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MAUNDY THURSDAY SEDER 
On Maundy Thursday, April 9, at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, our 

church family will gather for worship and a Seder-type light meal.  Given 

our year-long focus on The Story it seems appropriate for us to immerse 

ourselves in an experience that would have been practiced by the Old 

Testament Jews. 

The Seder is one part of the present-day Jewish seven-day Passover ob-

servance.  The name Passover comes from the time when God, through 

Moses, led the Israelites out of their slavery.  The Egyptian pharaoh was 

finally convinced to let the people go when the angel of death killed every 

first-born in Egypt but “passed over” the Israelite homes that had put 

lamb’s blood on their doorposts.  The Seder meal symbolically recalls 
(Continued on page 10) 
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REFORMED Informer  
Colts Neck Reformed Church 

Lent, which began on February 26 and continues for the forty days (not 

including Sundays) leading up to Easter, traditionally focuses on peni-

tence, personal piety, and the purposes of God.  The pulpit cloth and 

banners are purple, representing both the pain and suffering leading up 

to the crucifixion of Jesus as well as the suffering of humanity and the 

world under sin.  But purple is also the color of royalty, and so antici-

pates through the suffering and death of Jesus the coming resurrection 

and hope of newness that will be celebrated in the resurrection on East-

er Sunday. 

The Lenten season typically involves themes of sacrifice, just as God 

sacrificed his Son on the cross.  This year, rather than “giving up” for 

Lent, we will be considering all that Jesus asked us to be “up to” in his 

name: what pursuits are we “up to” in our lives that call us to be our 

best selves, and our best selves as the church?  Our  first sermon, on 

February 23, to begin the Lenten season was about “storing up” — Mat-

(Continued on page 10) 

OBSERVING LENT 

What’s happening in March? 

In the case of inclement weather, please confirm that both worship ser-
vices will be held by checking the church website 
(www.coltsneckreformed.org) or by listening to the message on the 
church office phone (732-462-4555). 

mailto:office@cnrc.church
http://www.coltsneckreformed.org
http://www.coltsneckreformed.org


 

“What I so appreciate about our congregation… is that we are able to keep a laser focus on the non-negotiables.” 

FOCUS ON FAITH 

Dear Friends,  

I’m not sure you realize what a spe-

cial and faith-filled group of people 

you are.  Serving this congregation 

is a joy – because you, by the grace 

of God, keep the important things 

important and hold loose for those 

things that aren’t.   You might be 

surprised, but there are plenty of 

congregations that “major in the 

minor things” – such as what to 

wear to church or what kind of mu-

sic is the “right” kind of music for 

worship.  I even know of one 

church that almost split over the 

color of the new carpet in the sanc-

tuary, and another that had a series 

of congregational meetings to nego-

tiate the brand of coffee served at 

fellowship hour.  Really! 

What I so appreciate about our 

congregation, which leads to a 

sense of spiritual health, is that we 

are able to keep a laser focus on the 

non-negotiables: Jesus is Lord.  

The Bible is our guide for faith and 

practice.  Serve God and love your 

neighbor.  Put our gratitude into 

practice as we return thanks for 

God’s blessings by what we say 

(Continued on page 10) 

HOW WE “DO” CHURCH 
VIDEO 

If you were in church on 
January 16th, you probably 
saw Stephen Dobbins from 
Stormin’ Arts Productions 
filming and taking photos 
around the campus.  Well, 
the finished product has 
arrived!   

We have a brief promotion-
al video showing how 
CNRC “does” church on a 
typical Sunday morning. 

We ask that you share this 
video to your personal Fa-
cebook pages and also ask 
your friends, neighbors, 
and family to check out the 
video on our website at 
www.coltsneckreformed.org, 
or our Facebook page at 
Colts Neck Reformed 
Church. 

We are proud to show “how 
we do church” on Sundays 
and what makes CNRC 
such a vibrant and welcom-
ing church at which to wor-
ship. 

View the video HERE 
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COMMUNION PREPARERS NEEDED! 
Would you be interested in helping prepare communion for your fellow 
worshippers?  We are in need of several people to join our team to prepare 
the trays of bread and wine/grape juice on communion Sundays throughout 
the year.  The process is simple—arrive about 45 minutes prior to the ser-
vice, cut the bread, and pour the wine/grape juice.  After the service, some 
light clean-up is required.  Detailed instructions are posted in the vestry and 
two people are assigned for each service, so if you ever have a question, 
there is help nearby.  You will be asked to prepare once every two to three 
months (depending on how many volunteers we have!).  If you are interest-
ed in this important ministry or would like more information, please contact 
Maggie Tripold at music@cnrc.church or 732-462-4555. 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE VOLUNTEERS GONE?! 

Yikes!  We have so many future Sundays without volunteer hosts for Cof-

fee and Fellowship—eight out of the next ten!  Without hosts, there is no 

coffee and there are no snacks.  Conversation and fellowship is nice, but 

don’t you like it better when you can enjoy snacks and coffee?  It can only 

happen with the help and support of the congregation.  You certainly don’t 

have to do it alone: Are you a member of a Bible study, or our book discus-

sion group, or our quilters group, or our knitting group, or one of our musi-

cal groups?—grab some other members to help.  Is your child in a Church 

School class or a member of one of our vocal or handbell choirs?—ask the 

other parents to help.  Do you have a group of friends within the church 

family?—pick a date to host together.  Do you just want to help as an indi-

vidual or a family?—pick a Sunday to help another individual or family who 

has already signed up, or start your own Sunday and see who signs up with 

you!  See page 4 for more details on hosting—it’s fun and easy, and WE 

NEED YOU!.   

CONTACT: Dianne O’Hara cnrc.care@cnrc.church. 

https://coltsneckreformed.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Colts-Neck-Reformed-Church-122322634445262/
https://www.facebook.com/Colts-Neck-Reformed-Church-122322634445262/
https://youtu.be/hA8kVcXn3kM
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Communion%20Preparers
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Hosting%20Coffee%20and%20Fellowship


 

HELPING HANDS 

Thank you all for your gener-
ous donations of coats and 
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves, 
mittens, and warm socks.  
They have already begun to be 
distributed through Ander-
son’s Meet the Need “pop-up” 
distribution centers. 

*If you, or someone you know 
in our congregation, would 
like to sponsor a month-long 
HHC collection, contact Dean-
na Martin, Victa McKenzie, or 
LuAnne Petrie. 

 

 

1. I was born in Pater-         
son, New Jersey,               
and enjoyed speed skating 
and swimming in my youth. 

2. I was baptized, raised, and 
confirmed a Methodist even 
though my dad was bap-
tized in the RCA. 

3. I attended Manchester Re-
gional High School in 
Haledon, New Jersey, 
where I ran track. 

4. I graduated from Virginia 
Tech with a master’s degree 
in chemistry. 

5. My first date with my wife 
was to see Jaws at the Fox 
Theater in Hackensack, 
New Jersey. 

6. I worked in law enforce-
ment for 37 years. 

7. We joined CNRC in 2006 
when the church was cele-
brating its 150th anniver-
sary. 

8. I enjoy Holy Yoga at CNRC 
where I also serve as a con-
firmand mentor and as an 
usher. 

9. I participate in tai chi at 
Seabrook where I now live. 

10. I really enjoy studying the 
Old Testament by reading 
The Story, going to Bible 
studies, and attending Sun-
day worship services. 

Give up?  See page 7 for my 
name and a picture of me. 
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MARCH MISSION NEWS 

MAST (MISSION AMBASSADOR SUPPORT TEAM) 
We are searching for someone in our congregation to be a MAST leader for 

our newest CNRC PIM (Partnership in Mission) share recipient, Rev. Dr. 

John Huber, and his wife Lynn, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where Rev. Huber 

is teaching at Mekane Yesus Seminary equipping pastors, evangelists, and 

church planters to serve effectively in a country that is 40% Muslim.  This 

MAST leader would head an effort to connect our church with Dr. Huber.  

This would entail talking with him and praying for his personal struggles and 

his successes—individually and within his family/community.  It would mean 

(Continued on page 11) 

We understand our church as a mis-

sion partner with God. We have ex-

perienced God's love and compas-

sion in our lives and we feel God call-

ing us to share that love and compas-

sion with others. Our church's mis-

sion programming allows us to use 

our gifts to play a part in God's mis-

sion. 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church 

partners with many organizations 

through volunteer participation, do-

nations, and support services. These 

organizations are located locally, re-

gionally, nationally, and internation-

ally. Our partners include ministries, 

organizations, missionaries, and ed-

ucational organizations that we sup-

port financially. 

Colts Neck Reformed Church also 

participates in several hands-on mis-

sion events throughout the year in-

cluding a Christmas gift program, 

CROP Walk, Election Day events, 

mission trips for adults and youth, 

Open Door Food Pantry, Pedals for 

Progress, Family Promise, blood 

drives, and community outreach 

meal preparation and serving.  We 

also deploy small mission teams 

when there is a need; we have sent 

teams to South India, to Niger, and 

to Uganda. 

CONTACT: LuAnne Petrie 

PEDALS FOR PROGRESS 
Pedals for Progress is a 501(c)(3) charity that has collected, processed, and 

donated over 159,000 bicycles and 5,000 used sewing machines to partner 

charities in developing countries. Pedals for Progress isn't just donating 

used bicycles, it's also helping developing world economies by promoting 

self-sustaining bicycle repair businesses. This year CNRC will be hosting a 

collection day, behind the Ministry Center, on Saturday, April 25th. If you 

would like to help on the day of collection, please contact Carol McCoy. 

OUR MISSION PROGRAM AT CNRC 

mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Helping%20Hands%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20DEANNA%20MARTIN)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Helping%20Hands%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20DEANNA%20MARTIN)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Helping%20Hands%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20VICTA%20MCKENZIE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Helping%20Hands%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Mission%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Pedals%20For%20Progress%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20CAROL%20MCCOY)


 

 

COFFEE AND  
FELLOWSHIP 

This refreshment time only 

happens with the help of vol-

unteer hosts, like you!  Team 

up with friends or as part of a 

church group (a church school 

class, a Bible study group, a book 

group, etc.) The hosts provide 

finger foods (store-bought or 

homemade cookies, brownies, 

doughnuts, etc.) and milk for 

coffee.  Everything else is provid-

ed (coffee, tea, paper products, 

lemonade mix) along with de-

tailed instructions.  Hosts also 

serve and clean up. 

To make it easy on yourself, re-

member: 

Keep it simple!  Coffee and 
Fellowship is meant to provide a 
bite to eat, not a meal. 

Keep the focus!  This is a time 
of fellowship and sharing.  
Items need not be homemade—
it’s not a baking contest!—store-
bought is perfectly fine. 

Keep in touch!  Contact 
   Dianne O’Hara 

(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or 
Pam Licata 
(office@cnrc.church)—with 
questions or to be paired up 
with another family. 

 

OUR NEWSLETTER 
PRIVACY PRACTICES 

You may notice that throughout 
the newsletter, we don’t disclose 
the email addresses, phone num-
bers, or physical addresses of our 
volunteers (unless the volunteer 
has specifically asked us to do so).  
We do this to protect their priva-
cy.  It would certainly make it 
easier for you to contact them if 
we included their contact infor-
mation in our articles, but doing 
so exposes their information to 
anyone, anywhere, who finds the 
information on the internet.  We 
ask that you look for their infor-
mation in your church directory 
(updated directories are availa-
ble in the church office), check 
the weekly bulletin announce-
ments, or contact the church of-
fice and we will make the infor-
mation available to you.  We will 
continue to print contact infor-
mation for staff members.  
Thanks for understanding! 

4 

LENTEN STUDIES 
Our church is taking a break from The Story as we began the season of Lent 

on Ash Wednesday.  Our worship, Church School, and Bible studies will all 

focus on the stories about Jesus’ life and the parables he taught. 

During our worship services, the sermon will focus on what Jesus asks us 

to do in his name.  What pursuits are we following in our lives that call us to 

be our best selves? 

Our Bible Studies will also be doing a special set of Lenten 

lessons from Short Stories by Jesus written by Professor Amy-

Jill Levine who is a Professor of New Testament and Jewish 

Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School.  In this study, Professor 

Levine analyzes and illuminates Jesus’ parables, taking the 

reader back in time to understand how the original Jewish au-

dience heard the stories.   

Our Church School classes will also be learning about the parables of Jesus 

as they Walk His Ways with Bible readings and skits to perform.  These les-

sons will also fit in with their daily Lenten challenges as they look to find 

ways to help their family, school, and environment, and to come closer to God. 

NURSERY SCHOOL FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHT 
The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery School will 

host its 8th annual Family Science Night on Wednes-

day, April 1, 2020. This year's Family Science Night 

theme, “Science Through the World of Eric Carle”, will 

include interactive science experiments, activities, and 

demonstrations emphasizing concepts in animal adap-

tation, life cycles, habitats, and much more. 

Children and their families are invited to come explore 

through hands-on scientific experiments.  Please RSVP 

to Stacey Savage at nurseryschool@cnrc.church. click image to enlarge 

TRANSITIONS THROUGH TRANSPLANTS 
March is National Organ Transplant Month—by Marjorie Smith 

I witnessed a miracle transition recently with my son-in-law, Tom, receiving a 

kidney transplant after being on dialysis for four years, while holding down a job 

to support his family—he’s the top salesperson in his company’s north-east divi-

sion. 

He’s a different person since the transplant: he’s funny, he’s personable, he feels 

the best he has in ten years!  And it’s all because a total stranger decided to help 

another human being… with God’s help. 

Does this sound familiar?  It’s a modern version of the Bible story of the Good 

Samaritan!  Please consider donating an organ to save someone’s life.  Infor-

mation is always available in the CNRC Library outside of Fellowship Hall. 

CONTACT: Marjorie Smith 

Don’t forget!  Sunday, March 8, 
at 2:00 a.m—the clocks will 

spring forward by one hour. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/Coffee_Hour_1903.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/Coffee_Hour_1903.pdf
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Coffee%20and%20Fellowship
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Coffe%20and%20Fellowship
mailto:nurseryschool@cnrc.church?subject=Family%20Science%20Night
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NS2003FSNFlyer.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Organ%20Transplants%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20MARJORIE%20SMITH)


 

5 

“Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat” by 

NENA Productions 

We sold out of our first block of 

tickets, BUT WE HAVE MORE!  

Come out to enjoy a fun evening 

with other church family members 

and support local theater on Satur-

day, March 14th, at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Jersey Shore Arts Center in Ocean 

Grove.  This entertaining, familiar 

Bible story (which we learned 

about in Chapter 3 of The Story) 

will feature Jeff Brown as Musical 

Director; Allison Walter as Stage 
(Continued on page 11) 

NOAH—FELLOWSHIP FOR YOUNG FAMILIES/COUPLES 
We have an active fellowship group made up of families in the church that have 

young children – newborn through about fifth grade; we call it Noah. For those 

adults who don't have little ones and would like to surround themselves with 

some great people, you too are welcomed and encouraged to join us.  The group 

has created some really close bonds and great friendships and very much want 

to create even more!  Our March event will be a “Family Fun Night”—additional 

details are coming soon! 

How it works... 

We have social gatherings approximately every four to six weeks. One gathering 

will include the families with their children, and then the following month’s out-

(Continued on page 11) 

ELEMENTARY YOUTH GROUP HEADS TO THE THEATER! 
Right on the heels of our February 28 Monmouth Youth Theatre Workshop, the 

Elementary Youth Group (EYG) is heading out to experience musical theatre 

together right in our own backyard! 

EYG will be attending the Saturday, March 14 performance of “Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” at The Jersey Shore Arts Center in Ocean 

Grove (group discount rate of $20/person).  We plan to meet at Orlando’s in 

Colts Neck for pizza at 5:30; the show begins at 7:30pm and is approximately 70 

minutes long (so we plan to be back at the church parking lot by 9:15/9:30pm).  

Several members of our church family are contributing to the production, and 

TJ, the leader of our February 28th EYG Theatre Workshop, is also in the cast. 

This will be a fun opportunity for our youth to enjoy “dinner and theatre” to-

gether.  Ticket sign-ups are due on Sunday, March 1; if your child is interested 

but did not have a chance to sign-up, please contact Jeanne Sokol to discuss 

ticket availability.  Parents and friends are also most welcome to join us! 

“Spamalot” by Spring Lake 

Community Theater 

We still have tickets available if 

you’d like to join us in support of 

Asbury Park’s Trinity Church Food 

Justice program—the program that 

hosts Saturday Soup. Each year 

Spring Lake Community Theater 

donates all seats, for one show, to 

the Food Justice program. This 

year’s show is Monty Python’s    

Spamalot, to be presented on Fri-

day, March 20th, at 7:30 p.m.  Mini-

mum donation: $30.00 per ticket; 

make checks payable to “Trinity 
(Continued on page 11) 

TWO FABULOUS FELLOWSHIP EVENTS! 

OUR ONGOING GROUPS  

(click the group’s title for de-
tailed information on the group) 

Women’s Book Discussion 
Group: Mar. 10, noon—Obsessive 
Genius: The Inner World of Marie 
Curie by Barbara Goldsmith.  
Hostess: Betty Gomory.  Contact: 
Lynne Garner 

Women of D’Vine: Mar. 3, 7:00 
p.m. Hostess: Beth Burke.  Con-
tact: Sandy Anderson 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m., Ministry 
Center Conference Room.  Con-
tact: Ben Zaccaria 

Young Women’s Bible Study: 
Not currently meeting—please 
consider attending the Sunday 
Morning Bible Study at 11:00 a.m. 

Women’s Coffee Break Bible 
Study: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m., 
Ministry Center Conference 
Room.  Contact: Barb Tucker 

Thursday Evening Bible 
Study: Thursdays, 6:00 p.m., 
Ministry Center Conference 
Room.  Contact: Debi Jensen 

Senior Bible Study: Fridays, 
10:00 a.m., Ministry Center Con-
ference Room.  Contact: Scott 
Brown or Debi Jensen 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: 
March 7, 7:30 a.m. Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact: Art Peslak 

Knit One, Pray Too!: Mar. 10 
and 24.  Contact: Donna Mulligan  

Piece Makers Quilting Group: 
Mondays, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall. Contact: Nancy Feuster 

Holy Yoga: see schedule.  Con-
tact: Barb Tucker 

Chronic Pain and Illness:  
Monday, Mar. 2, 11:00 a.m., Colts 
Neck Eatery, Colts Neck.  Contact: 
Lonnie Howlett 

Single Active Seniors: Our 
Single Active Seniors group is on 
hiatus while the group’s leader, 
Gerry Romano, focuses on her 
health.  Please pray for Gerry. 

mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=EYG%20Joseph%20and%20the%20...%20theater%20trip%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20JEANNE%20SOKOL)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NL2003WomensBook.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NL2003WomensBook.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women's%20Book%20Discussion%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LYNNE%20GARNER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLWomenOfD_Vine2019.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women%20of%20D'Vine%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20SANDY%20ANDERSON)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Sunday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BEN%20ZACCARIA)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women's%20Coffee%20Break%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BARB%20TUCKER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Thursday%20Evening%20Bible%20Study
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:revscottbrown@cnrc.church?subject=Senior%20Bible%20Study
mailto:revscottbrown@cnrc.church?subject=Senior%20Bible%20Study
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Senior%20Bible%20Study
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Men's%20Breakfast%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20ART%20PESLAK)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLKnitOnePrayToo.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Knit%20One,%20Pray%20Too!%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20DONNA%20MULLIGAN)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLPiecemakersQuilters.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Piecemakers%20Quilting%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20NANCY%20FEUSTER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLHolyYoga.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLHolyYoga.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Holy%20Yoga%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BARB%20TUCKER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLChronicPain.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Chronic%20Pain/Illness%20Support%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LONNIE%20HOWLETT)


 

PRAYER CHAIN 
“What is a prayer chain?” you 
ask.  It’s a group of people 
from the church who take time 
to pray for others.  When 
someone needs prayers, his/
her name and need is added to 
the list, the information is sent 
via email to those on the 
chain, and the prayers begin.  
To be added to this group, 
contact Dianne O’Hara 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church). 

If you have a prayer request 
that you would like to have 
sent out to the prayer chain 
and included in the weekly 
bulletin announcements, 
email Dianne 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or 
call the church office.  Email 
requests and requests left on 
voicemail that are received 
after 3:00 p.m. or on a Friday 
will be sent out on the next 
work-day.  If you have an ur-
gent request and Dianne is not 
available, speak to Pam Licata 
in the church office.  The 
deadline to submit a request 
to be printed in the bulletin 
announcements is Friday, by 
9:00 a.m. 

Before submitting a request, 
please make sure you have 
permission from the person 
for whom we will be praying. 
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YOUR DAILY PRAYERS ARE NEEDED 
Please include the following members of our church family in your prayers.  In 

addition to your prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, call, or 

(if local) visit.  If you would like to be added to our rotating list of visitors, con-

tact Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church).  This requires a commitment of 

one visit every two to three months. 

 Gavin Femiano, treatment for neurofibromatosis (NF) Type 1 

 Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie Howlett, ongoing health con-

cerns 

 Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler, autoimmune diseases 

 Noelle, a friend of the Horan family, dealing with depression 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 Ginny Yanchus, Beth Burke’s mother, ongoing health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home which includes Marge Flock 

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO: 

 The family of the Reverend Elizabeth Ehling who died on January 30, 2020 

 Vera Santucci and family on the death of her son Tim Slisky on February 

12, 2020; a memorial service will be held in the sanctuary on March 21, at 

11:00 a.m. with a repast following in Fellowship Hall 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO: 

 Kathy and Drew Naysmith on the birth of their grandson, Liam Ferris 

Naysmith, who was born on February 12, 2020; proud parents are Kim and 

Andrew Naysmith 

Please keep Rev. Scott Brown, Pastor Debi Jensen, or Dianne 
O’Hara informed as to when you or a family member is hos-
pitalized AND discharged.  Hospitals cannot provide this in-
formation to us. 

See our website for 

information 

on our Health 

and Wellness 

offerings, in-

cluding  Holy 

Yoga, HERE. 
VISITOR WELCOME CENTER 
We have two Visitor Welcome Centers in the church—one in the narthex and 

one inside the lobby of the ramped door entrance to the sanctuary building. In 

these centers, you will find pamphlets that may interest a visitor to our church 

as well as gift bags that include some welcome information and a few small 

gifts.  If you are bringing a neighbor or friend to church on a given Sunday, 

please pick up a welcome bag for him or her.   

Ushers and greeters—when newcomers cross your path on a Sunday morning, 

be sure to hand each of them a visitor bag and a newsletter; we want to make 

sure they go home with lots of information about CNRC! 

mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20prayer%20chain
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Prayer%20request
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Rotating%20list%20of%20visitors
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/health-and-wellness


 

DO YOU KNOW THAT 
OUR CHURCH OFFERS: 

Church-based mental health 
services? 

If you or someone you know is 
in need of low cost mental 
health services, please contact 
Lorrie McGough at 732-784-
3394 and ask for a telephone 
screening.  Lorrie is a licensed 
professional counselor who 
provides services on our 
church campus.  She is availa-
ble to see clients (church 
members and non-church 
members alike). 

The fee for the services is a 
sliding scale suggested dona-
tion.  Services will not be de-
nied to anyone due to financial 
circumstances. 
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BLOOD DRIVE 

The next blood drive at Colts 

Neck Reformed Church is 

scheduled for May 13, 2020.  

The last day you can donate at 

another drive and still be eligi-

ble for this drive is March 17, 

2020—so plan your donations 

accordingly if you are planning 

to participate in our drive! 

FROM THE REFORMED ENVIRONMENTALIST 
We all know about bringing our shopping bags to the grocery store, but 

how many plastic bags are we still using?  Clear bags for fruit, nuts, vege-

tables, or bakery items add up quickly.  Consider buying reusable mesh 

bags! They allow air to circulate, stay securely closed, and are washable. 

These bags are readily available at Target, Bed, Bath & Beyond, Amazon 

and other retailers.  Let’s do our part to reduce the use of plastic bags. 

SAVE THE EARTH WHILE SUPPORTING OUR 
MISSION PROGRAMMING 

It may come as no surprise to you that the ink cartridges from your print-

er at home don’t compost well. Like most plastics, they will sit in a landfill 

for about a thousand years before decomposing back to their basic ele-

ments. It is estimated that 375 million cartridges are thrown away yearly, 

many of them winding up in landfills. For the sake of perspective, that’s 

more than a million cartridges daily or eleven cartridges each second! 

Our church collects empty inkjet cartridges for recycling and sells them to 

a re-saler.  All the money raised goes directly to our mission program-

ming.  Simply bring in your empty printer cartridges (sealed in a plastic 

sandwich bag), and deposit them in the collection bin outside of Fellow-

ship Hall.  Most types of inkjet cartridges (other than Epson) are accept-

ed; however no laser cartridges can be accepted. Please check the list 

hanging on the wall to see what cartridges are accepted.   

So, when you change your computer printer cartridge, bring the used one 

in to church and know that you are helping to care for God’s people and 

God’s creation with one simple act.   

CONTACT: Dianne O’Hara cnrc.care@cnrc.church 

Henry Swordsma! 

Return to article 

mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Ink%20cartridge%20recycling


 

“Anyone who has sung with this group ( ) can tell 
you that we are blessed by the residents every time we go and sing.” 

OUR MUSICAL 
ENSEMBLES 
Click on a group’s name to 
learn more about it) 

Cherub Choir: 
vocal, pre-k and kindergar-
ten 

Angel Choir: 
vocal, grades 1-3 

Alleluia Choir: 
vocal, grades 4-6 

Jubilation!: 
vocal, grades 7-12+ 

Sanctuary Choir: 
vocal, adults 

Singing With the Seniors: 
vocal, adults 

Alleluia Jazz: 
instrumental, high school 
and adults 

Echo Ringers: 
handbells, grade 3 and up 

Joyful Ringers: 
handbells, grade 6 and up 

Celebration Ringers: 
handbells, high school+ 

Exultation Ringers: 
handbells, adults 

Morning Bells: 
handbells, adults 

Men’s/Women’s Ensembles: 
vocal, adult men / adult 
women 

Instrumentalists: 
high school and adult 

8 

SINGING WITH THE SENIORS IN MARCH 
Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic songs? Can you spare an 

hour or so on a Wednesday and/or Saturday morning once a month? If so, this 

is the group for you! This is not a choir that sings for senior citizens, rather it’s 

a group that sings with them. We don’t rehearse, we just go and share the joy 

of music with the residents of the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge and 

Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck. Women and men of any age are 

welcome! You can come alone or with your partner/spouse – the more the 

merrier! Anyone who has sung with this group can tell you that we are blessed 

by the residents every time we go and sing. No long term commitment re-

quired, just sign up month by month – come when you can! 

Our schedule for March is as follows: 
(Continued on page 11) 

We hope you will come to worship on Sunday, March 29, and experience the 

soul and spirit of André J. Thomas’ musical work – Mass: A Celebration of 

Love and Joy.  Our choir will be accompanied by piano, drums, and string 

bass in this powerful gospel setting of the Mass.  Because it is written in Gos-

pel style, other biblical texts have been added to the traditional Latin texts of 

Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus and Agnus.  

CONTACT: Maggie Tripold music@cnrc.church 

SANCTUARY CHOIR TO SING A GOSPEL 
MASS—SUNDAY, MARCH 29 

MONMOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CHAMBER OR-

CHESTRA CONCERT—MARCH 29 
We are honored and delighted to host the Monmouth Symphony Orchestra 

Chamber Orchestra in concert in our sanctuary on Sunday, March 29, at 3:00 

p.m.  Spend a delightful afternoon with the 36 members of the MSO Chamber 

Orchestra as they perform some of the best known and enjoyable chamber 

music pieces by well-known composers.  The orchestra is composed of profes-

sional and highly talented amateur musicians, most of whom live and work in 

the central New Jersey area.  

Here are just a few of the pieces to be played in this concert: 

 Overture to The Marriage of Figaro by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

 Toy Symphony by Joseph Haydn 

 Pavane by Gabriel Fauré 

 Eine kleine Nachtmusik by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 Irish Tune and Molly on the Shore by Percy Grainger 

The orchestra is under the direction of Music Director, Roy D. Gussman and 

Associate Director, Barbara Santoro. 

Tickets for the concert are $25 for adults, $20 for seniors, and free for stu-

dents with ID.  They can be purchased at www.monmouthsymphony.org.  

Tickets will also be available at the door.   

CONTACT Maggie Tripold at music@cnrc.church 

SAVE THE DATES! 
April 26—17th Annual 
“Spring Ring” Handbell Con-
cert, 7:00 p.m. Come and 
“Dance the Night Away” with 
our ringers as they present 
bell music illustrating a vari-
ety of dance themes, both 
classical and contemporary. 

May 17—Alleluia Jazz “The 
Beat Goes On” Concert, 7:00 
p.m., followed by an old-
fashioned ice cream social in 
Fellowship Hall.  

https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/instrumentalists
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/instrumentalists
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Gospel%20Mass
http://www.monmouthsymphony.org
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Monmouth%20Symphony%20Orchestra%20Chamber%20Orchestra


 

We worship each Sunday morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Services typically 
last about an hour.  Dress as formally or informally as you wish – all are 
welcome.  There is professional child care for infants and toddlers up to 
age three at both services.  A family room, with the service “live-streamed” 
is available for those who have active, fussy or nursing children.  Church 
School, with tuition-free Christian education, is offered for preschool 
through seventh grade, and coordinates with the 9:15 a.m. service; the chil-
dren begin in the sanctuary and following a special “gospel for children” 
message, they are escorted to their classes.  A time of coffee and conversa-
tion is a highlight of Sunday mornings, and is held in Fellowship Hall, in-
side the brick Community Center, from 10:15 – 11:00 a.m. 
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MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1—FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
At both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship opportunities, in order to help make 
name/face connections, we will have a “Friendship/Nametag Sunday.”  This 
morning we also celebrate together the Lord’s Supper.  If you cannot be in wor-
ship and would like the sacrament brought to your home or hospital room, 
please contact the church office.   We are led in musical worship by our Echo 
Ringers and Cherub Choir.  With the Lenten theme of “What R U Up 2”, the 
sermon looks at Mark 1 and the story of the baptism of Jesus and his coming 
up out of the water, ready for service. 

Our Joyful Noise service for people with special needs and their families is at 
1:00 pm. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8—SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Remember that this Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time! – your clocks will 
move ahead an hour! 

The Lenten sermon series continues as Jesus says, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  
Celebration Ringers and the Sanctuary Choir offer service music at both wor-
ship opportunities: 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  The sacrament of baptism will be cele-
brated at the 9:15 a.m. service. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15—THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
At both services, 9:15 and 11:00 a.m, the Lenten sermon focuses on John 2 and 
Jesus’ response to the temple being made into a marketplace and how he will 
raise up the true temple.  Music will be offered by the Exultation Ringers.  

SUNDAY, MARCH 22—FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
All are invited to consider the story in the gospel of John, chapter 12 when Je-
sus says, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.”  Worship begins at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. with a refreshment and greet-
ing time between the services in the church Community Center’s Fellowship 
Hall.  Joyful Ringers and Alleluia Jazz provide service music.  

SUNDAY, MARCH 29—FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
We worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. and music will be offered by 
the Sanctuary Choir.   The choir will present Mass – A Celebration of Love and 
Joy, a musical work in the gospel style by André J. Thomas. See the article on 
page 8 for more information. 

Looking ahead: Palm Sunday is April 5; Maundy Thursday service is the even-
ing of April 9; Good Friday service is the evening of April 10; Easter services on 
April 12 at 7:00, 9:15, and 11:00 a.m., with a special breakfast from 7:30-8:45 
a.m. and 10:15 - 11:00 a.m. 



 

and do.  Mission. 

The twentieth century theologian Emil Brunner wrote, “The church exists by mission as fire 

exists by burning.”  I take that to mean that being “missional” – focusing outwardly towards 

others is essential.   But time and time again, I see churches who are struggling turn inward 

and cut the mission budget.  It’s often the first thing to go; “we can’t afford to help others, we 

need to help ourselves.”  While I understand the challenge, I am convinced that God blesses 

those who trust, give, and share.  It’s not easy.  But it’s one of the essentials.  We are blessed—

—to be a blessing.  So thank you, thank you, thank you – for stepping out in faith, for living 

your faith, by serving God with joy and generosity.  In January, LuAnne Petrie, Victa McKen-

zie, and I attended a denominational mission gathering – and so many said that our congrega-

tion is an example in the Reformed Church of mission leadership.  I know it – and I want you 

to know it as well.  Thank you – and thanks be to God! 

 

Living and Loving like Jesus, 

 

 

 

Scott D. Brown 

(Continued from page 2 - Focus on Faith) 
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thew 6:19-21.  Going forward this month, the sermons will be about “coming up”—Mark 1:9-15; 

“taking up”—Mark 8:31-38; “raising up”—John 2:13-22; and “lifting up”—John 12:20-33. 

(Continued from page 1 - Observing Lent) 

significant features of this Exodus experience. 

As Christians, we are particularly interested in this meal because it was during a Passover celebra-

tion that Jesus instituted Holy Communion.  Our meal on April 9 will, to some extent, bring to 

mind that setting.  The Seder is a family meal, used in Jewish homes as a teaching vehicle for chil-

dren.  Therefore, children, especially those who have been received by the elders to participate in 

communion, are encouraged to be part of this service.  We will sit around tables and worship and 

learn through a combination of Scripture readings, prayers, commentary, and eating.  Our meal 

will be simple: symbolic foods and chicken soup.  (If your children don’t like soup or get hungry 

before 6:00 p.m., plan on eating ahead of time!) 

To help ensure the correct amount of food, please indicate that you will be attending worship that 

evening by signing up in Fellowship Hall or by calling the church office.  Also, if you are willing to 

help prepare some of the foods that Thursday morning, serve at the meal, or assist with clean up, 

there is a sign-up for that as well.  Thank you! 

(Continued from page 1 - Maundy Thursday Seder) 
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Visit our website for lots 

of great information about 

the Colts Neck 

Reformed Church 

Director; and Maggie Tripold, Lyn Lewis, and Len Simi-

cich playing in the pit orchestra!  The cost is $20.00 per 

ticket.  Grab your friends and come out to see this amazing 

show.  Sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  

Tickets will be available during Coffee and Fellowship on 

Sunday, March 1. 

CONTACT: Joan Ceinski 

(Continued from page 5 - Joseph and the Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dream Coat) 

Church”; in the memo write: “Food Justice”. 

Tickets will be available at the Coffee Hour 

Connection table on March 8 and 15 in Fel-

lowship Hall, or from Pam Licata in the 

church office. Raffle and Dessert Reception 

will begin at 6:30 pm. 

CONTACT: LuAnne Petrie 

(Continued from page 5 - Spamalot) 

 Saturday, March 14, at Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck 

Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or at church at 11:00 a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

 Wednesday, March 18, at the Reformed Church Home 

Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at church at 10:00 a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to indicate your availability.  

CONTACT: Maggie Tripold at music@cnrc.church or 732-462-4555. 

(Continued from page 8 - Singing with the Seniors) 

remembering birthdays, anniversaries 

and holidays with a card or note.  When 

Dr. Huber is "stateside", and it is possi-

ble to have him come and participate in 

a service at CNRC, it is typically the 

MAST leader who would be his host 

during his visit.  Also, once or twice a 

year, the MAST leader may be asked to 

update the congregation on Dr. Huber’s 

mission. 

CONTACT: LuAnne Petrie 

(Continued from page 3 - MAST 

(Mission Ambassador Support Team)) 

ing will be just for adults! 

To get involved with Noah or to be kept abreast of future 

events, please email your contact information to Sean Horan. 

Exciting event details will be emailed to those who are inter-

ested. Events will also be listed in the weekly announcements 

and on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall where you can 

sign-up as well.  

The mission for Noah is to bring young families together to 

get to know each other, create long lasting friendships be-

tween our children, and to grow spiritually together. We are 

the future of CNRC! 

CONTACT: Sean Horan 

(Continued from page 5 - Noah—Fellowship for Young Cou-

ples and Families) 

https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Joseph%20and%20the%20Amazing%20Technicolor%20Dreamcoat%20PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20JOAN%20CEINSKI
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Tickets%20for%20Spamalot%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Singing%20with%20the%20Seniors
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=MAST%20leader%20for%20Rev.%20Dr.%20John%20Huber%20%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20NOAH!%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20SEAN%20HORAN)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20NOAH!%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20SEAN%20HORAN)


 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

The Colts Neck Reformed 
Church welcomes you to 
come and be refreshed by 
the Word of God, times of 
prayer and praise, and the 
community of God’s people!  
We are a welcoming and 
affirming congregation, 
committed to affirm the 
beauty, value, and gifts of all 
people.  These commitments 
are not subject to a person’s 
color, race, ethnicity, place 
of origin, age, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, rela-
tionship status (single, mar-
ried, separated, divorced), 
socio-economic situation, or 
a person’s mental, physical, 
or emotional health or abil-
ity.  All are invited to partic-
ipate in worshipping our 
gracious God and all are 
included in a community of 
faith, service and joy.   

COLTS NECK REFORMED CHURCH 

P.O. Box 57  ⬧  139 Route 537  ⬧  Colts Neck  ⬧  NJ  ⬧  07722 

Church office phone: 732-462-4555  ⬧  Nursery school phone: 732-462-4662 

Fax: 732-866-9545  ⬧  Church office email: office@cnrc.church  ⬧  website: http://www.coltsneckreformed.org 

Church office administrative hours: Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (summer hours vary) 

OFFICE STAFF 

Scott D. Brown—Minister 

Extension 111; Home: 732-683-0530; email: revscottbrown@cnrc.church 

Debi Jensen—Pastor 

Extension 122; Home: 732-747-3963; email: associate.pastor@cnrc.church 

Maggie Tripold—Director of Music and Worship Arts 

Extension 114; email: music@cnrc.church 

Stacey Savage—Director of Early Childhood Ministries 

Extension 108; Direct line: 732-462-4662; email: nurseryschool@cnrc.church 

Dianne O’Hara—Congregational Care Coordinator, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

Extension 112; email: cnrc.care@cnrc.church 

Paul and Debbie Horan—Directors of Youth Ministries 

email: youth@cnrc.church 

David Tripold, Ph.D—Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director 

Pam Licata—Church Administrator/Secretary 

Extension 110; email: office@cnrc.church 

Joy Lenz—Administrative Assistant, Nursery School Secretary, Newsletter Editor 

Extension 116; email: joy.lenz@cnrc.church, reformed.informer@cnrc.church 

CONSISTORY  

Elders: 

Reed Feuster  Vice President 

Barbara Battles Worship 

Alyssa Giles  Christian Education 

Jane Rappleyea Administrative Leadership 

Sean Horan  Discipleship for Youth / Young Adult Ministries 

Katie Gilpin  Assimilation and Outreach 

Deacons: 

Guy Vander Vliet Clerk 

Laurie Robinson Fellowship 

Paul Anderson Stewardship and Finance 

Morgan Savage Building and Grounds 

LuAnne Petrie Mission—Hands-on Opportunities 

Nancy Holm  Mission—Benevolences 

Articles for the Reformed Informer are due by the 10th of the month for the following month’s issue.  Submissions may be edited.  Email sub-

missions to reformed.informer@cnrc.church. 

Articles/pictures/video for the Reformed Journal should to be sent shortly after an event has been held.  The media can be put on a flash 

drive / memory card (which will be returned to you!) and brought to the church office, or email submissions to journal@cnrc.church. 
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