
Bible Basis: Revelation 1:1–20; 4:1–11; 5:13–14; 19:11–15; 21:10–18, 21–27; 22:7–14; 16:21

Key Verse: Look! He is coming with the clouds. Every eye will see him. —Revelation 1:7 NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus is coming again. I can live in his kingdom forever.

Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 31: Revelation 

rEvELATION
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STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: pictures of items children will quickly recognize

Gather an assortment of pictures of items children can easily identify. These can be magazine pages, 
photos, or drawings. Try to have between fifteen and twenty. Say, How good is your eyesight? I’m 
going to show you some pictures, and you call out what you see. Then flash the pictures one after 
another, as quickly as you can. Children may or may not catch what some of them are. If you like, you 
may show them again more slowly. Talk about:

•	Tell me about something you’ve seen, but you weren’t sure what it was.

•	What’s the most incredible thing you’ve ever seen?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll hear about something that’s going to happen that every eye 
on Earth will see.

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Children, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 31

Optional: props for the eye doctor

Tell the story from The Story for Children, Chapter 31.  You can have children find Revelation 1 
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed 
throughout the story.

jesus Comes Again
You’ll tell today’s story as if you are an eye doctor. Ham up the part as much as you’d like. Before 
beginning the story, teach children to say, “John’s eyes, John’s eyes, what do you see?” They could 
also use their fingers to put rings around their eyes, like glasses. Decide what the signal will be for 
them to repeat this phrase, and practice a few times. Pause as indicated in the story to give the 
signal and allow time for the children to ask the question. Then continue with the story. 
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I’ve been taking care of people’s eyes for a very long time—certainly longer than you young 
folks have been around. It seems like thousands of years. I remember one of my oldest 
patients. A man named John was one of Jesus’ best friends. After Jesus went back to 
heaven, John became one of the leaders of the Christians, and this got him into an eyeful of 
trouble. When John was an old man, he was captured and sent to an island called Patmos 
for the rest of his life. While he was on Patmos, he started seeing visions of heaven. I used 
to examine his eyes and wonder if he had special eyes, but he said the visions were from 
God. Pause and give the signal for children to say, “John’s eyes, John’s eyes, what do you see?”

John knew Jesus was coming again some day, because Jesus used to say he would be back. 
Read Revelation 1:7. He knew that’s what it would be like. John’s eyes, your eyes, my eyes—
every eye will see it. But John didn’t know exactly what would happen. 

John was minding his own business one day when the Holy Spirit took control of him and 
he heard a loud voice. Read Revelation 1:12–16. Can you even imagine? I had to have John 
describe it about six times before I started to get the picture. Lamp stands … gold … fiery 
eyes … stars in his hand. Pause and give the signal.

John told me this blazing, sun-bright man touched him and said, “I am the Living One. I 
was dead. But look! I am alive forever and ever!” It was Jesus! Then John looked again, and 
there was a door standing open in heaven. Yes, heaven! John was getting a peek at heaven. 
He saw a throne, and the one who sat on the throne shone like jewels. Around the throne 
was a rainbow that looked like an emerald—that’s an incredibly beautiful kind of precious 
jewel. Pause and give the signal.

The throne flashed and thundered, and John saw four creatures. The way John described 
them boggles the mind. I’m still trying to get my head around what he meant. Listen carefully 
and see if your mind’s eye can picture it. These four creatures were covered with eyes. There 
must have been a bazillion eyes. The first creature looked like a lion. The second one looked 
like an ox. The third one had a man’s face. The fourth one looked like a flying eagle. They all 
had six wings with eyes all over them, and they never stopped saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God who rules over all.” Can you picture that? Pause and give the signal.

John’s eyes looked perfectly normal to me, but what he saw was way beyond what I could 
imagine. Read Revelation 19:13–14. What do you suppose he was the king of? I’m thinking 
it had something to do with the kingdom of God! He had a name written on him that said, 
“The Word of God.” This guy on the white horse must have been Jesus, and he was leading 
the armies of heaven! Everyone was riding on white horses, and everyone was dressed in 
clean white clothes. Pause and give the signal. 

Later, the Spirit took John to a huge, high mountain and showed John the Holy City. It was 
coming down out of heaven. Can you picture that—a city coming down out of heaven? 
The whole city shone with the glory of God. This city had twelve huge gates made out of 
enormous pearls and each gate had an angel. This city was made out of gold—pure gold! 
Even the main street of the city was made out of pure gold. Have you got even one thing 
that’s made out of pure gold? John saw a whole city! Pause and give the signal.
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This incredible city made out of pure gold does not need the sun or the moon to shine. 
God’s glory is its light. Jesus said to John, “Look! I am coming soon! I am the First and the 
Last. I am the Beginning and the End.”

The people who follow Jesus will get to live in this wonderful city someday. They will be 
allowed to go through the gates and into the city. Anyone who wants to take this free gift 
can have it. Pause and give the signal.

John saw some amazing stuff with his eyes! He wrote down everything he saw and heard in 
the visions so Christians in all the churches could know what was going to happen. This is 
the very last part of the Bible, called Revelation. Jesus is coming to Earth again! And we’ll 
be able to live in his kingdom forever!

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 31. 
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about John’s vision. As a class, read the key verse 
from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	Name some of the things John had visions of.

•	How does the story of Revelation show what God’s kingdom is like? 

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later. 

Say, Jesus is coming again someday. We don’t know when, but when it happens, everyone will 
know! 

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose from these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Cloud visions Game
Stuff You Need: white bed sheet, large index cards (or half sheets of paper), marker

Ahead of time, write one word from the Bible verse on each card: “Look! He is coming with the 
clouds. Every eye will see him.” As you begin the activity, show the cards to the children and help 
them read or recognize the words. Then have everyone stand in a circle. Say, Our game reminds us 
that Jesus is coming with the clouds. Spread the sheet out in the middle of the children and have 
them all take hold of it. Practice flapping it together as high as possible. Then have one child choose 
a card and stand under the sheet. As the rest of the group flaps the sheet, the child under it flashes 
the card. See if anyone can see the word. Play until everyone has had a turn under the sheet or until 
all the words have been used. 

•	Say, Let’s repeat the verse together. Lead the children in saying the verse.

•	How do you think you will feel when Jesus comes again?
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Say, God sent Jesus to Earth the first time as a baby and very few people knew. The second 
time, he will come in a way so that everyone will know that God is king!

Option 2: Every Eye mosaic
Stuff You Need: Eye Template Activity Sheet, colored paper, safety scissors, glue, poster board, 
markers

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Our Bible verse says that every eye will see Jesus when he 
comes again. Let’s use eye shapes to make a mosaic picture of what it might look like when Jesus 
comes again. Have the children use the templates and cut out eyes of various sizes and colors. Use 
markers to draw in eyeballs and eyelashes. Then arrange the eyes on the poster board so that the color 
groupings form a picture of Jesus coming on a cloud. Ask: 

•	What will happen when Jesus comes again?

•	What kind of picture of heaven did John see in his vision?

Say, Jesus is coming again, and we’ll be able to live with him forever in his kingdom. He wants 
us to be there with him! 

Option 3: revelation Word Search
Stuff You Need: Revelation Word Search Activity Sheet, highlighters

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say the lesson’s Bible verse together again: “Look! He is coming 
with the clouds. Every eye will see him.”—Revelation 1:7 Then read the words in the word bank 
together. Either alone or in pairs, complete the word search puzzle. Then have the students arrange 
the words in correct order on the blanks below the puzzle to show the verse. There may be some 
extra words. Be careful!

Option 4: revelation—jesus is Coming 
Clock

Stuff You Need: paper plates, paint, construction paper, CD or another large circular object for 
students to trace, brass fasteners, safety scissors, markers

1. Have children paint the paper plate. Let dry.

2. Trace the CD (or circle stencil) onto a piece of construction paper.

3. Cut out the circle to make the clock face.

4. Draw the numbers on the clock face. To make this easier, suggest drawing 12, 3, 6, and 9 first, and 
filling in the remaining numbers after.

5. Glue the clock face to the paper plate.

6. Using a scrap piece of construction paper, cut out the hands of the clock. Students can draw 
arrows and cut them out, or just use strips. Just make sure one hand is longer than the other.
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7. To attach the hands to the clock, an adult should use a pencil to poke a hole through the center of 
each child’s clock.

8. Then children can stick the brass fastener through the clock and clock hands.

STEp 4:  GOING HOmE

Pray together thanking God that Jesus is coming again. Make sure each child takes home a copy of 
The Story Elementary Trading Card 31, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




