
Dear Friends, 

Our church has more houses than we need.  With Maggie and Dave Tripold now 
in their own (beautiful!) home, 32 Village Lane is vacant.  The church also owns 
both the home in which Kay and I live, directly to the west of the sanctuary, as 
well as 28 Village Lane.  In a couple of years, the Horans will have completed 
their tenure on staff and that home will be available when we call another 
installed minister.  It makes fiscal sense to sell 32 Village Lane, which will go on 
the market this month.  The consistory will decide what to do with the proceeds, 
but some of the conversation is linked to paying down the mortgages we hold 
on 28 Village Lane and from building the ministry center. 

 
That’s business.  For me, there’s also emotion.  My family and I lived in 32 Village Lane for nine years.  It’s where 
Zach and Julia came after being born.  First steps, tooth fairy, riding a bike, holidays, picnics… great memories 
made there.  I cried when we moved from there to Three Bridges, NJ.  Yet it didn’t take long for me to come to 
the realization that truly “home is where the heart is”.  A house is a structure – and is a place of memory and 
gratitude, but a home goes with us.  Home is where we hang our hearts.  I pray that you have happy 
remembrances of times past, but also that you have a home – that safe, soft place to land when you are in need. 
 
I encourage you to think of our congregation as your spiritual home – that place where we gather to share and 
celebrate, to find respite and refuge, to gather strength for the journey.  We are in this together.  May God bless 
you each and every day, until that time comes when God calls to your heavenly home and grants you forever-
peace. 
 
In Christ’s love,  

   
 
  

Scott D. Brown 


