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Who we are: A church family where together
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ
as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others,
GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another.
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CULTIVATE - Wednesday evenings at SCC
A new session launches 1/17.
Programming for kids and youth
will be offered as well. See page
15 for more details about the
content.

Upcoming Leadership Meetings
Sunday, January 7 (lunch meeting after service)
… for elders, staff and ministry leaders.
January elders meeting to be determined.

Southland kids

Encounter
Connect
Grow Deep
Build Up
January serving schedule
Live Out

We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on January 31.

The Southland “FAMILY”
Emphasizing the theme. Celebrating the blessing.
Encouraging its continuation.
As a reminder, this page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the
“church as FAMILY” theme front and center over the course of this
ministry year as we did in the last one.
A brief REVIEW of December … It was a great month together as church FAMILY
from the Thanks-Mas Dinner on 12/3 to the special morning on 12/10 (see below)
to the caroling on 12/17 and the Christmas Eve service.

Looking back at the 2017 “Children of Praise” production ...
Before we get away from December and the Christmas season, it’s
appropriate for us to make sure we stop to look back at the 2017 C.O.P.
production: “The Toymaker’s Gift.” It happened on Sunday, December 10
during our normal ENCOUNTER time. Part of our intention was to have
the program serve as the message for that week.
If you were blessed to be able to attend on that day, you know that,
without a doubt, it more than adequately served that purpose! From Jon’s
creativity to the willing hearts of volunteers (see page 18 for a list of those
who served in this capacity) to the diligent work of the kids to the
enthusiasm they displayed, once again, it all came together so well. What a great reminder about the
true joy we can find through the real meaning of Christmas! We certainly say “WELL DONE!” to all who
were involved and look forward to what’s in store in December 2018!

Upcoming ways to experience FAMILY at Southland:
We are resuming our normal Connect Groups on Sunday, January 7. If you’ve never been a part of
one of these groups or if you were at one time, but aren’t any longer, this is a great time to find
relational connections with others in the SCC FAMILY. See page 14 for information about what our
groups will be using for content in January and beyond.

Our annual Southland “Kids’ Olympiad”
Sunday, February 25.
This event centers around our kids, but it’s an opportunity for all of us to be involved as a FAMILY.
We will come together for the fun portion of the evening with games in the auditorium and we’ll also
share a meal from the “International Café of Flavor.” Just as any family takes the time to simply be
together, enjoying one another, this will be a great night of church FAMILY fellowship.
We have appreciated the blessings our church FAMILY has
experienced through “Cross Connect.” As much as we (and you)
value our normal Connect Groups, these months where we’ve
met in inter-generational groups have certainly helped to
cultivate a sense of FAMILY across the ages.
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FAMILY-related items to share:
A PROPERTY Update:
As we shared in a letter back in December, the GOOD NEWS is we
have a signed contract on the approximately 2 acres we have had
for sale up on Republic Road! (Click here to see the letter itself.) It’s
the piece made-up of 1a and 1b on the map to the right. While we
are certainly giving up some of our property and parking spaces,
there are many aspects about this opportunity that are going to be a
blessing. First and foremost, when this is finalized, it’s going to
fundamentally alter our MORTGAGE situation as we will be able to
reduce our mortgage balance by 80% from it’s current spot at around
$1 million and we will be able to lower our monthly payments. It will also create some resources to
address some much-needed MAINTENANCE issues when it comes to our building and grounds; it’s part of
what has to happen with a building that is around 25 years old. This item is key as well: through this sale,
we will be in a spot to really stabilize our financial situation so we can continue to focus on MINISTRY.
While the sale is good news, our true focus is on the work we’ve been called to do. Of course, even in
ways beyond the financial, we can see God faithfully at work throughout this whole process.
There is still ground to cover in this process - most likely, June is the appropriate target date for the sale to
be completed. Please continue to pray for God’s activity so that any necessary hurdles can be cleared in a
smooth way as everything continues to unfold. We certainly are looking forward to seeing how God will
continue to be at work along the way even as we can faithfully continue carrying-out the real work He has
given us to do as His church!

“THANK YOU” Notes

We had every intention to get the newest version of the SCC Church FAMILY Directory
published in 2017. That obviously didn’t happen. Our plan is to make it available
sometime in the month of January. In the meantime, please let us know if any of your
contact information has changed since you last verified it.
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Other general Reminders & Info ...
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility.
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:
 On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org.
 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”
 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.
We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE: If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call
when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405.

2 GIVING-RELATED REMINDERS
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2017

… Receipts will be sent out later in January. Once you receive your statement,
please make sure you double-check it against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please make sure you let the
office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you don’t receive a receipt by the end of January and should have,
please let us know.
As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!!

RE: GIVING ENVELOPES

… we do have giving envelopes available if you prefer to use
them. Of course, it is the only real way for us to make sure any cash giving is properly
attributed. They are available as singles at the Welcome Center or in bundles in the outer office
area. NOTE: any giving done by check is automatically attributed with or without an envelope.

What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine” (plus elsewhere), but this is an effort to consolidate things.
WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week):
Every Sunday morning in January at 9am … our normal Connect Groups will be
meeting. Each one is launching into something new on Sunday, January 7 - see page
14 for details. Sunday School classes for kids and youth (through middle school)
also meet during this time.
Every Sunday morning at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the
time when we gather together as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See page
13 for more details as it relates to our upcoming preaching calendar.
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WEEKLY Schedule of Events (cont.):
Sundays evenings at 6pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth - see
page 9 for details.
Wednesdays … CULTIVATE (a GROW DEEP ministry) - meal served at 5:30pm and
programming at 6:30pm. Resumes on January 17. See page 15 for all the
details about what’s happening.
Other Events (listed by date):
Thursday, January 4 … Moms Set Apart - see page 12 for details.
Sunday, January 7 … meeting for all elders, staff and ministry leaders after service. Lunch
and childcare are provided.
Sunday, January 7 … Group Huddle resumes for 2018.
7pm Friday, January 12 through 7am Saturday, January 13 … the “2018 Rockin’ Winter
Lock-in” for middle school and high school students. See page 10 for details.
Tuesday, January 16 … motherhood.inspired from 6:30-8pm (see page 12 for more details).
The men’s group will be meeting during this time as well. Childcare is provided in
conjunction with both.
Wednesday, January 17 … CULTIVATE resumes. Meal served beginning at
5:30, programming starts at 6:30. As always, ministry programming for all
ages. See page 15 for details.
Thursday, January 18 … Moms Set Apart - see page 12 for details.
Sunday, January 21 … during our ENCOUNTER time, we will be recognizing “Sanctity of
Human Life Sunday.” It’s a day set aside each year to affirm our commitment to God as the
Creator of ALL human life. As His children, we want to see and value life as He does!
Sunday, January 21 … our monthly service at the Neighborhoods at Quail Creek (1:15pm).
Friday, January 26 … next BTG meeting (6pm).
Sunday, January 28 … Guatemala trip meeting after service.
Wednesday, January 31 ... the middle school youth will
be serving our regular CULTIVATE meal as a fundraiser
for their annual trip to the “BELIEVE” conference.
Instead of collecting the normal cost for a Wednesday evening meal, donations will be
accepted. Even if you’re not typically here, please try to come and support them! Middle
school families: see page 10 for more details about the “Believe” Conference.
Sunday, February 4 … Group Huddle “Super Bowl Party” - see page 10 for details.
Tuesday, February 6 … Ladies’ Bible Study resumes.
Friday, February 9 … “Women’s Winter Warm-Up” at 6pm. An
opportunity for the ladies of Southland (all ages) to come together to
build relationships and spend time as sisters in Christ. More details will
be made available later in January. See pages 11-12.
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Other Upcoming Events (cont.):
Friday, February 16 … the youth will host a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-9pm here
at SCC for PARENTS of grade school kids and younger (down to age 2). Bring your
kids and go enjoy a night out! This will be another fundraiser for the “BELIEVE”
Conference; donations will be accepted for the evening.
Friday, February 23 … Southland will be hosting a “Work as Worship”
conference put on by RightNow Media (it will start at 7:30am). This is
designed for those seeking to more effectively integrate faith into their
business life. Cost is $25.
Saturday, February 24 … BTG retreat day.
Sunday, February 25 … the Kids’ Olympiad is an annual fun event for kids age 5 through 5 th
grade. It’s also a good opportunity for us all to come together as a FAMILY to cheer them on.
There is a meal at the end of the evening. See page 8 for more details.
Friday, March 30 … Good Friday - service at Southland at 7pm.
Sunday, April 1 … Resurrection Sunday.
Sunday, April 29 (tentatively set) … our 2nd annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”

FINANCIAL UPDATE … December 2017
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
We had a fantastic tithe in December due to some generous year-end gifts. It has brought our numbers for
this fiscal year (September 2017 through August 2017) into much better shape. Thank you for your faithful
and generous participation in this grace of giving here at Southland!
INCOME …
Regular tithe for December = $75,736 00 (5 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $15,147 20

Our total tithe so far (September through December) is $171,601 for an average of $9,533 39 . That puts us
ahead for the year, though we know that special gifts in December made this happen, so things will likely
even out over the next few months. Obviously, a big factor for this fiscal year will be what happens with our
property sale, specifically, how much mortgage relief it can offer (currently paying $7,500/month). Leadership
is certainly grateful for this relief as we wait for that process to unfold.

PRAYER

To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can send an
e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact a staff member.

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about
our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join).
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What MATTers to me …
It is certainly a time when we think about that which is NEW. Just like we associate February 14, July 4 or
December 25 with a specific special day, so it is with December 31 and January 1 - NEW Year’s Eve and NEW
Year’s Day. In my office, there is an empty place on the wall for a NEW calendar because the one from 2017 is no
longer relevant. (Though there was 1 year when I just kept using the previous year’s calendar, turning it to the
appropriate month and doing the necessary adjustments in my head - yes, that’s how my brain works.) Everything
about early January seems to offer a reminder that we’ve transitioned from a former
year to a NEW one. Even as we move to more electronic means of calendaring, we
still recognize this reality. 2017 has been replaced by 2018 just like 2017 replaced
2016 a year ago. It’s obvious why we do so much thinking about that which is “NEW”
at this time of year. As the saying goes, it’s a time when we reflect on the idea of
“out with the OLD and in with the NEW.”
Now, it is certainly true that NEWER doesn’t always mean BETTER. For example, “NEW math” doesn’t exactly
have great connotations in many people’s minds. And, even when the NEW brings improvement, it seems also to
offer NEW sets of challenges. Likewise, if 2017 was rough, you might look to the NEW year with a rekindled sense
of hope that things will be better; of course, there’s no guarantee that will be the case. In fact, as big a deal as we
may make of the NEW year, quite likely there is already much about 2018 that feels quite the same as 2017.
Relationship challenges, health issues, financial struggles, etc. - they all seem oblivious to the fact that it’s a
NEW year as they seem to carry right over. In other words, from our worldly vantage point, as much as we may
promote the goodness of the NEW, in reality, many times it’s just not that much different than the OLD.
And yet, there is something within us that longs for the NEW - especially when “and improved” comes with it!
Maybe that’s why God’s Word is going to hold out the promise of so much NEW for us when God is involved,
especially through Christ. He invites us to embrace not just a wish for something better that will replace the
current version of what is, but a guarantee. For example, Hebrews emphasizes the NEW covenant (as does Jesus
in instituting the Lord’s Supper) that Jesus mediates. It’s a different way we have of relating with God, now
directly through Christ who is both our better mediator and our perfect sacrifice; and, He offers us better
promises. God has provided something NEW that far surpasses what was before! Or, consider these NT ideas:
In places like 2 Corinthians 5:17 or Ephesians 4:20ff, we are reminded that we become something NEW in
Christ = “a new creation … the old has gone, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). We may wish that it would
happen much more quickly. And yet, through the renovating work of the Holy Spirit (He’s like the Chip and
Joanna Gaines when it comes to the human heart), we are shaped and molded into a NEW self - one
made to be more and more like Christ. The process will not be finalized this side of heaven. And yet, as
we experience this NEWNESS, we begin to recognize that God is bringing about a far better version of us
than what was before. While it is true that God loves us as we are, His loving heart cannot help but
transform us into someone NEW. The new year is a great time to reflect on the ways He is at work within
us to do just that. It’s also a great time to re-commit ourselves to partnering with that work - we have a
role to play in this new identity becoming an ever-increasing reality (see Eph. 4:21ff and Phil. 2:12-13).
We can also think of the promise held in the last 2 chapters of Scripture - Revelation 21-22. It’s a
promise of what is to come: the “new heavens and new earth.” There might be a sense where some of us
are concerned that what is in store may not necessarily be all that better that what is. For sure, we haven’t
exactly always done well at capturing the sense of wonder and awe or the joy and blessing that will
characterize our eternity in God’s presence. We might have this fear that like 2017 turns into 2018 and
everything seems remarkably the same, our existence in this life might be replaced by something not truly
better. However, what we consistently see packaged is that the God of the NEW has something in store for
us that will not leave us longing for what was, but captivated with all that is and forever will be. The new
year is a great time to reflect on His promise of the greatest “NEW” ever that we can anticipate in Christ.
And so, as we enter into this NEW year of 2018, on many levels, it may feel the same. But, as we reflect on the
new year, may we also be reminded of the NEW we are promised in Christ - the NEW and improved. May our
hearts be filled with anticipation both as we look beyond this life to what is in store and as we await all He has in
store for us even within our earthly lives, even within this new year of 2018.
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Series (for January)
As many of you know, 2018 is a year for the Winter Olympics! It begins in
February hosted by Pyeongchang, South Korea. As you can imagine, Olympic
athletes are working harder than ever now as they get ready for their events.
They certainly don’t show up unprepared for the biggest event of their lives!
So why would we want to go into our lives unprepared? Like these athletes, we
as Christians need to TRAIN, TRAIN, TRAIN ourselves to be like Jesus and to
live our lives to glorify Him! That’s what this short 4-week series is all about.
A CHANGE to

beginning in February!

The kids’ experience will be a bit different starting February 4.
Instead of multiple series within a calendar year like they’re used to,
we are going to maintain a single focus as we really challenge the kids
about what it means to be a disciple or follower of Jesus. This series
titled “Discipleship Jr.” follows a one-year scope and will be great at
equipping your kids in all areas of their life: heart, soul, mind and
strength. We don’t want to just feed kids information; we want to
help make sure God’s Word is truly in their hearts! We think this is a more effective way of
doing just that. Beyond this curriculum change, it’s still the same time and same place.

Remember that during Cultivate, our kids (ages 4 through 5th grade) will participate
in a fun, energetic, Bible -based program called “JESUS 4U” - our curriculum that
will run from January 17 through the end of April. Kids will discover how, through
Christ, God is for them, not against them. In fact, He wants to partner with them to
help even kiddos share the Gospel with others through words and actions!

The 2018 KIDS’ Olympiad
is coming soon!
This year’s games will be on Sunday, February 25 at 5pm for all kids age 5 through
5th grade. There will again be a series of fun and exciting games followed by a
Mexican feast for the entire family. Sign -ups will be available soon.
8

Les’ latest
“Hey guys, dinner is ready!” “Just a minute, Dad; we’re in the middle of a game.” This seems to be a repeated
conversation in my house. My boys come home from school, dropping their backpacks on the living room
floor. They raid the refrigerator for snacks and turn on one of their gaming systems. Do you know what makes
gaming so addictive? To me, part of it is that you get to start over. Whether you’ve played the level once or
repeatedly, you start over with a clean slate each time. Maybe this time you’ll be perfect. It’s that performance
impulse that drives our new year’s list-making as well. “I did not achieve being all I wanted to be last year, so
I’ll step things up a level.” In your mind, you think “This time will be different, this time I’ll be perfect.”
But there’s a problem with that mind-set. If we are in Christ, He says He’s already fixed us. “The new is here!”
The game’s been won. All the levels have been beat. Instead of trying to life-hack ourselves into perfection,
God calls us to live in the new version of us He has already made us to be. Christ died for all so that those who
live would not continue to live for themselves. He died for them and was raised from the dead so that they
would live for Him. If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation. The old things have gone; everything is
made new! (2 Corinthians 5:15,17).
If you like to make lists, you’d like the Apostle Paul; he loved demonstrating how Christ changes us. Check out
his list in Colossians 3:1-17. When you make a list of resolutions make sure you understand this: living in the
“new” is about power and focus. You already have God’s power, so what will you choose to focus on this year?
Who will you live for? If you removed every item on your resolution list related to something that will benefit
only yourself, what (if anything) would be left? What would a list of resolutions focused entirely on serving
Christ and others look like? Is it possible to make a list of resolutions without becoming overly self-focused?
Allow God to help you live as the new creation He desires you to be. Ask him to help make this year less about
serving yourself and more about living to serve Him and others. Game on!

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.)
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time of fellowship, memorable experiences, relevant worship and small
group Bible studies designed for middle school/high school students.

Group Huddle resumes on Sunday, January 7 at 6pm.
Friendships drive, and, in many ways, define teenagers’ lives. They are vital to how young people
function in their culture. At Group Huddle, we want students to desire Christ-centered friendships
where Jesus is at the heart of how they engage with others. The more this is realized, the more
students will see their friendships take on greater meaning and purpose. Christian fellowship is about
more than just a friendship; it is God’s design. For this first semester of 2018, students will be
challenged to evaluate their friendships and move forward with relationships that are God-honoring.
GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS … Part of what happens through Group Huddle is we help our young
people get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond Southland by
supporting a mission project.
For the Fall 2017 semester, we raised support for Jasper Rutherford in Ireland (his native
country). Support raised is going to help his work to begin programs for high school youth there in
conjunction with Christ In Youth. The total raised by the kids for this project was $652!
For this next semester, we are partnering with David Dale, a missionary in Southeast Asia. We have
the opportunity to help support his efforts to share Christ with the people there.
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (m.S. & H.S.)
Join us during this Cultivate session (Wednesday nights, beginning January 17). Les will be leading
the middle school and high school youth in a series called “I Am Sin.” We’ve all done it - everyone,
everywhere! At some point or another in life, we all sin. When we sin, we’re choosing to follow
something other than God’s will for us. The study will help young people consider the causes and
consequences of sin, and, most importantly, how God wants to deliver us from it.

The 2018 Rockin’ Winter Lock-in
WHEN:

Friday, January 12 (register at 7pm) through Saturday, January 13 (ends at 7am)

COST:

$20/person - bring extra money if you want concessions at Sky Zone or Skateland

The evening begins with heart-pumping action at Sky Zone. You’ll have the
opportunity to enjoy free-style jumping, the foam zone and testing out your skills
at slam jam. This activity will be a glow-in-the-dark event; all participants

will need to wear a shirt that is neon or white.

ATTENTION, PARENTS!! Please go to www.skyzone.com/springfield to sign a waiver. If your
student is going to be participating, this must happen!
From there, we will take a short ride to Skateland for a private party. You’ll be able to choose
between roller skating, playing in the dodge ball arena or arcade games.
We will then return to the church in the wee hours of the morning for games, videos and snacks.

A sign-up sheet is available down by the youth School Sunday School classrooms.

Super Bowl Party … Sunday, February 4 from 5-9pm
Middle school and high school students are invited to this event hosted by the
Latimers (5624 S. Walnut Hill in Springfield). Join us whether you tune-in for the
commercials or to actually watch the game - or even if you just want to come and be
with the group. Girls bring cookies and guys bring a 2-liter of soda or punch.

If you need a ride, meet at the church at 4:45pm; the van will return to SCC at 9.

MIDDLE School NEWS
The 2018 “BELIEVE” Conference
Friday, March 23 - Saturday, March 24
at the Kansas City Convention Center
The “BELIEVE” Conference is an annual event hosted by CIY designed for middle school students. It’s
a high-energy weekend event with worship, challenging teaching and time together as a group.
The cost for BELIEVE will be $85 with a $30 pre-registration due by Sunday, February 4.
2 upcoming fundraising opportunities are designed to help with the cost:
Middle school youth serving the Cultivate meal on Wednesday, January 31 (5:30-6:15pm).
Youth hosting a Parents’ Night Out on Friday, February 16 from 6-9pm.
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southlandwomen
From Debbie ...
One of the legacies my grandmother blessed me with was the importance of family. Not only was she one of
the most giving godly women I have known, but next to Jesus, family meant everything to her. She was
adopted at a very young age from a Chicago orphanage and raised as an only child by adoring parents.
Because my great-grandfather had a coveted job, her life as a child was free of most worries and wants. It was
full of family-focused gatherings. She came to know Jesus as a young woman and she lived the rest of her life
intertwining that love of Christ with a strong conviction that a woman’s greatest ministry is with her family.
But Grandma had another conviction that made a great impression on my heart and life: her love for her
sisters in Christ. She loved visiting at church and talking to them on the phone. In the church, Grandma was
known among the ladies for her prayers, but also for her kindness and generosity shown to others. She could
cook anything and loved to bless people with that talent when a family was going through a difficult time. She
valued relationships with her “sisters,” always seeking them out and coveting the times they would spend
together. She was never one to sit back and wait for them to go to her, but she intentionally pursued such
connections with others. That’s why over the years, Grandma became a much-loved mentor and confidant to
women of all ages in the church. She made those sister-in-Christ relationships a priority.
While our lives as women today certainly feel more hectic than Grandma’s life, there is one very basic
similarity that remains: women are still relational. God designed us with a need to connect with other women.
Women more than men can feel very alone in the midst of a crowded room, especially if they do not feel a
relational connection there. Although the level of that need varies from one woman to the next, we are
simply created to need each other. And that need cannot be fulfilled simply through posts on social media or
the over-sharing of your life and counting the “likes” that come in response. That need can only truly be
fulfilled through face-to-face interaction … laughing together, sharing and asking questions in conversation. In
short, it happens through setting aside the time to grow relationships with each other.
Another way that our lives are much different now than in years past is the growing trend to limit our
relationships by age and/or life situation. It is rare to find opportunities where women across the spectrum can
come together informally to just be together. While there is certainly value in moms sharing life with other
moms, there is also value in moms spending time with older women who have survived those trying years of
toddlers and teenagers. It is also true that women with grandchildren can benefit greatly from spending time
with younger women.
All of this is why there is a renewed focus within the southlandwomen ministry team on helping to foster such
relationships. A new team of ladies has been working to reflect and plan; some new events for ladies are part
of the result of this - events you’ll be hearing about moving forward. Over the past year or so, we have heard
how much our women are craving some “together time,” time to just be together as “sisters” in Christ to laugh
and talk. It’s about time set aside to get to know each other so that relationships can organically grow without
being forced. Women do not always need an organized purpose to see value in getting together - after all, God
made out hearts to crave togetherness with each other - but, we sometimes we do need to be intentional
about facilitating those opportunities.
The first of these events - called “Women’s Winter Warm-Up” – will be held on Friday, February 9 at 6pm. It
will be a time set aside for the women of Southland to come together to share a meal and have some fun. It
will be an evening where we can make it a priority to get to know ladies in our church family – even those
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outside of our own age groups! No
matter the life stage, ladies all love
to have fun, talk, and, of course, eat.
That is what this “Women’s Winter
Warm-Up” is all about. We will be
communicating the details of the
evening, but for now, we want you
“SAVE THE DATE” and make plans to
be a part of connecting in a greater
way with your sisters in the faith
here at Southland!
We look forward to how such events
help us as ladies to experience this
vital relationship of “sisters in Christ”
in an even greater way!

“Women’s Winter Warm-Up”
Friday, February 9 at 6pm

2 Thursday meetings in January:
January 4 and 18 (9:30-11:30am)
Cost is $5/meeting to help with MSA ministry expenses, including childcare.
Please register for MSA Mornings either on the MSA Facebook page or by e-mailing
Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).

motherhood.inspired
This ministry is for any moms with kids still in the home - it’s a time to
share, grow and breathe. Each meeting, we will have a devotion centered
around a theme pertinent to moms, and then share a discussion about how
it impacts our lives. It’s a relaxing time of sharing and encouraging each other on the journey of
motherhood.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 16 from 6:30-8pm - as is normal now, the men’s

group will meet that evening too.

The cost is $5 to cover childcare and other ministry expenses.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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The next BTG meeting
will be Friday,
January 26 at 6pm
(dinner is included).
The BTG retreat day is
Saturday, Feb. 24.

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.
Due to timing around the Christmas season, there is no article from Jon in this edition of “The Vine.”

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
Alex Cobb is preaching on Sunday, January 7.
Starting January 14, we begin a sermon series we’re calling “FAITH for Dummies.” Since the early 1990’s, there has
been a popular line of books called __________ for Dummies. Each book in the series has covered a different topic,
everything from sports to technology to religion to family life to music to fitness … on and on the list could go. The point
was to package simplified advice for those seeking to learn about the topic-at-hand. In other words, it was about helping
those who wanted to learn about a topic do just that: LEARN!
As the series logo to the right indicates (it’s the same layout as the books), in this
series of sermons, we will be reflecting on the topic of FAITH. No matter how
spiritually mature we may grow to be in Christ, the fact of the matter is this: we
all still have much to learn about living a life of faith. To use the language of the
books, we are all “dummies” on some level when it comes to faith* - those who
need some instruction. Our lives offer plenty of evidence to illustrate this fact; we
frequently seem to struggle to make right decisions. On one level, that can be very
discouraging to us - who really wants that to be true of them? But actually, it puts
us in pretty good company. For sure, when we look at the pages of God’s Word - no matter how much we uphold the
greats of faith from both the OT and the NT - we see example after example of people who made monumentally DUMB
decisions! And here’s the coolest part: God still accomplished His work in and through them … sometimes even using those
decisions, but masterfully redeeming them.
In this series, we will primarily be looking at those stories (we may switch approaches somewhat in February). We want to
recognize God’s ability to powerfully work in spite of our human blunders. We also want to be able to consider the ways
God’s wisdom can lead us to a better life of faith. After all, it’s one thing to say God can work in spite of us; it’s another
thing to use that as a license to remain “dummies.” May it all help us learn and grow as we live out a life of faith!
* This series is not designed to call anyone a “dummy” in a derogatory way, just to emphasize our need for more wisdom and learning when it comes
to a life of faith.

How to listen to content you may have missed ...
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added.
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen.
Just a note:

ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the
“Online Sermons” tab and find the one you are looking for).
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

What’s Happening in Connect Groups (Sundays at 9am)
If you’re not already part of a Connect Group, there are some points throughout the
year that offer a perfect time to join one. As we move into the new year, this is one of
those times. It’s also a great time to get re-connected if you have been a part of a
group, but have become ,ore sporadic in your involvement. All of our Connect Groups will
be re-launching on Sunday, January 7.
Below is a listing of the content each group will be using:
LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … Les will be leading this group through a DVD curriculum called “The
Christian Atheist” Believing in God, but Living as if He Doesn’t Exist” (Craig Groeschel). Each week will
focus on an area of our lives where it might be a struggle for followers of Jesus to truly live in a way
that recognizes God and what He teaches us through His Word.
The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … This group will be working through a
video series by Andy Stanley called “What Makes You Happy” (January only). It will be an opportunity to
consider what can truly bring happiness in life. As the sub-title puts it, “it’s not what you expect!”
The Refuge (meeting in the Gathering Room - off the Great Room) … This group will be working through
a series on “The Reliability of God’s Word.” It will be specifically designed to be participatory and to
address the specific questions of the group. The goal is to be able to bolster our own faith, but also to
be equipped to share our confidence in God’s Word with others around us. Topics will include reasons we
can believe the Bible is true/trustworthy, passing on faith and a commitment to God’s Word to children,
incorporating faith and God’s Word into our lives in such a way that we provide a Christian influence into
the lives of others around us, etc.
Free at Last (meeting in the Great Room) … This group will be developing its own curriculum, considering
what God’s Word has to say about “Understanding God’s Will for Your Life.” Discussion from life
experience and being guided by other resources will be part of the study as well.
Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … January (and perhaps beyond) will be spent reflecting
on the Bible - its divine origins, how it came about, how we read it properly, its role in our lives, etc.
A CONNECT Groups is about so much more than just the content (as important and valuable as that part
is). We encourage you to take this opportunity to experience community - connected with others in Christ!
So you know, the plan is to have another round of “Cross Connect …
Generational Conversations about Faith” in March. In the midst of our
normal Connect Groups, this kind of inter-generational experience is
good to have as well - just like in a FAMILY!!
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G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format,
they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

This current session will actually consist of two separate mini-classes - one for January and then one
for February.
The last 3 Wednesdays in January … “WHY? Reasons to Believe”
led by Dave Embree from Christian Campus House. While there
are many reasons people come up with NOT to believe, why
should we believe? Dave will help us consider such reasons in a
class designed to bolster our own faith and confidence when it
comes to our faith. It will also help us be equipped to share with
others the reason for the hope we have in Christ.
The 4 Wednesdays in February … “GOOD NEWS – An Overview of the
Four Gospels” led by Matt Martin. This class will provide a broad look at
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, each writer
tells the same basic story of Jesus, but from a somewhat unique
perspective. We will seek to better understand the story as these 4
authors have packaged it.
See the flyers in the foyer for details - also available electronically: Winter Cultivate Session.
More about Wednesday evening MEALS, including how to RSVP. We make meals available for the
sake of convenience as well as for an opportunity to fellowship with others in the Southland family.
We will serve from 5:30 to a little after 6. Here are some details regarding the meals:
The cost for each meal is $3/person (a max of $12/family).
Please RSVP by signing-up either on paper (at the display in the foyer or in Connect Groups) or
electronically via this link: http://www.nowsprouting.com/southlandchristianchurch1/form.php?
pageID=75 (on electronic devices, you can click directly on the link to go to the RSVP form).
As in the past, we will continue to offer ministry programming for our young people on Wednesday
nights. See the information within the student ministry pages of “The Vine” (towards the bottom of
page 8 for pre-K/grade school and the top of page 10 for middle school/high school) for more details.
DEEPER LIFE GROUPS … If you are wanting to be a part of a group designed for close community
and study of God’s Word, let us know and we’ll help find one of these groups for you. Perhaps as we
get into the new year, it’s a good time for you to get involved in such a group.
15

Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
In general, the start of a new year is a great time to choose to start something new - maybe
for you, that’s finding a way to BUILD UP others in the SCC family by serving.
At the Welcome Center, we have flyers with regular, ongoing ways people can serve and
BUILD UP one another here at SCC. There are also BLUE CARDS for you to use to let us know
where and how you want to be involved.
On Sunday morning, December 10, we had our 2017
C.O.P. production (it was such a wonderful
morning!). That kind of event can only happen
through the dedicated work of those leading the kids.
So, again, we want to say a big THANK YOU to Jon Carmichael for writing the script/
lyrics and providing the overall leadership.
We also want to express our gratitude to the C.O.P. team, many of whom worked with the
kids on Wednesday nights from September on: David & April Carmichael, Katy
Carmichael, Rori Carmichael, Terra Gegg, Anna Martin, Lada Samarska, Jay & Kim
Tyler and Joe & April Whittaker.
Last of all, THANK YOU to the kids involved in the performance who used their gifts and
talents to bless us all that morning.
THANK YOU to all of you for doing your part to make “The Toymaker’s Gift” happen!
Earlier on the morning of the 10th as well as on the previous week for our “Thanks-Mas Dinner,”
we had a couple of church FAMILY meals. There were several people who prepared food for
those opportunities. They were great ways to emphasize the theme of FAMILY in December.
THANK YOU to those who helped make it happen!
One last set of “THANK YOU’s” from the Christmas season … to those who participated in
caroling for Quail Creek on 12/17 and to those who helped with the Christmas Eve service.
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SERVING SCHEDULE – January 2018
Greeters
1/7
1/14
1/21
1/28

Welcome Center

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

|———— Jay & Kim T. ————|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
The Refuge (10:15-10:40)

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Terry & Brenda O.

|—–— Warren & Carolyn B. —–—|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40)

A.J. & Terra G.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya or Alexis Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Jack & Betty Hein

1/28

1/7 - 8:50-10:20am
1/7 - 10:20-dismissal
1/14 - 8:50-10:20am
1/14 - 10:20-dismissal
1/21 - 8:50-10:20am
1/21 - 10:20-dismissal
1/28 - 8:50-10:20am
1/28 - 10:20-dismissal

Pat & Debbie L.

|—–— Ernie & Charlotte E. —–—|

Free at Last (8:45-9:10)

1/7
1/21

Steve & LeeAnn M.

|——— Dennis & Kay M. ———|

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)

Communion Preparation
1/14

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Stacy Gambill
Susan Graves
Jill Sims
Debbie Gray
Cheryl McAnally
Jill Cobb
Amanda Miller
Natalie Wuerch

Stacy Gambill + Carissa Virtue
Graves Family
Jill Sims + April McCarty
Debbie/Kayla Gray + Jenelle/Ezri Smith
Cheryl/Jessica/Rebecca McAnally
Cobb Family
Amanda/Megan Miller
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

1/7

Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S.

Les L. - Rori C. - Noah W. and/or Kendall W.

1/14

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W.

Andy & Donna L. - Matt & Amber N.

1/21

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Shelby R.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.

1/28

Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S.

Joe & April W. - Lada S. - Payton M.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of
Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that
are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every
single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate.
We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

biblecamp.org
www.show-mehome.com

www.occ.edu

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates when available in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Our upcoming trip to Guatemala with Life of Hope will be September 22-29, 2018. We will have another
meeting for this on Sunday, January 28 after service. This will really get the preparation process rolling. We
will have logistical details to share as well as continue assembling the specific team for this particular trip. If

you are still interested in going but cannot attend this meeting, please make sure you let the office know!
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