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Dear Friends, 

Change is challenging.  Who doesn’t enjoy the status quo?  Familiarity 
brings comfort; we like what we know and we know what we like.  So why 
instigate change?  Why a new format and a digital newsletter?  Certainly the 
“Reformed Informer” as we’ve known it has been a truly fine 
publication.  Many colleagues have commented that it’s the best church 
newsletter they’ve ever seen.  And it’s true, the content was meaningful and 
the layout crisp.  Much of that is due to the energy and effort of Betsy Aras 
who served as our newsletter editor.  Yet Betsy necessarily instituted 

change too.  With the advent of computer publishing programs she brought us from “cut and paste” 
and clip-art, to a professional publication.  I am grateful to Betsy – yet there is change in her life as 
she and Ed are retiring and beginning a transition to living on LBI and in Virginia.  As a result, she is 
departing from the church staff after 20 years (a congregational “thank you” will occur during the 9:15 
service on 12/23). 

With the circumstance of Betsy leaving as newsletter editor, the staff and consistory began to review 
our best communication practices in the new digital age.  While some prefer a hard-copy print 
publication (and this will still be available to those without email), many indicated they would either be 
just as happy or even more willing to read the “church news” if it were distributed electronically.  So 
here we go!  It may take some getting used to – change always does – but so that we can continue to 
be effective in connecting, we have a new format with more graphics, less text, and the ability to “click 
through” to articles with more in-depth information.  I’m very grateful for the collaboration between 
staff and volunteers who will shepherd this new format so creatively. 

This is a good thing!  Adapting to new technology and new ways takes some getting used to.  But 
remember in this Advent season, God too created a new way of communicating:  “Long ago God 
spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son whom he appointed heir of all things!” (Hebrews 1:1-2).   

Peace, 

 


