
MAUNDY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY TIMELINE 

 

The disciples prepare for the Passover (Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16, Luke 22:7-13). At 

sunset on Thursday they observe the last Passover Jesus will partake (Matthew 26, Mark 14, 

Luke 22, John 13). After the service is completed they sing a hymn then walk to the Mount of 

Olives (Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26). 

At roughly 9 p.m., while walking to the Garden of Gethsemane (at the foot of the Mount of 

Olives), Jesus tells the disciples “let not your hearts be troubled and that he is the True Vine 

(known as the “farewell discourse” - John 14-15). He offers his final words of encouragement 

- “take courage!” (John 16:33). 

Jesus and his disciples arrive at the Garden of Gethsemane, where Peter, James and John 

are taken to stand watch while Christ prays for three hours. The disciples, though asked to 

stay awake while he prays, quickly fall asleep. Although he initially prays that the "cup" of 

suffering and death awaiting him be taken away, the Lord ultimately accepts whatever the 

Father wills (Matthew 26: 36-44, Mark 14:32-40, Luke 22:39 - 46, John 17). 

After midnight (Friday), Judas arrives in the Garden of Gethsemane accompanied by armed 

officers and the religious leaders. Judas, as a signal of which person to arrest, gives Jesus a 

kiss (Matthew 26:45-49, Mark 14:41-45, Luke 22:47-48, John 18:1-8). 

At approximately 2 a.m. the High Priest questions Jesus about His disciples and teachings 

but does not receive an answer. Frustrated, he adjures him by the living God to state whether 

or not he is the true Son of God (Matthew 26:62-63). The answer he receives so angers him 

that he tears his clothes and cries out that Christ has committed blasphemy.  The High Priest 

then immediately asks the council (the Sanhedrin) for a verdict, to which they unanimously 

shout that the death penalty should be carried out (Matthew 26:59-68, Mark 14:55-65, Luke 

22:63-65). Peter then denies him three times (Matthew 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:56-

62, John 18:17, 25-27). 

Because Jewish law demanded that two sessions of the Sanhedrin hear and try a defendant, 

a second trial of Jesus was held around 5 a.m. This second trial, however, seems little more 

than a "rubber stamp" of the first trial's decision.  Jesus is bound and sent to Pontius Pilate, 

the Roman Prefector of Judea, for punishment. (Matthew 27:1-2, Mark 15:1, Luke 22:66-23:1, 

John 18:28).  Pilate isn’t interested in a charge of blasphemy (a religious issue) so the Jewish 

leaders raise the charge of treason against Rome. The Jewish establishment want the 

Romans to do the dirty job of execution since they cannot. 

While Pilate questions Jesus (Matthew 27:11-14, Mark 15:2-5, Luke 23:2-4, John 18:29-30) 

he discovers he is from Galilee and sends him to Herod Antipas (Tetrarch of Galilee and son 



of Herod the Great) for judgment. Herod questions him but receives no answers. Herod and 

his soldiers mock him and send him back to Pilate (Luke 23:5-12). 

 At roughly 8 a.m. Pontius Pilate tells the Jewish religious leaders that he and Herod Antipas 

find Jesus innocent. Pilate wishes to release him (Luke 23:13-15, John 18:31-38). Unable to 

do so because of the crowds, he releases the prisoner Barabbas. He then has his soldiers 

severely beat and scourge Jesus.  

The soldiers take Jesus to Golgotha, (in Latin, Calvary, the Place of the Skull) to be crucified. 

Along the route they force Simon of Cyrene to carry his cross (Matthew 27:32-33, Mark 15:21-

22, Luke 23:26-31). 

Jesus is nailed to the cross. He is crucified along with two thieves (Matthew 27:38, Mark 

15:27-28, Luke 23:32-33, John 19:18). He is given wine (vinegar) mixed with gall to drink 

while on the cross (Matthew 27:34, Mark 15:23). Roman soldiers also cast lots for his clothes.  

(John 19:23-24) 

Pontius Pilate has the charge against him written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek and put on 

Jesus' cross.  INRI (Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews).  The Jews object, saying he only 

claimed to be their king; Pilate said, “What I have written, I have written.” (John 19:19-22) 

Near the end of his life Christ asks God the Father to forgive those that are killing him 

(Matthew 27:35-36, Mark 15:24-25, Luke 23:34). 

Many family and friends, at a distance, watch Jesus suffer on the cross. These include his 

mother Mary, her sister, Mary Magdalene and the apostle John (Matthew 27:39-45, 55-56, 

Mark 15:29-33, 40-41, Luke 23:35-44, 48-49, John 19:25-27). 

From noon to 3 p.m. darkness covers the entire land.   At 3 p.m. Jesus cries out with a loud 

voice: "Eli Eli, lama sabachthani?" (My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Psalm 

22:1)  Some in the crowd think he is calling out to the prophet Elijah (Matthew 27:46-47, Mark 

15:34-35). He is offered and accepts vinegar (sour wine) to wet his lips. A spear is thrust into 

his side and He cries out with a loud voice "It is finished! (completed)" (John 19:28-30) 

The Jews, desiring the death of those crucified before the high Holy Day starts (around 6 pm), 

asks Pilate to break their legs. Pilate agrees. The legs of those crucified with Jesus are 

broken, but his are not since he is already dead (John 19:31-37). 

Pilate, just before sunset, allows Joseph of Arimathea to take the body of Jesus. Joseph and 

Nicodemus wrap his body in fine linen with a mixture of myrrh and aloes and bury him in the 

brand new tomb (Matthew 27:57-61, Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-55, John 19:38-42).  


