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SUPERBOWL SUB SALE 
Our youth are an important group of leaders in our church, and the Sen-

ior High Youth Group is raising money to support CNRC’s mission pro-

gram by organizing a sub sale for Super Bowl Sunday on February 2, 

2020.  Look for order forms in the Sunday bulletins during the month of 

January. 
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The consistory and staff of the 

Colts Neck Reformed Church 

wish you peace, health, and  

happiness in the new year! 

 

REFORMED Informer  
Colts Neck Reformed Church 

On January 6, twelve days after Christmas, we celebrate Epiphany.  The 

word “epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “to manifest” or 

“to show”, and on this date the church has traditionally commemorated 

the visit of the magi and the “epiphany” when God showed himself in 

the person of the Baby Jesus to the Gentiles. 

Our Epiphany banners are green, symbolizing nature, regeneration, and 

renewal.  Both tapestries have twelve doves with olive branches, a sym-

bolic representation of the twelve apostles, and have an unending rope 

symbolizing eternity.  On one tapestry the rope encircles four open Bi-

bles, representing the four Gospels given to us by Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John.  Each Bible has a nimbus (halo) to show its holy aspect.  On 

the other tapestry the rope encircles four crosses over an orb represent-
(Continued on page 11) 

CLASSIS MEETING 
The Classis of New Brunswick meets on Sunday afternoon, January 26, at 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  The classis is the regional group-

ing of twenty-eight Reformed Churches that gathers for support and ac-

countability.  Our delegates are Scott Brown, Debi Jensen, Nancy Ruiter, 

and Art Peslak.  The classis continues to be a resource to our congrega-

tions and it continues to seek God’s guidance as the denomination, the 

Reformed Church in America, is discerning how to move forward despite 

deep theological differences, particularly in the understanding of inclu-

sion of people who are gay and the leadership of women.  Our congrega-

tion and our classis believe that the Bible is for the affirmation of all peo-

ple, no matter their sexual orientation and that the leadership gifts of 

women are to be employed fully in the church. 

Rejoice in the 
Lord always; 
again I will 
say, rejoice.  
   (Philippians 4:4) 

EPIPHANY 
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“…in this year of 2020 vision, I hope that you will see well.  But I also hope that you will behold.” 

FOCUS ON FAITH 

Dear friends,  

“Behold” is a great word. It seems 

as though it has fallen out of fash-

ion but I’d like to make a case for 

bringing it back.  Harkening back to 

Shakespearean times, “behold” was 

used more frequently; in fact, in 

translating the King James Version 

of the Bible (1611 AD), it was used 

over 1300 times.  Favorites include, 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive…” 

and “Behold, there was with the 

angel, a multitude of the heavenly 

host…”  

More modern translations have 

translated the Greek word not 

“behold” but rather a more bland, 

“see”.  In this new year, in this year 

of 2020 vision, I hope that you will 

see well.  But I hope you will also 

behold.  In talking during Bible 

studies, we agreed that beholding is 

something special, involving awe 

and wonder.  It’s a “don’t miss 

this!!!”  Rainbows, sunsets, babies: 

Behold! 

The New Testament focus is less on 

beholding and more on believing.  

By the time of the apostle Paul, in-

(Continued on page 11) 

IS THERE CHURCH 
WHEN IT SNOWS? 

If there is a snowstorm or 
other weather emergency, 
there are ways you can find 
updates about the church 
service schedule: 

The church website will be 
updated with any pertinent 
messages listed on the 
front page—just scroll 
down on the home page. 
www.coltsneckreformed.org 

A bulk email will be sent 
detailing any changes to 
the morning worship 
schedule (if you currently 
are NOT receiving the 
weekly (Friday) email from 
the church office, you will 
NOT get the weather email.  
Call the church office if you 
need to be added to this 
email list). 

So, just because there’s 
snow on the ground, don’t 
assume that church is can-
celled—remember, our 
minister has a very short 
commute (just a few steps) 
to get to church! 
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ANNUAL RCA ASSESSMENT 
Every year, each church in the Reformed Church in America is assessed a 

per-member fee in order to help finance the RCA’s services to congregations 

and the theological education and administrative costs of the Reformed 

Church in America.  The 2020 assessment fee is $121.70 per active member.  

Please consider making an additional contribution to help cover this assess-

ment. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
You may now start using your 2020 offering envelopes.  If you have not yet 
picked yours up, they will be located in the narthex of the church through 
the end of the month.  If you give electronically, you have not been assigned 
any envelopes.  If you wish to have offering envelopes assigned, please noti-
fy Pam Licata in the church office and she will provide them for you. 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 
A new signup sheet has been posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

which includes all Sundays through December 2020.  You may bring your 

own flowers or we will have them delivered from Colonial Florist.  If you are 

providing your own flowers, please be sure to indicate that on the signup 

sheet.  The cost of ordering flowers is $15.00 and a check needs to be sent to 

the church office with “flower fund” in the memo.  If you have any questions 

about flowers, please contact the church office at office@cnrc.church or call 

732-462-4555. 

Thank you so much for the wonderful desserts you made for my father’s 
repast.  You could taste the love that went into them.  He was so fortunate 
to be part of such a caring, supportive “church family”.  God bless you, 

Shirley (Garrett Thompson’s daughter) 

http://www.coltsneckreformed.org
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Flowers%20for%20worship


 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
PROGRAM 

Thank you all for your support 

of the 2019 CNRC Christmas 

Gift Program.  Your generosity 

of spirit and dollars has al-

ready brightened, and will 

continue to brighten, both our 

local and global communities.  

Be sure to check out the Mis-

sion Bulletin Board for pic-

tures of the CNRC / Covenant 

House Christmas celebration, 

and news about how your gen-

erosity impacts Gift of Hope 

recipients. 

 

JANUARY HELPING 
HANDS 

We will be collecting gently 
used warm winter outer wear 
and donating all items to 
“Anderson’s Meet the Need”.  
Meet the Need (MTN) is a 501
(c)(3) organization based in 
Monmouth County.  Among 
other activities, MTN hosts 
“pop up” distribution centers 
for the distribution of clothing 
and food throughout Mon-
mouth and Ocean Counties.  
Collection boxes can be found 
in Fellowship Hall and in the 
sanctuary. 
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JANUARY MISSION NEWS 

ST. PETER’S COMMUNITY SUPPER 

As we are in the midst of the holiday season of celebrating Christ’s birth and 

welcoming 2020, we are also preparing to host our next St. Peter’s Episco-

pal Church Outreach Community Supper on Friday, January 10. We’ve set 

the menu to include comfort foods such as beef stew, macaroni and cheese, 

cornbread, and of course delicious desserts to ring in the new year for our 

guests. If you’d like to help those in need this season through this important 

mission, please check out the signup sheet on the Mission Bulletin Board in 

Fellowship Hall. Volunteer opportunities include providing food or supplies 

for the meal, setting up the room, serving dinner, and cleaning up after-

wards. The joy of spreading God’s love through fellowship and compassion 

is an integral reward of participating in any way!  

For more information on hunger statistics and how you can help our local 

food banks, please go to www.feedingamerica.org. 

Sign up on the Mission bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 

CONTACT: Beth Burke 

MISSION TRIP 
When: February 22-29, 2020 

Where: North Carolina 

What: Mission trip  

Details are being finalized for a co-ed adult mission trip to North Carolina to 

join in disaster recovery efforts as communities there continue to heal from 

the devastating effects of Hurricane Florence which hit in the fall of 2018.  

Stay tuned for more information. 

CONTACT: LuAnne Petrie or Greg Robinson 

MISSION 2020 
When: January 16-18, 2020 

Where: Orlando, Florida 

A gathering of RCA representatives will “joyfully celebrate how we have 

transformed the world together over the last 377 years and to imagine God’s 

future for RCA Global Mission”.  Scott Brown, Victa McKenzie, and LuAnne 

Petrie will be attending. 

CONTACT: LuAnne Petrie 

http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=St.%20Peter's%20Community%20Supper%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BETH%20BURKE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Mission%20Trip%20to%20North%20Carolina%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=NC%20Mission%20Trip%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20GREG%20ROBINSON)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Mission%202020%20-%20A%20Gathering%20of%20RCA%20Representatives%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LUANNE%20PETRIE)


 

COME TO CHURCH SCHOOL! 
After taking a break from The Story during the Advent season, Church School 

classes begin the month of January with a study about the visit of the Kings 

from the East, and then will continue their study of the Old Testament along 

with the adults, using The Story as their guide.  Church School is fun!  Take a 

peek at your kids and their teachers in action.  Did you see how much fun they 

were having?  They enjoyed learning the stories of Christmas and making or-

naments.  In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus said, “Let the little children come 

to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 

heaven belongs.”  We hope to see all our children in Church School in 2020! 

COFFEE AND  
FELLOWSHIP 

This refreshment time only 

happens with the help of vol-

unteer hosts, like you!  Team 

up with friends or as part of a 

church group (church school 

class, a Bible study group, a book 

group, etc.) The hosts provide 

finger foods (store-bought or 

homemade cookies, brownies, 

doughnuts, etc.) and milk for 

coffee.  Everything else is provid-

ed (coffee, tea, paper products, 

lemonade mix) along with de-

tailed instructions.  Hosts also 

serve and clean up. 

To make it easy on yourself, re-

member: 

Keep it simple!  Coffee and 
Fellowship is meant to provide a 
bite to eat, not a meal. 

Keep the focus!  This is a time 
of fellowship and sharing.  
Items need not be homemade—
it’s not a baking contest!—store-
bought is perfectly fine. 

Keep in touch!  Contact 
   Dianne O’Hara 

(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or 
Pam Licata 
(office@cnrc.church)—with 
questions or to be paired up 
with another family. 

 

OUR NEWSLETTER 
PRIVACY PRACTICES 

You may notice that throughout 
the newsletter, we don’t disclose 
the email addresses, phone num-
bers, or physical addresses of our 
volunteers (unless the volunteer 
has specifically asked us to do so).  
We do this to protect their priva-
cy.  It would certainly make it 
easier for you to contact them if 
we included their contact infor-
mation in our articles, but doing 
so exposes their information to 
anyone, anywhere who finds the 
information on the internet.  We 
ask that you look for their infor-
mation in your church directory 
(updated directories are availa-
ble in the church office), check 
the weekly bulletin announce-
ments, or contact the church of-
fice and we will make the infor-
mation available to you.  We will 
continue to print contact infor-
mation for staff members.  
Thanks for understanding! 
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION—JOIN A BIBLE STUDY! 
Are you enjoying our church-wide study of the Bible called The Story?  When 

you hear the sermon, do you think, “I wish I knew more about that scrip-

ture”?  Do your children come home from Church School excited about what 

they have learned and want to tell you about their lessons? 

Make a New Year’s Resolution to come to a Bible Study where you can watch 

a video and then join into discussion about our lesson in The Story.  Our 

church offers six Bible Studies which are designed to meet the needs of differ-

ent groups of people.  All six Bible Studies are ready and eager to accept new 

members.  Bibles and discussion guides are available for anyone who needs 

them. Read through the descriptions and see which of the studies might be of 

interest to you!  For all of the studies, you can come to as many sessions as 

your schedule allows.  All of the studies are discussion based and all ideas 

and questions are welcome.  Come when you can and learn each time you 

come!  

NURSERY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
As we begin the new calendar year, the 

Nursery School starts to think about their 

next school year!  Although it’s months 

and seasons away, September 2020 will be 

here before we know it!  With that said, we 

are very excited about the programs that 

will be available to our youngest church 

members.  We would love to tell you about 

our playgroup programs, our preschool 

programs, our full-day classes for four-

year-olds, our new curriculum, our music 

program, our enrichment classes and so 

much more!  Come to see what we have in 

store for you and your child for 2020 by 

visiting us at our open house during the 

week of January 13-17. 
click image to enlarge 

On behalf of my entire family, thank you for the support, prayers, and 

visits while my parents were at the Reformed Church Home.  To Rev-

erend Brown and Pastor Jensen for their visits, the music groups for 

their programs, and the entire church community.  We are blessed to 

be a part of the church.  Thank you—Margaret Carmeli 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/Coffee_Hour_1903.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/Coffee_Hour_1903.pdf
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Coffee%20and%20Fellowship
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Coffe%20and%20Fellowship
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/Nursery_School_january_open_house_2020.pdf


 

OUR ONGOING GROUPS  

(click the group’s title for de-
tailed information on the group) 

Women’s Book Discussion 
Group: Jan. 14, noon—Pavilion 
of Women by Pearl Buck.  Host-
ess: Victa McKenzie.  Contact: 
Lynne Garner 

Women of D’Vine: Jan. 7, 7:00 
p.m. Hostess: Linda Torchia.  
Contact: Sandy Anderson 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 
Sundays, 11:00 a.m., Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact: Ben Zaccaria 

Young Women’s Bible Study: 
Dates and locations vary.  Contact: 
Nancy Holm 

Women’s Coffee Break Bible 
Study: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m., 
Ministry Center Conference 
Room.  Contact: Barb Tucker 

Thursday Evening Bible 
Study: Thursdays, 6:00 p.m., 
Ministry Center Conference 
Room.  Contact: Debi Jensen 

Senior Bible Study: Fridays, 
10:00 a.m., Ministry Center Con-
ference Room.  Contact: Scott 
Brown 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: 
will not meet in January.  Contact: 
Art Peslak 

Knit One, Pray Too!: Jan. 14 
and 28.  Contact: Donna Mulligan  

Piece Makers Quilting Group: 
Mondays, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall. Contact: Nancy Feuster 

Holy Yoga: see schedule.  Con-
tact: Barb Tucker 

Chronic Pain and Illness:  
Monday, Jan. 6, 11:00 a.m., Per-
kins Restaurant, Colts Neck.  Con-
tact: Lonnie Howlett 

Single Active Seniors: Our 
Single Active Seniors group is on 
hiatus while the group’s leader, 
Gerry Romano, focuses on her 
health.  Please pray for Gerry. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT 2020 

Offsite: 
When: Friday, January 24, 7:00 p.m. — Saturday January 25, 5:00 p.m. 

Where: Chateau Inn and Suites, Spring Lake, New Jersey 

Cost: single—$145; double—$120 per person; triple—$85 per person 

Onsite:  
When: Sunday, January 26, Noon — 4:30 p.m. 

Where: Ministry Center 

Cost: $30 

All women of the congregation (and their friends!) are invited to come for “a 

time of sanctuary”.  Sanctuary can be found in so many places, with a varie-

ty of people, doing myriad things or nothing at all.  One of our calls as 

(Continued on page 11) 

COME OUT FOR DANCE LESSONS IN MARCH! 
The Fellowship Committee will present a four-week series of dance lessons 

on Sunday evenings in March.  Save the dates of March 1, 8, 15, and 22 from 

7:00—8:00 p.m.  Eileen Farrell will return as our instructor, and this time 

we will learn (or brush up on...) the “Swing” in Fellowship Hall.  This will be 

a great way to get together with others for fun and exercise!  More details 

and sign-ups to follow soon.  We hope you can join us! 

CONTACT: Laurie Robinson 

ELEMENTARY YOUTH 

GROUP 

Our Elementary Youth Group 

(EYG) for youth in grades 2—5 

have had lots of fun in the Com-

munity Center kitchen so far this 

year.  We held our first ever “Bake 

Off” competition, where teams 

competed on teamwork, leader-

ship, following instructions, and 

presentation.  Chef Louie from 

The Little Mermaid was our guest 

celebrity judge! 

In November we gave thanks for 

all of the church school teachers 

and administrators in our church 

family with gifts of EYG baked 

cookies.  And we started out the 

(Continued on page 12) 

JR./SR. HIGH YOUTH 
GROUP 
Youth Group Lock-in: On Sat-

urday, February 1, we will have a 

lock-in beginning at 6:00 p.m. at 

the Horans’ house at 28 Village 

Lane.  We’ll watch movies, play 

games, and just have fun!  Then, 

on Sunday morning, we’ll assem-

ble the subs for the Super Bowl 

Sub Sale.  Sign up in Fellowship 

Hall. 

Sub Sale helpers needed! 

Helpers are need on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 2, for periods of time be-

tween 8:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

(before or after you attend wor-

ship) to make and distribute the 
(Continued on page 12) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NL2001WomensBook.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NL2001WomensBook.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women's%20Book%20Discussion%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LYNNE%20GARNER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLWomenOfD_Vine2019.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women%20of%20D'Vine%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20SANDY%20ANDERSON)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Sunday%20Morning%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BEN%20ZACCARIA)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Young%20Women's%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20NANCY%20HOLM)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women's%20Coffee%20Break%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BARB%20TUCKER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Thursday%20Evening%20Bible%20Study
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:revscottbrown@cnrc.church?subject=Senior%20Bible%20Study
mailto:revscottbrown@cnrc.church?subject=Senior%20Bible%20Study
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLBibleStudiesTheStory.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Men's%20Breakfast%20Bible%20Study%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20ART%20PESLAK)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLKnitOnePrayToo.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Knit%20One,%20Pray%20Too!%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20DONNA%20MULLIGAN)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLPiecemakersQuilters.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Piecemakers%20Quilting%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20NANCY%20FEUSTER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLHolyYoga.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NL1912HolyYoga.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Holy%20Yoga%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20BARB%20TUCKER)
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3666dc4-cc04-4b36-adc3-ad6e8cb42b10/documents/NLChronicPain.pdf
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Chronic%20Pain/Illness%20Support%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LONNIE%20HOWLETT)
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Dance%20Lessons%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LAURIE%20ROBINSON)


 

PRAYER CHAIN 
“What is a prayer chain?” you 
ask.  It’s a group of people 
from the church who take time 
to pray for others.  When 
someone needs prayers, his/
her name and need is added to 
the list, the information is sent 
via email to those on the 
chain, and the prayers begin.  
To be added to this group, 
contact Dianne O’Hara 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church). 

If you have a prayer request 
that you would like to have 
sent out to the prayer chain 
and included in the weekly 
bulletin announcements, 
email Dianne 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or 
call the church office.  Email 
requests and requests left on 
voicemail that are received 
after 3:00 p.m. or on a Friday 
will be sent out on the next 
work-day.  If you have an ur-
gent request and Dianne is not 
available, speak to Pam Licata 
in the church office.  The 
deadline to submit a request 
to be printed in the bulletin 
announcements is Friday, by 
9:00 a.m. 

Before submitting a request, 
please make sure you have 
permission from the person 
for whom we will be praying. 
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YOUR DAILY PRAYERS ARE NEEDED 
Please include the following members of our church family in your prayers.  

In addition to your prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 

call or (if local) visit.  If you would like to be added to our rotating list of visi-

tors, contact Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church).  This requires a com-

mitment of one visit every two to three months. 

 Gavin Femiano, treatment for neurofibromatosis (NF) Type 1 

 Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie Howlett, ongoing health 

concerns 

 Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler, autoimmune diseases 

 Noelle, a friend of the Horan family, dealing with depression 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 Tim Slisky, son of Vera Santucci, ongoing medical concerns 

 Ginny Yanchus, Beth Burke’s mother, ongoing health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home which includes Marge Flock 

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO: 

 Jane Rappleyea and family on the death of her mother, Lillian Dalane, 

on December 10, 2019 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO: 

 Adrianne Spota and Jim Walker on the birth of their grandchild, Savan-

nah May Walker, on November 28, 2019 

 Claire and Mark Morris and family on the marriage of their daughter, 

Eileen Morris, to Andrew DeSilvio on December 13, 2019 

 Sara and Jay Moran and family on the baptism of their son, Colton Mo-

ran, on December 22, 2019 

Please keep Rev. Scott Brown, Pastor Debi Jensen, or Di-
anne O’Hara informed as to when you or a family member 
is hospitalized AND discharged.  Hospitals cannot provide 
this information to us. 

See our website for 

information 

on our Health 

and Wellness 

offerings, in-

cluding  Holy 

Yoga, HERE. 

CHURCH-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
If you or someone you know is in need of low cost mental health services, 

please contact Lorrie McGough at mcgoughlpc@gmail.com or 732-784-

3394 and ask for a telephone screening.  Lorrie is a licensed professional 

counselor who provides services on our church campus.  She is available to 

see clients (church members and non-church members alike) during the 

week on our church campus.  The fee for the services is a sliding scale sug-

gested donation.  Services will not be denied to anyone due to financial cir-

cumstances. 

mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20prayer%20chain
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Prayer%20request
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Rotating%20list%20of%20visitors
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/health-and-wellness
mailto:mcgoughlpc@gmail.com?subject=Church-based%20mental%20health%20services


 

DO YOU KNOW THAT 
OUR CHURCH OFFERS: 

A Chronic/Illness Pain Sup-
port Group? 

This group provides fellowship 
for those with chronic illness 
or pain, as well as for those 
who have a loved one dealing 
with these issues.  They are 
not defined by their chronic 
illness or pain, yet because 
they have it in common, it 
connects them to one another.  
They support each other 
through sharing experiences, 
feelings, and knowledge.  They 
also just have a great time to-
gether sharing a meal and a 
laugh!  This group meets the 
first Monday of each month at 
11:00 a.m. at Perkins Restau-
rant in Colts Neck.  Join them 
on January 6—new members 
are always welcome! 

CONTACT:  Lonnie Howlett 

7 

THE REFORMED 
ENVIRONMENTALIST 

Great shampoo shouldn't have 

to come at Earth’s expense.  

Solid shampoo gives the same 

great wash you get with a liquid 

shampoo and each bar elimi-

nates about 2.45 oz. of single 

use plastics from our landfills.  

There are many brands availa-

ble—find them online at 

Etsy.com or on Amazon.  You 

can also find them at the “Lush” 

store in the Freehold Raceway 

Mall.  A long-lasting alternative 

to bottled shampoo, a simple 

soap dish is all you need to keep 

your shampoo for months! 

CANNING AND CRAFTS 

Our Canning Crew, led by Carol McCoy, loves to create jarred goodies to 

be sold at the EDE Bazaar. Our Crafters, led by Adrianne Spota and Mary 

Van Mater, create beautiful crafts to be sold at the EDE Bazaar.  Join 

them all on February 9, 2020, at noon in Fellowship Hall as they team up 

to make Lemon Ginger Marmalade, Corn Relish and a craft to sell at the 

EDE next November. 

Bring your own knife and cutting board, or borrow from us. 

A $5.00 donation towards supplies is appreciated. 

Please sign-up on the board in Fellowship Hall. 

CONTACT: Dianne O’Hara, cnrc.care@cnrc.church. 

SPECIAL NEEDS WORSHIP 

Once a month, Colts Neck Reformed Church offers a “Joyful Noise Wor-

ship Service” which is a service geared toward adults and children with 

developmental disabilities and their families and caregivers.  The service 

takes place on the first Sunday of every month at 1:00 pm in the church’s 

sanctuary.  The service this month is on January 5. 

The service: 

 is shorter 

 involves a lot of interaction, movement, and repetition 

 has no expectation of silence or even staying in one’s seat.   

 uses soft lighting which benefits individuals prone to sensory overload 

 offers a quiet room—a place where the worshippers can go if they 

need a break from stimulation 

The essential message of love and joy for all God’s people is presented in a 

simplified, meaningful way.  It is a time of Christian worship, with songs, 

prayers, Bible readings, communion, and fellowship.  Worshippers are 

invited to participate at whatever level they find comfortable.  Please 

spread the word!  This is for our church family as well as the community! 

CONTACT: Debi Jensen, associate.pastor@cnrc.church 

   Dianne O’Hara, cnrc.care@cnrc.church. 

mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Chronic%20Pain%20Support%20Group%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20LONNIE%20HOWLETT)
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Canning%20and%20Crafting
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Joyful%20Noise%20Worship%20Service
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Joyful%20Noise%20Worship%20Service


 

“...Andre Thomas’ Mass combines the power of love and joy with 
the beauty and sophistication of top-tier choral music.” 

OUR MUSIC ENSEMBLES SPREAD “JOY” 

Our sanctuary was filled with “The Sounds of Christmas” on Sunday, De-

cember 8, to a packed house.  The music of Celebration Ringers, Jubilation! 

and Alleluia Jazz put everyone in the Christmas spirit.  We even had a sing-

along with the audience of Joy to the World with bells and organ! 

Our Exultation Ringers “wowed” the audience at Monmouth University’s 

“Seasons Greetings” concert on December 12 with renditions of “To the 

World, Joy!”, “The Man with the Bag”, “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”, and 

(Continued on page 12) 

OUR MUSICAL 
ENSEMBLES 
Click on a group’s name to 
learn more about it) 

Cherub Choir: 
vocal, pre-k and kindergar-
ten 

Angel Choir: 
vocal, grades 1-3 

Alleluia Choir: 
vocal, grades 4-6 

Jubilation!: 
vocal, grades 7-12+ 

Sanctuary Choir: 
vocal, adults 

Singing With the Seniors: 
vocal, adults 

Alleluia Jazz: 
instrumental, high school 
and adults 

Echo Ringers: 
handbells, grade 3 and up 

Joyful Ringers: 
handbells, grade 6 and up 

Celebration Ringers: 
handbells, high school+ 

Exultation Ringers: 
handbells, adults 

Morning Bells: 
handbells, adults 

Men’s/Women’s Ensembles: 
vocal, adult men / adult 
women 

Instrumentalists: 
high school and adult 
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SINGING WITH THE SENIORS IN JANUARY 

Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic songs?  Can you spare an 

hour or so on a Wednesday and/or Saturday morning once a month?  If so, this 

is the group for you!  This is not a choir that sings for senior citizens, rather it’s 

a group who sings with them.  And you can sign up month by month—come 

when you can!  Our schedule for January is as follows: 

 Saturday, January 18, at Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck.             

Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or at church at 11:00 a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

 Wednesday, January 22, at the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge.  

Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at church at 10:00 a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to indicate 

your availability.  CONTACT: Maggie Tripold, music@cnrc.church 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS 

Our Sanctuary Choir will begin re-

hearsals in January for a wonderful 

new gospel-style mass by composer 

Andre J. Thomas.  A true testament 

to his strength and skill as a compos-

er, Andre Thomas' Mass combines 

the power of love and joy with the 

beauty and sophistication of top-tier 

choral music.  The gospel style of the 

work is authentic and approachable, 

appropriate for the concert stage or 

worship services.  The five move-

ments are: Kyrie; Gloria; Credo; 

Sanctus; Agnus Dei.  This work is 

being performed at Carnegie Hall on 

April 6, 2020, and will be conducted 

by the composer himself. 

Sanctuary Choir will sing Mass: A 

Celebration of Love and Joy on Sun-

day, March 29.  If you are not cur-

rently a choir member but would like 

to sing this musical work with us, 

please contact Maggie Tripold at mu-

sic@cnrc.church for information 

about our rehearsal schedule. 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY 

https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/children-youth-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/instrumentalists
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/handbell-choirs
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/adult-choir-opportunities
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/instrumentalists
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Singing%20WITH%20the%20Seniors
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Mass:%20A%20Celebration%20of%20Love%20and%20Joy
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Mass:%20A%20Celebration%20of%20Love%20and%20Joy


 

At the Colts Neck Reformed Church, the 9:15 a.m. worship service coordi-
nates with our church school educational opportunities for 3-year-olds 
through 7th graders.  As such, this service contains a “gospel for children” 
and also makes available a “family room” where the worship service is sim-
ulcast in a room where parents can bring infants and children who might 
be more comfortable in a less formal church environment.  Professional 
nursery care for infants and toddlers is provided at both the 9:15 and the 
11:00 a.m. worship services.  The 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services provide the 
same sermon, hymns, prayers, and special music. 
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JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, JAN. 5—SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRIST-
MAS 
Resuming The Story, we worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. and will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper at both services.  Music will be offered by the Sanc-
tuary Choir.  Church School and Youth Choir rehearsals resume today.  Zach 
McCafferty is our confirmation liturgist.  We’ll be focusing on the early years of 
the Old Testament pivotal figure David (Chapter 11 of The Story, “From Shep-
herd to King”). 

SUNDAY, JAN. 12—FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY 
Join your church family for worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Music 
will be offered by the Sanctuary Choir at both services.  We look at Chapter 12 
of the The Story, “The Trials of a King”.  Connor Burke is liturgist. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 19—SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY 
We worship today at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Exultation Ringers provide service 
music.  Cayla Lamegos-Outwin is our liturgist.  We look at the biblical figure of 
King Solomon and find relevance for today as we consider lessons from his life. 
(Chapter 13 of The Story, “The King Who Had it All”) 

SUNDAY, JAN. 26—THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY 
Join us for worship today at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Brayden Savage is the confir-
mation liturgist.  Music is offered by Morning Bells and Sanctuary Choir at 
both services.  We will consider “A Kingdom Torn in Two” and applications for 
today from this period of Old Testament history (Chapter 14 of The Story). 

Dear Colts Neck Reformed Church, The trustees of Raising Hope for 

Others would like to thank you for donating high-top tables to the 

RHO fundraiser on Saturday, August 3rd.  Thanks to your generosi-

ty, we were able to help RJ Thompson with his medical bills as well 

make sizable donations to Mary’s Place By the Sea, The Cancer In-

stitute of New Jersey, and Make a Wish Foundation.  The fundraiser 

was a tremendous success and was a day of fun for the families who 

attended.  Next year the RHO fundraiser will be held on the second 

Saturday in August  (8/18/20) and it is our hope that you will sup-

port us again next year.  Sincerely yours—Laura, Patrice, and Helen 
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Our Pre-School class is led by Alyssa Giles and Krissy 

Garside with help from assistants Nina Rizzo, Amanda 

Geissler, Veronica Banat, Caitlin MacClellan, and Emily 

Contract.  They are enjoying making Christmas orna-

ments to take home. 

Our Kindergarten and 1st graders have wonderful teach-

ers and assistants.  We give thanks to Noelle Soi, Yolanda 

Howard, and Aly Naysmith for leading our class.  Each 

Sunday, they are helped by our teenage assistants Rachel 

Howard, Julia Contract, Kiersten Geissler, and Josh Nes-

torowicz. 

The 2nd/3rd graders enjoy their beautifully decorated 

room as they write prayers of thanks to put on their bulle-

tin board.  Their teachers are Jillian Sherman and Chris-

tin Outwin and assistants are Cayla Lamegos-Outwin and 

Marian Hager. 

4th and 5th graders are writing cards to send to their Adopt-

A-Friend (a person in our congregation who may find it 

hard to come to church) and also to our Compassion child 

from Uganda, Morgan.  This lively class is led by Andrew 

Spears and Becky Axtell. 

6th and 7th graders meet in our Conference Room where 

they can watch videos from The Story as they learn the 

Old Testament lessons.  The class is led by Shawn Burke 

and Kathy Rodman. 

(From page 4—Come to Church School) 



 

fluenced by Greek philosophy, there was less 

emphasis on the heart and more on the 

head, less about feeling and more about 

thinking.  Thinking is certainly important 

but during this new year, I encourage you to 

also regularly stop and figuratively smell the 

roses, to go “wow”, and to behold the very 

handiwork of God; you’ll find that examples 

are all around. 

Grateful for you and the blessing you are to 

me and to many—Happy New Year!  God 

bless you. 

(Continued from page 2 - Focus on Faith) 
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Christians is to create and provide sanctuary for one another as we journey as God’s children.  In fact, 

women have been doing this since the beginning of time.  I wonder what sanctuary looks like for you—to 

desire it, create it, experience it, and share it.  Let’s gather together and share the ways we have experi-

enced sanctuary, the ways we have missed it, and the ways we can create and offer sanctuary to others so 

that all of us together may know God better while remembering that none of us travels alone. 

Our speaker this year is the Reverend Dawn Alpaugh, an ordained Reformed Church minister since 2011 

and a fun person! 

There are two ways to participate in the ever-enriching, spiritually-nurturing, friendship-building wom-

en’s retreat—the offsite, two-day option and the compressed onsite one-day option.  Both options will 

contain the same content. 

For those who enjoy the “get-away-from-home” opportunity to relax, renew, and refresh with other 

women, the over-night offsite option is good for you.  Choose from single, double, or triple occupancy; 

all rooms have a private bath.  Your payment includes accommodations for one night, all programming, 

and breakfast and lunch on Saturday.  The retreat concludes after late afternoon worship on Saturday; 

dinner is not included.  You must sign up and be fully paid (check made out to Colts Neck Reformed 

Church, with “women’s retreat” in the memo) by January 12.  Details and a sign-up sheet are available in 

Fellowship Hall. 

A terrific option for those who prefer to sleep in their own beds or for whom a 22-hour time commit-

ment is too great, is the onsite one day option.  The cost for this option is $30 which includes lunch and 

all programming.  Details and a sign-up sheet are also available in Fellowship Hall for this option; how-

ever, payment is not due until January 19. 

CONTACT: Kay Brown 

(Continued from page 5—Women’s Retreat) 

ing the spread of the Gospel through the world.  

The vine encircling each tapestry represents 

Christ.  The four evangelists are represented by 

winged creatures—wings denoting their divine 

mission:  Matthew is represented as a winged 

man because his Gospel traces Jesus’ human ge-

nealogy and teaches about the human nature of 

Christ; the open Bible he holds depicts God 

speaking to humanity through the Word.  Mark is 

depicted as a winged lion because his Gospel 

communicates the royal nature of Christ.  Luke is 

represented as a winged ox (the sacrificial animal 

of the Jews) because his Gospel and the book of 

Acts give a full account of the sacrificial death of 

Jesus Christ.  John is depicted as a rising eagle 

because in his Gospel “his gaze pierced farther 

into the mysteries of heaven than that of any oth-

er man”. 

(Continued from page 1—Epiphany) 

mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Women's%20Retreat%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20KAY%20BROWN)


 

Visit our  

website for 

lots of great 

information 

about the 

Colts Neck 

Reformed 

Church 
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Christmas season with a fun Gingerbread House decorating party, led by Kristine Schmocker and her 

magic.  A record 32 children participated, 12 of whom were friends of EYG’ers! 

More fun lies ahead in the coming months!  Suggestions by our youth include a game night, Sardines 

(sort of reverse Hide-and-Seek), and another Monmouth County Youth theatre workshop.  Suggestions 

are always welcome!  Please contact Jeanne Sokol with ideas and questions! 

(Continued from page 5—Elementary Youth Group) 

sub sandwiches.  We are looking for youth volunteers and 

adult assistants as well—it’s a lot of fun!  Proceeds help sup-

port the mission programming here at CNRC.  Sign up on 

the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 

Souper Bowl of Caring:  On Super Bowl Sunday, Febru-

ary 2, the Senior High youth will be taking a special collec-

tion of $1.00 or a can of soup.  Everything collected will be 

donated to Open Door Food Pantry in Freehold.  We will 

have reminders in the January bulletin announcements. 

CONTACT: Paul and Debbie Horan, youth@cnrc.church 

(Continued from page 5—Senior High Youth Group) 

“Hallelujah Chorus” with the Monmouth 

University choirs.  We always enjoy hav-

ing the audience members come up after 

the concert to see and try out the bells! 

Morning Bells gave concerts at The Ar-

bors in Spring Lake and Applewood Es-

tates in Freehold in December, complete 

with Christmas carol sing-alongs with 

the audiences! 

(Continued from page 8—Our Musical 

Ensembles Spread Joy) 

https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/
https://www.coltsneckreformed.org/
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=EYG%20(PLEASE%20FORWARD%20TO%20JEANNE%20SOKOL)
mailto:youth@cnrc.church?subject=Youth%20Program


 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

The Colts Neck Reformed 
Church welcomes you to 
come and be refreshed by 
the Word of God, times of 
prayer and praise, and the 
community of God’s people!  
We are a welcoming and 
affirming congregation, 
committed to affirm the 
beauty, value, and gifts of all 
people.  These commitments 
are not subject to a person’s 
color, race, ethnicity, place 
of origin, age, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, rela-
tionship status (single, mar-
ried, separated, divorced), 
socio-economic situation, or 
a person’s mental, physical, 
or emotional health or abil-
ity.  All are invited to partic-
ipate in worshipping our 
gracious God and all are 
included in a community of 
faith, service and joy.   

COLTS NECK REFORMED CHURCH 

P.O. Box 57  ⬧  139 Route 537  ⬧  Colts Neck  ⬧  NJ  ⬧  07722 

Church office phone: 732-462-4555  ⬧  Nursery school phone: 732-462-4662 

Fax: 732-866-9545  ⬧  Church office email: office@cnrc.church  ⬧  website: http://www.coltsneckreformed.org 

Church office administrative hours: Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (summer hours vary) 

OFFICE STAFF 

Scott D. Brown—Minister 

Extension 111; Home: 732-683-0530; email: revscottbrown@cnrc.church 

Debi Jensen—Pastor 

Extension 122; Home: 732-747-3963; email: associate.pastor@cnrc.church 

Maggie Tripold—Director of Music and Worship Arts 

Extension 114; email: music@cnrc.church 

Stacey Savage—Director of Early Childhood Ministries 

Extension 108; Direct line: 732-462-4662; email: nurseryschool@cnrc.church 

Dianne O’Hara—Congregational Care Coordinator, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

Extension 112; email: cnrc.care@cnrc.church 

Paul and Debbie Horan—Directors of Youth Ministries 

email: youth@cnrc.church 

David Tripold, Ph.D—Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director 

Pam Licata—Church Administrator/Secretary 

Extension 110; email: office@cnrc.church 

Joy Lenz—Administrative Assistant, Nursery School Secretary, Newsletter Editor 

Extension 116; email: joy.lenz@cnrc.church, reformed.informer@cnrc.church 

CONSISTORY  

Elders: 

Reed Feuster  Vice President 

Barbara Battles Worship 

Alyssa Giles  Christian Education 

Jane Rappleyea Administrative Leadership 

Sean Horan  Discipleship for Youth / Young Adult Ministries 

Katie Gilpin  Assimilation and Outreach 

Deacons: 

Guy Vander Vliet Clerk 

Laurie Robinson Fellowship 

Paul Anderson Stewardship and Finance 

Morgan Savage Building and Grounds 

LuAnne Petrie Mission—Hands-on Opportunities 

Nancy Holm  Mission—Benevolences 

Articles for the Reformed Informer are due by the 10th of the month for the following month’s issue.  Submissions may be edited.  Email sub-

missions to reformed.informer@cnrc.church. 

Articles/pictures/video for the Reformed Journal should to be sent shortly after an event has been held.  The media can be put on a flash 

drive / memory card (which will be returned to you!) and brought to the church office, or email submissions to journal@cnrc.church. 
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