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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on February 27.

As we experienced on Wednesday, January 30, we are in the season when weather
can impact our schedule. Make sure you check out page 4 for details about how we
attempt to communicate any weather-related adjustments when they are necessary.

Southland “FAMILY” News
Congratulations to Lily Worthy (daughter of Brad and Ashley
plus grand-daughter of Bob and Liz Wood)! She was immersed
into Christ by her dad on Sunday, 1/27. We rejoice with Lily and
her family in her decision to follow Jesus!
We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest Southland members:

Dave & Julie Bodeen + son Jeff and
daughter Lillie (joined on January 6)
Micah & Julie Brothers + daughter
Madison and son Zac (joined on January 13)
The most recent edition of the Southland “Church FAMILY Directory” has been
available since Spring of 2018. Part of the reality of such a directory is that we need to
regularly provide updates. Sometimes, that’s a matter of people changing some
contact details. Other times, it’s a matter of providing the information of those newer
to the Southland family. We use this basic space in “The Vine” to provide such updates.

updates

Please ADD the following names and information:
Eric & Susan Bailey plus Jonathan and Elijah
114 W. Wilson St.
816-547-2074 (Eric)
thebailey_6@hotmail.com

Republic, MO 65738
816-547-2227 (Susan)

Dave & Julie Bodeen plus Jeff (student at MU) and Lillie
5138 E. Cherry Place
Springfield, MO 65809
417-830-7480 (Dave)
417-300-5966 (Julie)
bodeen@pinnacledc.com
jbodeen95@hotmail.com
Brad & April Davis plus Kayla (lives in Springfield), Stephanie, Abby, Grace, Braden and Margie
514 N. Cherrywood Ave.
Republic, MO 65738
417-380-9929 (Brad)
417-380-8746 (April)
davis_7@att.net
If you don’t have a copy of the SCC Directory, you can pick one up at the display rack
located by the Welcome Center in the foyer (one per family, please).

Coming in March at 9am …
Another session of “HIS & HERS Connect” - it’s one of our
variations within the CONNECT priority. This helps facilitate the
building of relationships within the Southland FAMILY as we
experience this time with others of the same gender.
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An update regarding the ongoing STAFF TRANSITION ...
We are using this space in “The Vine” to communicate with the church
family regarding our staff transition. This began last May when one of our
staff members left for a ministry in Wichita. Since then, we have added on
Adam Faulkner in a part-time role working with our worship ministry.
Clarity regarding our current budgetary realities put us in a position to
proceed with hiring another full-time staff member as well. We will
continue to provide such updates until we make that hire.
This is somewhat of a unique hire since there isn’t a specific ministry niche we are searching for ( i.e.
worship or youth) - rather, an associate pastor who can supplement the broader work of ministry at
Southland. There are, of course, several areas of need we can identify; and yet, we don’t have any
single identifiable role that must be covered with this position. Primarily, that is due to the effective
way our ministry system has functioned with our staff and volunteers working together as we have.
This basic lack of a specified role could present some challenges in the process. However, we
continue to see it as a benefit as it gives us the flexibility to focus on the best candidate in terms of
character, ministry heart, basic ministry giftedness, etc. We are confident that God’s Spirit will help
us lead us to that right person and will help us to see the exact ways the new associate pastor will fit
into our ministry as part of our staff team.
As we’ve moved into the new year, we have been communicating the opening of this position.
Already, some interest has come back to us. While that continues to happen, we are going to be
pursuing the leads that come, exploring the possibilities of how a certain candidate would fit within
our ministry team at Southland. Please continue to join us in prayer for the way this will all unfold that the Spirit would guide it all to the end He desires to see. At this point, our hope is to have a hire
made in the next few months.

PROPERTY Update:
Here are a few items to communicate from the 2018 property sale and ongoing ramifications from that:


We’ve certainly been blessed by the budgetary benefit from the sale. Beyond the huge reduction
in our mortgage balance, it’s also been great to see the relief brought about by a drastically
smaller monthly payment. For now, that has led to a growth in our money market (savings)
account. As things settle with the hire of a new staff member (see above), we hope to turn that
into a decent-sized extra principal payment to reduce our mortgage balance even more.



We are still waiting on any details regarding who our neighbors are going to be. Meanwhile, we
continue to proceed on as normal with our use of the parking lot piece that we have sold, etc.



As mentioned previously, we are re-zoning the lot where our building currently is. Whatever
long-term value this may have, it is a step that is going to be helpful for traffic flow once the
property is developed. While there is obviously cost involved, this is the best solution. UPDATE:
we are grateful that this process with the city seems to be proceeding quite smoothly.



On the MAINTENANCE front, we are ready to begin addressing projects now that we are in 2019.
Even the recent efforts to improve our lighting is part of this process as is the work happening in
our parking lot (cracks have already been filled and we will re-seal the lot once some of the loose
ends have been clarified with our new neighbors and the weather is better for that process). On
the level of bigger projects, we intend to start with work on the Fellowship Hall (i.e. flooring,
work on the ceiling, etc. - we do still have to determine exactly what is going to be done).
As we have created the list of things that need to be done, there are several smaller tasks that
need to be done - many of which simply require some time. Let the office know if you are
interested in serving in this capacity and we’ll help identify a specific project for you.
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2 Notes Re: Youth Fundraisers ...
Part of the reality of planning trips for conferences like BELIEVE and MOVE is that they are costly. Our
youth group offers some fundraising opportunities to help offset those expenses. We are certainly
grateful for the Southland family’s generosity in those efforts!
On the first night of our new CULTIVATE session (January 23), our middle school students
helped to serve the meal as a way of raising money for BELIEVE. Thanks to your
generous donations, the group raised $368!! For those who are making the trip,
that will provide for a reduction of more than a third of the cost.
For our high school students and their annual summer trip to the MOVE
conference, it’s the annual “YARD SALE” they host each May that is the big
fundraiser. This year’s yard sale will be on Friday, May 3 and
Saturday, May 4. In addition to getting the dates on your calendar, this is
to let you know that Les has decided he is ready to start accepting
donations for the sale (contact him to arrange for items needing to be picked-up; otherwise, you can
just bring them to the church). Obviously, such donations are crucial to making the yard sale a
successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way.

Other general Reminders & Info …
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility.
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:


On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org.



Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”



We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE: If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call when
we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405.

GIVING RECEIPTS for 2018
End-of-year giving receipts have been sent out for 2018. Please make sure you double-check it against your own records. If
you discover a discrepancy, please let the office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you haven’t yet
received a giving statement and should have, please let us know. As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are

supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax purposes (even though adjustments in tax laws have changed much about
this). Still, we want to emphasize that this is required of us for your benefit; it’s nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!!
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What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place.

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids
and youth through high school). We are still in normal groups for February. See page
16 for more details.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time
when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See pages 14-15.
Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth. See
page 10 for more details.
Wednesdays - we are currently in a six-week session of CULTIVATE (started on
1/23; it will now run through March 6 since we lost a week to weather) … it’s
our mid-week “GROW DEEP” ministry.

Other Events (listed by date):
Sunday, February 3 … this is the deadline to return an “interest” sheet for those
who are potentially going to join the Guatemala mission trip team.
Sunday, February 3 … Group Huddle “Super Bowl Party” - see page 10 for details.

Thursday, February 7 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30am (see p. 13 for details
about the content of this session of MSA).
Friday, February 8 … a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-8:30pm for PARENTS of
grade school kids and younger (down to age 3). Bring your kids and go
enjoy a night out! This is not a fundraiser, but a fun event for the kids (in
addition to the opportunity for parents, of course). See p. 8 for details.
Sunday, February 10 … a lunch meeting for those who are a part of the VBS core leadership
team as we start the process of planning for VBS 2019.
Sunday, February 17 … nursing home service at Quail Creek (1:15pm).
Thursday, February 21 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30am.
Saturday, February 23 … BTG retreat day.
Thursday, February 28 … meeting for the G6:10 Ministry Team at 6pm.
Sunday, March 3 … a kids ministry event (for kids up through 5 th grade) from 6-8pm at Jump
Mania’s new location on West Republic Road. See page for details. NOTE: at first, we had

tentatively scheduled this type of an event in conjunction with a broader church family night
on Wednesday, March 6. Because we lost a night due to weather in January, we are extending
this Cultivate session and moving this event to the Sunday evening before instead.
Sunday, March 10 … Daylight Savings Time begins.
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Other Events (listed by date - continued):
Friday, March 22 through Saturday, March 23 … “BELIEVE” conference for middle
school students in Kansas City. Les will communicate to parents details about the
rest of the balance due (see p. 11 for details).
A few dates for down the road:
Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4 ... the annual youth yard sale (see p. 4 for details
about donating items for this).
Sunday, May 5 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see p. 20 for more details).
JUNE … Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 9 for specific dates).
Saturday, June 22 through Saturday, June 29 … our 2019 mission trip to Guatemala
with Life of Hope.
July 15-20 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 11 for details).
Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 ... our 2019 VBS.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … January 2019
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for January = $38,393 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $9,598 25

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2018 through August 2019) is
$191,544 for a weekly average of $8,706 55 … this projects to over $452,000 for the ministry year.

We obviously have had two great months in a row offering-wise. That helps to position us well moving into
2019 and the rest of this current ministry year. Our projected budgetary need for the year is about $420,000
which breaks down to about $8,075 each week. This number reflects our current budgetary obligations
(including with the recently adjusted mortgage payment), but also projects for the addition of another staff
member later in this fiscal year. While the larger recent offerings skew the averages and projections for the
rest of the year, we are confident about the good place we are in moving forward.

PRAYER

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:
we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the
prayer@gosouthland.org address. Of course, you may also directly contact the office or a staff member.
Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well; let us know if you are not
receiving such updates.
For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).
Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help troubleshoot
any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails).
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What MATTers to me …
We have found ourselves using the word “STRIVE” quite a bit here at Southland recently. It’s the basic theme that
we’re using for this ministry year - emphasizing the importance of our diligent effort and activity within a faith life of
following Jesus. It’s also the focus of our current sermon series for January and February as we consider what it
means to pursue a life worthy of our calling (see p. 15 for details of this series). It’s even a word we’ve noticed
frequently coming up in our conversations in meetings. Within our context that seems to turn a life of faith into casual
coasting, we believe it’s important to focus on this kind of active pursuit to which we’re called in Christ.
That being said, there are still some important cautions for us to guard against in the midst
of our STRIVING. Just like caution signs alert a driver to potential dangers on a road, so
these reminders can help us to pay attention to common pitfalls in a faith journey of striving.
These don’t eliminate the value of striving; rather, they help us make sure we do it in a way
that is most appropriate. There are four I want us to briefly consider.
CAUTION #1 … In the midst of striving, guard against losing sight of grace. The last thing we want to do is to turn
the idea of striving into another form of works-based religion; and yet, it seems such an easy trap into which we can
fall. We erroneously believe that our effort makes us more acceptable to God or that it can somehow earn us our
status with Him. The Good News of Jesus proclaims without equivocation that whatever blessings we have in Christ
(i.e. our identity as His children, forgiveness of sin, eternal salvation, etc.) come freely because of His grace. Of
course, that reality should be quite motivating … it’s the point Paul makes in Romans 12:1ff. We live our lives as we do
in Christ not in an effort to earn anything, but simply as response to the marvelous message of what God has done
for us. We work hard and invest ourselves in our lives of faith fueled by our embrace of the fact that it is grace alone
that makes it all possible.
CAUTION #2 … In the midst of striving, guard against forgetting the Holy Spirit’s power at work energizing our lives
of faith. Perhaps the most consistent feature of the Holy Spirit’s presence throughout God’s Word is POWER (in the
OT, but also in places like Acts 1). While we may often turn our attention to the more spectacular supernatural
expressions of it, the most basic purpose of the Spirit’s power is energy to accomplish God’s purpose. Indeed, God has
given the gift of His Spirit to infuse us with what we need for our lives of faith. When we are desperately pursuing God
… when we are stepping out of our comfort zone and being obedient to share Good News … when we are serving far
beyond our sense of gifting … when we are choosing to invest ourselves even when we are exhausted ... in the midst of
it all, it is the Spirit who is empowering us. It is utter folly to presume that we can somehow strive and accomplish God
-given goals without God-given power. I love the way Paul puts it in Colossians 1:28-19 - we are working hard,
relying on the Holy Spirit’s energy within us. So for sure, we strive diligently, working up a “holy sweat” even through
the effort we exert; and yet, we do so tapping-in to the limitless supply of the Spirit’s energy and power.
CAUTION #3 … Guard against a kind of striving that doesn’t actually lead to action. There is a new term called
“slacktivism” to describe those who hold a position and even proclaim it loudly, but it’s a theoretical position that never
leads to any real action. It’s a spiritual danger as well. Many times, it may be easy for us to identify an area in our
lives of faith where we need to be striving more, where the reality isn’t what it should be. And yet, spiritual striving is
not merely about identifying an area where growth is needed; it’s to be about moving us to actively pursue it! As much
as the sentiment behind “God sees the heart” is true, His Word makes it clear that an internal reality that isn’t
externally expressed lacks something vital. We need to allow our hearts to be convicted by God’s Spirit to help us see
where we need to grow. As He shows us, let us not simply agree with His assessment; may we choose a faith that
moves us to strive with action.
CAUTION #4 … Guard against a kind of striving that doesn’t embrace a beautiful balance with contented resting in
Christ. Striving in a life of faith can easily lead to a sense of discontentment - regularly dissatisfied with where we
are. After all, the very idea presupposes a need for change in our spiritual lives. In the midst of that, we would do well
to remember also the beauty of contented resting in Christ. God’s grace allows us to be initially accepted by Him; it
also reminds us that His ongoing goodness continues to embrace us. Indeed, we strive from a position of incredible
freedom - even as we fall short, even though we need to keep striving, in Christ, our status as God’s child is secure.
What a beautiful truth in which we can rest as His people … even as we strive!
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- “Discipleship Jr.” (1st - 5th grades)
“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout February. Kids start in the service with
their families before being dismissed at a certain time in the service. The group is continuing on
with the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum.
Remember the offering being collected to support Samuel and Rachel Martin with the Mustard
Seed Church in Kyoto, Japan (the mission project for this year). Kids should have received a
fish bowl-shaped jar to help remind them of this effort done in conjunction with Group Huddle.

Our pre-K and grade school kids are using curriculum from
RightNow Media called “Theo” on Wednesday evenings. The
videos use animation to teach kids foundational ideas about
faith in Christ. Each week, the kids are viewing two
sessions (videos are about 10 minutes long each) and then
having some time for discussion about the lesson.
In addition to the curriculum itself, kids are also enjoying some more fun “down
time” with their church friends as part of their Wednesday evenings. Pre -K kids
are returning to their normal area for their own play time.
A couple of upcoming FUN opportunities for kids (these are in lieu of the Olympiad
which we have decided not to do this year ):
6-8:30pm on Friday, February 8 - for a nyone who ha s
young kids, the advertising angle is a “Parents’ Night Out;”
but for the kids, it’s all about a night to hang out with
friends at church and have a lot of fun together. A delicious
dinner will be served as well.
This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a children’s
ministry event, there is no charge. Please make sure to RSVP by Sunday,
February 3! You can do that at the Welcome Center in the foyer or via the
post on “The Southland Scoop.”
6-8pm on Sunday, March 3 - join us at the new Jump Mania
location (W. Republic Road) for a fun night of pizza and jumping.
This event is for kids up through 5 th grade + their parents. Important
Safety NOTE: do not eat pizza and jump at the same time !
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We wanted to go ahead and communicate the dates for our 2019 VBS - Monday, July
29 through Thursday, August 1. For now, please make sure this is on your calendar.
We are starting the planning process in February. By the next edition of “The Vine,” we will
have more information to share about the theme plus other preliminary details.

Dates for the 2019 camp season
Below are the specific sessions and dates Southland will be attending for
the 2019 camp season at Maranatha

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st)

June 8 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th)

June 13-15 (Thurs. - Sat.)

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 9-12 (Sun. - Wed.)

Middle School Camp (7th-8th)

June 16-21 (Sun - Fri.)

2019 Theme

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!

Les’ latest
A couple weeks ago, we themed a special night for Group Huddle
entitled “Lumberjack Night.” Students donned their comfortable
flannel shirts, work boots and scarves. A target was painted onto
an upright stump for students to try their hand at throwing a large
shiny object. After calculating distance and throwing speed,
students were each given a chance to throw the ax. Throughout
the night, we observed that the ax had gradually become dull.
That reality had made successfully landing the ax in the wooden target far more difficult along the way. The
entire experienced reminds me of words from Ecclesiastes 10:10, “If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened,
more strength is needed; but skill will bring success.”
I experienced that same basic principle last summer mowing the lawn. I noticed that the lawnmower was
leaving a line of grass uncut requiring that I mow over the same spot twice. The 42-inch lawnmower at best
was cutting 21 inches and was taking me twice the time. The solution, of course, was not to continue on in this
same pattern, but to stop and deal with the blades - either replacing them or at least sharpening them. The
only problem is this: such a process takes time and requires planning … picking-up the blades, scheduling a
time to change them out, etc. However inconvenient it may initially be, over the long haul new blades will cut
better and make the job go far faster.
In life, we often run out of the house with “dull blades.” We fail to spend time in God’s Word because we have
too much to do or we don’t make reading Scripture a priority. We may do fine for awhile, but soon, we find
ourselves working in our own wisdom and power. James 1:5 says we can ask God and He will give us wisdom.
Scripture provides insight and principles for life. Just like dealing with lawnmower blades or sharpening the
blade of an ax, we will be more effective when we first take time to meet with God and listen to what He has
to say. Are you keeping your blade (life) sharp? Spend time with God each day to make sure you stay sharp.
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school
and high school students. It offers a place for students to connect and dive
into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and
fellowship.

For meal purposes, please remember $20 for each teen from your household
who is attending Group Huddles (that covers the whole semester).
GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS:
This semester, we are continuing our support of Samuel and Rachel Martin
who are working with a newly established gathering in Kyoto, Japan called
Mustard Seed Christian Church. It’s a great opportunity to help spread the
Good News of Jesus! Between Group Huddle and our grade school kids in
Kid ENCOUNTER, our goal is $1,000 - we are currently at $760!!
UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES:
February 3

Super Bowl Party hosted by the Londeens (see below)

February 10

Normal Group Huddle … “Not of this World”

February 17

Normal Group Huddle … “Presidential Coin Challenge”

February 24

Movie in lieu of normal Group Huddle - “Run the Race” (see below)

March 3

Normal Group Huddle … “Major CAT-astrophe”

Middle School & High school news
SUPER BOWL Party - February 3, 2019 (4:45-9:30pm)
At the Londeen’s house (4803 N. Kensington Dr. in Ozark)
Whether you are tuning-in for the big game or the hysterical commercials,
you can catch all the action on the Londeen’s big screen. Finger foods and
drinks are provided. Guys bring a bag of chips and girls bring cookies.
The times above are when the vans are leaving and returning to Southland
for those who need a ride.

Movie Night - February 24, 2019 … “Run the Race”
Cost is $8 for a ticket (specific location and time to be announced)
This is a film co-produced by Tim Tebow and his brother. It tells the story of two
brothers, in the midst of tragedy, sacrificing today for a better tomorrow. In the end,
it’s a story about running to - instead of from - the overwhelming love of God.

Remember to sign-up at the youth display!

For more information about the movie itself or to view the trailer, check out the
official website at http://runtheracemovie.com/.
10

Middle School/High School plans during
“CULTIVATE” (Wednesday evenings)
Middle school students … a video series encouraging kids to engage in friendships that
strengthen their walk with Christ.
High school students … a study developed around the film “I Can Only Imagine” - a movie
based on the story of Bart Millard from the Christian band Mercy Me. It’s a story of redemption as
God transformed a broken monster into a godly man, along the way also transforming a life-time
of hurt into a beautiful and enduring purpose.

Specifically for MIDDLE School ...
The 2019 “BELIEVE” Conference for students in 6th - 8th grades
Friday, March 22 through Saturday, March 23
at the Kansas City Convention Center
Thanks to the generosity of the Southland family at the
fundraiser meal, $368 was raised to help defray the cost
for those attending. The original total cost was $85 (before
subtracting a $30 initial deposit and any fundraising money).

Les will communicate final balances to parents; this
amount will then be due on Sunday, March 3.
Online release forms from CIY will also be sent out via e-mail.
There is also a potential need still for an additional male
chaperone; check with Les for details.

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL …
The 2019 “MOVE” Conference for high school students
Monday, July 15 through Saturday,
July 20 at John Brown University
(Siloam Springs, Arkansas)

The total cost is $319 (pre-deposit
and fundraising efforts).
It’s the same basic experience as in past years, just in a different location. This is for those
who will be entering their freshman year next school year through seniors graduating in May.
There will be a second deposit due on Sunday, April 28; after fundraiser money is figured,
final balances will be communicated; the final balance will be due Sunday, June 23.
NOTE:

The dates for the annual youth yard sale (a fundraiser for “MOVE”) are Friday, May 3
and Saturday, May 4. Please make sure those dates are on your calendar!
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southlandwomen
From Kristie …
This time of year, birthdays are never far from my mind. After all, our family of 7
has 4 of them in a row that happen from December 21 to January 28. If we had
planned when our kids’ birthdays would be, we would certainly have spread
them out a little bit more. But we didn’t plan them. So we move from Anna on
12/21 to Nate on 12/31 to Harmony on 1/9 and finally to Simeon on 1/28
(Eden’s is off on its own October island). Throw Christmas and New Year’s in
there, and it’s a busy (and expensive) time of the year!
With birthdays come questions about what to do to celebrate them. Does each
child want some type of party? If so, when, where, what theme, what guests,
what treat (not everyone wants birthday cake – we might celebrate with cupcakes, ice cream cake, donuts,
cinnamon rolls, brownies, or this year we added oatmeal raisin cookies as a choice of birthday treats.)? Do
they want an afternoon party with several guests, a couple of friends for a sleepover, or to go out to supper
with a few friends? Do they want something off-site or at our house? What do they want as a gift - an actual
item (or more)? A gift card? An experience? There are so many choices and options that it all gets a little crazy
during what we have termed “birthday season.”
Birthdays also bring with them a sense of nostalgia for me. I like to take time on an actual birthday to look at
old photos and think back to life with that particular child over the years. It’s always bittersweet, but I love to
think about the past as well as to see how they’ve grown and developed. On that day, I strive to remind them
of how much I love and value them and am thankful for their presence in our family. I certainly don’t do it
perfectly, but in all the celebrating, I want to communicate love and thankfulness for the blessing that family
member is to me. That’s true of other birthdays, too. It’s my heart when friends and extended family members
have a birthday, too.
I don’t recall reading in the Bible about birthdays. However, festivals and feasts were certainly a big part of life
for the people of Israel. There were specific days and times set aside to remember and celebrate. In the giving
of instructions to the Israelite people on how to prepare for the very first Passover (see Exodus 12:14), God
made this statement: “This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must
celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord. This is a law for all time.” This wasn’t the only festival the people
celebrated, either. Here’s how Duane A. Garrett describes the annual cycle of special days:
“The major festivals of Old Testament Israel were, in calendar order, Passover, Unleavened
Bread, Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement,
and the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles or Ingathering). After the exile, the Jews added memorial
days for the fall of Jerusalem (eventually fixed as the Ninth of Ab), Purim, and the Feast of
Dedication (Hanukkah). In addition, the Israelites observed the Sabbath every week and the
feast of the New Moon every lunar month.”
I like that God instituted such days to remember, reminisce and celebrate! Surely He knows that we as humans
are forgetful and we need regular reminders to look intently at His goodness. For the Israelites and later the
Jewish people, those days became built into the calendar. There were very prescribed ways for them to
celebrate, and sometimes even the wording of the commemorative events were provided for their use. Surely
that simplified the planning of their celebrations! Very few choices had to be made!
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We as part of the new covenant also have an event to remind us of God’s goodness. We have the opportunity
often to remember and celebrate the very best event – Jesus’ death and resurrection. This isn’t just an annual
remembrance like a birthday; Jesus said we should remember each and every time we partake.
I think God intended for us to take time on special occasions to look at the past and see His goodness. And we
know that remembering God’s goodness in the past fuels our faith in Him as we look to the future. Even as
years go by, He never changes (Heb. 13:8, James 1:17). He will continue to be faithful as we see birthday after
birthday pass by. Let’s make sure we look at His goodness and celebrate the ways in which He has blessed us,
both on birthdays and throughout the year.

February meetings: Thursday, 2/7 and
Thursday, 2/11 (9:30-11:30am each time)
Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare.
Contact: Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).
The content for this MSA session is a study called It’s Not Supposed To Be
This Way by Lysa TerKuerst. There are many life experiences that are
different than what was hoped for or expected; that can readily lead to a
sense of disappointment and even questions about God’s goodness. Instead
of shattering faith, this series is designed to help participants see such
realities as opportunities for God to grow faith in His people. Practically
speaking, there are ways God’s people can see such experiences differently!

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.

This year’s BTG
“Retreat Day” is at
Southland on
Saturday, Feb. 23.
Be looking for more
information about
plans for the day!

At this point, the group continues to set aside the 2nd Saturday of each month as a set time to meet.
Sometimes, this is more for service-oriented projects. At other times, it’s more about getting together to
do something fun with one another.
For February, the group will be serving a meal on Saturday, February 9 for Harmony House (in the range
of 50-75 people). 5-6 volunteers are needed; contact Justin Virtue if you are able to help. You can also
donate some money to help fund the meal if you feel so led.
Of course, we are also continuing the emphasis on Deeper Life Groups - a format for guys to come
together to reflect on a life of faith in the context of relationships. We certainly hope these provide a
place where men can GROW DEEP together.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

“Interrupt Me: May I Have Eyes to See” – a note from Adam
“God, interrupt whatever we are doing so that we can join You in what You’re doing!”
- Francis Chan
Have you ever been going about your business, carrying on a conversation, reading a book, mowing the lawn,
eating the greatest chicken ever (ahem, Chick-Fil-A!), or whatever it might be, only to have someone or
something pull you out of the laser-focus you had? It can be a frustrating and even jarring experience. Hello!
Adam your friendly neighborhood part time guy here again to talk to you about being interrupted. You might
be asking yourself (again), “Adam, what does that have to do with Jesus and worship?” Well, hold on to that
Chick-Fil-A you’re eating, we’re going on an adventure.
When he was younger, my little brother had quite the tendency to interrupt for any reason under the sun. It
didn’t seem to matter what you were doing or what was happening around you. You could be performing
surgery on the President of the United States, but if you were the person to get him his juice, nothing else
mattered! Eventually my parents came up with a solution to the problem: whenever he had something to say
or something he needed, he would rest his hand on their arm to show them. Sooner or later they would finish
what they were doing and would give him the attention he was seeking. It was a way of teaching him to wait
his turn while assuring him he would be heard.
I don’t know about you, but most of the time I treat Jesus like a 1 st
grader. Whenever He has something to say or interrupts whatever I
might currently be doing, it’s really easy to use my parents’ strategy,
“Jesus, put Your hand on my arm, and I will get to You when I finish what
I’m doing.” How often we can find ourselves laser-focused on our
routines, mowing the lawn, talking with someone, etc. (even eating
Chick-Fil-A!) and when the Lord of Angel armies comes to interrupt us,
we say, “Hold on; I’ll be with you in a moment.” What if instead we lived
our lives actually looking for such divine interruptions into our days?
It’s obvious in the Gospel accounts that Jesus Himself was interrupted on many occasions. The Pharisees
brought before Him a woman caught in adultery. Another woman dealing with a long-term illness touched the
hem of His garment in a crowd prompting a change of plans. So it was with a funeral possession for a young
son of a widow from the town of Nain. With our good friend Zacchaeus, Jesus made time for this man intent
on seeing Him. Even while He was sleeping on a boat, a sudden storm prompted His disciples to interrupt even
His sleep! And yet, in the midst of such occasions when Jesus was interrupted, He saw in them opportunities.
In fact, many of those moments of interruption became some of the most important moments of His ministry.
Here’s how a writer named Marcia Lebhar puts it in regard to Jesus:
“If you had slept in the same house or field with Jesus, awakened with Him, eaten with Him and helped
Him, what would you have observed? One thing we always think of is that Jesus gave Himself almost
entirely to what we would consider interruptions. Most of the teaching, healing and wonders we see in
His life were responsive … seemingly unplanned. He trusted that what the Father allowed to cross His
path was exactly that...from the Father. Jesus always seemed willing for things to get messy.”
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What if a part of living a life of worship means living a life with eyes wide open to the God-intended
opportunities present within events that seem like interruptions? I want to challenge you, as I challenge
myself, over these next couple of weeks to find a way even to worship in the interruptions. It’s not just about
singing songs, but about glorifying God throughout our lives. I think for all of us this looks different, it could
mean conversations, it could mean service, or it could mean spending time with your kids. Regardless, I bet if
we can take our eyes off of the routines long enough, we will find so much more that’s truly going on - even
what God wants us to be a part of.
Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy,
Adam Faulkner

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
For January and February, we are in our first main series of 2019:
“STRIVE … Pursuing a Life Worthy of our Calling.” For this ministry
year, this idea of “STRIVING” has been our main theme. A life of
faith in Christ is about embracing the free gift of salvation, but also
about embarking on a journey that requires our diligent activity and
effort. For sure, discipleship is intended to be so much more than a
casual and relaxed coasting through life. In this series, we are coming
back to emphasize this basic theme. More specifically, we are
identifying ways in which we should be striving according to God’s
Word - even some specific goals towards which we should strive as His people in Christ. It’s all part of this life we
have been called to - not a calling to a specific vocation like a preacher or missionary, but a more general calling that
goes out to all who believe in Jesus. As Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1, we are to “live a life worthy of our calling.” This
is the life we should be pursuing in Christ; or, put another way, we are to STRIVE after such a life.
So far in this series, we have identified the following goals: (1) striving after God’s Word so that it gets planted in our
hearts like a seed and bears fruit in us, (2) striving after the Kingdom reign of our righteous and just King Jesus (a
pursuit of God’s justice in the midst of our broken world) and (3) striving after the God who Himself has first pursued
us - seeking after Him like water to quench our parched souls.
UPCOMING STORIES in this series:
February 3

Joining God in striving after those who are “lost” that they may be “found”

February 10

Striving after holiness in all of our conduct

February 17

Striving after peace in the midst of all our relationships with others

February 24

Striving after the goal and prize Jesus sets before us
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
We are in our “normal” Connect Groups for January and February. For more information about our normal

Connect Groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers available .
For the month of March, we are excited about another session of what
we call: “HIS & HERS Connect.” Our regular groups are usually united by
a common demographic/life stage. As valuable as that is as our
“normal,” we also want to make it a priority to help build connections
within the Southland family beyond those groups. It’s what is behind
our “Cross Connect” groups (inter-generational groups); it’s also what is behind this “HIS & HERS Connect”
format. We had done a session of this in July of 2018 and it seemed to be a success. We are going to use
March as another opportunity (note: this session will include everyone from high school on up).
When it comes to the overall goal of building relationships within the SCC family and growing together,
there is value in providing a context where men can be together with other men and women together with
other women. It can enhance such connections with others; it can also provide a format for valuable
conversations about a life of faith filtered through the lens of gender. That’s tougher to do sometimes in
mixed company. God has created men and women differently. We are wired differently. We are created to
approach things differently. We also encounter different types of struggles along the way. That’s why we
want to provide this month-long session of “HIS & HERS Connect” in March. Be looking for more details
about the content, etc.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

We are in another CULTIVATE session on Wednesdays - again using
the Deeper Life Groups format. Due to a weather cancellation on
1/30, we are extending this current session through March 6.
Check out the flyers for details about this session (electronic link here).
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people
to serve. Below, we have identified some specific ways we need people to serve at this time:
Here are some specific “holes” we have as of now:
 Those who are willing to do some various odd jobs around the building that need to be
done - not the larger scale projects at this time, just more basic maintenance/repair.


Those who have a heart to serve with our kids’ ministry (e.g. teaching Sunday School,
working with our KidENCOUNTERS, planning events, etc.).



Those who are willing to be on a rotation for communion preparation (get this ready on
Sunday mornings; people serve for a month at a time, usually 2-3 months out of the year).



Those who are willing to help by serving at the Welcome Center.

If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards available
by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch!
A “THANK YOU” to a crew who spent several hours
replacing lights in the foyer and fellowship hall on a
Saturday in January (perhaps you’ve noticed how much
better and brighter the lighting is!): Brandon Dodson, Terry Ochs, Tim Prater and Justin
Virtue. There have been several others who have helped in this process previously - too many
to mention - but it certainly has helped to make a difference! Slowly, but surely, we are making
this switch to better lighting that is also far more energy efficient in the long run.

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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Serving Schedule – FEBRUARY 2019
Greeters
2/3
2/10
2/17

2/24

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

|———–— Jay & Kim T. ——–———|
Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)
Joan H. and Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Ben & Debbie J.

|———— Dennis & Kay M. ————|
Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40)

Steve & LeeAnn M.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Nate Jennings

2/3
2/17

A J & Terra G.

|———–— Bill & Pam F. ——–———|

Communion Preparation
2/10

Terry & Brenda O.

|———— Ken & Debbie N. ————|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Foyer Hosts

Jack & Betty Hein

2/24

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

2/3 - 8:50-10:20am
2/3 - 10:20-dismissal

Amanda Miller
Amanda Butler

Amanda Miller
Jay & Amanda Butler/Megan Miller

2/10 - 8:50-10:20am
2/10 - 10:20-dismissal

Carissa Virtue
Debbie Gray

Carissa Virtue
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith

2/17 - 8:50-10:20am
2/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Stacy Gambill
Susan Graves

Stacy Gambill
Graves family

2/24 - 8:50-10:20am
2/24 - 10:20-dismissal

Cheryl McAnally
Natalie Wuerch

Cheryl McAnally
Kris & Natalie Wuerch/Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

2/3

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Andy & Donna Lillard

2/10

Kristin L. - Emily W. - Macy S.

Stefani Hall + Les Londeen

2/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C.

Brad & Ashley Worthy

2/24

Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S.

Matt & Amber Neil
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
There will be a G6:10 Ministry meeting at 6pm on Thursday, February 28.
A NOTE about our partnerships: In an ongoing process of evaluating our partnerships, leadership recently decided to
end our regular/ongoing support of The Salvation Army. While we still may offer opportunities to serve there, we
determined that this was no longer accomplishing the goals that originally prompted the partnership. We are in the
process of looking at other options to help us be a part of serving those in our local communities who are in need.
On Sunday, January 20, we recognized “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” It
is a day each year when we re-affirm our commitment to God as the Creator
of ALL human life. As such, we acknowledge that all human beings –
regardless of any factor such as race, social status, etc. – all people have
intrinsic value as those created in His image. Ultimately, a commitment to
our heavenly Father means recognizing His rightful place as Creator! If
you’ve paid attention to recent news, this is a very relevant conversation.
Whatever political debates may happen and whatever solutions might be
proposed (however disturbing they may be!), our commitment in Christ
should be the same: to strive for what is right and just in God’s eyes.

In addition to the vital importance of PRAYER, a key way we can LIVE OUT this commitment
is through our partnership with the ministry of the Pregnancy Care Center here in
Springfield. Especially if this is an area of God’s JUSTICE and RIGHTEOUSNESS that is near
and dear to your heart, we encourage you to consider this as a way where you can put
hands and feet to your faith. They especially have need for men who can invest in young dads as well - a key piece in
strengthening families that they serve! To volunteer, you can visit their website (www.417pcc.org - the site designed
more for those wanting to volunteer) or call them directly at 417-877-0800.
Also, each year, the PCC hosts an annual fundraiser banquet. This year, it is on Saturday, March 30. As we did last year,
as part of our partnership, we have paid for and reserved two tables for that event (room for 20 people - of course, we
can certainly add more if needed). If you would like to join us and attend that evening, please let the office know.
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This is a day to have a church-wide focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. On this
Sunday, we will meet at 9am for a briefer time of ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time
change for this one Sunday only!). We will then be dismissed to spread out and serve in
various projects around our community. Over the next few months, we will be in the process of
planning and preparing for the day. For now, what we want to make sure you do is get the date
marked on the calendar and plan on being here to participate in this special day. Please do let

us know if you have an idea to be considered for a possible project.
We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service!
We do want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE for ONE” effort in front of you (it is our
focus on Sunday, February 3). It is a commitment that many in the SCC family have made
to say they would join others in being ONE who is for ONE (or more) who is outside of
Christ or disconnected from Him. God invites and even calls us to participate in His
mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus with others. Indeed, each one of us is perfectly
positioned in the life of someone else for just such a purpose! It’s all part of LIVING OUT
this basic responsibility, calling and identity as His “WITNESSES” (Acts 1:8) and
“AMBASSADORS” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).

Overall, what it means to be “ONE” who is “for ONE”
It’s a commitment to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by offering
ourselves to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us.
(See the board in the alcove for more specifics.)

If you haven’t had the opportunity yet to make this commitment with us , the supplies (with instructions) are still at
the display in the alcove. Stop by and put a card up on the board when you’re ready. May it help us all STRIVE to
make living out this calling more of a priority!
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really the
only way one of our partners can communicate with us.
Their location makes any online presence too risky from a
security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through
our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
We are preparing for another Guatemala trip with Life of Hope in 2019; the dates are June 22-29. This trip
will be more of a work project. If you are potentially interested in going on this trip, please remember to
return a blue “interest” sheet by Sunday, February 3. From there, we are going to finalize the team (hopefully
by mid-to-late-February) and be ready to move forward from there with the preparation process once we get
to March. In many ways, we need to be moving pretty quickly as we prepare for this opportunity.
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