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Step 1: Come together

Create the sound of a rainstorm in your classroom. Have the adult volunteers snap—this sounds like 
raindrops. Then, as they continue, have half the children beat quickly on their laps—this sounds like 
heavy rain. As they continue, have a quarter of the children stomp their feet rapidly—this sounds 
like thunder. As they continue, have a quarter of the children make a wooshing, whistling noise—this 
sounds like wind. Then, have the whistlers stop. A few seconds later have the stomping stop. A few 
seconds later have the children patting their laps stop. Finally, after a few seconds, have the adults 
quit snapping.

Say, “Wow! Wasn’t that amazing? It sounded like we had a rainstorm right here in our 
classroom. God made the rain. He controls the weather. Today we’re going to talk about Paul 
again. Who remembers Paul from last week? What did he do? (named Saul; wanted to put Jesus’ 
followers in jail, blinded, believed in Jesus, told people about Jesus, put in jail, kept telling people 
about Jesus) Let’s read a story about Paul’s amazing trip.”

Step 2: hear the Story

First, read aloud Chapter 30, “God’s Servant,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

Today’s story is about Paul, a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. He lived a life full of adventure. 
As I tell this story, let’s act it out together.

This adventure, like all good adventures, started with a prayer. (Have children bow their heads 
and fold their hands as if praying.) Paul prayed, and God told him to go to Jerusalem. People in 
Jerusalem wanted to kill Paul. His friends didn’t want him to go to Jerusalem. (Have children tell 
each other, “Don’t go. Don’t go.”) Paul knew God was in charge. Paul went to Jerusalem.

In Jerusalem, Paul told people about Jesus. (Have children ask each other, “Do you know Jesus?”) 
Mean people did not like Paul. (Have children put a fist in the air and yell, “Go away!”) Paul was 

Bible Basis: Acts 20:22–28, 36–38; 22:22–29; 27:1, 9–41; 28:1–10

Bible Verse: “I want to complete the work the Lord Jesus has given me. He wants me to give 
witness to others about the good news of God’s grace.” —Acts 20:24, NIrV

Bible Point: Paul served God with his whole life. God wants me to serve him, too.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 30: “God’s Servant”

goD’S SerVaNt
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taken to jail. Mean people could not hurt him, though. He was a Roman citizen. So they sent 
him to Rome to be punished. (Have children point as if to tell Paul the way to Rome.)

Paul was put on a ship. Paul told the leader of the ship that the trip would be dangerous. The 
captain did not listen to him. He sailed for Rome. (Have children sway as if they are on a boat.) 
Before long, a storm came. (Have children stomp their feet to sound like thunder.) The storm 
lasted a long time. (Have children clap to sound like rain.) The sailors threw all their things 
overboard. On the third day, they could not see the sun or stars.

Paul prayed. (Have children bow their heads and fold their hands as if praying.) He told everyone 
that the ship would be destroyed. He told them that not a single person would die. He told the 
leader to find a beach. The leader listened to Paul. (Have children cheer.)

After fourteen days, the sailors found a beach, but they could not land. Some tried to leave the 
boat. Paul stopped them. (Have children hold up one hand and say, “Stop!”) Paul told the people 
to eat. He thanked God for their bread and made sure everyone ate. (Have children pretend to 
eat.) This made the people on the ship feel better.

The next day, they all reached the shore of an island safely. (Have children cheer.) The people 
from the island built a fire to keep the people warm. Just when things looked good, a snake bit 
Paul’s hand. It was poisonous. Everyone thought he would die, but he didn’t. He didn’t even 
get sick. God saved Paul from the snake’s poison.

While Paul waited for a new ship, he told people about Jesus. (Have children ask each other, “Do 
you know Jesus?”) God let Paul heal many sick people. After three months, another ship came, 
and it took Paul to Rome.

In Rome, Paul told people about Jesus. (Have children ask each other, “Do you know Jesus?”) 
He wrote many letters to friends. Paul died in Rome, but because of him many people learned 
about Jesus. Paul served God with his whole life.

After the Bible story, ask:

•	What did Paul do no matter where he was? (He told people about Jesus.)

•	What did God tell Paul when Paul’s ship was caught in a storm? (God told Paul that the ship 
would be destroyed but not a single person would be hurt.)

Say, “Paul served God with his whole life. God wants me to serve him, too.” Have children 
repeat the Bible Point with you.

Say, “Let’s ask God how he wants us to serve him today.”

Pray with your children, asking God to keep you all close to him and to show you how he wants you 
to serve him today.
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Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: paul’s Ship
Stuff you need: paper plates (without a plastic coating), black washable markers, tape, straws, 
construction paper triangles

Lead the children in the following activity. Fold the paper plate in half. Stand it on the rounded 
edges, with the flat edge on top. This is your rocking ship. Draw three small circles on the middle of 
each side of the plate to be portholes. Tape the triangle onto the straw; this is your mast and sail. 
Tape the mast onto one side of the boat. Rock the ship to show what it was like for Paul and the 
other passengers on his ship during the terrible storm.

option 2: Serving others
Stuff you need: whole sheets of construction paper (folded in half), washable markers, glitter, glue, 
stickers, and stick-on gems and foam shapes

Say, “Paul told others about Jesus. He helped and served the people. Today we are going to 
serve others, too.”

Have the class make cards for children who are in the hospital or for elderly shut-ins from your 
church. You can deliver them later in the week. Ask children to draw pictures and designs that will 
help people feel better. You can collect the cards, but if a child has a sick friend or family member in 
mind, let the child take their card to give to that person.

option 3: Using our Bodies to Serve Jesus
Sing and do the motions to the song “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes.” Do the motions faster 
and faster each round until everyone is giggling. (If you don’t know it, you can find it online.)

Say, “God gave us our bodies. We can use them to serve God and others.”

Ask:

•	How can we use our heads? (use our ears to listen to others, use our minds to think of ways to help)

•	How can we use our shoulders? (let someone who is tired lean on our shoulders; let someone 
who is sad cry on our shoulders)

•	How can we use our knees? (jump up to help our mom or our teacher)

•	How can we use our toes? (run to the rescue when someone is hurt)
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option 4: paul in a Storm
Stuff you need: Paul in a Storm Activity Sheet, crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Have them color the picture of Paul.

option 5: paper Chain Snake
Stuff you need: construction paper cut into strips (about 2 inches wide and 8 inches long), plastic 
eyes or marker to draw eyes, glue (to attach plastic eyes), tape

Say, “Just when Paul thought everyone was safe after the shipwreck, he was bitten by a snake! 
We are going to make our own snakes to help us remember the story of Paul.”

Let children choose about 8 colored strips each. (They can take more and make their snake longer 
if there is time.) Take a strip of paper and bring the two ends together to form a ring. Tape them 
together. Next, slide the next strip of paper through the ring. Tape the ends together to form a 
second ring. Repeat the process until you have used all 8 strips. On the first ring, either glue eyes or 
draw them with a marker.

Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 30. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that Paul served God with his whole life. Show your parents 
the back and tell them that God wants you to serve him, too.” Have them practice saying this 
before they leave.

Use The Story for Little Ones or The Story Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and 
Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




