
Dear Friends, 

I’ve always thought it would be great fun to fly – and I don’t just mean in an airplane. 
Wouldn’t it be exhilarating to float free like a bird? I took all the preparatory lessons 
to go skydiving while I was in college – but the weather didn’t cooperate for my 
jump; a regret… 
 
For forty days after the Easter miracle of resurrection, Jesus appeared on earth. 
The accounts of his manifestations report of him eating, of having flesh and bones, 
but also of suddenly appearing in locked rooms and at places miles away from each 

other. Jesus was not a hallucination and not some spirit-visage, but he was astonishingly, somehow, “floating 
around.”  He was not yet ascended into heaven but carrying out what I’ve called a “fly-by” ministry of compassion 
and evangelism. He brought a morsel of grace offered here, a touch of kindness there. Sharing, caring, helping, 
healing… most times without at first revealing who he was. 
 
As Jesus’ ascension to heaven is marked (this year on May 30th), in some sense, May is a month for us to follow 
his model of ministry. We too are on our road to glory, but for the time being, we’re here. So, will you fly with 
me? Not the jumping out of planes, but something even more adventurous – engaging in fly-by ministries that 
will make your heart race as you bear witness to the amazing power of our amazing God.  Leap into the 
opportunity of sharing your faith boldly, or of giving more freely, or of intentionally participating in mission.  Risky 
business!  What will you do that will require you to depend on God rather than rely on yourself?  The opportunities 
for ministry in the name of Jesus are there – and it’s your time to soar! 
 
Joining you in the journey,  

 
 
  

Scott D. Brown 


