
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the different pace of things in December, our 
ministries resume more normal activities as we enter 
the new year. Check out the various sections of “The 

Vine” for plans and details as 2019 begins. 
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www.gosouthland.org 

We will publish the next edition of 
The Southland Vine on January 2, 2019. 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 
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Due to the hectic schedules of the recent weeks, 
this edition of “The Vine” does not have the 

typical staff articles. We did still feel like it was 
important to publish it so we could 

communicate plans and information about 
what’s happening in the new year. The next 
edition will be back to what is more normal.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
A brief RECAP of our “Church FAMILY Christmas” season from December …  

It was a great month together as we celebrated the season as a church FAMILY. 
Here are some highlights from the month: 

 Our “Thanks-Mas” dinner on December 2 included a delicious meal plus 
 some good fellowship together. Of course, it was also good to laugh 
 together. Thanks to Paul May for the entertainment! 

December 9 represented another fantastic Sunday morning centered around the Children of Praise 
program - this year, the kids’ performance of “The First Leon.” Part of our intention in having this 
during our ENCOUNTER service (we’ve done it this way for the past few years now) was to have the 
program serve as the message for that week. If you were blessed to be able to attend on that day, 
you know that, without a doubt, it more than adequately served that purpose! From the work of 
the team (see p. 14 for a list of the volunteers) to the kids’ diligent work and enthusiasm, it all came 
together so well to emphasize the true meaning of the Christmas story. It was a great part of our 
church FAMILY celebration during the month. 

Of course, the month continued with caroling at Quail Creek, the Ladies’ cookie exchange (it sure 
sounds like a great time was had by all!) and the Christmas Eve service.  

“THANK YOU” Notes 

An update regarding the ongoing STAFF TRANSITION ...  

As we move into the new year, we are in position to truly begin our process of searching for an 
additional staff member. (Another great offering during the month of December has helped to 
solidify our readiness for this.) We are continuing to pray and flesh out the specifics of this role, 
confident God will lead us to the right person - someone who will fit with our current staff (e.g. 
complementing the giftedness already here and meshing well with the team) and the SCC family 
as a whole. Please continue to join us in prayer for the way this will all unfold. At this point, our 
hope is to have a hire made in the next few months. 
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PROPERTY Update: 
Here are a few specific items we want to make sure we’re communicating: 

 We are still waiting on details regarding who our neighbors are going to be. 

 As mentioned previously, we are going through the process of re-zoning the lot where our 

building currently is. Basically, this is a step that is going to be helpful in the short term for traffic 

flow once the property is developed. While there is obviously cost involved, this is the best 

solution for where things are now. UPDATE: this process with the city is currently unfolding 

(hence the signs you may notice on the property). At this point, it all seems to be going well. 

 On the MAINTENANCE front, now that we have a general idea of projects that need to be done, 

we are ready to begin addressing them as we enter 2019. We intend to start with the Fellowship 

Hall (i.e. flooring, ceiling, etc. - we do still have to determine exactly what is going to be done).  

Of course, as we have created the list of things that need to be done, there are several tasks 

that simply require someone willing to give a little time (sure, some of them require a bit of 

expertise as well). Here are a few examples: (1) there is painting that needs to be done 

throughout the building, (2) we continue to work on upgrading our lighting and (3) there are 

some ceiling tiles that need to be replaced throughout the building. If you are willing and 

interested in helping such ways (and others like them), please let the office know and we’ll find 

the right projects for you. 

The most recent edition of the Southland “Church FAMILY Directory” has been 

available since the middle of March 2018. It’s a way we want to encourage 

connections with one another as part of the family - a way to be in touch with 

someone you have met, perhaps.  

Part of the reality of such a directory is that we need to regularly provide updates. Sometimes, that’s a 

matter of people changing some contact details. Other times, it’s a matter of providing the information 

of those newer to the Southland family. We use this basic space in “The Vine” to provide such updates.  

Please make the following adjustment with an existing entry: 

 A new address for Kris & Natalie Wuerch:   130 Harmony Lane 

      Sparta, MO 65753 
   

If you don’t have a copy of the SCC Directory, you can pick one up at the display rack 

located by the Welcome Center in the foyer (one per family, please). 

updates 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info  … 
A Couple of 9am Room Adjustments - starting January 6: 

Back in September, we had shuffled some room locations during the 9am 

slot. We need to make another adjustment with two of those groups:  the 

“Free at Last” Connect Group is moving to the Gathering Room (off of the 

Great Room) and the high school class is moving to Room #7. The other 

groups on that end of the building are going to remain where they are: the 

middle school class in Room #6 and “The Refuge” group in the Great Room. 
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IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility. 
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our 
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be 
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at 
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 On the front page of our website:  www.gosouthland.org. 

 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”  

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:  If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call 
when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405. 

2 GIVING-RELATED REMINDERS 
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2018 … Receipts will be sent out later in January. Once you receive your statement, 
please make sure you double-check it against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please make sure you let the 
office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you don’t receive a receipt by the end of January and should have, 
please let us know. Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!! 

As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax 
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes. 

RE: GIVING ENVELOPES … we do have giving envelopes available if you prefer to use 
them. Of course, it is the only real way for us to make sure any cash giving is properly 
attributed. They are available at the Welcome Center. NOTE: any giving done by check is 
automatically attributed with or without an envelope. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). We are back to normal groups for the months of 

January and February. See page 13 for more details. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See page 12. 

Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth. See 

page 8 for more details. 

Wednesdays - CULTIVATE, our mid-week “GROW DEEP” ministry resumes on 

January 23. 
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Other Events (listed by date): 

Thursday, January 3 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) resumes - 9:30-11:30am. 

Sunday, January 6 … an informational meeting for parents of middle 

school and high school youth after service. Les is covering some details 

related to upcoming conferences (i.e. “BELIEVE” for middle school 

students and “MOVE” for high school students). 

Sunday, January 6 … Group Huddle resumes for 2019 (6-8pm). See page 8 for details about 

this new semester. 

Friday, January 11 (7pm) through Saturday, January 12 (7am) … lock-in for middle school 

and high school students. See page 9 for more details. 

Saturday, January 12 … Southland men typically get together on the 2nd Saturday of the 

month; be watching the Facebook page and e-mail for details. 

Thursday, January 17 … MSA (Moms’ Set Apart) from 9:30-11:30am. 

Sunday, January 20 … a meeting for those potentially interested in going on the 

2019 mission trip to Guatemala - this trip will be a work project (as opposed to 

the medical trip last September). The dates for this trip are June 22-29. 

Sunday, January 20 … nursing home service at Quail Creek (1:15pm). 

Wednesday, January 23 ... CULTIVATE resumes. 

Wednesday, January 23 ... on this first night of CULTIVATE in 2019, the 

middle school youth will be serving our regular meal (served from 5:30 to 

6:10pm) as a fundraiser for their annual trip to the “BELIEVE” conference. 

Instead of collecting the normal cost for a meal, donations will be accepted. 

Even if you’re not typically here, please try to come and support them! Middle 

school families: see page 10 for details about the “Believe” Conference.  

Friday, January 25 … BTG meeting (6-8:30pm). 

Sunday, February 3 … Group Huddle “Super Bowl Party” - see page 10 for details. 

Friday, February 8 … a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-8:30pm at SCC for PARENTS 

of grade school kids and younger (down to age 3). Bring your kids and go enjoy 

a night out! This is not a fundraiser, but a fun event for the kids (in addition to 

the opportunity for parents, of course). 

Saturday, February 24 … BTG retreat day. 

Friday, March 22 through Saturday, March 23 … BELIEVE” conference for middle school 

students (see p. 10 for details). 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Sometime in April … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (be looking for more details). 

 Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

 JUNE … Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 8 for specific dates. 

 July 15-20 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 10 for details). 

 Monday, July 29 through Thursday, August 1 ... our 2019 VBS. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE … December 2018 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME … 

 Regular tithe for December = $58,339 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $11,667 

80  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2018 through August 2019) is 

$153,151 for a weekly average of $8,508 

39 … this projects to over $442,000 for the ministry year. 

We obviously had a great December offering which helps to position us well moving into 2019 and the rest of 
this current ministry year. Our projected budgetary need for the year is about $420,000 – this breaks down to 

about $8,075 each week. This number reflects our current budgetary obligations (including with the recently 

adjusted mortgage payment), but also projects for the addition of another staff member later in this fiscal 

year. While the larger December offering skews the averages and projections for the rest of the year, we are 
in a good spot to move forward based on our current realities. 

Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving! 

(Make sure you check out the giving-related reminders on p. 4)  

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website 

(www.gosouthland.org) + a  podcast for listening to sermons, etc. Also, don't forget about 

our Facebook group called “The Southland Scoop” (talk to Jon to join). 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. Of course, you may also directly 

contact the office or a staff member. Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as 

well. If you are not receiving such updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow 

Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here at 

Southland. Especially as we move into a new year, the content available 

through RNM provides a great way to help you feed yourself spiritually. 

RNM gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content through 

online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style! 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his 

or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection (via 

smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via e-mail 

to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout January. Kids start in the service with their 
families before being dismissed at a certain time in the service. The group is continuing on with 
the “Discipleship Jr.” curriculum.  

NOTE:  During Kid ENCOUNTER on Sunday, January 13, Les is 
distributing jars in the shape of fish bowls to the kids. These jars are 
to serve as a way of (1) reminding them about this semester’s offering 
project and (2) encouraging them to give. These also challenge the kids 
to “Pray for Japan” and the great need that exists there for the Good 
News of Jesus! Specifically, our young people (up through high school) 
are supporting Samuel and Rachel Martin with the Mustard Seed Church in Kyoto, Japan. The 
goal for this year (stretching back to September) is $1,000. An offering is collected each week 
during Group Huddle and Kid ENCOUNTER. Make sure you check out the information that comes 
home with the jar so you can also be reminded about the great need that exists in Japan! 

 

“Children of Praise”  
It was great to be a part of the kids’ performance of “The First Leon” 
back on Sunday, December 9! All in attendance were certainly blessed 
as the kids shared the Good News of the Christmas story through 
music and drama. Our thanks to the team who worked with the kids (see 
p. 14 for those individuals)! Of course, we also want to acknowledge the 
kids for their hard work and using their gifts to serve in this way. 

 

 

 

 

Details about the plans for this session will be communicated by Sunday, 1/13.  
 

A couple of upcoming FUN opportunities for kids (these are in lieu of the Olympiad 
which we have decided not to do this year): 

 Friday, February 8 (6-8:30pm) - a Parents ’ Night Out which means the 
 kids get to come hang out and have fun at church (for kids ages 3 through 
 5th grade)! No cost for this event.  

 Wednesday, March 6 - a FUN opportunity for families … this is the night at 
 the end of our first CULTIVATE session of 2019. Be looking for more details.  
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Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 2019 Theme 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 8 (Sat.)  

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 13-15 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 9-12 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 16-21 (Sun - Fri.) 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school 
and high school students. It offers a place for students to connect and dive 
into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and 
fellowship. Group Huddle resumes for 2019 on Sunday, January 6. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of 
feeding several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents 
to send  $20 for each teen from your household who is 
attending (that covers the whole semester, through May). 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

This semester, we are continuing our support of Samuel and Rachel Martin 
who are working with a newly established gathering in Kyoto, Japan called 
Mustard Seed Christian Church. It’s a great opportunity to help spread the 
Good News of Jesus! Between Group Huddle and our grade school kids in 
Kid ENCOUNTER, our goal is $1,000. 

UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES: 

January 6  Normal Group Huddle … “Hawaiian Luau” 

January 13  Normal Group Huddle … “Football Fever” 

January 20  Normal Group Huddle … “Lumberjack Night” 

January 27  Normal Group Huddle … “Record Setting Night” 

February 3  Group Huddle Super Bowl Party hosted by the Londeens 

 

 

It’s still a long time until Summer, but we wanted to go ahead and make sure we 
communicated the dates for our annual VBS - Monday, July 29 through Thursday, 

August 1. For now,  please make sure this is on your calendar.  Of course,  we will have 
much more to share over the next few months. 

Dates for the 2019 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 
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Middle School & High school news 

The 2019 Rockin’ Winter Lock-in 
Starts at 7pm on Friday, January 11 

Ends at 7am on Saturday, January 12 

Do you have what it takes to stay awake during a 
lock-in? We’re mixing high-thrilling entertainment 
with bone-chilling conditions. You’ll laugh, sweat, 
snack and create memories with friends. For this 
year’s lock-in, we will enjoy laser tag, arena 
dodgeball, roller skating, sock hop, nine-square, 
movies and so much more (including food!).  

COST: $20/person - bring extra money if 
  you want concessions. 

A sign-up sheet is available at the youth display down by the youth School Sunday 
School classrooms. The registration deadline is Thursday, January 10!! 

Winter PARENTS’ Meeting 
Sunday, January 6 (after service) 

If you have a middle school or high school student who 
participates in Southland youth group events, there is 
some information about events upcoming in 2019 that 
we need to go ahead and communicate with you.  

Among other things, we will be covering the essentials of 2019 conferences (i.e. “Believe” for middle 
school students and “MOVE” for high school students - see the next page for preliminary details), 
fundraising opportunities for those, Group Huddle plans for the new year as well as other things to 
keep in mind over the next several months. 

Middle School/High School Plans for Wednesday Night 
“CULTIVATE” (resumes Wednesday, January 23) 

Like the rest of Southland’s ministry areas, we’re already preparing for the next session of Wednesday 
evening “CULTIVATE.” For this next session, middle school and high school students are going to be 
meeting in the auditorium for fun, Bible study and much more. NOTE:  after spending the Fall session 
in C.O.P., 6 

th graders are re-joining the middle school group when Cultivate resumes in January. 

If you are interested in helping with this area on Wednesday nights, 
please make sure you let Les know. 

2019 CIY conferences are still in the future; but, we wanted to go 

ahead and get some dates and details on your calendar. Check out the 

next page for more about “BELIEVE” (middle school) and “MOVE” (high 

school) in 2019. 
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
The 2019 “BELIEVE” Conference 

for students in 6th
 - 8th grades  

Friday, March 22 through 
Saturday, March 23 at the 

Kansas City Convention Center  

The “BELIEVE” Conference is a high-energy weekend structured 
specifically for middle school students. They will participate in 
powerful worship, teaching from God’s Word and activities 
intentionally designed to allow truth to be planted in their hearts. 

The total cost for “BELIEVE” is $85 - includes registration and overnight accommodations 
at a local hotel (travel meals are separate from this cost). 

There will be a fundraising opportunity on Wednesday, January 23 … for this first night of CULTIVATE 
in 2019, the middle school youth are serving the meal (donations will got to support this trip).  

Please note:  a $30 pre-registration fee will be due on Sunday, January 27. 

Again, parents, please attend the meeting on Sunday, January 6 after service as 
we will cover the basic details about the 2019 ”BELIEVE” Conference.  

Also, we will likely need a few parents to be willing to go as chaperones. 

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL … 
The 2019 “MOVE” Conference for high school students  

Monday, July 15 through 
Saturday, July 20 

at John Brown University 
(Siloam Springs Arkansas) 

It’s the same basic experience, just in a different location. This is for those who will be 

entering their freshman year next school year through seniors graduating in May. 

The total cost for “MOVE” is $319 - includes registration and the basic housing/food for 
the week (a few travel meals are separate from this cost). 

A non-refundable $50 pre-registration fee will be due on Sunday, January 27. 

Again, parents, please attend the meeting on Sunday, January 6 after service as we will 
cover the basic details about the 2019 ”MOVE” Conference.  

NOTE: The dates for the youth yard sale (a fundraiser for the “MOVE” conference) are Friday, 
May 3 and Saturday, May 4. Please make sure those dates are on your calendar! 
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southlandwomen 

September meetings:  Thursday, 1/3 and 
Thursday, 1/17 (9:30-11:30am each time) 

 

Cost is $5/meeting to help with expenses, including childcare. 

 Contact:  Debbie Jennings (msamornings@gosouthland.org).  

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The next BTG 

meeting will be 
Friday, January 25 

from 6-8:30pm. 

As always, dinner is 
provided as part of 

these meetings. 

We are using this space to communicate any specific plans related to the men’s ministry at Southland.  

At this point, the group continues to set aside the 2nd Saturday of each month as a set time to meet. 

Sometimes, this is more for service-oriented projects. At other times, it’s more about getting together to 

do something fun with one another. It’s all about providing a context for actively LIVING OUT faith 

together as Southland MEN. Be paying attention to the Facebook page and to your e-mail for specific 

details about what is happening with these monthly opportunities. 

Of course, as within the women’s ministry, we are continuing the emphasis on Deeper Life Groups - a 

format for guys to come together to reflect on a life of faith in the context of relationships. This is an 

expanded and more consistent option to the 3rd Tuesday gatherings that had been happening before. We 

certainly hope these continue to be a place where men can GROW DEEP together. 

This year’s BTG “Retreat Day” will be Saturday, February 25. 

A reminder from the Fall … we have adjusted plans within                       to facilitate the broader 

church-wide emphasis on Deeper Life Groups on Wednesday evenings as part of CULTIVATE. We are  

excited about how these went in the Fall session and look forward to a new year of D-Groups 

beginning Wednesday, January 23.  

As has been the case (i.e. with events like the “Cookie Exchange”), there will continue to be other 

“outside” events designed to help the ladies of Southland grow together. Of course, this kind of 

building of relationships is also a part of what D-Groups help to facilitate. Plus, we intend to bring 

back the “HIS & HERS Connect Groups” for the month of March. So, there is certainly much that 

continues on within the women’s ministry even if not in the same formats as previously.  

southlandwomen 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  
On Sunday, January 6, Alex Cobb will be preaching - it’s always a blessing when he serves in this way! 

Then, on January 13, we begin our first main series of 2019 - “STRIVE 
… Pursuing a Life Worthy of our Calling.” For this ministry year, this idea 
of “STRIVING” has been our main theme. A life of faith in Christ is about 
embracing the free gift of salvation, but also about embarking on a journey 
that requires our diligent activity and effort. In this series, we are coming 
back to emphasize this theme. We will be identifying some specific ways in 
which we should be striving according to God’s Word - even some specific 
goals towards which we should strive. It’s all part of this life we have been 
called to - not a calling to a specific vocation like a preacher or missionary, but a more general calling that goes out to 
all who believe in Jesus. As Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1, we are to “live a life worthy of our calling.” This is the life 
we should be pursuing in Christ; or, put another way, we are to STRIVE after such a life. 

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO . . . 

Occasionally, it’s good for us to take the time to be reminded of why we do what we do during our weekly 

ENCOUNTER time. Perhaps one feature of our services that are foreign to some is the weekly participation in 

the Lord’s Supper (a.k.a. “communion”). Depending on your church background, this may not seem normal for 

you. Whether that’s the case or this regular practice is part of your faith heritage, it’s good to remember WHY 

we do it this way. 

The night before Jesus’ death, He gathered together with His disciples for the Passover feast. It was a night of 

remembering God’s great deliverance of His people from their slavery in Egypt. And yet, on this particular 

night, Jesus infused this ancient meal of remembrance with incredible new significance. It was now about a 

new act of salvation through His own sacrificial death, a new covenant established through His body and blood 

symbolized by the bread and the fruit of the vine. Eating and drinking of these elements now became an act of 

celebrating and remembering Him (see Luke 22:14-20 & 1 Corinthians 11:23ff). It wasn’t just calling to heart 

and mind what happened, but like with the Passover feast itself, the incredible significance that it 

represented. 

This meal of remembrance became an integral part of the early church’s gatherings (e.g. see Acts 2:42 & 20:7). 

Like them, as we gather together today, we eat the bread and drink the juice to remember His sacrifice. It’s a 

way of keeping Jesus at the center of our identity – calling to mind our new status as God’s new covenant 

people – those redeemed by Jesus, the Passover Lamb sacrificed on our behalf. It’s a way of reflecting on His 

amazing grace by which we are saved. Some would object to the frequency. Every week, doesn’t it become 

too routine? We would respond simply with this: what better event to regularly remember than the death of 

our Lord and Savior for us? What better way to do it than how He instructed? When it comes to the Lord’s 

Supper every week, that’s why we do what we do! 



13 

 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life 

Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since Fall 2015, it has also included our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each is somewhat unique in its format, 

they all have the same basic purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

This will again include Deeper Life Groups (continuing current 

groups and/or starting new ones for those not yet involved). 

Specific details will be communicated by Sunday, January 13. 

What’s Happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

We are back in our “normal” Connect Groups for the months of January and February. Most groups are starting 

something fresh on January 6 so it’s a good time to join a group if you’re not already connected to one.  

Here is a list of our groups, along with their PRIMARY demographic feature (just offered as a suggestion 

for where you might fit best, not  as a rule) and where they meet: 

LAUNCH - for college-age and young adults. This group meets in Room #5. 

The BRANCH - for parents with younger children (grade school and below). This group meets in the 

southeast corner of the auditorium. 

The REFUGE - for parents of those who are middle school and high school students. This group meets in 

the Great Room. 

FREE at LAST - for those who are still mainly in a career, but no longer at the child-raising stage. This 

group meets in the Gathering Room (note this room switch effective January 6, 2019). 

EMPTY NESTERS - for those who are mainly in the retirement stage of life. This group meets in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about these groups, see the display in the foyer where we have flyers 
available with  information about the CONNECT Group concept more broadly and specifics about 

each of our groups. 
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. As we enter into a new year, maybe it’s a great time to find a way you can serve! 

A special “THANK YOU” to all who helped with the 

extras during our “Church FAMILY Christmas” in 

December. See below for some specifics. 

A “THANK YOU” to Carolyn Burros who assisted in decorating for the Christmas season. 

A “THANK YOU” to the team of people who helped prepare the meal for our 2018 edition of 

“Thanks-Mas.” While we encouraged everyone to bring something, this team did the bulk of 

the food preparation for the whole church family - quite an undertaking and quite appreciated!! 

A “THANK YOU” to all involved with the Children of Praise production on December 9: 

 To the Children of Praise team who worked with the kids getting them ready for their 

 performance - Becky Goeringer took the main lead with much help from Megan 

 Williamson, Abi Hoenshell, Debbie  Hoenshell, Anna Martin and Traci Prater.  

 To those who worked in other behind-the-scenes roles with C.O.P.: Mike Goeringer, 

Thomas Hall, Simeon Martin, Tim Prater, Karl Simpson and Noah Wooldridge. 

 Last but not least, to all the kids who used their giftedness to bless us that morning. 

A “THANK YOU” to Debbie Nelson, Kristie Martin and Warren Burros [the biscuits and 

gravy guy:)!] for fixing breakfast on Sunday, December 9. 

Lastly, we want to extend a “THANK YOU” to the team who helped make the Christmas Eve 

service happen - that includes the worship and tech teams led by Adam, Terry Ochs as well 

as Cheryl Boland who helped set the atmosphere with the smell of frankinsence. 
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Serving Schedule – JANUARY 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

1/6 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———–— Bill & Pam F. ——–———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) A J & Terra G. 

1/13 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Dennis & Kay M. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

1/20 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Ernie & Charlotte E. ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

1/27 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Warren & Carolyn B. ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

1/6 

Dennis & Kay McCann 

Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

1/13 Doug Graves Dany Gray 

1/20 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

1/27 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

1/6 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/6 - 10:20-dismissal 

Carissa Virtue 
Amanda Butler 

Carissa Virtue 
Jay & Amanda Butler 

1/13 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/13 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Debbie Gray 

Amanda Miller 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

1/20 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/20 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Susan Graves 

Stacy Gambill 
Graves family 

1/27 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/27 - 10:20-dismissal 

(volunteer needed) 
Natalie Wuerch 

(volunteer needed) 
Kris & Natalie Wuerch 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

1/6 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

1/13 Kristin L. -  Emily W. - Macy S. Les Londeen + Stefani Hall 

1/20 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

1/27 Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S. Matt & Amber Neil 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to participate in every 

single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/where/when to participate. 

We want to provide you with some specific ways you can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

We have yet to determine the exact date, but on a Sunday in April (most likely) we will 

have our second annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It’s a day for us church-wide to be 

intentional about focusing on SERVICE - living out an active love. As we have the past 2 

years on this day, we will meet for a brief ENCOUNTER worship before being dismissed to 

spread out and serve in our community. Over the next couple of months, we will be 

planning and preparing for the day (please let us know if you have an idea to be 

considered for a possible service project). Be looking for more details about this day. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really the 

only way one of our partners can communicate with us. 

Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

We are preparing for another Guatemala trip with Life of Hope in 2019; the dates are June 22-29. This trip 

will be more of a work project. In many ways, we need to be moving pretty quickly with the preparation 

process now that we’re into 2019.  

After service on Sunday, January 20, there will be an informational meeting for those potentially 

interested in going on this trip.  If you already know you are interested, please go ahead and let the 
office know as soon as possible, especially if you cannot attend the meeting in January. Spots are 

somewhat limited. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

