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KEEP THESE DATES IN MIND! 

• Sunday, September 8, Rally 
Day and church picnic! 

• On Sunday, September 15, we 
return to two worship ser-
vices—9:15 and 11:00 a.m. 

Welcome to a new program year! 

 

REFORMED Informer  
Colts Neck Reformed Church 

WHAT GROUPS AND PROGRAMS DO WE OFFER? 

Here we are at the beginning of a new and exciting program year—it seems like summer 

just began, but here we are, planning for fall!  We are blessed with a thriving church with 

many opportunities to get involved, and now is a great time to do so.  All of our programs 

are very happy to include new members, so whether you are new to the church or have 

been attending for years,  jump in and try a new Bible study group, or join our book 

(Continued on page 15) 

RALLY DAY / PICNIC — SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

We begin our new program year on Sunday, September 8.  Come along as we celebrate 

“God’s Story… Our Story”.  We will worship at one service, beginning at 9:15 a.m.; nurse-

ry care for infants and toddlers is available.  This celebration is geared toward adults as 

well as school-aged children; families are encouraged to worship together. 

Following worship, join us inside Colts Neck Fire House #1, a few doors west on Route 

537, for our Ministry Expo which highlights the many ministry/mission opportunities 

at the church.  This is a great time to sign up for church school and children’s music pro-

gramming. 

After visiting the expo, gather with us outside under the pavilion for our annual Church 

Picnic, held rain or shine.  All are welcome and encouraged to join the fun, just make 

sure to sign up during Patio Refreshments or call the church office.  We will be serving 

hamburgers, hotdogs, and assorted salads.  Water will be provided.  Please bring whatev-

er else you’d like to drink as well as a lawn chair.  We will have a dunk tank as well as an 

ice cream truck.  To offset costs, the church is requesting $8 per adult (high school and 

above), and $5 for ages 5 through 8th grade; children under 5 are free!  

OUR FOCUS FOR THE COMING YEAR  by Scott Brown 
We base our faith and salvation on God—who is revealed through the stories of the Bible.  

Yet the Bible isn’t always easy to read or comprehend, certainly without explanation.  So 

this program year, as a congregation we’ll  go deeper into understanding our faith with a 

comprehensive, intergenerational, multifaceted study of the Old Testament.   

To do this, we’ll use The Story, an abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel.  

There are no verse references, and scripture segments are seamlessly woven together 

with transition text into a single grand narrative.  Simple, accessible, and easy to use, The 

Story brings the Bible to life and, I pray, the broad scope of God’s message will penetrate 

your heart.  People of all ages will be swept up in the story of God’s love and God’s plan 

for our lives. 

The sermons on Sundays will chronologically walk through some of the major stories of 

the Bible, putting events in context while seeking relevance to today and application for 

our lives.  Each week, all of our church school classes will be studying the same story in 

their classes as the story that is the basis of the sermon, allowing parents and children to 

discuss the stories and lessons together (see related story on page 4).  We will also have 

(Continued on page 15) 
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“We’ve decided to create two different communication pieces—one more 
like a digital newspaper and the other a digital journal.” 

In our form of church governance, the consistory is the body which has authoritative 

responsibility.  It is something akin to the republican form of government where the gen-

eral population elects representatives who then enact legislation on their behalf.  So, 

while our consistory is the decision-making body, each September, we hold a congrega-

tional meeting to share information with our members. 

There are typically four components of our annual meeting—a slideshow, a review of 

church finances, a “State of the Church” vision-casting address, and the election of elders 

and deacons.  This year, rather than having one meeting during the week which encom-

passes all four of these components, we are presenting the parts separately.  The slide 

show, which is a photo-recap of activities throughout the year, will now be shared season-

ally in our new congregational e-journal (see above—Focus on Faith).  The review of 

church finances with the opportunity for congregational comment will happen at 10:30 

a.m. on Sunday, September 15th, in the sanctuary—all are welcomed and encouraged to 

attend.  The “State of the Church” vision-casting address will be embedded in the sermon 

on Rally Day, September 8th (one service at 9:15 a.m.).  Also, as part of the Rally Day 

service, our incoming elders and deacons will be elected. 

For the September 15th meeting, copies of the Annual Report will be available at the sanc-

tuary entrances/exits.  This is an important document that summarizes the ministry of 

our congregation over the past year (July 1,2018—June 30, 2019).  In this report you will 

find information about programs enjoyed; mission partners supported; a list of new 

members, baptisms, marriages, funerals; and a summary of our finances.  If you’d like a 

copy of the report emailed to you, please contact the church office at office@cnrc.church. 

FOCUS ON FAITH 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Dear Friends,  

We’ve got a vital and active congregation.  

To serve that congregation, we have many 

programs and opportunities for fellow-

ship, Bible study, worship, and service.  

Not everything is for everyone—but I’m 

confident that there is something for each 

person to help deepen your faith and 

strengthen your journey with Jesus.  I’m 

routinely asking myself, “with such myriad 

opportunities, how do we communicate 

best?”.  Recognizing that people receive 

information differently, we: 1) share select 

news items on Sunday morning; 2) print 

bulletin announcements; 3) have a web-

site; 4) send out a Friday email blast with 

weekend highlights and a brief message 

from staff; 5) share prayer needs through 

an online prayer chain; 6) have a year-in-

review annual report; 7) have brochures,  

 

8) pamphlets; and significantly 9) our 

newsletter, The Reformed Informer, 

which ten months ago moved to a new 

format, adding creative, colorful, digital 

communication.  Yet I think we’re trying 

to accomplish too much for one format; 

thus we’ve decided to create two different 

communication pieces—one more like a 

digital newspaper and the other a digital 

journal. 

Beginning with this issue, you’ll continue 

to receive (and I sincerely hope, read) The 

Reformed Informer which will be released 

near the beginning of each month.  Like a 

newspaper, it will answer “who, what, 

“where, when”—providing details of future 

events (including the monthly calendar), 
(Continued on page 15) 

HYMN SING—AUGUST 25 

The singing of hymns is one of 

the hallmarks of our worship-

ping life as a congregation.  

Many of you have favorites that 

have strengthened your faith 

over the years.  You will have 

the opportunity to request your 

favorite hymn at our annual 

summer Hymn Sing on Sun-

day, August 25.  As you come 

into the sanctuary that morn-

ing for 9:15 a.m. worship, you 

will be given a slip of paper on 

which to write your favorite 

hymn.  During the service, we’ll 

collect the requests and select a 

number of them at random to 

sing together.  This is always a 

special Sunday in the life of our 

congregation! 
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NEW MEMBER CLASS 
Are you interested in joining the church or learning more about us?  We will offer a New 

Member Class on Wednesday, October 16, from 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the Ministry Center 

conference room.  If you are interested in becoming a member, we ask that you attend 

this class where the Rev. Scott Brown will talk about the history of The Colts Neck Re-

formed Church and what it means to be a member. (See page 11 of this newsletter for a 

more in-depth description of the class.)  If interested in attending, please contact Dianne 

O’Hara at cnrc.care@cnrc.church or call the church office to register. 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
We will be hosting our biannual blood drive for the Red Cross on Wednesday, October 2, between 

the hours of 3:30 and 8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please consider contributing to this worth-

while cause.  Sixty percent of the population is eligible to donate blood, yet only five percent actu-

ally do.  Donation is not difficult and could save someone’s life.  Surgery patients, accident vic-

tims, leukemia and other cancer patients, premature babies, cardiac patients, and burn victims 

are just a few of the people who depend on blood and blood products for recovery. 

Sign-ups begin on Rally Day, Sunday, September 8, at the Ministry Expo.  Just add your name to 

the sign-up poster (the poster will be in Fellowship Hall after Rally Day).  Any questions, contact 

Kathy Rodman at 732-236-0737 or krodman2@gmail.com, or Cathy Della Fera at 732-462-4171 

or loca2@optonline.net. 

ST. PETER’S BY THE 
NUMBERS 
As fall approaches, CNRC is honored 
to be entering our ninth year of sup-
porting the St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church Outreach Community Supper.  
The church, located in the heart of 
Freehold, is a true inspiration of hope 
and kindness to community members 
experiencing food insecurity.  Here’s a 
recap of important numbers to know 
regarding this amazing ministry: 

53,000—Estimated number of people 
in Monmouth County who don’t know 
where their next meal will come from; 
this includes those of all races, ages, 
and backgrounds. 

2,400—Meals served each year under 
the Community Supper program. 

50—Average number of different food 
or other donated items needed for 
each supper. 

34—Years the program has been oper-
ating.  When it began, suppers were 
held on the last Friday of the month to 
help those whose monthly paychecks 
had run out.  They are now held on 
the second and fourth Fridays of each 
month. 

100—Average number of meals served 
at each dinner (feeding from 35-85 
guests!). 

15-20—Volunteers needed to fully 
staff a supper. 

5—Days available during the week of 
the supper to drop off donated food or 
supply items.  Volunteers don’t have 
to be present at the supper to be a 
valuable part of making it successful! 

1-3—Hours of their time people can 
donate on the day of the supper, de-
pending on the role they choose to fill.  
Opportunities to help include setting 
up the room; providing food, desserts 
and drinks for the meal; serving, 
greeting, or counting guests; and 
cleaning up after the supper.  The 
program is also now in need of some-
one with experience as a kitchen co-
ordinator (or a desire to learn how), 
either for our own support dates or 
for other dates during the year. 

The last important number to know is 
our next support date: Friday, 
September 27.  Volunteer sign-up 
sheets are posted on the bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall.  A member 
of the Mission Committee will be 
available at the Ministry Expo on 
Rally Day with recipes, volunteer 
instructions, steam pans, and answers 
to any questions. Contact Beth Burke 
at 732-462-9827 or 732-921-3069 for 
more information.  Please help us 
make the end of summer a special 
time for those in need through this 
important and rewarding program!   
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ANNUAL CAR SHOW 
Come and join us on Sunday, September 

29, from 12:00—2:00 p.m. for our annual 

car show!  Many members have some 

pretty interesting cars—from antique, to 

brand new, to just a fun color.  Bring it on 

over for the show!  We hope to see you at 

the Colts Neck Reformed Church parking 

lot on the 29th.  It would add to the fun if 

you would create a sign for it, letting us 

know what kind of car it is, the year it was 

made, and any other history that you think 

is interesting.  We’re looking forward to 

seeing all of the cool cars!  There is no rain 

date for this event. 

ANNUAL RCH GOLF 
OUTING 
Calling all golfers!  Register now for the 

28th Annual Reformed Church Home Golf 

Classic.  On Monday, September 16, we will 

hold our annual golf classic at the beautiful 

Battleground Country Club in Manalapan, 

New Jersey.  Battleground’s course design 

features a variety of inspiring holes, includ-

ing a breathtaking par 3 over water, and 

challenges golfers of all abilities.  Our larg-

est RCH fundraiser, this outing promises a 

fun-filled day of golf, networking, outstand-

ing food, contests, and an opportunity to 

win fantastic prizes.  Registration is $300 

per golfer.  Various sponsorship opportuni-

ties are available—please see 

www.reformedchurchhome.com under 

Events, or call Paula LeBlanc, Director of 

Development, at 732-607-9230, extension 

108.  Enjoy a great day of golf with our 

Family Caring for Family, where together, 

we can improve the lives of all residents at 

Reformed Church Home.  See you on the 

links! 

CHARITY GOLF OUTING—RAISING HOPE FOR OTHERS 
Raising Hope for Others will be having its annual golf outing on Thursday, September 26, at Peb-

ble Creek Golf Club in Colts Neck.  It will be a scramble format with an 8:00 a.m. shotgun start.  

We’re looking for golfers, people to join us for lunch, and volunteers willing to put together raffle 

baskets.  Inquiries can be forwarded to Chris Zaccaria at christopher.zaccaria@gmail.com. 
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COFFEE AND  
FELLOWSHIP 
RETURNS TO 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

On Sunday, September 15, Coffee 

and Fellowship returns to Fellow-

ship Hall (upstairs in the Commu-

nity Center) between the 9:15 and 

11:00 a.m. worship services.  The 

sign-up sheet will be available on 

Rally Day and then on the bulletin 

board in Fellowship Hall.   

Coffee and Fellowship is a great 

time to chat with friends, meet 

new people, enjoy a cup of coffee 

and a bite to eat, and to check the 

bulletin boards for upcoming 

activities. 

This refreshment time only 

happens with the help of vol-

unteer hosts.  What do the hosts 

do?  They provide the finger foods 

(store-bought or homemade cook-

ies, brownies, doughnuts, etc.) and 

milk for coffee, serve, and clean 

up.  Everything else is provided 

(coffee, tea, paper products, lem-

onade mix) along with detailed 

instructions on how to use the 

coffee pots and how to set up.  It’s 

a lot of fun and a great way to 

interact with your church family—

whether you’re new to the church 

or a long-time attendee.  Teaming 

up with friends or neighbors, or as 

part of a church group (such as a 

church school class, a Bible study 

group, a book group, etc.) is rec-

ommended. 

Remember to: 

Keep it simple!  Coffee and 

Fellowship is meant to provide a 

bite to eat, not a meal. 

Keep control!  Watch your 

children so that they only take 

one or two items. 

Keep the focus!  This is a time 

of fellowship and sharing.  Items 

need not be homemade—it’s not 

a baking contest!—store-bought 

is perfectly fine. 

Keep in touch!  Contact the 

church office—Dianne O’Hara 

(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or Pam 

Licata (office@cnrc.church)—if 

you have any questions or would 

like to be paired up with another 

family. 

CHURCH SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 15 

In Confirmation class, students learn about their faith and gain an understanding of how to live as a 

follower of Jesus Christ.  Upon successful completion of the class, the students become full confessing 

members of the church and make their public profession of faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 

before the congregation.  

Letters of invitation were sent to students who have been active in our Church School and are entering 

seventh or eighth grade.  If you did not get a letter but have a child who is in seventh/eighth grade or 

older and would like to register him/her for the class, please speak to Pastor Debi Jensen 

(associate.pastor@cnrc.church) no later than September 9. 

A required informational session for parents and students will be held on Sunday, Septem-

ber 15, from 12:00—2:00 p.m., upstairs in the Ministry Center, Room 24/25.  We will begin with 

lunch and a “getting to know you” time with just the students.  At 1:15 p.m. the parents will join us (at 

least one parent/sponsor is asked to attend with the confirmation student).  Information concerning the 

class and requirements for confirmation will be discussed and any questions will be answered.  Please 

bring the completed Family Information and Student Biography forms to this meeting.  If you have not 

received the forms, contact Pastor Debi (associate.pastor@cnrc.church).  

At the information session, each student will be given a notebook and a Bible to use during the year.  In 

(Continued on page 15 - Confirmation Class) 

BIBLE STUDIES—THE STORY AND MORE! 

We all know that children learn differently than 

adults, and that they don’t usually like to sit still 

for an entire church service.  This is why we have 

a “Gospel for Children” at the beginning of the 

service, and then the children—three-year-olds 

through 7th graders—are dismissed to their 

Church School classrooms (grouped by grade) for  

age-appropriate learning about God’s love. 

On Rally Day, September 8, please come to our 

Church School table at the Ministry Expo where 

you can register your child, check that your infor-

mation is correct for a previously registered child, 

pick up a schedule for the upcoming year, or just 

learn more about the program.  If you can’t make 

it to the Expo,  please contact Pastor Debi Jensen 

(associate.pastor @cnrc.church) so she can get 

your child registered. 

This will be a special year because, along with the 

rest of church, our children will be using The 

Story curriculum, and each week all of our 

Church School classes will learn the same Old 

Testament story that is the subject of the sermon 

in worship and explored and studied in our Bible 

studies and other learning groups.  The lessons 

are taught at different levels—each appropriate 

for the age of the children in the classroom.  Each 

week, the children will get a “trading card” to 

bring home to remind them of the lesson they 

learned and to help them share the lesson with 

families (their families just learned the same les-

son in worship!) and friends.   

We hope your children come to Church School 

regularly so they grow into strong and loving 

Christians.  Please support their learning by ask-

ing them about their lessons, asking about their 

trading cards, and praying with them each day.  

The Gospel of Matthew, 

19:14, tells us that Je-

sus said, “Let the little 

children come to me, 

and do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of 

heaven belongs.” 

We deeply and sincerely thank the administrators, 

teachers, and assistants for their commitment to 

this very important ministry of our church. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS 

To get the most out of this year’s church-wide study of The Story, we will present several opportunities 

for dynamic, small-group learning and discussion ahead of each Sunday’s sermon story.  Some of our 

regular Bible study groups will be studying The Story, and we will also be creating additional small 

groups; you and your friends or neighbors can even create your own group!  All books and participa-

tion guides will be provided by the church for any group that would like to participate in further study—

the book will be free of charge, but not free of expectation!  Watch for information on new groups in the 

weekly announcements.  

Leaders of each of our studies will be at the Bible Study table in the Ministry Expo on Rally Day, Sep-

tember 8, to sign you up, to give you a copy of their study guides, or just to answer your questions.  For 

all of the studies, come to as many sessions as your schedule allows—continuous attendance is not re-

quired.  All of the studies are discussion-based and all ideas and questions are welcomed and encour-

aged. 

(Continued on next page (5) - Join a Bible Study) 4 
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“We need help from the entire congregation so mark your calendars and 
make plans now to support this worthy cause...” 

Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study: Women of all ages. Thursdays, 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the 

Ministry Center Conference Room, led by Barb Tucker.  Starts on September 12, studying The 

Story. 

Thursday Evening Bible Study: Men, women, singles, couples of all ages.  Thursdays, 6:00-

7:15 p.m. in the Ministry Center Conference Room, led by Pastor Debi Jensen / Rev. Scott 

Brown.  Starts on September 12, studying The Story. 

Senior Bible Study: Men and women of “retirement age”.  Fridays, 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m., 

in the Ministry Center Conference Room, led by Rev. Scott Brown / Pastor Debi Jensen.  

Starts September 13, studying The Story. 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study: Men of all ages.  First Saturday of each month, 7:30-9:00 

a.m., Fellowship Hall, led by Art Peslak and Paul Anderson.  Starts October 5, studying The 

Story (since they are a monthly study group rather than a weekly group, their format for stud-

ying The Story will be modified to facilitate a monthly meeting format). 

Young Women’s Bible Study: Young women/young mothers.  Sundays in the Ministry Cen-

ter Conference Room, 11:00-11:45 a.m. while the children’s choirs are in session or the chil-

dren are in church nursery care, led by Nancy Holm.  Starts on September 15, with the topic 

of study yet to be determined.  More information will be available at the Ministry Expo on 

Rally Day, September 8. 

For more detailed information on our Bible studies, visit coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/

bible-studies or contact Debi Jensen (associate.pastor@cnrc.church). 

(Continued from page 4 - Join a Bible Study) 

Our 153rd annual Election Day Events: 

Luncheon, Dinner and Craft Bazaar is hap-

pening on Tuesday, November 5!  This is the 

only fundraiser that our church holds, and 

100% of the proceeds (usually in excess of 

$15,000) are given to entities outside of our 

church who need our support (many mis-

sionaries and mission groups, Habitat for 

Humanity, Open Door, etc.).  

This is an “all hands on deck” effort!  It takes 

many, many hands to make these events 

work.  We need help from the entire congre-

gation, so mark your calendars and make 

plans now to support this worthy cause by 

coming out, eating, and volunteering before, 

during, or after the events. 

For the luncheon/dinner, we need turkey 

roasters, turkey carvers, people to help set 

up Fellowship Hall, food prep workers, wait-

ers and waitresses, dishwashers, kitchen 

helpers, bakers, bus people, clean-up people 

—the list goes on and on.   

We also need your help for the bazaar.  

Many of the items are hand-crafted by the 

Creative Hands Craft Group here at the 

church.  Also, the Piecemakers Quilting 

Group always donates some of their beauti-

ful handiwork.  Our Canning Crew works all 

year, too, and Marjorie Smith continuously 

collects paintings for the Art Room..  The 

bake room is a traditional hit as well, and 

sells out fast!  But many of the wonderful 

things that are for sale are created at home 

by members of our congregation, and we 

depend on those items.  Do you knit, sew, 

can pickles or jams, crochet, work with 

wood, craft with paper, paint, make jewelry, 

or take beautiful photographs?  Turn your 

artistry and crafts into donations for the 

Bazaar.  Be proud that your homemade 

items will be sold at the bazaar to benefit 

church benevolences!  Donations may be left 

in the church office any time before Election 

Day. 

Volunteer forms for all aspects of the events 

will be available in the Sunday Bulletins 

beginning in September, and an on-line 

signup process will be put into place (more 

details can be found in future Sunday bulle-

tin announcements).   

Stop by the Election Day Events table at the 

Ministry Expo on Rally Day, September 8, to 

learn more about this annual event and to 

see how you can get involved and made a 

difference—many hands make light work! 

ANNUAL ELECTION DAY EVENTS 

  

5 

https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/bible-studies
https://coltsneckreformed.org/ministries/bible-studies
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Bible%20studies


“Sign up for our choirs at the Ministry Expo on Rally Day, September 8.  
Directors will be available to answer any questions.  We look forward to 
another exciting year of music ministry!” 

Our handbell program is about to begin its 20th year!  It has been so exciting to see this wonderful 

ministry expand and grow, not only as an educational and worship opportunity, but also as outreach to 

our community and beyond.  We hope to have many opportunities for outreach this year, including our 

16th annual bell concert here at CNRC planned for Sunday evening, April 26, 2020.  Our Celebration 

Ringers will participate in our Sounds of Christmas Concert at CNRC on Sunday afternoon, December 

8.  Our Morning Bells will ring at various nursing homes and assisted living/adult communities during 

the year.  Exultation Ringers will give a concert at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters in Ma-

nalapan on Tuesday, October 29, and will also ring at Monmouth University’s holiday concert on 

Thursday, December 12.  Our two younger bell choirs, Echo and Joyful Ringers, will ring periodically 

during worship throughout the year and at a senior facility in the spring. 

Contact Maggie Tripold (music@cnrc.church) if you are interested in being a part of our handbell pro-

gram.  Please note that placement in a handbell choir is determined after consultation with Maggie. 

Our youth choirs—Cherub Choir, Angel 

Choir, Alleluia Choir, Jubilation!—range in 

age from pre-k through high school.  Each 

choir sings several times throughout the 

year during Sunday morning worship.  

Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, Septem-

ber 15.  Jubilation! has a fun year in store 

as we learn music for our Sounds of Christ-

mas concert at CNRC on Sunday, Decem-

ber 8, prepare for a possible tour with Cele-

bration Ringers in mid-February, and lead 

worship with a youth musical on February 

23, 2020. 

Refer to the table on the next page to see 

where and when each choir meets for re-

hearsals.  Contact Maggie Tripold at mu-

sic@cnrc.church or call the church office 

for more information. 

For the adults of our congregation, we have 

several music-making opportunities.  The 

Sanctuary Choir, directed by David Tripold, 

Ph.D, provides music for the majority of 

services throughout the year.  Sanctuary 

Choir rehearses each Wednesday from 

8:00—9:30 p.m.  Rehearsals for this year 

will begin on Wednesday, September 4.  

The Sanctuary Choir will be offering a spe-

cial Lenten presentation. 

Our Men’s Ensemble and Women’s Ensem-

ble are great opportunities for those who 

love to sing but can’t make the weekly com-

mitment to Sanctuary Choir.  These groups 

will rehearse once or twice and then sing 

during worship, typically during the sum-

mer months.  Contact: Maggie Tripold 

(music@cnrc.church). 

CHOIRS FOR YOUTH 

HANDBELL HAPPENINGS INTRODUCTION TO 
HANDBELLS WORKSHOPS 

Have you ever wanted to try ringing 

handbells?  It looks like fun, and 

yes, it is fun!  This fall, we will be 

running two introductory work-

shops for new ringers. 

 For 3rd—8th graders Mon-

day, September 9, from 4:30-

5:15 p.m. in the Ringing Room 

(downstairs in the sanctuary 

building) 

 For 9th—12th graders and 

adults Wednesday, September 

11, from 4:30—5:15 p.m. in the 

Ringing Room (downstairs in 

the sanctuary building) 

No previous handbell or musical 

experience is required—just come 

and find out how much fun it is to 

ring handbells!  If you decide you’d 

like to join a handbell choir, there is 

a group for everyone, 3rd grade and 

up (see the chart on the next page). 

Look for the sign-up sheets for the 

workshops during patio refresh-

ments or at the Music and Worship 

Arts table at the Ministry Expo on 

Rally Day, September 8.  Contact 

Maggie Tripold (music@cnrc.church) 

with any questions. 
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WORSHIP ARTS OPPORTUNITIES 
 Drama: Do you enjoy acting?  We integrate dramas, both small and large scale, into worship on 

special occasions 

 Lay Readers: We often look for people who are willing to read scripture at special services such 

as Good Friday, summer worship, etc. 

 Art: We love to use original artwork for bulletin covers, posters, scenery, etc. 

 Scenery/Props: Do you like to paint or build sets?  We often need people who are interested in 

helping with scenery/set design for children’s/youth musicals, Christmas programs, etc. 

 Sound/Video System Operators: A group of volunteers run the soundboard and monitor the 

video during Sunday morning worship and for special services.  Training is provided.  We could 

really use some additional people—we’ll make sure you’re trained by one of our “experts”! 

 Ushers/Greeters: Do you enjoy greeting people?  We are always looking for people who are 

willing to serve as ushers and greeters for Sunday worship and special services. 

 Flower Arranging / Sanctuary Decorating: Help is needed prior to Christmas Eve and East-

er to arrange poinsettias, lilies, and tulips in the sanctuary. 

If any of the above pique your interest, or if you have ideas of your own, come visit the Music and Wor-

ship Arts table at the Ministry Expo on Rally Day, September 8, or contact Maggie Tripold at  mu-

sic@cnrc.church. 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS 

CHOIRS FOR ADULTS 

mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Handbells
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Youth%20choir
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Youth%20choir
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Sanctuary%20Choir
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Handbell%20workshop
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Worship%20Arts
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Worship%20Arts


SINGING WITH THE 
SENIORS 

Do you like to sing “oldies but good-
ies” and patriotic songs?  Can you 
spare an hour or so on a Wednesday 
and/or Saturday morning once a 
month?  If so, this is the group for 
you!  This is not a choir that sings for 
senior citizens, rather it’s a group who 
sings with them.  We don’t rehearse, 
we just go and share the joy of music 
with the residents of the Reformed 
Church Home in Old Bridge and Bran-
dywine Reflections in Colts Neck.  
Women and men of any age are wel-
come!  You can come alone or with 
your partner/spouse—the more the 
merrier!  Anyone who has sung with 
this group can tell you that we are 
blessed by the residents every time we 
go and sing.  Our singing schedule is 
as follows: 

 3rd Wednesday of each month at 

10:30 a.m. at the Reformed 
Church Home (meet at church at 
10:00 a.m. if you want to car-
pool) 

 3rd Saturday of each month at 

11:15 a.m. at Brandywine Reflec-
tions (meet at church at 11:00 
a.m. if you want to carpool) 

In September, we will sing at the Re-
formed Church Home on Wednesday 
the 18th, and at Brandywine Reflec-
tions on Saturday the 21st.  You can 
find out more information or sign up 
at the Ministry Expo on Rally Day, 
September 8th, or contact Maggie 
Tripold (music@cnrc.church). 

ALLELUIA JAZZ 
Our instrumental group for high 
school and older musicians directed 
by Jim McQuerrey, rehearses on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. (in the fall, the group rehearses 
twice per month, rather than once per 
month) and plays during worship 
several times during the year.  The 
group will also participate in the 
Sounds of  Christmas concert at CNRC 
on Sunday December 8, at 2:00 p.m. 
and will give their own concert on 
Sunday evening, May 17, 2020.  If you 
are an instrumentalist, high school 
aged or older, please consider joining 
us!  Contact Maggie Tripold 
(music@cnrc.church) or Jim McQuer-
rey (jmmcquerrey@aol.com) if you 
have questions. 
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Group 
Grades / 

Ages 
Director(s) Rehearsal Schedule 

Cherub Choir 

vocal 

Pre-k and 

kindergarten 

Jeanne Sokol 

Matt Axtell 

Aidan Lawlor 

Sundays 11:00 a.m.—noon 

Classroom 5 in the Community Center 

Angel Choir 

vocal 
Grades 1-3 

Allison Walter 

Jillian Sherman 

Sundays 11:00 a.m.—noon 

Basement of the Ministry Center 

Alleluia Choir 

vocal 
Grades 4-6 Tammy Femiano 

Sundays 11:00 a.m.—noon 

Choir Room in the Sanctuary Building 

Jubilation! 

vocal 
Grades 7-12 

Jeff Brown 

Maggie Tripold 

Sundays 11:00 a.m.—noon 

The Upper Room in the Ministry Center 

Sanctuary Choir 

vocal 
Adults Dave Tripold 

Wednesdays 8:00—9:30 p.m. 

Choir Room in the Sanctuary Building 

Singing With the 

Seniors 

vocal 

Adults Maggie Tripold 

3rd Wednesday 10:30 a.m. Reformed 

Church Home; 3rd Saturday 11:15 a.m. 

Brandywine.  No rehearsals 

Alleluia Jazz 

instrumental 

High school 

and adults 
Jim McQuerrey 

3rd Tuesday 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

(extra rehearsals in the fall) 

Echo Ringers 

handbells 

Grade 3 and 

up 
Kelly Tyma 

Mondays 4:30—5:15 p.m. 

Ringing Room downstairs in the Sanctuary 

Building 

Joyful Ringers 

handbells 

Grade 6 and 

up 
Tamar Goetke 

Mondays 5:30—6:30 p.m. 

Ringing Room downstairs in the Sanctuary 

Building 

Celebration 

Ringers 

handbells 

High school Kay Brown 

Wednesdays 5:15—6:30 

Ringing Room downstairs in the Sanctuary 

Building 

Exultation Ring-

ers 

handbells 

Adults Maggie Tripold 

Wednesday 6:45—7:45 p.m. 

Ringing Room downstairs in the Sanctuary 

Building 

Morning Bells 

handbells 
Adults Maggie Tripold 

Mondays 10:00—11:00 a.m. 

Ringing Room downstairs in the Sanctuary 

Building 

Brass Ensemble 

instrumental 

High school 

and adults 

Jim McQuerrey 

Dave Tripold 
Scheduled as needed 

Women’s/Men’s 

Ensembles 

vocal 

Adult women 

Adult men 

Dave and Maggie 

Tripold 
Scheduled as needed 

mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Singing%20With%20the%20Seniors
mailto:music@cnrc.church?subject=Alleluia%20Jazz
mailto:jmmcquerrey@aol.com?subject=Alleluia%20Jazz


Aside from these regular fellowship offerings, our Fellowship Committee or-
ganizes and supports many special gatherings and outings for the congrega-
tion during the year.  Watch for details in the weekly bulletin announcements! 

Our Noah fellowship group was established to help bring families of the Colts Neck Reformed 

Church congregation closer , with the intention of growing together not only as friends, but as Chris-

tians!  Noah is a great group for  families with children ranging in age from newborn to teenagers, 

because we are the future of CNRC, and what better way to stay together than to go out and spread 

the loving words of God.  Noah meets monthly, alternating events that involve parents only and 

events that involve our kids.  Noah has hosted pool parties, picnics at Dorbrook Park, wine tasting at 

the home of one of our members, hatchet throwing at Stumpy’s, beer tasting at Brew House, and 

many outdoor movie nights!  Don’t have kids?  Who cares!  Everyone is welcome to the Noah group 

to experience the fellowship that we enjoy amongst this group.  Contact Sean Horan 

(sean.horan@yahoo.com / 732-768-2995) or call the church office for more information. 

FELLOWSHIP FOR YOUNG FAMILIES CANNING AND 
CRAFTING 
Our Canning Crew and our Creative 

Hands crafting group love to work 

together!   

THE CANNING CREW creates 

jarred goodies to be sold at the Elec-

tion Day Bazaar.  They are always 

sure to make enough to stock the 

shelves for the bazaar, yet have a bit 

left over for the cooks to bring some 

of the deliciousness home!  Carol 

McCoy (clang946@gmail.com) leads 

this group through fun, fellowship, 

and food prep with her patient guid-

ance and creative recipes.  A $5.00 

donation is appreciated to offset the 

cost of supplies. 

Our crafters certainly know that 

many hands make light work… espe-

cially CREATIVE HANDS!  The 

group will hold several crafting 

workshops leading up to the Elec-

tion Day Bazaar. Adrianne Spota 

Walker (spota4@gmail.com) and 

Mary Van Mater 

(mary.b.vanmater@gmail.com) lead 

this fun group. 

The first joint meeting of the can-

ners and crafters will be on Septem-

ber 22, in Fellowship Hall at 12:00 

p.m., following the 11:00 worship 

service.  On the agenda—Peach Sun-

dae in a Jar and a Christmas Craft. 
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WOMEN OF D’VINE 
This is a ladies’ fellowship group that meets monthly for friendship and community.  Women of all 

ages are welcome to attend.  Meetings are generally on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

and include beverages, appetizers, and desserts.  Check the weekly bulletin announcements for the 

monthly details.  Their first meeting of the program year will be Tuesday, September 17, and will be 

hosted in Ocean Grove by Laura Burke.  Contact Sandy Anderson (sja7669@gmail.com) for more 

information. 

FELLOWSHIP 

KNIT ONE, PRAY TOO! 
Knit One, Pray Too! is a knitting group that was started by Lynne Garner and Donna Mulligan to 

knit baby blankets and hats, which are donated to local hospitals’ neonatal intensive care units for 

preemies.  This group is for all knitting abilities—Lynne and Donna are happy to teach anyone who 

wants to learn, and they are there to help more advanced knitters master new skills.  This group 

meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in Lynne Garner’s home.  Join us for some 

fun and fellowship, all for a good cause.  For more information, contact Donna Mulligan at mul-

ligand@optonline.net). 

CALLING ALL SINGLE ACTIVE SENIORS 
The Single Active Seniors group (SAS) meets on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center Con-

ference room.  This is a weekly discussion and activity group for unmarried, older adults in the 

church and the community.  They engage in lively conversation, plan social activities, and encourage 

group participation.  The group features guest speakers to discuss topics of interest while offering 

fellowship, friendship, and support.  There are no fees to join, and no sign-up is required—just show 

up!  Contact Gerry Romano for more information (jacq200@aol.com). 

WOMEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
Each month, this group of women of all ages chooses a book and meets at 12:00 noon on the second 

Tuesday of the month to discuss the book.  The discussion is hosted in the home of a different mem-

ber of the group each month.  Details will be printed in the weekly bulletin announcements so you’ll 

always know the book that was chosen and the next meeting date.  Contact Marian Bauman at 

marianbauman1@gmail.com for more information. 

PIECEMAKERS QUILTING GROUP 
If you like to quilt, come to Fellowship Hall on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. They sometimes work on group 

projects, but often it’s just a time to work on your own projects. Everyone is ready, willing, and well 

equipped to give help and advice if you need it. Bring your own sewing machine. This group also 

takes one weekend in the winter to go to the shore and work on a mystery quilt together.  Want more 

information about this group, Contact Nancy Feuster at 732-431-4125. 

mailto:sean.horan@yahoo.com?subject=Noah
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mailto:marianbauman1@gmail.com?subject=CNRC%20Women's%20Book%20Discussion%20Group


9 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE MISSION CORNER? 

It’s been a busy summer on the Mission Corner and we are anticipating a wonderful year as we 

move toward (hard to believe) fall, 2019.  Just a quick look back at this summer—we collected 

food for Open Door Food Pantry; two families hosted students from Madrid through Christian 

based Intercultural Friends Foundation; we helped to provide meals at Saturday Soup in Asbury 

Park; we hosted a visit from Jennifer Lucking, a mission co-worker with RCA Global Mission; 

we participated in our classis-organized beautification of First Reformed Church in Long 

Branch; and joined classis efforts in Newport, North Carolina, helping that community as they 

continue to recover from the devastating effects of Hurricane Florence.  And that’s just this 

summer—we have a whole year’s worth of work to be done, and there are opportunities for eve-

ryone all year long! 

Please consider becoming active with our Mission Committee.  Here are some of the specific 

opportunities upcoming this fall: 

 2019 Christmas Gift Giving Program: Even though Christmas is still months away, 

NOW is when we need to begin to work on the program.. We are looking for volunteers 

willing to explore gift giving options, and to help plan and organize those efforts. 

 Crop Walk: October 20.  We are still looking for someone willing to organize CNRC’s 

team of participants.  This is always a fun and rewarding fall activity. 

 MAST: If you would like to become more involved in our Mission Ambassador Support 

Team program, please talk with LuAnne Petrie. 

 St. Peters Community Supper: September 27.  See the article on page 3 of this news-

letter for details. 

Contact LuAnne Petrie (lupetrie@gmail.com) for more information. 

WORSHIP FOR THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Colts Neck Reformed Church will offer “Joyful Noise Worship Services” which are 

services geared toward adults and children with developmental disabilities and their fami-

lies and caregivers. 

Traditional worship services often pose a problem for individuals with developmental disa-

bilities.  The Colts Neck Reformed Church found that often, families impacted by disability 

simply stop attending church because it feels too overwhelming.  Thus, beginning in Octo-

ber, there will be a worship service specifically designed for people who want to connect 

with God and celebrate the blessings found in the diversity of all God’s people.  The first 

“Joyful Noise Worship Service” will be held on Sunday, October 6, in the church’s sanctu-

ary at 1:00 p.m. and will continue thereafter on the first Sunday of each month at 1:00 p.m. 

The service differs from a traditional service in several ways: It’s shorter, it involves a lot of 

interaction and repetition, and there is no expectation of silence or even staying in one’s 

seat.  There is soft lighting to benefit individuals prone to sensory overload, and there is a 

quiet room to which they can retire if they need it.  A key concept is to create a “no pres-

sure” environment.  The essential message of love and joy for all God’s people is presented 

in a simplified, meaningful way.  This service brings together individuals with and without 

disabilities to learn together, from each other, in an atmosphere of understanding and 

acceptance—yet it will be a time of Christian worship, with songs, prayers, Bible readings, 

communion, and fellowship.  People are invited to participate at whatever level meets their 

comfort.  The goal is that people affected by disability and their families can participate in 

the worship service rather than sit and observe.  Contact: Debi Jensen 

(associate.pastor@cnrc.church) or Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church). 

MISSION 

OUTREACH 

To my entire church family… words cannot express how grateful I am for the many cards 

and prayers I have received during my current illness.  Your encouragement helps me 

cope with the daily struggles.  It is a blessing to be part of such a caring congregation. 

Sincerely, Lilyan Gassaway 

mailto:lupetrie@gmail.com?subject=CNRC%20Mission
mailto:associate.pastor@cnrc.church?subject=Joyful%20Noise
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Joyful%20Noise


FLOWERS FOR WOR-
SHIP SERVICES 
I’m sure you’ve noticed the beautiful 
flowers on the chancel table in the 
front of the church on Sunday morn-
ings.  If you would like to provide/
sponsor the flowers one Sunday, sign 
up on the sheet in Fellowship Hall.  
Indicate which service you would like 
(9:15 or 11:00), and for whom the 
flowers are in memory or are honor-
ing, so that it can be noted in the bul-
letin announcements that morning.  
You have the option of providing the 
flowers yourself, or you may choose to 
have the church order the flowers and 
have them delivered at a cost of $15 (if 
choosing this option, please pre-pay 
for the flowers by submitting a check 
to the church office made out to CNRC 
with “flower fund” on the memo line).  
After the church service, we encourage 
you to take your flowers home to en-
joy, or you can choose to have them 
brought to someone who is in the 
hospital or homebound (indicate your 
choice on the sign-up sheet).  If you 
are the only one signed up for flowers 
on a particular Sunday, we ask that 
you wait until after the 11:00 service 
to take your flowers home. 

In addition to the weekly flowers, 
when a baby is born into the church 
family, a rose is placed on the chancel 
table in honor of the birth.  When the 
parents are members of the church 
family, the rose is provided by the 
church.  If the parents do not belong 
to the church family, then grandpar-
ents may wish to provide a rose.  In 
that case, they may call the church 

office to request a rose at a cost of $9. 

Contact: office@cnrc.church 
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GREETER MINISTRY 
Greeters are an essential part of our worship team.  They are the first person many people 

encounter at church on a Sunday morning.  To a visitor, warmth, friendliness, and caring are 

some of the most important qualities in a church.  The Greeter is their first link to the con-

gregation.  If visitors are made to feel comfortable in the first contact, they are more likely to 

return.  If you have a talent for smiling, we would love to have you join the Greeter Team.  

This commitment requires fifteen minutes of your time once every eight weeks.  Just arrive 

early to church and greet people with a friendly “good morning!”  Sign up on the bulletin 

board in Fellowship Hall for the weeks that work with your schedule.  Contact:Dianne O’Ha-

ra cnrc.care@cnrc.church 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY TEAM 
Do you know that we have trained lay church members who encourage and provide emo-

tional and spiritual support to people who are homebound, ill, going through a challenging 

time or life event, or just need some to talk to?  A member of our care team will meet with 

you privately and confidentially to listen, encourage and support you.  When you are going 

through a challenging time, it’s nice to have a caring Christian who will listen, encourage, 

and pray with you and for you.  We are not problem solvers, therapists., or counselors; just 

lay people who have an interest in helping others (if you seek a counselor, see the section 

on Health and Wellness on page 12 of this newsletter).  If you would like someone from our 

care team to visit you or if you’d like to join our care team, contact Dianne O’Hara at 

cnrc.care@cnrc.church. 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY 
We have a group of volunteers who can provide transportation to members of our congregation 

who need a ride to worship services or to medical appointments. 

We also have a Golf Cart in motion (staffed by trained volunteers) before and after our Sunday 

morning worship services to help some of our senior members, or those who may be temporari-

ly sporting a cast or brace, to move easily between the sanctuary and the Community Center, or 

to their cars. 

Contact Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church) if you need a ride to church or to an appoint-

ment or if you’d like to be a driver, or if you’d like to drive the golf cart on Sunday mornings. 

MEAL MINISTRY 
Providing food is a special way to say that you care.  We have a group of volunteers who pre-

pare meals at home and deliver them to church members who are in need or those who could 

just use a little help.  Meals are provided when there is a birth, an injury, an illness, a hospitali-

zation, or a death in the family. 

We also have volunteers who organize, set up, and provide food and refreshments for a funeral 

reception/repast held in our Fellowship Hall following a service at the church. 

Let Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church) know if you need a meal or two or if you would 

like to join this team. 

If you like to take pictures and you will be attending a church function, we really need 

you!  Take lots of pictures and some video of the event and email them to the church office 

(office@cnrc.church) or put them on a flash drive / memory card (it will be returned to 

you!) and drop it off in the church office.  Our new church “journal” will be filled with these 

pictures and videos, they may be displayed on a bulletin board, or they may become part of a 

slide-show.  No matter where they end up, they will be a great way for everyone in our 

church family to enjoy our events even if they did not attend! 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

PRAYER CHAIN 
“What is a prayer chain,” you ask.  It’s a 
group of people from the church who 
take time to pray for others.  When 
someone needs prayers, his/her name 
and need is added to the list, the infor-
mation is sent via email to those on the 
chain, and the prayers begin.  To be 
added to this group, contact Dianne 
O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church). 

If you have a prayer request that you 
would like to have sent out to the prayer 
chain and included in the weekly bulle-
tin announcements, email Dianne 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) or call the 
church office.  Email requests and re-
quests left on voicemail that are re-
ceived after 3:00 p.m. or on a Friday 
will be sent out on the next work-day.  
If you have an urgent request and Di-
anne is not available, speak to Pam 
Licata in the church office.  The dead-
line to submit a request to be printed in 
the bulletin announcements is Friday, 
by 9:00 a.m. 

Before submitting a request, please 
make sure you have permission from 
the person for whom we will be praying. 
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mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Transportation%20Ministry
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Meal%20Ministry
mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Pictures
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20prayer%20chain
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Please keep Rev. Scott Brown, Pastor Debi Jensen, or Dianne O’Hara in-
formed as to when you or a family member is hospitalized AND dis-
charged.  Hospitals cannot provide this information to us. 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 
Are you interested in church membership?  If so, you 
should attend a “New Member Class”, usually held two or 
three times each year.  This is a chance to have an infor-
mal “meet and greet” with our minister where you can 
learn more about the beliefs and ministries of the Colts 
Neck Reformed Church and the Reformed Church in 
America.  This class welcomes recent visitors and frequent 
guests who are ready to join the church, or those who just 
want to learn more about us.  (See page 2 of this newslet-
ter for details of our October New Member Class.) 

Our minister, Scott Brown, is also available to meet “one-
on-one” to answer any questions or to talk more in depth 
about our church.  Email Dianne O’Hara 
(cnrc.care@cnrc.church) for more information. 
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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
The church has accumulated a varied supply of medical equip-
ment that may be borrowed for a period time following surgery 
or an accident.  The available equipment includes wheelchairs, 
walkers, crutches, raised toilet seats, and shower seats.  Con-
tact: Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cncr.church). 

To the Colts Neck Reformed Church members, 

A note to “Thank You” for the many get-well wishes and prayers 

during my recovery from a fall.  You are so kind—so thoughtful, 

and I am so appreciative of your caring and concern. 

Again, “Thank You”, John Jacoby 

YOUR DAILY PRAYERS ARE NEEDED 

Please include the following members of our church family in your prayers this month.  In 
addition to your prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, call or (if local) visit.  
If you are available to visit members of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara (cnrc.care@cnrc.church).This requires 
a commitment of one visit every two to three months. 

 Gavin Femiano, treatment for Neurofibromatosis (NF) Type 1 

 Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie Howlett, ongoing health concerns 

 Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler, autoimmune diseases 

 Noelle, a friend of the Horan family, dealing with depression 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 Tim Slisky, son of Vera Santucci, ongoing medical concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home including Ruth Carmeli (Margaret Carmeli-
Peslak’s mother) and Marge Flock 

 

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO: 
 Ron Samson and family on the death of his brother, George, on June 13, 2019 

 The Dix family on the deaths of Mary Fran on June 25, and Earl on July 7, 2019 

 Jeanne Sokol and family on the death of her father, Dr. Edward Lehman, on July 19, 

2019 

 Lillian and Don Burry on the death of Don’s brother, John “Jack” Burry, Jr., on July 20, 

2019 

 Mary and Howard Olt on the death of Howard’s brother, Russell, on August 8, 2019 

 Dennie and Dave Houck on the death of Dennie’s brother, Wesley Arendt, on August 9, 

2019 

 Jeanne  and Steve Johnson (former members) on the death of Jeanne’s mother, Barbara 

Spack, on August 10, 2019 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO: 
 Jeff and Andrea Van Note on the birth of their granddaughter, Leah Rebekah Gutten-

plan, born on May 30, 2019 

 Meredith English and Paul Holder who were married in Manahawkin, New Jersey, on 

June 15, 2019; proud parents are Jim and Linda Holder 

 Ellen Karl and family on the marriage of her daughter, Laura, to Jonathan Russell, on 

July 6, 2019 

 Alyssa and Joe Giles on the baptism of their daughter, Sophia Lyn Giles, on July 14, 

2019; proud grandparents are Susan and Michael Cantin, and proud great-grandparents 
are Dianne and John Krahnert 

 Michele and Frank Lewski on the birth of their granddaughter, Ella Smith Clarkson, on 

July 26, 2019.  Proud parents are Cassi Lewski and John Clarkson. 

 Vanessa and Brian Sweeney on the baptism of their daughter, Elizabeth Rae, on August 

11, 2019 
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mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Medical%20equipment
mailto:cnrc.care@cnrc.church?subject=Visiting%20members%20who%20have%20trouble%20getting%20out


 

If you or someone you know is in need of low cost mental health services, please con-

tact Lorrie McGough at mcgoughlpc@gmail.com or 732-784-3394 and ask for a tele-

phone screening.  Lorrie is a licensed professional counselor who provides services on 

our church campus.  She is available to see clients (church members and non-church 

members alike) during the week.  The fee for the services is a sliding scale suggested 

donation.  Services will not be denied to anyone due to financial circumstances. 

CHURCH-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
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3 John 1:2 “Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that 
all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.” 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

HOLY YOGA 
Holy Yoga is an experiential worship of our glorious Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.  Come 

honor him through movement at any or all of our scheduled classes.  They are for all skill 

levels, for men and women, for anyone who would like to deepen their faith and improve 

their wellness.  These HY classes are accessible to any adult regardless of their mobility, 

flexibility, or strength.  Modifications are possible with all of the poses.  Dress comforta-

bly (and appropriately for an activity held at a church) so you can move with ease. 

Join us in our Yoga Space, located on the lower level of the Ministry Center, and partici-

pate in any or all of our HY sessions: 

 Holy Yoga: Tuesdays beginning September 10, 10:00 a.m.  Poses are done on a mat.  

Bring your own or borrow one of ours.  The flow is slow moving. 

 Balance HY: Thursdays beginning September 5, 11:15 a.m.  Poses are done with a 

chair or standing if you are able.  These poses help anyone with balance, inner-ear, 

or mobilty challenges. 

 Chair HY: Fridays beginning September 6, 11:15 a.m.  This popular class is com-

prised of poses done in chairs or standing if you are able.  Stretch and strengthen 

your way to health and happiness. 

Email our Holy Yoga instructor, Barb Tucker (barbaratucker@aol.com), with inquiries. 

This group provides support and fellowship for those with chronic illness and/or pain, 

as well as for those who have a loved one dealing with these ailments.  “We are not 

defined by our chronic illness or pain, yet because we have it in common, it connects 

us to one another.”  This group supports one another through sharing experiences, 

feelings, and knowledge.  They also just have a great time together, sharing a meal 

and a laugh!  They generally meet the first Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. at 

Perkins Restaurant at 340 Route 34 South, in Colts Neck; however, due to Labor Day, 

the September meeting will be on September 9.  For more information, contact Lon-

nie Howlett at lonniespms@hotmail.com. 

CHRONIC ILLNESS/PAIN SUPPORT GROUP 

SURVIVE AND THRIVE 
Survive and Thrive is a cancer support group for those who want to live well—with, 

through, and beyond cancer.  They meet periodically throughout the year.  Watch for 

their meeting dates, time, and locations in the weekly bulletin announcements.  For 

more information, contact Claire Morris at cmorris1022@gmail.com. 

mailto:mcgoughlpc@gmailc.om?subject=Church-based%20mental%20health%20services
mailto:barbaratucker@aol.com?subject=Holy%20Yoga
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YOUTH GROUP 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery 

School (CNRCNS) is preparing to open its 

doors for the 49th year to a record number of 

new families for the 2019/2020 school year!  

The Nursery School has always prided itself on 

changing with the times and adapting to new 

schools of thought without compromising our 

mission and the idea that we are here to do 

what is good and right for the children in our 

care.  After a year-long study, the CNRCNS 

staff is excited to adopt a standardized curric-

ulum, The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, 

to be rolled out this September! 

The Creative Curriculum for Preschool is an 

award-winning curriculum for preschool suc-

cess comprised of “The Foundation” – five 

research-based volumes encompassing 38 

objectives for development and learning, 

which provide the knowledge base of the cur-

riculum; and “Daily Resources” – which offer 

step-by-step guidance (“what”, “why”, and 

“how”) in the form of teaching guides and 

additional daily teaching tools.  The Creative 

Curriculum for Preschool is fully aligned with 

the New Jersey state early learning standards. 

Using exploration and discovery as a way of 

learning, The Creative Curriculum for Pre-

school enables children to develop confidence, 

creativity, and lifelong critical thinking skills.  

It offers daily opportunities to individualize 

instruction, helping teachers meet the needs 

of every type of learner, while addressing all 

the important areas of learning – from social-

emotional and math, to technology and the 

arts – and incorporates them throughout eve-

ry part of every day.  The program also offers 

daily built-in opportunities for observation, 

helping teachers and administrators to clearly 

see the strong relationship between curricu-

lum and assessment. The program also con-

tains guidance for working with all learners, 

including advanced learners and children with 

learning challenges. 

The CNRCNS Staff has been working hard this 

summer to become acquainted with the new 

curriculum and are looking forward to imple-

mentation this September.  Look for infor-

mation about our “curriculum informational 

night” this fall. 

If you would like more information about this 

great curriculum or if you have any questions 

about our nursery school, contact Stacey Sav-

age (nurseryschool@cnrc.church). 

ELEMENTARY YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 2—5) 
Our Elementary Youth Group (EYG) is starting a new program year!  We generally meet once a 
month on a Friday evening, in either Fellowship Hall or the Ministry Center from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
Our focus is on fun, fellowship, and ministry; we always encourage our CNRC youth to bring 
friends!  Last year we enjoyed making cookies and hand crafted notes for our Seniors, making 
sock puppet kits to send to the St. Thomas Reformed Church after-school program, decorating 
gingerbread houses for Christmas, and painting costumes and props for our inter-generational 
musical.  We had a blast with the Monmouth County Youth Theatre acting workshop, and we 
joined in with several Noah family movie nights at the Horans’, including a campfire and s’mores.  
We get our EYG youth and parents involved in generating ideas for our monthly get-togethers, so 
start sending in ideas!  Potential ideas generated so far include the ever-favorite “Sardines”—a 
backwards hide-and-seek-game played inside or out, a “Bake-Off” evening in the church kitchen, 
helping our shut-ins with raking leaves or light cleaning, and even planting a garden.  Be on the 
lookout for our first meeting of the year which will be posted in the weekly bulletin announce-
ments shortly. In the meantime, feel free to contact Jeanne Sokol at jpsokol@aol.com or 732-939-
4425, with questions and suggestions.  We have another great EYG year ahead! 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 6-8) 
As we approach the new program year, we are excited about kicking-off the Junior High Youth 
Group!  We are in the process of putting together a new leadership team and planning some com-
munity service projects.  There are also some great monthly activities (movie night, Yestercades, 
game night) in the works.  Any questions, please contact Paul or Debbie Horan at 
youth@cnrc.church or visit the Youth table at the Ministry Expo on Rally Day, September 8. 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 9-12) 
The Senior High Youth Group had a very exciting summer with many great events including 
backyard barbecues, Bible studies, and a trip to Dorney Water Park.  This fall, the youth will be 
engaging in Foodstock food collection, a trip to Delaware to support a former youth member, 
CROP Walk, Election Day Dinner, and baking cookies for youth who have gone off to college.  In 
the winter we plan to take a trip to New York City during the Christmas season followed by a lock-
in at the Horans’.  In February, we always look forward to our annual Super Bowl Sub Sale.  We 
have other events in the planning stages and as always, will sprinkle in some movie nights, game 
nights, and lock-ins.  We look forward to a productive and exciting year with our youth!  Contact 
Paul or Debbie Horan at youth@cnrc.church or visit the Youth table at the Ministry Expo on 
Rally Day, September 8 for more information. 

13 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
The Colts Neck Reformed Church 
Nursery School provides tradition-

al values taught in a warm and 
caring environment 

49 years (since 1970!) of experi-
ence preparing children for kinder-

garten 

Small class size 

1/2-day morning classes from 
9:15—11:45a 

1/2-day afternoon classes from 
12:00—2:30p 

Full day from 9:15a—2:15p 

Optional extended day programs 
from 11:45a—1:30p 

Playgroup for 2-1/2-year-olds from 
9:15—11:45a 

An open house is held in January 
each year for you to tour our facili-
ty, meet our amazing teachers, and 
see our classes in action, OR make 
an appointment with our director to 
visit at any time. 

Visit our website at https://
coltsneckreformed.org/nursery-
school to learn more. 

mailto:nurseryschool@cnrc.church?subject=Nursery%20School
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
Join in the worship of God at 9:15 a.m.  Music will be offered by Kay Brown and Maggie Tripold.  A chil-
dren’s worship activity is offered—children start in worship and, following the “Gospel for Children”, the 
younger children are dismissed to the Ministry Center with their leaders.  We conclude a sermon series 
on “The Lord’s Prayer” by looking at “for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.”  We will cele-
brate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as we seek to follow Jesus more dearly, nearly, and clearly. 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
Today is Rally Day, the traditional kick-off to the church program year!  We will worship at one service, 
beginning at 9:15 a.m.  The Sanctuary Choir will present service music as well as an intergeneration 
choir reprising a number from this past spring’s “Old Testament Fast Forward”.  Nursery care for infants 
and toddlers is available; this celebration service is geared to adults as well as church school aged chil-
dren—families are encouraged to worship together!  The “State of the Church” vision-casting address 
will be embedded in the sermon, and elders and deacons will be elected.  Following worship, beginning 
at approximately 10:15 a.m., there is a Ministry Exposition held at Colts Neck Firehouse #1 (slightly to 
the west of the church campus on Route 537), highlighting the many ministry/mission opportunities at 
the church including signing up for Church School and children’s music programming.  And the fun 
continues as we gather for our church picnic, held at the firehouse (rain or shine!).  All are welcome—we 
request $8 per adult and $5 for youth aged 5 through 8th grade to help offset costs.  Children under 5 
eat for free!  RSVP to the church office (office@cnrc.church).  Come and kick off the church program 
year with friends and a deepening faith. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
We resume our two-worship schedule with services beginning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  We begin an 
all-congregation study (meaning our worship services, our Bible studies, and our Church School 
classes) of The Story with a look at Genesis 1-11.  The Sanctuary Choir provides service music at 
both worship opportunities.  Church School for three-years-olds through seventh graders starts 
today during the first service; the children begin the morning in worship in the sanctuary, then 
following the “Gospel for Children”, they are dismissed (at approximately 9:35 a.m.) to their class-
rooms.  Youth choirs (except Cherubs) will rehearse beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Professional nursery 
care is provided at both worship services downstairs in the sanctuary building.  If you would like 
more information about the Church School and children’s ministries, contact Debi Jensen 
(associate.pastor@cnrc.church). 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
Worship services are at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Music will be offered by the Sanctuary Choir at both 
services.  We are a welcoming and affirming congregation where all are invited to participate in 
worshipping our gracious God and all are included in a community of faith, service, and joy.  The 
sermon this week will focus on another chapter of The Story. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
Worship services are at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Service music is provided by the Sanctuary Choir.  
Week three of The Story highlights the Old Testament story of Joseph in our worship services as 
well as in our study groups and Church School classes. 

To my church family: I cannot say thank you enough.  Thank you from the bottom of heart.  As soon as I mentioned I had a friend in need, 

everyone not only offered help in numerous ways, but went above and beyond to make sure my friend Erica and her family had everything 

they needed.  Erica and her family also cannot say thank you enough!  It truly brought tears to their eyes when we brought them an entire 

truck filled with donations.  I feel so blessed to be a part of such an amazing family—my church family.  I will forever be grateful and  Erica, 

her family, and I, cannot say thank you enough. 

Thank you, Rebecca Carmeli-Peslak 

mailto:office@cnrc.church?subject=Church%20picnic
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Bible studies/learning groups that coincide with the same story. 

To get the deepest impact from this program, you are encouraged 

to participate in a Bible study or study group which , each week, 

will give background information and provide opportunity for 

questions and exploration of the big themes to be conveyed in the 

upcoming sermon.  We hope you will join into thought-provoking 

conversation about The Story by joining one of our existing Bible 

studies (see page 5 in this newsletter to see which of our groups 

will be participating) or by joining/forming one of the new groups 

created to facilitate the study. 

The Bible contains an Upper Story and a Lower Story.  The Upper 

Story tells the big picture, the grand narrative of God unfolding 

throughout history.   The Lower Story contains the sometimes 

delightful, other times appalling, particulars of human experience.  

Without the lens of the Upper Story, the Lower Story seems out of 

focus and perplexing.  As we make our way through the Bible—The 

Story—we will be mindful of both the temporal, easily-seen 

events, and the not so obvious, yet truly eternal realities. 

The Upper Story of God’s love and perfect peace and blessing 

never changes even to the last chapter of the Bible.  The details in 

the Lower Story describe everyday events and the many ways peo-

ple resist God, thus wreaking havoc with themselves and each 

other. 

One feature of biblically-literate people is that they tend to focus 

more and more on the Upper Story and live in that realm.  That 

knowledge rightly colors how they approach and apply any part of 

the Bible.  It is knowledge of the Upper Story that gets us through 

the hard times in life.  People who haven’t studied or are unaware 

of the grand sweep of the “Good News” tend to focus more on the 

particulars of a story and its immediate application.  Our study 

over the next eighteen months will help all people to have this 

more full-orbed approach so they get away from the habit of iso-

lated-verse-only application.  This also will protect people from 

the common misapplications that can be made with some texts.  

The Upper Story guides us into seeing every text as fitting into a 

bigger whole. 

So come along—learn and grow in faith and faithfulness as you 

become not only more familiar with various stories, but see how 

they fit into the Upper Story of the Bible, and how God is at work 

in ultimate ways for the salvation of the whole world. 

(Continued from page 1 - Our Focus for the Coming Year) 

group, or bowl on our bowling team.  We have five vocal choirs and five handbell choirs ranging from children to adults;  we have a 

jazz band; we have Bible studies for men, women, young moms, seniors, and co-ed groups; we have yoga; we have knitting, canning,  

crafting, and quilting groups; we have support groups for those with chronic pain/illness and those who are survivors of cancer; 

we have social groups for single active seniors and for women who like to gather together to eat and chat.  If you don’t see a group you 

are interested in, let us know and you can start a new one!  For detailed information on each of our groups, continue reading this newslet-

ter, wander around our website (http://www.coltsneckreformed.org), and talk to people during Coffee and Fellowship (in Fellowship Hall 

within the Community Center) between the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship services on Sundays. 

(Continued from page 1 - What Groups and Programs Do We Offer?) 

how to be involved and whom to contact with questions.  

Primarily written by staff and our leadership, it will keep 

people—long-term members, recent attenders, and guests—

informed.  Our new, exciting and vibrant digital journal will 

be published seasonally or episodically and will be chock full 

of photos and videos, recapping the events of our church life.  

Focusing on human interest pieces, it will have less text, but 

will be filled with celebrations and connections.  We are 

blessed to have Adrianne Spota Walker as the editor for this 

new creative endeavor—but we need you!  As you take 

photos or video, you are a needed roving reporter!  Please 

send your photos/videos with accompanying descriptions to 

Adrianne at journal@cnrc.church, or you can put them on a 

flash drive/memory card (which will be returned to you!) and 

drop them off at the church office. 

Communicating, celebrating, connecting—all in praise of God,  

 

Scott D. Brown 

(Continued from page 2 - Focus on Faith) 

order to have enough supplies for the class, please make 

sure you have called the church office to let us know that 

your child will be attending. 

Classes are held on Sundays, starting on Septem-

ber 29, upstairs in the Ministry Center, Room 24/25 

from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m.. We will meet approxi-

mately every two weeks. 

Rev. Scott Brown and Pastor Debi Jensen are looking 

forward to leading another group of our young people 

through confirmation and to their own public profession 

of faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

(Continued from page 4 - Confirmation Class Begins) 
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ALL ARE WELCOME! 

The Colts Neck Reformed 
Church welcomes you to come 
and be refreshed by the Word of 
God, times of prayer and praise, 
and the community of God’s 
people!  We are a welcoming 
and affirming congregation, 
committed to affirm the beauty, 
value, and gifts of all people.  
These commitments are not 
subject to a person’s color, race, 
ethnicity, place of origin, age, 
sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, relationship status (single, 
married, separated, divorced), 
socio-economic situation, or a 
person’s mental, physical, or 
emotional health or ability.  All 
are invited to participate in 
worshipping our gracious God 
and all are included in a com-
munity of faith, service and joy.   

COLTS NECK REFORMED CHURCH 

P.O. Box 57  ⬧  139 Route 537  ⬧  Colts Neck  ⬧  NJ  ⬧  07722 

Church office phone: 732-462-4555  ⬧  Nursery school phone: 732-462-4662 

Fax: 732-866-9545  ⬧  Church office email: office@cnrc.church  ⬧  website: http://www.coltsneckreformed.org 

Church office administrative hours: Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. (summer hours vary) 

OFFICE STAFF 

Scott D. Brown—Minister 

Extension 111; Home: 732-686-0530; email: revscottbrown@cnrc.church 

Debi Jensen—Pastor 

Extension 122; Home: 732-747-3963; email: associate.pastor@cnrc.church 

Maggie Tripold—Director of Music and Worship Arts 

Extension 114; email: music@cnrc.church 

Stacey Savage—Director of Early Childhood Ministries 

Extension 108; Direct line: 732-462-4662; email: nurseryschool@cnrc.church 

Dianne O’Hara—Congregational Care Coordinator, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

Extension 112; email: cnrc.care@cnrc.church 

Paul and Debbie Horan—Directors of Youth Ministries 

email: youth@cnrc.church 

David Tripold, Ph.D—Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director 

Pam Licata—Church Administrator/Secretary 

Extension 110; email: office@cnrc.church 

Joy Lenz—Administrative Assistant, Nursery School Secretary, Newsletter Editor 

Extension 116; email: joy.lenz@cnrc.church, reformed.informer@cnrc.church 

CONSISTORY 

Elders: 

Reed Feuster  Vice President 

Barbara Battles Worship 

Brian Allain  Christian Education 

Claire Morris Health & Wellness 

Sean Horan  Discipleship for Youth / Young Adult Ministries 

Katie Gilpin  Assimilation and Outreach 

Deacons: 

Guy Vander Vliet Clerk 

John Applegate Fellowship 

Paul Anderson Stewardship and Finance 

Morgan Savage Building and Grounds 

Luanne Petrie Mission—Hands-on Opportunities 

Nancy Holm  Mission—Benevolences 

Articles for the Reformed Informer are due by the 10th of the month for the following month’s issue.  Submissions may be edited.  Email sub-

missions to reformed.informer@cnrc.church. 

Articles/pictures/video for the Reformed Journal should to be sent shortly after an event has been held.  The media can put on a flash drive / 

memory card (which will be returned to you!) and brought to the church office, or email submissions to journal@cnrc.church. 
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