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Step 1: Come together

Stuff you need: suitcase; variety of items needed to travel, such as toothpaste, toothbrush, socks, 
pajamas; variety of other items, such as a kitchen funnel, trash can, clock, or jump rope

Preparation: Set everything out across the front of your teaching area.

Say, “Let’s say I am going to a country far, far away. What items do I need to take with me on 
my trip?”

Let the children choose items for your trip and put them into your suitcase.

Say, “I am prepared to go on a trip! Thank you for your help. Today we are going to read a story 
about Jesus’ disciples and people from faraway countries who had traveled to Jerusalem.”

Step 2: hear the Story

Stuff you need: red construction paper cut into the shape of flames, chalk, wet wipes, Miracle Poster 
from Lesson 27

First, read aloud Chapter 28, “The Holy Spirit,” from The Story for Little Ones.

Give each child a red construction paper flame. Let them make flames on it with chalk. Collect the 
chalk and wipe hands before you begin telling the story. Whenever you mention flames or the Holy 
Spirit, have the children hold their flame above their heads.

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story.

After Jesus rose from the dead, he talked to his followers and taught them more about God. 
Then a miracle happened. Jesus went out into the open. With his followers watching, Jesus 
started to float until he floated up into heaven and they could no longer see him! That was a 
miracle! What is a miracle? Who remembers from last week? (Get the Miracle Poster and review it.)

Bible Basis: Acts 1:2–11; 2:1–6, 23–24, 32–33, 43–47; 8:4–8; 9:1–9, 17–19

Bible Verse: “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to speak in languages they had 
not known before. The Spirit gave them the ability to do this.” —Acts 2:4, NIrV

Bible Point: God gives his people the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can live inside me.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 28: “The Holy Spirit”

the holy SpIrIt
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Before he ascended (went up) into heaven, Jesus told his followers to watch and wait. That 
is exactly what they did. They went to Jerusalem and waited. Lots of other people were in 
Jerusalem, too! People had come from different countries. Jesus’ followers waited, just as Jesus 
asked them to do.

One day Jesus’ followers were in a room praying together, and they heard a strong wind. 
The sound came right to where they were. Then they saw something that looked like tongues 
of flame. A small flame settled on each person. The followers began to speak in languages 
they had never spoken before. The Holy Spirit had come! The Holy Spirit caused the disciples 
to speak in languages they didn’t know. Why was this important? Because people were in 
Jerusalem from lots of different countries! The disciples were able to tell those people about 
Jesus in their own languages.

One of the disciples, named Peter, said, “Long ago, God planned that Jesus would die at your 
hands. You nailed him to the cross, but God raised him from the dead. God has raised Jesus 
back to life. Jesus has been given a place of honor at the right hand of God. He has received 
the Holy Spirit from the Father.”

Because the Holy Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak other languages, 3,000 people 
followed Jesus that day! Now that is truly a miracle!

The Holy Spirit was Jesus’ gift. From that day on, the Holy Spirit has lived inside Jesus’ followers. 
Even today, when you ask Jesus to be your Savior, the Holy Spirit lives inside you. Many people 
became followers because of the Holy Spirit that day in Jerusalem. These new followers went 
back to their own countries and told other people about Jesus. The story of Jesus spread 
throughout the world.

After the Bible story, ask:

•	What was Jesus’ gift to his followers? (the Holy Spirit)

•	Who was able to receive the Holy Spirit? (all of Jesus’ followers)

Say, “God gives his people the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can live inside you, too.”

Pray with your children that they receive God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

Step 3: explore more

Choose from these activity options to help children explore the lesson further.

option 1: telephone game
Have all the children sit in a circle. Whisper a secret into the ear of the child sitting next to you. Say 
something silly like, “My favorite food is broccoli with chocolate sauce.” Have that child whisper 
the same secret to the child next to him or her. Continue around the circle until the secret comes 
back to you. Laugh with your group about how the secret message has changed. Play several 
rounds. Do some serious messages such as, “God sent the Holy Spirit,” and some silly messages.
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When you are done say, “Just like we passed on our silly messages from person to person, 
the travelers in Jerusalem went back to their countries and passed on the message of Jesus! 
Fortunately, their message was clearer than our silly messages.”

option 2: hot potato
Stuff you need: beanbag, music player, and music

Sit in a circle with your group. When you turn on the music, pass the beanbag around the group. 
Randomly stop the music. When the music stops, whoever has the beanbag tells one thing they’ve 
learned this year in your class. If the child is new to the class, the child can tell one thing he or she 
knows about God or Jesus. Start the music again and pass the beanbag. Play several rounds.

option 3: Come, holy Spirit
Stuff you need: Come, Holy Spirit Activity Sheet, crayons

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the tongues of fire that appeared over the heads of 
the disciples when the Holy Spirit came upon them. Does the Holy Spirit show up that way today? 
What might happen if he did? Have children color in the picture. Have the children take the picture 
home to share with their families.

option 4: Speaking other languages
Look on the Internet or at the library to find out how to say “hello” in several different languages.

Say, “In today’s story, we heard about how Jesus’ followers spoke several different languages. I 
thought it would be fun to practice saying ‘hello’ to one another in different languages. You can 
say hello to your parents in a different language when they pick you up.”

Teach the children how to say “hello” in several different languages, and have them practice with 
one another.

option 5: Fiery headband
Stuff you need: red, orange, and yellow tissue paper, construction paper, stapler or tape

Preparation: Cut construction paper lengthwise into 1-inch sections.

Staple or tape ends of construction paper strips together to form circles that will fit around children’s 
heads. You might have to staple a few sections together to make the circle large enough. Have 
children tear the tissue paper into small pieces and glue around the headband so the pieces look 
like flames.
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Step 4: goINg home

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Preschool Trading Card 28. Say, “The 
front of this card will remind you that God gives his people the Holy Spirit. Show your parents 
the back and tell them that the Holy Spirit can live inside of you.” Have them practice saying this 
before they leave.

Use The Story for Little Ones or The Story Preschool Trading Cards to review past stories and 
Bible points.

Make sure each child takes home a copy of the Trading Card, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the 
Parents’ Page.




