONNECT” … Again in March
We are excited about another round of “Cross Connect … Generational
Conversations about Faith.” Because of the value we’ve found these
groups to have, we are utilizing them twice a year. These are inter-generational groups that gather for
the same basic purpose of any Connect Group. While it’s great to be with our “normal” groups where the life
situations of those in the group are similar (for the most part), it’s also good to have this kind of
experience where we are together across generational lines - just like in a FAMILY!! It’s a great context
for building relationships and having valuable discussions about living out faith in Christ.
During this session of “Cross CONNECT,” we are going to keep the same groups that met in November. For
the sake of a reminder, we will be sharing those group breakdowns during the month of February. This will
also provide an opportunity for those who were not a part of a group then to join a group.
We’re again looking forward to this great opportunity to grow in our connections across the church family!

NOTE: If you’re not a part of a group, this would certainly be a great time to join us!

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

It’s a four-week study on the Gospels led by Matt. Programming for kids/youth
continues. See the flyers for details (electronically: Winter Cultivate Session).
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
At the Welcome Center, we have flyers with regular, ongoing ways people can serve and
BUILD UP one another here at SCC. If you’re looking for a way to get involved in serving, this is
a good place to start. There are also BLUE CARDS available for you to fill out to indicate where
and how you are willing to participate. Turn it in and we’ll help plug you in to a way to serve.

During the 9am time slot in March … as in the past, one of our goals during “Cross
Connect” is to have more people involved in serving with our kids so that our regular teachers
can participate as well. In fact, we want to find enough volunteers so that no one is serving in the
9am slot more than once during the month. Of course, for that to happen, we need your help!
We will be passing around a sign-up sheet sometime in February for you to volunteer.
He’s not a part of the Southland family per se, but we
want to make sure we extend a “THANK YOU” to
Dave Embree from the Christian Campus House at
MSU. During the month of January, he came and led
our 3-week mini-session of Wednesday evening CULTIVATE called “Reasons to Believe.” It’s a
blessing to have Dave coming and using his God-given giftedness to help us GROW DEEP!
“THANK YOU” to those who serve by preparing communion on Sunday mornings: Cheryl
Boland and her son Sean (Cheryl also makes the bread that we use!), Warren & Carolyn
Burros, Truman & Karen Haynes, Jack & Betty Hein and Dennis & Kay McCann. In
addition to that, Wilber Kaylor helps sure things are ready on a regular basis, stepping in to
assist when and as it’s needed. This service of preparation allows us to give focus to the Lord’s
Supper during tour ENCOUNTER time. THANKS for serving in this way!
Also, while we’re on that subject, a “THANK YOU” to those who help with clean-up
afterwards: Pat Burge, Catherine Correll and Bill & Pam Foster all regularly serve in this
capacity. As with the preparation, this is part of what has to be done on a weekly basis!
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SERVING SCHEDULE – February 2018
Greeters
2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25

Welcome Center

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

|———— Bill & Pam F. ————|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Pat & Debbie L.

|—–— Ernie & Charlotte E. —–—|
Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40)

Terry & Brenda O.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya or Alexis Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Warren & Carolyn Burros

2/25

2/4 - 8:50-10:20am
2/4 - 10:20-dismissal
2/11 - 8:50-10:20am
2/11 - 10:20-dismissal
2/18 - 8:50-10:20am
2/18 - 10:20-dismissal
2/25 - 8:50-10:20am
2/25 - 10:20-dismissal

Ken & Debbie N.

|——— Dennis & Kay M. ———|

2/4
2/18

Steve & LeeAnn M.

|———— Bob & Liz W. ————|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Communion Preparation
2/11

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Carissa Virtue
Amanda Butler
Cheryl McAnally
Debbie Gray
Jill Sims
Susan Graves
Amanda Miller
Natalie Wuerch

Stacy Gambill + Carissa Virtue
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller
Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally
Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith
Jill Sims + April McCarty
Graves Family
Amanda/Abbi Miller
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

2/4

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Les L. - Rori C. - Noah W. and/or Kendall W.

2/11

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.

2/18

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R.

Matt & Amber N. - Andy & Donna L.

2/25

Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S.

Joe & April W. - Lada S. - Payton M.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
The G:610 Ministry will have a ministry team meeting on Thursday, February 9 at 6pm - dinner will be included.
If you would like to join the G6:10 team in their work as they help us LIVE OUT our faith (especially through our
local ministry partners), please join them for this time of planning and organizing.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

biblecamp.org
www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

On January 21, we recognized “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” It is a day
each year when we set aside time to affirm our commitment to God as the
Creator of ALL human life. As such, we acknowledge that all human beings –
regardless of any factor – all people have intrinsic value as those created in
His image. Ultimately, a commitment to our heavenly Father means
recognizing His place as Creator!
In addition to PRAYER, a key way we can LIVE OUT that commitment is through our partnership with the ministry of the
Pregnancy Care Center here in Springfield. Especially if this is an area of God’s JUSTICE and RIGHTEOUSNESS that is near
and dear to your heart, we encourage you to consider this as a way where you can put hands and feet to your faith. To
volunteer, you can visit their website (www.417pcc.org - the site designed more for those wanting to volunteer) or call
them directly at 417-877-0800.
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Sunday, April 29 will be our second annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It’s a
day to intentionally focus church-wide on SERVICE - living out an active love. As we
did last April 2, we will meet at 9am for our time of ENCOUNTER worship (please
note this time change for this one Sunday only!) . We will then be dismissed to
spread out and serve in our community.
Over the next few months, we will be in the process of planning and preparing for
the day. For now, what we want to make sure you do is get the date marked on the
calendar and plan on being here to participate in this special day.
We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service!
As we have been communicating throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we are
especially emphasizing this “ONE-for-ONE” focus as we proceed into 2018 (see
Matt’s article on p. 7 for more of the rationale behind this). We highlight it here
because this responsibility/calling is a foundational part of LIVING OUT faith.
During the month of February, we are going to share more details about how we
want you to get involved in this effort. There will be a tangible way for you
personally to embrace this calling: to be ONE who is FOR at least ONE person
who is outside of Christ. It’s about being ONE who prays for that ONE person. It’s
about being ONE who is striving for that ONE person’s good, especially their
eternal good. It’s about being ONE who is seeking opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus with that ONE
person. All in all, it’s about all of us being “ONES” who help these other “ONES” to know that we are FOR them
because God is FOR them too! It’s what it means for us to be His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and “AMBASSADORS” (2
Corinthians 5:18-21) - we are those who tell the story of Jesus, those who represent God in making this appeal to
those who do not know His love and grace. We hope you join us in being “ONE-for-ONE!”
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018 (a focus on medical
ministry). We also have put a trip for July 20-27, 2019 on the calendar as well (a focus on more of a work
project). While both trips have a specific focus, there will also be broader roles with each one.
We should have the team for this 2018 trip mostly established by the end of February. In fact, there will be a
meeting for this team with Devin from Life of Hope on Sunday, February 25 after ENCOUNTER.

If you are still interested in either one of these trips, but haven’t yet communicated that,
please make sure you let someone on staff know ASAP!
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