
Dear Friends, 

How I am ever-grateful to be able to write those words, “dear friends…”  

Each month for the past 34 years I’ve had the privilege of writing a 

pastoral note to “my friends.”  And you certainly are.  How many people 

have the grace-filled opportunity to work with/for those who are 

friends? 

I find that friendships are forged through spending time together through the ups and downs of 

life.  We definitely experience those!   As a church family, we draw close to one another as we 

worship, wonder, weep together, as we seek, support, and share together. (How we preachers 

love alliteration!) 

Consider this month the many moments of meaning we’ll share!  We begin the month 

sacramentally.  Does it get better than that?  Communion – receiving the life-sustaining blessing 

of bread and cup.  Baptism – welcoming mother and daughter Barbora and Sofia Sebolt into the 

community of faith as the water of salvation confirms their affirmation, “Jesus is Lord.”   We say 

“fare thee well” as some members prepare to relocate to places warmer/more affordable/closer 

to children.  Gratefully, we also welcome new members; such is the cycle of family belonging.  

There are business meetings – consistory leading effectively; the Atlantic Cemetery trustees 

having their annual meeting to ensure our graveyard and remembrance garden are places of 

consolation and blessing.  Educational opportunities abound.  Mission and service are core 

commitments.   Musical ensembles rehearse.  Yoga brings balance.  It’s a great joy to be able to 

celebrate with two church family members as both bride and groom, Carol Lang and Doug McCoy 

(who met at church!), are joined together in marriage on April 6!  Then, although last in my list, 

but foremost in our faith – the significance of Holy Week:  Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Easter.  The miracle of resurrection is the foundation of all that binds us together.   

Jesus lives!  Eternal life is ours!  Death is defeated!  Love lives!   

Where else can you find the help, the hope, the intergenerational community that is ours?  Thank 

you for your place in the story.  May the power of resurrection sustain you and connect you so 

that together we can make it day by day and month my month.  Happy April!  God bless you. 

Living and loving like Jesus, 

 

 

Scott D. Brown  


